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Georghiou saves choking friend
By Anna Poulakas '14
Seniors,Stephen Slusarski,
Andrew Georghiou and Anthony Maroutsis have sat at the
same Cafeteria table throughout their four years at Molloy,
feeling relaxed and at home.
However, on Feb. 28, the scene
at their table was anything but
relaxed.
Georghiou said that as he was
eating lunch at about 12:45
p.m., “Stephen started tapping
me and giving me a blank stare.
I looked at him and thought he
was joking but then he pointed
to his throat. I asked if he was
choking and he nodded.”
Georghiou asked Slusarski if
he was able to cough it up or get
it out on his own but Slusarski
was unable to help himself.
“It was scary," Slusarski said.
"I felt like I had no control, I had
trouble breathing and I was
struggling to communicate verbally.”
Georghiou said, “Even though
we were all nervous, we didn’t
show our concern so that

They can joke about it now but last month Andrew Georghiou, right, saved
his friend Stephen Slusarski from choking. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)
Stephen wouldn’t get even more
worried.”
Georghiou asked his friend
again if he was okay but
Slusarski shook his head "no" so
Georghiou sprung into action.
He performed the Heimlich
Maneuver on Slusarski as Administrative Assistant for Stu-

dents Mr. Edward Shannon
called for an ambulance and
Maroutsis ran to get school
nurse Mrs. Kathy Forgione.
“It all happened in the blink
of an eye, so we had to act fast,"
Maroutsis said. "My instinct was
to run and get Nurse Forgione.”
After the Heimlich Maneuver

was performed once, Mr. Shannon asked Slusarski if he
needed to have it performed
again, but Slusarski’s breathing
had return to normal so he said
it wasn’t necessary.
Slusarski told Mr. Shannon
that food went down the “wrong
tube” and that after having the
procedure performed on him by
Georghiou, he felt much better.
Mr. Shannon said in all his
years at Molloy, he had never
experienced an emercency situation like this one.
Georghiou said that as an
Eagle Scout, he had been
trained in first aid but while he
knew how to perform the
Heimlich Maneuver, he had
never had to use it until then.
He said the wrestling move
called "mat return," which he
has performed many times, is
very similar to the Heimlich
Maneuver so he felt confident
doing it.
“Andrew saved my life and I
am so appreciative that he did,”
Slusarski said.

International Day offers ethnic food & fun
By Perry Chresomales '16,
Maria Gulino '16, Stacy
Kanellopoulos '16
Molloy's annual International
Day will be held March 30 when
the school's ethnic clubs will provide attendees with food in the
Marsloe Gym and entertainment in the Jack Curran Gym.
The two-hour event begins at
2 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults,
$5 for children, $3 for students.
Groups such as the Asian
Club, Greek and Eastern European Club, Indian Club, Spanish Club, West-Indian Club and
Step Team will perform.
Sophomore Harry Singh said Indian Club President Amelia Singh, front, performs with her fellow club
the Indian Club, which has been members at last year’s International Day. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)
rehearsing for a month, will per“While I’m a little nervous,” watching all of the other perform “a mixture of classical and Singh said, “I’m really looking formers.”
Bollywood dances.”
forward to performing and
Sophomore Sitorie Bachan

said the West-Indian Club,
which has practiced various
styles of dance ranging from
reggae to soca for two months,
hopes to give “an amazing performance.”
She, too, is looking forward to
watching her peers perform.
Ms. Sabina Kobinski is organizing the entertainment for the
day while Mr. Luis Santos is organizing the food tables.
Ms. Kobinski wants students
who attend “to try new foods and
to experience new cultures.”
Ms. Kobinski thanked Principal Bro. Thomas Schady, President Mr. Richard Karsten, club
moderators, the National Honor
Society, and all the students
who worked to make International Day possible.

Fooducation: by Alexandra Caruso ‘14
Subwaying uptown for some scrumptious soul food at Sylvia’s of Harlem
I had not eaten lunch. The No.
3 train had arrived late and the
ride uptown to Harlem lasted for
what seemed liked a century as
people were packed like sardines
into the subway car.
But what awaited the members
of the Ebony Club and me was the
soul food promised land at Sylvia’s
Restaurant at 328 Malcolm X
Blvd. [Lenox Ave.] between E.
126th and 127th St.
While we were waiting for a
table, I noticed two trademark
details in the joint that insured we
would have an outstanding meal:
cooking mamas (that made the
front look like a real homey
kitchen) and the local patrons
who weren’t wearing cameras or
awe-struck faces.
I wanted to try everything on
the menu, but I decided on
smothered chicken (chicken
smothered in gravy), mac &
cheese, and collard greens. It was
a wise decision.
After partially inhaling the
glorious combination of meat,
carbs, and more meat (the greens
were cooked in meat juice), I
looked up at the satisfied and
blissful faces around me at the
table. That food was good.
I then ordered a slice of coconut
cake -- to go, or else my stomach
would’ve exploded all across
Manhattan. When I ate it after I
got back home, the cake was

