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Educational Improvements
by Steven Westhoff, Superintendent of Schools

As you’ve been reading all of the articles regarding financial issues that face education, you may have
asked yourself “Are there any educational improvements taking place?” Everything in education seems so
negative. There must be some positive things going on – there are.
Recently, our high school instructional music program debuted our new Jazz Band. They’re outstanding.
I’ve been fortunate enough to see the Jazz Band perform several times, and I have to say they make me
proud.
Our web site committee under the direction of Kim Day and Michael Howe, along with a lot of hard work
from some of our talented students, rolled out our new and improved web site. The site is user friendly,
informative, professional, and constantly updated.
Middle school administration and staff have been working on adjustments to their master schedule to
provide more instructional time for our band and choir programs. Band and choir currently meet every other
day this year. Next year, these classes will meet daily. This change will certainly lead to improved learning
and performance.
Our curriculum committee has reviewed recommended improvements to our science curriculum. Changes
in curriculum alignment, improved clarity of expectations and goals, along with updated materials, will
enhance student understanding in this content area. Work is also underway on revisions to our social studies
curriculum.
High school staff and administration has been doing a great deal of research on trimester curricular
programming. With the state mandated changes in graduation requirements headed our way, we need to be
prepared to implement the changes and also protect some of the outstanding elective programs that we offer.
There is only so much time in a day, and we don’t want to abandon excellent programs that serve our
students’ needs.
The Employee Morale Committee has been putting together several programs to improve the attitudes and
outlook of district staff. Let’s face it; it isn’t easy being a teacher, support staff, or administrator when you’re
asked on a regular basis to do more with less, job reductions are looming and the value and quality of what
you do is constantly challenged. We all know that a happy employee is a more productive employee.
And, finally, our construction project is nearing its close and yet we still have very positive news to share.
Our product has been outstanding, and due to increased interest earned on our funds along with conservative
spending in several areas, we have an additional $400,000 to spend on additional improvements. We’re in
the process of developing lists of possible projects that will be forwarded to the board of education.
As you can see, we have lots of positive things going on. We are moving forward and will continue to do
so. Your children will continue to receive an excellent education regardless of the issues that we face. That
is our commitment to you!
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The Board of Education typically
meets the THIRD Monday of every
month, with a work/study session
scheduled at 6 p.m. and a regular
monthly meeting at 7 p.m.
The
meetings are held in the Reed City
Middle School/High School Library,
and are open to the public. Any
changes to the meeting schedule
may be found on the Board of
Education
page
at
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us. Approved
minutes of meetings will be available
online or at the Office of the
Superintendent, 829 South Chestnut
Street in Reed City.
Notices of
special meetings and committee
meetings are publicly posted online
and
at
the
Office
of
the
Superintendent.
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School Scheduling Changes
Information regarding school
closing or schedule changes
due to severe weather is
available on the following radio
and TV stations throughout the
school year:
FM Radio Stations TV Stations
WDEE
97.3
WKJF
92.9
WBRN 100.9
WAAQ 102
WTCM 103.5
WOLW 91.1

TV 9 & 10
TV 7 & 4
TV 13
Fox 33

Looking for more?
Check Out our New Web Site
We continue to update and
improve our web site. Please
visit
us
at
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us for
school information including the
Board of Education, district
policies,
calendars
on
WebEvent, school staff, contact
information, and much more.

Reed City Area Public Schools
Board of Education
President:
Richard Saladin
Vice President: Mary Lou Proefrock
Secretary:
Dave Lucey
Treasurer:
Jim Dawson
Trustee:
Tom Tavis
Trustee:
Sheri Thompson
Trustee:
Richard Osborne

GED Testing at RC Community Education
by Brian Hammond, Director
Community Education

Our spring calendar for GED testing is now available. GED testing takes place every other
Friday at the Community Education building located at the corner of Slosson and Higbee in
Reed City. The fee for testing is $20 for each test. A battery of five tests must be passed to
earn the GED certificate. Our next six testing dates are as follows:
February 10, 2006
March 3, 2006
March 24, 2006
April 21, 2006
April 28, 2006
May 12, 2006

