CAMINOTES
Camino Grove Elementary School PTA Newsletter
November 2014
Let’s set the pace . . . Go Roadrunners!
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Upcoming
PTA Calendar
•

Nov 24-28:
NO SCHOOL

•

Dec 11 (Thursday):
Santa’s Fun Zone
Family Fun Night
(5:00-7:30pm)

•

Dec 18 (Thursday):
Winter Program
(morning)

•

Dec 19 (Friday):

Jan 8 (Thursday):
Common Core Day
(11:40am release)

Danae Popovich, Principal

Dec 22-Jan 2:
NO SCHOOL

•

•

What are the Common Core Standards for Mathematical Practices?
“Mathematically proficient students blend their knowledge of math content with their ability to
apply that knowledge to solve problems, communicate math ideas, justify solutions, model
math concepts, and reason to make sense of mathematics. The CCSS for Mathematical
Practices elevate our students’ learning from knowledge to application. They bring rigor into
our classrooms. They are the standards that ensure an understanding of math, focus on
development of reasoning, build mathematical communication, and encourage modeling and
representation. These Practices cannot be learned in quiet math classrooms filled with drilland-practice activities. They must be developed in language based classrooms filled with
explorations and discussions about math concepts.” (See page 2 for a Closer Look at
Standards 1 and 4)
From “Putting the Practices Into Action” by Susan O’Connell and John SanGiovanni
Please remember that this year we have seven Common Core Early Release Days. The students
will be released at 11:40. These days are different from our regular minimum days that end at
12:27 and our Wednesday release at 1:45. The dates are posted on the AUSD and Camino
Grove website. We will also send out phone and email reminders prior to these days as a way to
stay in communication with our families. I have listed all the early release times for the months of
November and December.

Class Parties
•

Can you believe we are already heading into the holiday season?! It seems like yesterday
I was welcoming you to a new year. As I stated in my last letter I will be sharing information
regarding the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for Mathematics. In the past, state
standards were focused on content learning. The CCSS not only address Mathematical Content
Standards (grade level specific), but they also emphasize mathematical thinking and reasoning
through the Common Core Standards for Mathematical Practices (K-12 standards).

Jan 12 (Monday):
PTA Meeting (9 am)

•

•

Jan 15 (Thursday):

NOVEMBER

CPK Restaurant
Night

Wednesday, November 19

Jan 19 (Monday):
NO SCHOOL

Friday, November 21

Early Dismissal
Minimum Day

November 24-28

Morning TK
Morning K

Mid-Morning TK
Grades 1-5
Mid-Morning K

11:25 AM

1:45 PM

11:55 AM

12:27 PM

NO SCHOOL

DECEMBER
Wednesday, December 3

Early Dismissal

11:25 AM

1:45 PM

Wednesday, December 10

Early Dismissal

11:25 AM

1:45 PM

Wednesday, December 17

Early Dismissal

11:25 AM

1:45 PM

December 22 - January 2

NO SCHOOL

Principal’s Message
A Closer Look at
Standards for Mathematical Practice #1 and #4
(continued from Mrs. Popovich’s page 1 letter)

Mathematical Practice Standard #1: Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
Understanding the Standard
“This standard focuses on the development of essential skills and dispositions for becoming an effective problem
solver, including:
• An understanding of the problem-solving process and how to navigate through the process from start to finish.
• A repertoire of strategies for solving problems and the ability to select a strategy that makes sense.
• The disposition to deal with confusion and persevere until a problem is solved.
Problem solving is not an algorithm to be practiced or a fact to be memorized. Effective problem solvers decide, for
each unique problem, what is being asked, what is important to consider, and appropriate path to the solutions and
the reasonableness of their actions.”
Problem Solving Questions to ask at home
“The following questions highlight important steps in the thinking process:”
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What is the problem asking?
How should I begin?
Where is the necessary data?
What should I so with that data?
Did my plan work?
Does my answer make sense?
Do I need to go back and try a different strategy?

Mathematical Practice Standard #4: Model with Mathematics
Why Model?
Models are representations of abstract math ideas. Through numbers, symbols, objects, diagrams and graphic
representations, we are able to see and manipulate math concepts and operations. Problem situations are clarified
and simplified when we create models of the problem.
Understanding the Standard
When we ask our students to create math models, we challenge them to represent their math understanding, to get
it out of their heads. They might do this by acting it out, using manipulatives, drawing diagrams etc… As students
look at their models, and the models that others have created, new insights arise, understanding is strengthened,
and problems become simpler.
Mathematically proficient students are able to:
• Model math ideas and problems in varied ways.
• Analyze models to draw conclusions and solve problems
From “Putting the Practices Into Action” by Susan O’Connell and John SanGiovanni
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PTA President’s Message
Dear Camino Grove Parents, Students, and Families,
Fall has been a whirlwind of activity for Camino Grove and PTA!
We had a wonderful Red Ribbon Week, where the kids learned about
bullying and drug awareness. Many classrooms participated in the poster
contest. Look for pictures on pages 8-11 of this issue of Caminotes.
PTA also ran the very popular Mrs. Nelson’s Book Fair during Student Led
Conference week. Students enjoyed browsing the aisles for their favorite
authors, and also had the opportunity to find some new books and series to
pique their interest. Many families donated books to their teachers and
classrooms. Thank you to all that donated and also to those that were
generous with their time by working at the book fair!
Trunk-or-Treat on Oct 30 was terrific as well. We had 18 cars decorated by
parents, families, and teachers giving out candy to over 400 children in
costume! Kids also enjoyed the many craft opportunities in the MPR. Thank
you to all that volunteered with helping on this night too!