boozy, sweet, and delicious.
But if you aren’t in the mood to
travel all the up to 126th St. in
Harlem, you can subtract about
40 blocks and visit Glaser’s Bake
Shop on the Upper East Side.
Before you even get to the
baked goods, the history of the
building draws you in as the tiles
spell out “Glaser’s, Inc.” and the
walls feature big wooden general
store cabinets, old photos and old
menus. (Oh, the low prices of
baked good back then!)
Any first-timer will gape, openmouthed and drooling, at their
eating options: doughnuts and
cakes and muffins, oh my! Cookies
and pies and scones, oh yes.
The shop’s second generation
bakers are first-rate, so take the
E subway train to Lexington Ave.
and tranfer to the No. 6 and go to
1670 First Ave. at 87th St. for
buttery, sugary, and cheap bliss.
Recently, I was at the BAM
Rose Theater to see “The Wind
Rises” for a second time when I
decided to treat myself to one of
its baked concession items.
The oatmeal cherry white
chocolate chip cookie was a very
delicious and interesting
combination.
I brought some of that cookie
home and that got my mom’s
research gears turning. She found
a simpler, but no less delicious,
recipe that made 36 cookies,

Caruso and Jean-Joseph
perform with city’s best
By Alyssa Motilal '17 and
Michael Ouari-Navarro '17
Two Stanners participated in
annual The New York State
School Music Association
[NYSSMA] Music Festival held
at Grand Street Campus High
School in Brooklyn on March 78 along with students from 40
other city high schools.
Junior saxophonist Frederic
Jean-Joseph, who played with
the Instrumental Jazz Ensemble, and senior Alexandra
Caruso, who sang with the Cho-

Frederic Jean-Joseph

rus, were nominated to participate by Molloy Band and FroshSophomore Chorus Director Ms.
Ya-ting Yang because they met
the qualifying standard..
“Students who have the skill
level of NYSSMA Level 5 or 6
are nominated by their school
music teachers,” said Ms. Yang.
“Then a final list of students was
selected by the festival committee.”
Caruso performed with the
Chorus at a public performance
at 2:30 p.m. on March 8.
"It was a lot of fun," she said.
"We had only two days to prepare and then we performed. I
got to sing one of my favorites,
'Mozart's Requiem in D Minor.'"
Eighteen Stanners will go to
the NYSSMA adjudication festivals for solo and ensemble
players either on March 21-22
or June 5-7.
Ms. Yang called the festivals
“a measuring stick and an opportunity to be selected to be
part of special performances
with the All-State groups.”

which disappeared in two days.
Thanks, Martha Stewart;
here’s the recipe for Chocolate
Oatmeal Raisin Cookies:
Ingredients:
1 teaspoon baking soda 1 1/2 cups allpurpose flour, spooned and leveled
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter, room
temperature
3/4 cup packed light-brown sugar
3/4 cup granulated sugar
2 large eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 1/2 cups rolled oats
1 1/2 cups raisins
1 package (12 ounces) semi-sweet
chocolate chips
Baking directions:
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
2. In a medium bowl, whisk together

flour, baking soda, and salt; set
aside.
3. With an electric mixer, cream
butter and sugars until light and
fluffy.
4. Add eggs and vanilla; beat until
combined, scraping down sides of
bowl as needed.
5. Add flour mixture; beat until just
combined.
6. Add oats, raisins, and chocolate
chips; beat until just combined.
7. Drop 32 heaping tablespoons of
batter, about 1 1/2 inches apart,
onto baking sheets.
8. Bake 10 to 12 minutes, rotating
sheets halfway through, until
cookies have spread and are golden
brown and soft to the touch.
9. Cool 5 minutes on sheets; transfer
to a wire rack to cool completely.

The Fooducator ordered the smothered chicken, mac and cheese, and collard greens when she visited Sylvia’s Restaraunt with the Ebony Club.

AM Campus Ministry’s annual
Fast-a-thon will be held April 9
By Caroline Jaipaul ‘17
Molloy’s Lenten Fast-a-thon, a
tradition since the late 1970's,
will take place on April 9 when
student volunteers will fast
throughout the school day by
skipping lunch to attend a
prayer service in the Theater.
Members of Campus Ministry
and Spirit Leaders will visit
homerooms during the first
week of April to promote the
Fast-a-thon and to sign up students who are willing to find
sponsors to pledge money for
each hour of their fast.
Campus Ministry Director Mr.
Mike Germano said he hopes to