8:15 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
8:15 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
8:15 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

If you are interested in signing up, please call 832-5517 for an appointment to register and test.
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HIT THE SLOPES WITH
MIDDLE SCHOOL SKI CLUB
by Barb York, Teacher – RCMS

The Middle School Ski Club began its season January 19 with a trip to Caberfae Peaks in Cadillac.
The club held a dance in January to help pay for the cost of transportation and raised over $700.
That money is being split between four planned ski dates. Students ski from 4 to 9 p.m. and enjoy
all the runs that Caberfae has to offer. They average between 20 and 40 student participants each
time they make a trip. Ability levels range from beginners to very experienced skiers and boarders.
Students pay $11 for tow tickets and transportation if they have their own equipment. They pay an
extra $2 if they would like to rent skis or an extra $8 if they would like to rent a snow board. Free
lessons are provided for those who are first time skiers or boarders. All Reed City Middle School
students are invited to join us. Our remaining scheduled trips for this season are: February 9 and
23, and March 9.

.

“Howe” Cool is Middle School Technology?
by Tim Webster, Principal – RCMS

Mr.
Michael
Howe
spends many hours after
school
making
the
computer lab available to
middle school students
for a variety of reasons.

The lab is open each
week
on
Tuesday,
Wednesday,
and
Thursday from 3 to 4 p.m.
Some students use the
time to get caught up on

computer assignments or
work on assignments for
other classes. Tuesday
is the most popular day
because students are
allowed to come together
to
enjoy
computer
games.

Mr. Howe says, “During
the day, we focus on job
related use of technology
and the after-school open

labs gives the students
an opportunity just to
have some fun with the
technology.
This has
turned out to be a great
time for the students to
enjoy the technology and

enjoy
each
company.”

other’s
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REED CITY 2006
Countdown to the Olympics

VI Olympic Winter Games
by Tim Webster, Principal
Reed City Middle School
The excitement is growing as preparation for the sixth annual Winter Olympics gets under way at Reed City
Middle School. Beginning on Monday, March 6, students will participate in this annual event, the purpose of
which is to build school spirit and school pride. It is also used as an emotional lift with something different and
fun during the long stretch of time between the Holiday Break to Spring Break.
We will divide all the students in the school into eight countries and have Olympic-style competitions each
afternoon during the week. We will run a shortened schedule each day allowing about an hour for each daily
assembly. The daily team competitions this year will be:
Lightening Basketball
Name That Tune
1.5 Ton Tug of War
Team Dodge Ball
Wacky Obstacle Course

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Daily, the three winning teams will be presented with gold, silver or bronze medals. A Spirit Award also will be
presented at the end of the week to the team who has the most members participating in the daily dress-up;
that displays the best spirit; and demonstrates the best sportsmanship during Olympic Week. Every student
must participate in at least one of the competition events. Winter Olympics week is a tradition and has always
been a highlight for the students and staff. The school spirit and enthusiasm students illustrate during this
time is amazing. Feel free to stop in, if you can, to observe any or all of the activities.
Below are pictures from the V Winter Games (2005)

Medal Ceremony

Tug O War

Zack Griffin Name(s) that Tune
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“Mighty Mouse” Trap
by Tara Price, Teacher – RCMS

In the months of December and January, Mrs. Price’s 8th grade
term projects for their
kids have had to apply
create a mouse trap
become a tradition in 8th
students look forward to.
sees his or her students
something hands on and
goal for each car built is 4
20.3 meters held by Dusty
Every year there is a
he/she is going be the new
distance winners were
Jacob Reed. For now, 20.3 meters is still the distance to beat.

students were working on their long
motion unit. For many years, the
what they have learned in class to
powered car. This project has
grade science that many of the
It is very satisfying when a teacher
apply
their
knowledge
to
see them succeed. The distance
meters. The current record is
Huss and Trevan Thompson.
willing participant who believes
record holder.
This year’s
Kyle Apsey, RJ Lintemuth, and

