School of the Blessed Sacrament and Sacred Heart of Jesus

Coming Together
for the Future
History
With long and rich histories in
Manhattan, The School of the Blessed
Sacrament and The Sacred Heart of
Jesus School have each provided over
a century of Catholic education to
thousands of children. Celebrating
diversity, strong ethical values, and a
commitment to the development of
individual academic potential, both
schools aspire to educate and nurture
the whole child.
Now, School of the Blessed Sacrament
and Sacred Heart of Jesus are looking
ahead to ensure a continued and secure
future of educating students in the
decades to come. By merging, they can
capitalize on their individual strengths
and combined advantages—and
thereby offer enhanced opportunities to
students and families, creating a model
for success for Catholic schools in New
York City and beyond.

School of the Blessed Sacrament
Founded in 1903 (and in its current home for over 100 years), School of
the Blessed Sacrament (SBS) has continued to provide a quality Catholic
education to students on the Upper West Side and beyond. Currently
serving students in Pre-K3 through 8th grade, SBS offers both a wellrounded core academic curriculum and a wide array of enrichment
opportunities in technology, arts, and athletics to provide a broad liberal
arts education. Through collaboration with the parish, families, faculty and
staff, SBS focuses on the whole child and empowers students to embrace
challenges in a loving, faith-filled environment.

Sacred Heart of Jesus School
Like SBS, Sacred Heart of Jesus School also has a long tradition of
providing quality, Catholic education in pursuit of fully nurturing the
children it serves. Established in 1896, SHJS teaches students from ages
3 to Grade 8, serving a diverse population of families from the school’s
Hell’s Kitchen/Clinton neighborhood as well as commuting families from
all over the New York/New Jersey areas. SBS works diligently to ensure
opportunities for all children to bring goodness and leadership to their
world and to guide them to fulfill their academic, social, creative, and
spiritual potentials. Unique among Manhattan schools, SHJS enjoys a
privileged location in the heart of New York City’s theater district, in close
proximity to the city’s many world-class arts institutions.

The Challenge
With recent significant enrollment increases, SBS will
no longer have sufficient classroom space to continue
its growth beginning next year, nor the ability to
accommodate its current lower school students in its
upper school grades. SJHS, meanwhile, has faced
decreased enrollment and increases in deficit. The
resulting unused space at SHJS provides a unique and
strategic opportunity to invest in the growth of SBS while
preserving, financially sustaining, and ultimately growing
SHJS.
Merging the two schools, with SBS as the lower school
(pre-K through 3rd) and SHJS to become the upper
school (4th through 8th), allows us to reimagine the two
campuses as a new whole. Together, we can realize new
opportunities for growth and enrollment expansion and
a reinvention of both campuses. This new organizational
structure not only permits us to manage space and
enrollment strategically, but it also provides us with a
significant opportunity for each campus to specialize
and hone its respective educational practices. SBS will
support Early Childhood and Elementary education,
and SJHS can focus on the critical adolescent years of
grades 4 to 8. Additionally, by creating this model of
complementary school communities, we will strengthen
Catholic education in the Manhattan region. We will be
in a stronger position to nurture and manage the growth
of our schools, achieving both material financial savings
and much-needed stability.

Our Vision for
the Future
Our recent assessment of the operational goals and
programmatic needs for the future of our two schools
resulted in a detailed Facility Master Plan which will
act as a roadmap for the next phase of development
and renovation of the school buildings and facilities.
Middle School education continues to be a growing
area of opportunity in New York City. Driven by the
opportunities and demands for growth and the need to
upgrade instructional space, technology, performing
arts and athletic programs, the Plan capitalizes on
the strengths of both SJHS and SBS and reflects our
commitment to prepare students to lead and succeed.
The merger of SBS and SHJS also offers us an important
opportunity to serve as a model for Manhattan Regional
Catholic Schools.
Among the financial, curricular, and administrative
benefits of the merger are the following:

The opportunity to invest in a growth model:
Merging will provide increased student services while
creating additional revenue through increased Pre-K
tuition and the utilization of additional space at SBS for
Pre-K through 3rd grade.
The curricular benefits: We can offer more
accelerated class offerings (including, importantly,
Regents courses), more robust creative arts and STEM
programs, and a social-emotional curriculum for
middle schoolers addressing the specific needs of
adolescence.
Creating administrative and scheduling
advantages: By sharing staff and resources, both
schools can offer enhanced elective choices, in
addition to more focused teacher training and a strong
leadership paradigm.