raise $2,000 for the Marist Missionary Sisters in Tanzania.
Junior Erica Galizia, who
fasted last year, said, “Although
it was difficult for me to do, I felt
proud of myself for helping.”
Senior Sean Ryan encouraged
other students to join him in
fasting this year because “it is a
good way to get involved from
right here at Molloy.”
Junior Deanna Aliperti is fasting to see how it feels to be a poor
person who has to go for a long
time without food.
Junior Enrica Cotellessa
hopes to raise at least $50
through her sponsors.
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Vocation Week comes to Molloy
Despite having far fewer brothers than it once did, Molloy’s Marist Mission goes on
By John Fenner '15
When Molloy first opened its
doors in 1957, only two faculty
members were not Marist
Brothers.
In those days, the brothers followed monastic lifestyle, meaning they needed permission to
leave campus, and all 55 of
Molloy's fourth floor bedrooms
were occupied.
But 57 years later, there are
only 13 Marist Brothers working at Molloy and many of those
fourth floor bedrooms once occupied by brothers are now offices
for the faculty and IT staff.
Chemistry teacher Bro. Kevin
Brogan, a member of the Class
of 1963, said the decline in the
number of brothers at Molloy
means students are not exposed
as much as they once were to
what religious life is really like.
“Since there is a decrease in
the number of brothers and sisters in the school, and a general
decline in religious life because
of changes in culture, it is
harder for students to know
what consecrated religious life is
all about," he said. "Most of my
teachers were brothers, which
had a strong influence on my
deciding to join the Marist
Brothers.”
Mr. Lou Barbera from the
Class of 1976 said when he was
a student, religion was more a
part of student life.
About 50 percent of the faculty
were Marist Brothers when Mr.
Barbera was a student and the
brothers had a strong religious
influence on him.
“Being taught by Marist
Brothers helped to instill the
Marist qualities in me that con-

tinue to affect me today,” he said.
When Mr. John Diorio arrived
at Molloy in 1959, he was one of
only four lay teachers.
"We had brothers here who
were heroes, who made this
school what it is,” he said. “Some
brothers left the order but
stayed on as teachers, many
others chose different paths in
life, and the brothers who died
can’t be replaced."
Despite having fewer brothers,
Molloy remains a Marist school.
“Through all of the changes
that have occurred, Molloy has
and will never lose sight of the
core Marist Mission,” said
Molloy President Mr. Richard
Karsten of the Class of 1981.
Mr. Barbera said that as long
as lay teachers continue to instill the Marist charism, it will
always be a main part of Molloy.
Stanners took part on Feb. 1014 in Vocations Week at Molloy,
which was part of The Year of
Marist Vocations: An Authentic
Response to God’s Call, to learn
about religious life and the
people who choose to live it.
Bishop Raymond Chapetto
and Fr. Kevin Abels, Director of
Vocations for the Archdiocese of
Brooklyn and Queens, visited
Molloy to celebrate a Vocation
Mass.
The bishop talked in his homily about his own call to become
a priest and how students can
hear the call through prayer and
knowledge about religious life.
After mass, 20 boys and 20
girls met with the bishop to discuss vocations and how they can
be involved in the church now
and for years to come.
Bishop Chapetto, Fr. Abels,

Marist Brothers once were involved in every Molloy activity , including
running The Stanner newspaper. (Photo courtesy of Alumni Office)

and Bro. Mike Sheerin, Director
of Vocations for the Marist
Brothers, spoke to them about
what religious life is like.
“There is never a dull moment;
it is far from boring,” said Bishop
Chapetto.
The discussion also focused on
the difference between married
and religious life.
“Married life is living with a
small, intimate family and religious life is being a part of a
much larger family,” said
Bishop Chapetto.
Religious life allows a person
to have the satisfaction of being
a part of the “bigger picture” and
live in a community of people
with the same beliefs and goals.
“I would never do anything
else,” Bishop Chapetto said.
Bro. Mike said, “The number
one reason young people don’t
choose religious life is because
no one asked them to.”
The purpose of Vocation Week
was to have someone ask. “You
are the future,” said Fr. Abels.
Bro. Kevin said that many programs at Molloy encourage students to consider religious life
but it ultimately comes down to
an individual feeling that religious life is right for himself or
herself and then getting support
for that choice from parents.
Recently, the Marist Brothers
established the Joint Formation
Program to encourage lay
people to spread the mission of
Marist founder St. Marcellin
Once upon a time, all Stanners were boys, they all wore jackets and ties, Champagnat.
“A program like this stresses
and all their classes were taught by Marist Brothers such as math teacher
the importance of vocations for
Bro. Terence Jones. (Photo courtesy of the Alumni Office)

the future but also shows us how
important it is for lay people to
continue living in the footsteps
of Marcellin,” said Ms. Sabina
Kobinski, the school liaison for
the program.
She said that while having
fewer Marist Brothers at Molloy
is unfortunate, the faculty understands the importance of
spreading the Marist Mission.
Campus Ministry Director Mr.
Germano said, “Being a religious brother or sister is a specific lifestyle that requires sacrifice. I hope that the numbers
will grow but it won’t be like it
once was.”
Because the Marist Brothers
continue to leave a legacy, Mr.
Germano said the lay faculty
knows the Marist charism and
will keep it “very much alive.”
Mr. Diorio said, “All religious
orders are suffering now, so it
won’t go back to the way it was.
But the lay faculty knows how
to mirror the Christian feeling.
If we just needed the religious
to do this, we would be in
trouble.”
Meanwhile, the brothers will
continue to seek vocations from
among their students.
"Now that Bro. Pat Hogan is
back as Vocations Director at
Molloy, students have an outlet
to get answers to their questions,” Ms. Kobinski said.
Mr. Germano said, “There is a
great need for religious brothers
and sisters. Consecrated life always adds a different, more powerful dimension to a religious
learning environment.”

