DRAFT Minutes from 3‐22 Meeting
Note: These are not the official record of the GWCS Board until formally adopted at its next meeting.

Minutes of the SPECIAL MEETING
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
GREENWOODS CHARTER SCHOOL
468 Domino Lane, Philadelphia, PA 19128
March 22, 2018 | 5:00 PM
This special meeting was duly advertised in accordance with the Pennsylvania Sunshine Law in
the Philadelphia Inquirer.
1. Call to Order/ Pledge to the Flag
The meeting was called to order at 5:10 PM by Trustee Durso.

2. Members in Attendance:
Present: D. Durso; Reuben Mills, CEO; Jeffrey Stacey, O’Donnell Stacey, counsel to the
Board.
Members Weikert, George, Smart were not present.

3. Receipt of Resignations
Action. To approve the resignations of Trustees Dawn Prall George (effective March 12,
2018), Jen Weikert (effective March 16, 2018), and Dr. Robbin Smart (effective March 12,
2018).
As the sole remaining board member, D. Durso authorized the above action approving the
resignations of former members George, Weikert, and Smart.

4. Election of New Members
Resolved, to elect the following individuals to the Green Woods Charter School
Board of Trustees:
Meg Perillo
Heather Cowley
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Chelsea Badeau
Deena Benner
As the sole Board member, D. Durso authorized the above action electing the new members of
the Board.
J. Stacey administered the Oath of Office to the new board members, who also signed the
attached Oath of Office document.

5. Election of Officers
Action. To elect the following individuals to the following officer positions, effective
immediately and until the next Annual Meeting or until a successor shall be duly elected
and shall qualify:
President/Chair – Debi Durso
Treasurer – Meg Perillo
Motion: C. Badeau; seconded by D. Benner. Vote was 5‐0 in favor. Motion carried.
D. Durso stated that it was the Board’s intention that the Secretary and Vice‐President offices
be filled at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

6. Updates and Reports
a. Information. Report from Trustees.
Durso, and each of the newly elected Trustees, gave a brief report to the public regarding their
backgrounds, skillsets, and their hope for the future of the charter school. Copies of a document
containing bios for all members were circulated among members of the public at the meeting,
and is attached.
Durso addressed the Board’s immediate business which included recruitment of additional new
board members, and that that Heather Cowley will head up the recruitment effort and bring
new nominations before the Board. Durso also indicated that the new Trustees are each parents
of one or more Green Woods students, and that she intends for the entire board to be filled with
other individuals from outside the school community in addition to the core of parent board
members. Durso asked that the community give the new Board time to calibrate and move
forward positively.
Trustees Badeau, Benner, Cowley and Perillo each gave a brief address regarding their
backgrounds, relevant experience, and hopes for the future of the school.
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Durso thanked the previous Board members for their service and acknowledged that they
provided the foundation on which the new Trustees will conduct their work.

b. Information. CEO Address from Reuben Mills.
CEO Mills gave a brief address including:
‐

Thanking GWCS teacher C. Skladitis for helping construct GWCS’s new summer school program
with the Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education. Mills stated that the program will
include in‐class instruction at GWCS and outdoor play at the Schuylkill Center.

‐

Announcement of a new partnership with NFTE (Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship)

‐

Expressing excitement for the inaugural Green Woods talent show taking place later that
evening, for which students have been preparing for several months

‐

A brief update regarding Reading Olympics and an upcoming field day at the YMCA
c. Action. To approve the reports above, as stated at the meeting and/or as attached.
Motion made by D. Benner; seconded by H. Cowley. Vote was 5‐0 in favor. Motion
carried.
7. Other Matters/New Business
a. Action. To approve the School Calendar for the 2018‐2019 school year.
Motion made by M. Perillo; seconded by C. Badeau. Vote was 5‐0 in favor. Motion
carried.
8. Public Comment
No individuals had signed up to speak by the designated time. At the beginning of the meeting,
Durso addressed the public and indicated a new public comment email address (board@gwcs.org)
was created to streamline requests for public comment.
9. Adjournment
a. Action. To adjourn the meeting.
Motion made by M. Perillo; seconded by C. Badeau. Vote was 5‐0 in favor. Motion
carried.
The meeting was adjourned at 5:28 PM.
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