The Project
The merger brings with it a number of critical capital projects in
order to build a campus designed to serve upper school students
at SHJS. We plan to update office spaces, and create secure and
welcoming entrances, as well as build updated and innovative
classrooms for specific content and programs (ie. academic
subjects, music programs, art classes, STEM, and robotics).
Key among the first phase of building will be work on the following:

Cafeteria/ Hall – Summer 2018
Campbell Hall is a major public space for both church and
school use. The Summer 2018 renovation will showcase the
community and student-centered designs for the building. The
hall will have flexible seating, natural light, updated technology
and a presentation space. In the 2018-19 school year it will serve
as a gathering/event space, cafeteria and production stage for
students.

East Entry and Front Façade – Summer 2018
The east entry and front façade renovation will create a safe,
temporary entrance for the 2018-19 school year that respects
the existing families and faculty at SHJS. This serves as a visible
signal to the community (current, prospective, neighborhood) of
change, innovation, and forward momentum during transition.
It also ensures a construction entrance for ongoing work, while
maintaining the functional needs of an operating school.

Outdoor Recreation and Learning Spaces East and West Playgrounds, Rooftop Garden
These renovations will create dynamic outdoor physical area that
encourages a range of activities beyond a traditional gym space.
Proposed features include a climbing wall, a space for gross motor
activities, ample seating to encourage socialization, planting areas
and boulders to augment ecology and environmental science
programs. The current SBS building has no outdoor space, so this
feature will have tremendous appeal to current and prospective
families.
The next phase will focus on additional capital projects, including
classroom, hallway, and bathroom renovations.

Additional Master
Plan Highlights
Science Lab
The construction of a state-of-the art science lab, in
conjunction with the proposed outdoor classroom
spaces, will ensure students have the resources and
opportunities to develop their understanding of
science and engineering. The proposed lab design
is informed by Next Generation Science Standards’
learning goals and prioritizes student-centered
investigation and inquiry. Students will engage in
meaningful, hands-on learning experiences that
develop knowledge as well as critical thinking and
problem-solving skills.

Library, Technology, and Makerspace Lab
We will build a versatile learning space that is
designed to foster curiosity, encourage innovation,
and provide resources for student growth. Students
will have access to programming and spaces
for robotics, coding, tinkering, and research.
Proposed features include a young adult book
collection and academic library, Apple computers,
3D printing, and circuitry. This space builds on
the foundational library and computer science
programs currently offered at SBS.

Student Support Center
A Student Support Center will create a space,
faculty, and programming designed to support
the social, emotional, and academic needs of all
students. Plans include classrooms designed for
one-on-one or small group learning, as well as
supports such as speech therapy, occupational
therapy, academic intervention, and counseling.

A Call to Action
The Archdiocese of New York’s immediate investment
of $500,000 is providing the project’s working capital,
required to begin renovations during the critical
upcoming summer months. But to make this vision a
reality, we must raise more capital for these updated
learning spaces.
As we move into the planning stage of a comprehensive
campaign to raise the funds to meet the various needs
identified in The Master Plan, we are reaching out to you,
devoted alumni, parents and friends to help evaluate our
plans for the future. Your input in the process is crucial,
and we appreciate the thoughtful attention and support
that each of you can offer as we prioritize the capital
projects that will help our community continue to thrive.
We have never strayed from our earliest goals of
preparing students for success in their future schools and
in life through attention to the needs and development
of each student and by fostering Catholic leadership,
individual responsibility and service to those in our
community and beyond.
By working together, and keeping our guiding principles
firmly in mind, we will meet the exciting challenge of
bringing our facilities up to the high standard of our vision
for the future of these two schools.
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