Stanner Players go for laughs
By Lilibeth DelasSalas ‘17
After a staging a successful Senior Showcase, The Stanner
Players are back again with another production, a comedy
called “You Can’t Take It With
You” which will be performed on
April 3-5 at 7 p.m. and on April
6 at 2 p.m. in the Theater.
Junior cast member Alexa
Kober said the play "is about a
dysfunctional family with different personality traits who love
each other. Molloy is somewhat
like this family in the sense that
we grow past each other’s differences to love each other at the
end of the day and flourish in
each other’s nifty traits.”
Director Ms. Shannon Winters
said, “Audiences should expect
to be taken back to 1938, which
is completely different in a lot of
ways from today, and they
should expect to laugh -- a lot!”
Auditions for the production
were held the week before
Christmas vacation as 49 students tried out for 19 roles.
“It was a very difficult casting
process but the students who
were cast truly impressed me
and showed me their potential
from their audition,” said Ms.
Winters. “Students were cast after reading various scenes so I

Deanna Mayo and John Mancini perform at the Senior Showcase.
could see from their range what
potential characters they might
be suited for.”
While most of the show is made
up of experienced members of
The Stanners Players, some
newcomers include frosh
Justyna Jablonska and David
Kemp, sophomore David
DiMaggio, and senior Kyle
Bhiro.
“I play Miss Wellington,” said
Jablonska. “She is an actress
who was asked by another character in the play to read one of
her plays, but instead gets
drunk. I like playing her be-

cause she is fun and crazy.”
Rehearsals were hard to manage for some senior cast members as rehearsals for the Senior
Showcase and “You Can’t Take
It with You” occurred simultaneously.
“Working on the Senior Showcase and 'You Can’t Take It With
You' at the same time was extremely difficult,” Ms. Winters
said, “especially because five seniors are a part of both shows.
But the Senior Show went extremely well, and I think we’ll
definitely do it again next year
since I’ve already heard the jun-

iors planning some ideas of what
they would like to do.
“The students have coped well
with rehearing in a classroom
the majority of the time and
have done a lot of work on their
characters. I’m constantly
laughing at all the jokes in rehearsal. The next step is memorizing their lines!” said Ms. Winters.
Junior cast member Robert
Dittus said, “I think that rehearsals have been going really
well so far. I really see this show
doing well. The entire cast and
crew has been working very
hard, and it really shows. The
show is hilarious and I can’t wait
until opening night.”
Cast: Mariyanthie Linaris (Penelope
Sycamore); RoseAnn Sapia (Essie
Carmichael); Kaela Coppinger (Rheba);
Matthew Spataro (Paul Sycamore);
Christian A. Martinez (Mr. De Pinna);
Mark Perkins (Ed Carmichael); David
Kemp (Donald); Robert Dittus (Martin
“Grandpa” Vanderhof); Deanna Mayo
(Alice Sycamore); David DiMaggio (Mr.
Henderson); Kyle Bhiro (Tony Kirby);
Harry Singh (Boris Kolenkhov);
Justyna Jablonska (Miss. Wellington);
Ryan Wecera (Anthony Kirby); Joanna
Troyanos (Miram Kirby); Alexa Kober
(Man 1); Matthew Frenzel (Man 2);
Claudia Zurek (Man 3); Stephanie
Toma (Grand Duchess Katrina Olga).
Crew: Bea Uy (Stage Manager);
Julia Zirillo (Assistant Stage Manager).

Dance team performs at Post
By Sophia Savvides '15,
Phillip Barsamian '15, and
Sotiria Pateroulakis 15
The Molloy Dance Team attended the C.W. Post Tilles
Dance Conference on March 5,
one month after it was postponed
due to weather conditions.
Moderator Ms. Liz Murdocca,
who has gone to the conference
12 times with Molloy and four
times when she taught at The
Mary Louis Academy, said the
event’s later date worked out better because it gave the team
more time to practice.
She said conference officials
“are now contemplating keeping
the later date” due to its success.
Dancers attending the conference took two master classes and
then performed as a team in an
adjudication process where master dancers gave them feedback
on their technique, performance, and style.
The conference concluded
with an evening performance
open to the public by the 13
teams in attendence.
"Some schools have dance as
part of their curriculum, so these
schools often have the better
numbers and dancers,” Ms.
Murdocca said.

However, Molloy has always
ranked among the top 20 percent of individual dancers and
group performances as evaluated by the judges, Ms.
Murdocca said.
The team performed a contemporary dance choreographed by
junior Valerie Rico and senior
Bea Cruz to the song “Youth” by
Daughter.
Ms. Murdocca said, “The team
rehearsed for six to seven weeks.
The best part of the performance
was the feeling they put into it."
For the first time in its history,
the dance team has a studio to
prepare for the conference.
"It is nice to have a dance studio so we don’t have to worry
about where we are going to rehearse on any given day,” Ms.
Murdocca said.
While the team was recognized for its good work, the conference is not a competition to
determine a winner.
“The purpose of the conference
is to bring dancers together, to
appreciate the art of dance, and
to connect with each other,” Ms.
Murdocca said.
She is not a fan of competitions
because “dance loses much of its
art form and instead becomes