PTA Board Members 2014-2015
Principal
President
Executive V.P.
1st V.P. Programs
2nd V.P. Publicity
3rd V.P. Room Reps
4th V.P. Membership
5th V.P. Ways & Means
6th V.P. Legislation
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Parliamentarian
Historian
Auditor

Danae Popovich
Jennifer Vargo
Audrey Her
Lisa Longo
Lauren Shalabi
Jonie Tsuji
Jennifer Shiuan
Ernie Tsui
Jill Hokanson
Joy Cheng
Regina Shay
Jelin Truong
Christine Maritato
Pearl Cheung
Kari Holmes
Valma Kwong

PTA MEETINGS
2014-2015

We also wrapped our Direct Donation drive with total donations of nearly
$10,000. A huge thank you from us to all that donated, in all amounts! Your
donations are what make all of our activities possible.

Meetings completed:
August 27 Meet & Greet — 9 am
September 8 — 6:15 pm*
October 13 — 9:00 am
November 10 — 6:15 pm*

In addition to all of these major programs, PTA was also busy behind the
scenes. PTA volunteers helped staff the Picture Day, Make-Up Picture Day,
and Vision Screening Day. PTA volunteers also donated food and treats for
teacher lunches during each day of the Student Led Conference Week, which
were VERY APPRECIATED by the teachers and staff.

Meetings still to come:
January 12 — 9:00 am
February 9 — 6:15 pm*
March 9 — 9:00 am
April 13 — 6:15 pm*
May 11 — 9:00 am

Meanwhile, our restaurant nights at The Habit and Flamzz were fun and
profitable. Be sure to mark your calendars for our next PTA restaurant night
on January 15, 2015 at California Pizza Kitchen at the Westfield Santa Anita
Mall. Look for the flyer on the PTA website or coming home in early January.

* A proctor will be on hand at night PTA
meetings to watch school-age children.

Coming up in the next month, we will have the return of Santa’s Fun Zone,
our 2nd Family Fun Night of the year, on Dec 11 from 5:00pm to 7:30pm.
Santa and his elves will be there with hot cocoa and games for all.
We will also once again be arranging for professional videography of the
Winter Program on December 18, with DVDs available for purchase through
pre-order flyers. The videography will be performed by a new company
which will also feature a live broadcast on two TV screens next to the stage
so purchasers can see exactly what footage they will be purchasing.
Finally, room parents will be coordinating Winter Class parties, which will
take place on December 19.
Please feel free to contact me at any time with questions, comments, or
concerns. I love to receive feedback on how you think things are going with
PTA this year.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Vargo
Camino Grove PTA President
cgpta.president@gmail.com
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*~*~*~*~* Volunteers of the Month *~*~*~*~*
Every month PTA honors some of our many, many wonderful volunteers for their special recent contributions.
The volunteers receive a small gift and a special parking space to use during the month.

October 2014
Audrey Her
Audrey co-chairs the Art Docent Program committee. In this role, she has worked tirelessly coordinating the
volunteers and taught many of the program lessons herself. She is always looking for new volunteers…so
please contact her if you are interested. Audrey also serves as Executive VP on the PTA Executive Board and
coordinates our translation team. Audrey is mother to Natalie in Ms. Simmons’ 2nd grade class and Nicholas,
a 7th grader at Dana Middle School.

Lien Huynh
Lien co-chairs the Art Docent Program committee as well, coordinating the volunteers for grades 3-5. Lien
has worked hard to manage her responsibilities while starting a new full-time job this year! Lien is mother to
Elijah in Mrs. Giammalva’s 3rd grade class and John in Mrs. Simon’s kindergarten class.
Special honorable mention to the rest of the Art Docent program team:
Moon is mother to Patrick in Mrs. Tallon’s 3rd
grade class and Austin in Mrs. Kim and Mrs. Trinh’s 5 grade class.

Moon Seo coordinates supplies for the program.

th

Joy Cheng spent MANY, MANY hours of the summer revamping the lesson plans.

She is also our
PTA Recording Secretary and will co-chair our canned food drive in Feburary. Joy is mother to Mark in
Mrs. Heggem’s 2nd grade class, Jenna in Miss Ziska’s 4th grade, and Christa at Dana Middle School.
Nancy is mother to Phoebe in Mrs. Yee’s 2nd
grade class, Audrey in Mrs. Kim and Mrs. Trinh’s 5 grade class, and Ella at Dana Middle School.