Perfect Faces for Radio
by Gerald Langworthy, Teacher – RCMS
Some Reed City Middle School teachers have been experimenting with a blend of creativity and technology to
find a way to educate and entertain people around the world. A “Podcast” is, in essence, a talk-radio show that is
posted to a web site so that it can be regularly downloaded and listened to on a computer, an iPod, or any other
MP3 player.
Two Macintosh enthusiasts, Mr. VanScoyoc, sixth grade science teacher, and Mr. Langworthy, special
education teacher, have been investing their time and personal technology budgets to get the equipment and to
learn the tools and software needed to create The Coyotepod Podcast. The Coyotepod will be focused towards
teachers and students. It will include information on best practices in education, vocabulary, educational web site
suggestions, a serial/cliff hanger story telling and a few other ideas that will be decided on later.
Future plans include letting the students having a chance to contribute their work and stories online in the form
of a podcast. This will be a good motivation for the students to do their best work and to give them a creative way
to share their ideas and learn about a cutting-edge use of some pretty amazing technology.
If you have iTunes and want to hear the inspired ranting of RCMS’s finest, you can either do a search in the
Podcast section of the iTunes music store for "Coyotepod" and click on the free subscribe button or go to
http://www.coyotepod.com/podcast.html and download the episodes.

.
Langworthy and VanScoyoc -- The Perfect Faces for Radio
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New Faces at RC Community High
by Brian Hammond, Director – Community Education

As we start our new semester, there are a lot of new faces here at RC Community High. We have
twelve new students in our program who have never attended Community High. Of those twelve, seven
are schools of choice students -- that means they choose to come to Reed City rather than attend school
in the district in which they currently live. When I asked those students why they chose to come to Reed
City, they said that they heard the program in Reed City was very good and the teachers were very
helpful and flexible. I agree with both answers. Our younger students have a new building to attend, the
wing on the north end of the central office building. I think that this is also attractive to prospective
students, to have a new, clean building to attend. As we move forward with the remainder of the school
year, we are continuing to look for new students to help us build our program into one that other programs
want to emulate.

Arts and Crafts at Community High
by Brian Hammond, Director – Community Education

During the holiday season, the students at Reed City Community High got creative. For a few weeks
leading up to the winter break, the students worked during their art class on making holiday ornaments to
sell at the Santa Shop at Norman Elementary. The students made ornaments for trees and other knick
knack items. They then took the items to Norman and spent the days the Santa Shop was open selling
items to the staff and students of the elementary school. The students at Community High have been
doing this fun activity for a few years. It is fun for them, and it allows the students at Norman Elementary
a way to buy an inexpensive gift for their parents and siblings without having to rely on help from the other
parent or sibling. A definite win-win situation for everyone involved.
CANNED FOOD DRIVE 2005
Reed City Middle School Student Council
Members:

6 th Grade
Nolan Davenport
Morgan Eichenberg
Kasey Miller
Trevor Mund
Kurt Zolman

7 th Grade
Chelsea Goodman
Megan Oehrli
Alex Repo
Evan Stieg
Hailee Vandergriff

8 th Grade
Tiffany Erickson
Zack Griffin
Kelsey Koopman
Danielle Morgan
Lyndsey Spencer

Advisors: Tracie Koopman and Michelle McClellan
On November 11, 2005, 1,581 canned food items donated by Reed City Middle School students and collected and
coordinated by the Middle School Student Council were delivered to the Reed City Food Pantry, which services 130
local families. The district is proud of the students who coordinate, collect, donate and deliver the food to the pantry
in the spirit of community service.
Classes that collected the most cans:
1st Place:
Miss York’s class with a total of 352 cans; average of 18.53 cans per student
2nd Place:
Mrs. Morlock’s class with a total of 165 cans; average of 8.61 cans per student
3rd Place:
Mr. Britten’s class with a total of 159 cans; average of 7.57 cans per student