about tricks and stunts.”
Senior Ashley Vascellaro, who
made her second trip to the conference, chose to go to hip-hop
and tap classes which she found
very intense.
“I learned new techniques in
both classes," she said. "It’s always fun to learn fresh choreography and gain a new perspective in the dance world.”
Rico said the whole experience helped the team improve.
"It gave us another opportunity to show our skills to an audience," she said. "It’s not some-

thing we do often. We danced our
hearts out like we knew we
could.”
Other dancers at the conference were seniors Rosemarie
Casano, Emily Lewis, junior
Maria Troia, sophomores
Caitlin Conza, Gabriella Guida,
Stephanie Peperone, and frosh
Gabrielle Peperone.
Ms. Murdocca hoped the dancers at the conference "learned to
expand their dance vocabulary
and style by appreciating other
styles of dance and created a
stronger bond as a team.”

Molloy’s Dance Team performed to the song “Youth” at the C.W. Post Tilles
Dance Conference on March 5 after snow pushed the event back a month.

Aiding special Nicaraguan kids
Stanners spend February vacation at a
nursery school for special needs children
By Harry Singh '16 and
Harshani Luknauth '16
Twenty-four Stanners and five
adult chaperons traveled to
Nicaragua to work with special
needs children from Feb. 16-23
as part of Molloy's first volunteer trip to the Central American country.
"I had always wanted to do volunteer work,” said sophomore
Allie Petot. “As I learned more
about this trip, I realized that
not only would I be working with
special needs children, but I’d be
doing construction work that
would better their lives."
Mr. Chris Dougherty, Bro. Pat
Hogan, and Mr. Ed Cameron
helped organize the trip with the
non-profit organization Mustard Seed to work at the Hogar
Belen Managua School for kids
with special needs.
Volunteers paid about $2,250
to cover all their expenses.
Some Molloy volunteers
helped care for and tutor children at the special education
school while others helped construct a physical therapy center
for both children and adults.
"There was a lot of physical labor involved in our work," said
Mr. Dougherty.
Sophomore Mac Gillooley
said, "The hot sun made the

physical work more difficult."
For eight days and seven
nights, the Stanners were given
a chance to play and interact
with many loving and inspiring
children.
"You realize that many of the
kids aren't very different," said
senior Sarah Stiglianese. "They
just want to be hugged."
Petot said, "The kids were inspiring and some of the most loving and kind-hearted children
I've ever met."
The experience made volunteers count their blessings as
both the plumbing and water
supply at the nursery were not
sufficient.
"Many luxuries we have are
not offered in developing countries such as Nicaragua," said
Mr. Dougherty. "There were no
hot showers and the roads were
in poor condition."
But the trip also featured
many laughs, such as taking a
boat ride with a monkey.
One of the highlights of the
trip was when volunteers celebrated junior Carla Hanna's
16th birthday with the children
and adults with whom the volunteers worked.
"Some amazing memories
were made here," said sophomore Christian Horan.

Mr. Chris Dougherty, top, puts his arms around Diego Arellano and a child
at the Nicaraguan special needs school where Stanners worked in February. Valerie Rico, below left, helps build a physical therapy center while
Chris Mese, below right, poses with a new friend. (Photos courtesy of
Diego Arellano ’15)

SADD Week raises awareness
By Alejandro Montoya '16
Molloy's chapter of Students
Against Destructive Decisions
organized SADD Week on
March 3-7 to raise funds for the
SADD Foundation.
These funds will go to the national organization to educate
teens on how to make good decisions in their lives.
The club raised $770 by selling bracelets and raffle tickets
all week during homeroom period and conducting a bake sale
on March 4.
The winners of SADD's "Get
Out of Late Detention" raffle,
which was the idea of sophomores Omar Lezcano, were senior Mateo Giraldo, junior
Stratos Papazahariou, sophomore Christian Horan, and
frosh Julian West.
The pass is valid as long as the
student was no more than five
minutes late.
"The Molloy SADD Club
would like to thank all the students who helped make this
year's SADD Awareness Week

so successful," said Moderator
Ms. Kelly Edelman. "We hope
you all take the time to make
good decisions."
SADD, which used to be known
as Students Against Drunk
Driving, changed its name as it
began to address issues other
than drunk driving.
In addition to raising money,
SADD also sought to raise

awareness about some of the
poor decisions teenagers make.
"We hope to help educate
Stanners and insure that they
try to act in the best way possible,” said senior Diamond
Small.
Small, Lezano, sophomore
Mirtelle Mendoza and senior
Darien Dey made slide shows
that were shown during the

week on the Cafeteria TVs along
with the day's announcements.
Club members handed out the
red ribbons for students to wear
on March 7 in order to dress
down.
The club wanted the ribbons
to symbolize being aware of the
need to make good decisions.
Small said she didn't think
Stanners are as aware as they
should be about the dangers of
peer pressure or drinking or
texting while driving or doing
drugs.
Club members saw SADD
Week as as a success.
“Lots of people were talking
about it,” said Mendoza. “I think
people really thought about the
consequences of making bad decisions.”
Small said getting Stanners to
talk about these issues “is what
makes SADD an essential club
at Molloy. Our work is never
done and Stanners can always
learn more. SADD is definitely
Sophomore Shoma Nath prepares the red ribbons distributed by SADD for a club that isn’t for school, but
for life.”
a special dress down day on March 7.