Nancy Cho helps with lesson planning work as well.
th

Regina Shay assisted Joy and Nancy with some lesson planning help over the summer as well.
She also serves as our PTA corresponding secretary and graphic designer for all our PTA flyers. Regina
is mother to Thomas in Mrs. Benford’s 5th grade class, Rachel in Mrs. Fernandez and Mrs. Luckey’s 1st
grade class, and future Camino Grove Roadrunner, Tobias.

November 2014
Riona Fujinaga
Riona served as our chairperson for Red Ribbon Week and is an active general PTA volunteer. This is only her
second year at Camino Grove, but she has proactively raised her hand take on responsibility and a leadership
role within PTA. Riona is mother to Jordan, a 1st grader in Mrs. Daniels’ class, and Rianne, a 5th grader in Mrs.
Shahinian’s class.

Debbie Wong
Debbie has faithfully chaired Camino Grove’s Reflections Program for many years and continues to run the
program this year. Her dedication has consistently brought in dozens of entries from students every year.
Debbie is mother to Joseph in Ms. Rozelle’s 3rd grade class, and daughters Olivia and Grace at Dana Middle
School.
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Thank you Book Fair Volunteers!
A big thank you to our book fair chairperson, Jill Hokanson, and the many volunteers
who made this year’s book fair possible! These friendly volunteers ran the cash register,
manned the entrance, and assisted kids, parents, and teachers with finding books.
Joy Cheng

Arnold Chien

Julie Chae

Audrey Her

Lucy Deng

Valma Kwong

Nerida Gonzalez

Virginia Kenworthy

Heather Wolpert-Gawron

Ernie Tsui

Vanessa Cortez

Jonie Tsuji

Jamie Lee

Emily Chu

Lina Myrvold

Christine Maritato

Jenny Shih

Jelin Truong

Lauren Shalabi

Jennifer Shiuan

Regina Shay
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We had our annual Trunk or Treat on Thursday , October 30th from 5 pm—7:30pm. It was a great
turnout with more than 400 students, teachers, family and friends that attended. With almost 20
vehicles that participated in decorating and giving out candy, it turned out to be a fun ﬁlled night.
The craft stations inside the MPR Room were ﬁlled with children coloring their bags and having fun
with their friends. We were lucky enough to have parents donate plenty of candy and goodies for
our children to enjoy. We want to thank all the parents who donated their money, time, and energy
to make this event so special for our children. A very special thank you to Lisa Longo who
organized the event and did an amazing job!
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Red Ribbon Week
Red Ribbon Week was a great success, due to the hard work of chairperson Riona Fujinaga.
She and her team decorated the entire school with red ribbons and penants. Thank you to all of the
volunteers involved!
Regina Shay

Mala Patel

Keith Fujinaga

Nerida Gonzalez

Akash Patel

Ms. Hang

Piero Stillitano

Margaret Chu Budiman

Ms. Tran

Thida Win

Mayra Gaytan Peraza
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Red Ribbon Week
The winners of our Red Ribbon Week 2014 Poster Contest were Mrs. Pasqua’s and Mr. Rhee’s
classrooms. Congratulations on a job well done! It was a tough decision for the panel of judges
because there were so many wonderful posters! The winning classrooms were treated by PTA to a
celebratory ice cream party.
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Red Ribbon Week

10

Red Ribbon Week
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PTA Membership Ice Cream Winners
Mrs. Rozelle and Mrs. Yee’s classes were our upper and lower grade winners for the
first to have 100% parent enrollment into PTA. These two classes were given an ice
cream party for their accomplishment. This party was given to the children at the
beginning of October. Congratulations to Mrs. Rozelle and Mrs. Yee’s students and
their parents!
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PTA Membership Ice Cream Winners
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Do you want participate in a fun and
EASY way to raise money for Camino
Grove PTA? Our year-long fundraiser
with 3 Arcadia Subway Restaurants is
back again this year!

mid-A flyer that just looks like this was sent home with every student in mid
October with the Subway Fundraiser business card attached. You can use
that card over and over ALL YEAR LONG (until the end of June 2015) to earn
10% of your purchase back to Camino Grove PTA!
We have a limited number of replacement cards available with Mrs. Heltsley in
the school front office. Please ask her if you need a replacement card.
Contact camino.grove.pta@gmail.com for any questions.
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Does Camino Grove do the “Box Tops” program?
Have you ever wondered if Camino Grove participates in the “Box Tops” program? The
answer is YES! And we also participate in a few others as well! We collect:

Box Tops for Education

How can I submit my
labels and box tops?

Labels for Education

(1) There is a plastic box where you
can deposit them in the
conference room across from
Mrs. Heltsley’s desk in the front
office! Ask Mrs. Heltsley or Mrs.
Joseph if you need help.
(2) You can send them in a plastic
baggy with your child to school.
Your student’s teacher will help get
them to the front office.

Tyson Project A+ labels

**** Check out the next 4 pages for all
of the different products you already
use everyday that provide labels and
box tops for these programs! ****
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