Saving lives: no April Fool’s joke
By Sargam Mehra '16
Molloy's Annual Blood Drive,
run by The New York Blood Center, will be held on April 1 in the
Jack Curran Gym with the blood
being sent to help people in need
at local hospitals.
April Fool's Day was chosen for
the Blood Drive because it was
a day that the gym would be
available all day long.
Donated blood will be tested
and separated into components
that will be used to help hospital patients.
Mrs. Nancy Forgione, the
school nurse, said students
should donate blood “so they can
give the gift of life to help those
in need.
“When donating blood, it feels
like a pinch, nothing else. There
aren’t any bad side effects if you
eat and drink properly before
donating blood,” she said
Molloy donated around 180
pints of blood last year, which is
about 22 gallons.
Stanners who wish to donate
must be 16 or older and fill out
a parent consent form which can
be obtained in the nurse’s office.
Students will be prevented

from giving blood if they are not
feeling well on April 1, have
traveled recently to areas where
malaria was a present, have
piercings or tattoos, or have a
serious medical condition.
Before donating blood, students will be asked to provide
basic health information and
have their blood pressure, pulse,
and temperature checked. Blood
type is determined by taking a
drop of blood as a sample.
The process takes no more
than 15 minutes.
Mr. Pat Flynn started donating blood in when he was in college and continues to donate
blood whenever he can.
“Donating blood does not
hurt," he said. "The nurses who
come to Molloy are very nice and
experienced. The only side-effect to donating blood is feeling
a little rundown. So follow the
instructions that you are given
after donating.”
Mr. Flynn encourages all who
can do so to donate blood.
"It really does save lives and
is very easy to do," he said.
Mr. Ed Shannon donates
blood because "I’m blessed to be

Senior Liam Moyles enjoys giving the “gift of life” at last year’s Blood
Drive in the Jack Curran Gym. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)
a healthy individual and I believe it is the right thing to do.
Someday I may need blood and,
if so, I hope people would donate
blood for me."
Mr. Shannon said it's a pleasant experience because the staff

is very nice but admits he
doesn't watch the needle go into
his arm.
"After you have donated, you
feel good about yourself for having done something good for others," he said.

A March through the cold
By Maria Aliberti '16
For the past 18 years, Molloy’s
Pipes and Drums Band has
proudly marched up Fifth Ave.
in the annual St. Patrick’s Day
Parade on March 17.
That tradition continued this
year when 18 students,several
alums, and four faculty mem-

bers, including the newest addition, Mr. Joe Dombrowski,
stepped off at 2:40 p.m. at the
parade, which began at 11 a.m
in below freezing temperatures.
“It was cold,” said Mr. Ed
Cameron, the band moderator.
The temperature climbed to a
high of 35 degrees but the two-

The Molloy Pipes and Drums Band froze their kilts off marching at the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade in Manhattan where the high temperature was only
35 degrees. (Photo by Jacob Borkowski ‘13)

hour march was just one of
many cold weather St. Patrick’s
Day Parades for the band.
The band kicked off the St.
Patrick's Day festivities on
March 1 in the Rockaways.
Sophomore drummer Vincent
Dionisi said the size of the
Rockaway crowd on a chilly but
sunny day was “better than expected” and included many
people from Molloy.
“Seeing fellow Stanners showing support and cheering you on
makes you feel happy and proud
to be a part of the band and representing Molloy,” he said.
Mr. Cameron said the mood at
the parade was “ very festive, enjoyable, and enthusiastic” considering it’s been less than a year
and a half since Hurricane
Sandy devastated the area.
Sophomore piper Christopher
Autera said, “Hearing the
cheers from the crowd had me
feeling not only Irish pride, but
Stanner pride as well.”
The second parade on the
band's calendar was in Garden
City on March 8 but all of the
members of the band were anxiously anticipating the highlight
of their season,which is marching in Manhattan on St.
Patrick’s Day itself.
The normal high temperature

for March 17 in New York City
is 50 degrees so Mr. Cameron
hoped the band would get lucky
and have a nice, sunny day but
it didn’t turn out that way.
“The weather definitely runs
the spectrum,” he said. “There
have been times when we
marched in 80 degree weather
and other times when the
weather was miserable like last
year and this year.”
Mr. Cameron said that although the band's traditional
kilts are made of 100% wool,
“they are nothing like wearing
pants” in cold weather.
He said that band members do
wear something under their
kilts, and in the intense cold
weather, it would be pretty dangerous if they didn’t.
Autera and Dionisi agreed
that the best part about the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade on Fifth
Avenue is feeling the festivity
and excitement in the air
thanks to the large crowds lining the parade route.
They enjoyed making memories by marching with their fellow band members on March 17.
Mr. Cameron said the band
played its traditional Irish and
Scottish songs at all the parades
while including some newer
twists this year to the music.

Spirit Week to mix old & new
like to have some activities that
double as fundraisers for worthy
causes.
Old favorites returning this
year are Molloy Idol, Molloy
Family Feud, and the most
popular intramural event,
dodgeball, which usually
features teams wearing crazy
looking uniforms.
Two new contests, which will
begin during the first week of
April with the winners
announced during Spirit Week,
are a contest to name Molloy’s
new lion mascot and a contest to
design the 2014 Walk-a-thon tshirt.
The annual Senior-Faculty
Basketball Game and Sock Hop
will also be part of Spirit Week.
However, the Spirit Leaders
are doing away with the
homeroom door decorating
contest from the past two years.
The Spirit Leaders polled
students in homeroom to pick
their first, second, and third
choices for the Spirit Week
theme from among Disney/
Pixar, Hollywood and the
Entertainment Industry, or
America and students chose
Disney.
The homeroom door decorating contest, left, will not return this year to
“I want all the students to
Spirit Week but dress down days with a theme will be back. Junior Izidora have as much input as possible,”
Bozic, right, got into last year’s “Decades” theme with her dress down day said Ms. Murdocca. “It creates
outfit. (Photos by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)
more work; however, I really
By Stephanie Leyden ’16
and Kaitlyn McGee ’16
Molloy’s annual Spirit Week
from April 7-11 will have a
Disney/Pixar theme and feature
a mix of old and new activities,
contests and events.
“We are still working on the
new ideas for Spirit Week
generated at the Spirit Leaders’
brainstorming sessions,” said
Director of Student Activities
Ms. Liz Murdocca.

Last year there was no intergrade competition with the
winning grade earning a dress
down day as there had been in
2011 and 2012 but Ms.
Murdocca said the competition
may return this year.
The most popular Spirit Week
events among students are the
dress down days and Spirit
Week 2014 will feature at least
three and perhaps four.
The Spirit Leaders would also

believe it is vital for students to
take ownership of their school.”
The goal of Spirit Week is to
instill a sense of school spirit
and camaraderie into Stanner
life by creating a fun and
exciting week that will be a part
of students’ school memories for
years to come.
Junior Mike Cassillo hopes
there will be more activities this
year than there were in the past
and would love to have four
dress down days during the
week.
Junior Grace Anne Crockett,
who also liked the dress down
days, likes Spirit Week because
it’s fun and gives her a chance
to relax and have a less stressful
week of school.
Her one complaint is that
many Spirit Week activities are
held after school and her
commitment to the softball team
prevents her from participating
in most of them.
Sophomore Nicole Le Bris
doesn’t plan to participate in
any Spirit Week activities
except for dress down days.
She liked when students wore
dress down day outfits last year
reflecting their ethnic heritage
or favorite sports team but
disliked it when each grade was
assigned to dress in the style of
a different past decade.

Science Research pays off
Continued from page 8
Moderator Ms. Mary Mallia
teaches the students in the
program various research
techniques and once they select
their research topic, they must
decide which techniques they
will use to conduct their research
study.
Students who joined the team
had the option of working in
groups or individually and
worked at their own pace over a
three-year period.
Sophomore year was spent in
training while junior year was
spent doing the research that
was used to form the team
members’ theories and an
hypothesis.
Senior year focused on tying
up any loose ends on their
projects and completing the
extensive application process.
The projects were submitted in
December and nine seniors had
their projects accepted.
Binda, Geraci and Gulino
created an environmentally
friendly community focusing on
an apartment building that
included new technologies and

apparatus designed for energy
efficiency and pollution control.
Binda said he was appreciative
of the feedback his team
received at the fair from the
three judges, who asked many
questions about how everything
worked and what was the
purpose of each design element.
“I was pleased,” Binda said.
“Honestly, I felt that if we were
developers, we would have done
a great job at selling our
project.”
Binda, who will attend Cornell
University in the fall as a
biology major, said the fair was
a great experience.
Ms. Mallia noticed that when
the fair was opened to the public,
visitors were very interested in
the projects that dealt with
psychological and cognitive
thought such as Kabigting’s
music project.
Sevilla’s project studied
human nature three days a
week for three weeks when he
purposely fell while holding a
pile of books on the streets of
Manhattan to see who would
stop to help him after he and his

books hit the sidewalk.
Every week he’d drop more
books and record the reaction.
“Much to my surprise, as the
number of books increased, so
did people’s reactions,” said
Sevilla, who recorded the
approximate age and gender of
those who helped him.
Brinskelle conducted most of
his research last summer for a
project which confirmed NASA’s
belief that a human being could
eat only radishes and survive.
Ms. Mallia said, “I really hope
the students gained a love for
research and a deeper
appreciation of the whole
process. Everything we use in
our daily lives has teams of
developers and researchers
behind it. I hope that the
students really understand,
appreciate and continue to use
everything they learned.”
Ms. Mallia, who has teams of
sophomores and juniors
working on future projects for
the science fair, said she will
miss her seniors who all worked
very hard for three years.
The nine seniors will get a

chance to show off their work to
faculty and fellow Stanners in
the Library in May.

Jordi Sevilla at the NYC Science Fair.
(Photo by Ms. Mary Mallia)

Spring’s here; time for baseball
By Michael Labelle '17
Winter has ended and the
snow has melted away, so baseball finally can take center stage
at Molloy as opening day for the
Varsity is scheduled for April 2
against St. Edmund's.
Mr. Brad Lyons who, last year
led the team to a 18-5 record as
interim head coach following the
death of Mr. Jack Curran, takes
over the job on a permanent basis this season.
"Taking over for Coach
Curran means having big shoes
to fill,” said Mr. Lyons, who becomes only the second Varsity
Baseball coach in Molloy history. “If you look around this
school, you can see the many
lives he had impacted both on
and off the field.”
Molloy outscored its opponents
124-67 last year and swept the
season series against Christ the
King, St. Francis Prep, and
McClancy.
The team once again hopes to

go far in the postseason playoffs.
“We’re always going after the
championship," said Mr. Lyons.
"If you aren’t in it to win, then
why are you playing at all?”
The pitching staff is anchored
by seniors Anthony Cantinella
and James McCleary, and junior Scott Hannon.
The team's best hitters are four
seniors: shortstop Nick Morici,
outfielder Liam Slattery,
pitcher/utility player Karl
Klesin, and pitcher/outfielder
John Young.
Klesin plans to do his best to
make it a memorable season.
“I’m going to go out and try to
be the best player I can be and,
of course, try to win a championship,” said Klesin, who plays
both third base and outfield in
addition to pitching.
The team started practicing
indoors in February and began
playing scrimmages against
other schools in mid March in Senior Karl Klesin takes a big lead off second base during the fall baseball
season. (Photo courtesy of the Blue & White Yearbook)
preparation for Opening Day.

Sassy 6, Sandy Survivors win IM volleyball tourney
By Austin Pizzella '16
The annual Intramural Volleyball Tournament on Feb. 12
in the Marsloe Gym drew 138
Stanners playing on 12 Freshman-Sophomore teams and 11
Junior-Senior teams.
The Sassy Six defeated Jrue
21-8 to win the Frosh-Soph title,
while Sandy: A Survivor’s Story
defeated @baseball185 21-15 to
win the Junior-Senior crown.
Winning teams received
championship t-shirts.
Sandy: A Survivor’s Story was
a coed all-junior team of captain
Ryan Hoffman, Sean Modafferi,
Tom Morgan, Chris Ray, Mary
Dugan, and Ally Klesin.

Ryan Hoffman said winning
the title was a team effort.
While Dugan and Klesin are
members of Molloy’s varsity volleyball team, all four boys play
in a summer volleyball league.
Though confident about their
chances, Hoffman said his team
knew it would be up against
some talented teams and would
have to rely on their focus, communication, and chemistry to
take them to the top.
“We got the name Sandy: A
Survivor’s Story because the
majority of our team was affected by the storm," Hoffman
said, "but we were able to come
out of it alright due to the hard

work we put in to re-establish
our communities along with the
aid of our close friends, and
many others. So with this
thought, we took the motivation
of surviving Sandy to the courts.
Winning in the finals showed
that we can accomplish anything.”
Sassy Six was an all-boy, all
sophomore team of captain
Stephen Deely, Jack Mangin,
Kevin Linitz, Chris Armas,
Stephen Chaparro, and Danny
Early.
Mangin said he was 110 percent sure when forming the
team that it would win despite
the fact that none of the team

members had any volleyball
playing experience.
“Our team chemistry, supreme confidence, and superior
natural athletic ability made it
quite easy,” he said.
Despite its success, the tournament did not go off without a
hitch. A snowstorm which closed
school on the orginal date forced
teams to make last-minute roster changes and the Intramural
Committee to find new volunteers to replace those who
couldn't be there on Feb. 12.
“But we pulled it off,” said IM
Director Mr. Brian Kelly, who
added that there was only one
forfeit in both tournaments.

Kabigting impresses at NYC Science Fair

Edrean-Neil Kabigting’s project impressed the judges. (Photo by Ms. Mallia)

By Anna Poulakas '14
Senior Edrean-Neil Kabigting
was selected to participate in the
New York City Regional Intel
Science Competition at the
American Museum of Natural
History on March 25 based on
the research he presented at the
New York City Science and Engineering Fair at the Great Hall
of the City College of New York
on March 2.
He will present his research in
an attempt to earn a spot in the
National Intel Competition.
Kabigting's project examined
the correlation between music
and art as he had his subjects
listen to a happy, a sad and a
neutral song and each time told

them to draw a tree.
When studying his findings,
Kabigting saw that music had an
impact on the colors and style
his subjects used to draw and
express themselves.
Nine Molloy seniors who are
part of a three-year science research program that began in
their sophomore year presented
their research projects at CCNY:
Kabigting, Dhanesh Binda, Thomas Brinskelle, Francisco Cid,
Candice Forrester, Sebastian
Geraci, Georgios Gulino,
Kristian Mosquito and Jordi
Sevilla.
The event drew students from
from most city high schools.
Continued on page 7

