The Eagle’s Nest
Fundrail Quimbley, Teacher of the Year
for Mitchell County School System
Fundrail Quimbley has been selected as the Teacher of the Year for the Mitchell County
School System. Mr. Quimbley is a 6th-8th grade English/Language Arts teacher at the
Mitchell Academy Center. His drive and passion for teaching has set him apart from static
educators. His approach is dynamic in nature and assertive in
direction. This passion drove him to the Mitchell Academy
Center where he motivates and encourages students to remain
focused and diligent. Although challenging, his job at the
alternative school renews his inner strength and confirms his
calling. He wants to become a pioneer in the Alternative
Education Field and has designed a curriculum that is conducive
for the Alternative Environment. His discovery of classroom
management tools has enabled him to allocate more time for
academic learning and less on managing negative behaviors. His
greatest endeavor is to encourage students to be responsible,
independent citizens. Because of the multiple subjects and grade
levels he teaches, Mr. Quimbley devotes a significant amount of
time to planning and researching educational strategies that will
aid him in his quest for victory. See TOTY page 8.

Read about the other Teachers of the Year from each school on pages 8-9.
Mitchell County Primary School: Tanya Thomas
Walker-Inman Elementary School: Sandra Frazier
Mitchell County Middle School: Glenda Wimberly
Mitchell County High School: Thomas Gilbert

MCMS Safety Poster Contest Winners:
The MCMS Art Club sponsored a “Why You Should Use Seat Belts and/or Child Safety
Seats” poster contest in accordance with The University of Georgia, Georgia Traffic Injury
Prevention Institute (GTIPI). Participants created a poster that displayed the importance of
wearing seat belts or using child safety seats. Sixth grader Meagan Brown won first place and
an ice cream sundae party for herself and five of her friends during her lunch period plus five
days worth of free ice-cream coupons.
Meagan’s poster will be sent to the GTIPI to
be judged with the county and state entries
on March 16-20. If Meagan wins at the state
level, her poster will be featured in the 2010
calendar sent out by the GTIPI. Sixth grader
Joseph Arline won second place and free
ice-cream coupons for three days. Seventh
grader Eddie Brown won third place and
free ice-cream coupons for two days. Sixth
grader Ashley Potts won honorable
mention. Left: Joseph Arline, Meagan
Brown, and Eddie Brown proudly display
their posters.
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MCHS Early Childhood Education
Students Tour MCPS Classes
On January 27, Ms. P. Gehle’s Early Childhood Education classes
traveled over to Mitchell County Primary School to tour several
Pre-K and Kindergarten classrooms. While there, students were
able to observe the classroom environment along with studentteacher interactions. Students in Ms. Gehle’s classes have been
studying about appropriate learning environments for children. The
students have discussed age appropriate furniture, types of activity
centers and the best colors to use in the classroom. Special thanks
to Ms. Blackburn, Ms. Davis, Ms. Fletcher, Ms. Jones, Ms. Kelly,
and Ms. Murray for allowing Ms. Gehle’s students to tour their
classrooms.
Left: Kontriva Mango, Blair Brown, Shaquill Burley

National School Counselor Week
Curve balls a coach can’t explain. Chemistry not found in a lab. These are a few of the
reasons why we need school counselors. School Counselors don’t pretend to have all the
answers, but there are countless situations during the school day where the counselor helps the
child deal with problems. National School Counselor Week was February 2-6. Mitchell
County Counselors: Mary Beth Palmer, Shirley Singletary, Danielle Williamson, and Jacque
Walker attended the Region 10 meeting in Albany to culminate the week. Sessions included
parental involvement in the schools-emergency preparedness and career pathways.

AR Awards
There were 94 students that met their AR goal for the last nine weeks. These students were
given a dance in their honor. They had fun doing the electric slide, the Hokey Pokey, the
Chicken Dance and several more different dances. Each student received a Valentine cup
filled with candy, a toy, and a pencil. Their names
are posted on the grade halls showing their
achievement with AR.

The Eagle’s Nest is the
official newspaper for the
Mitchell County School
System.
All articles for publication in
this newsletter should be
electronically submitted to the
school media specialist by the
15th of each month.
Visit us on-line at
http://mitchell.schooldesk.net
Produced by:
Ruth Lee, Public Relations
Coordinator
Special thanks to everyone
who contributed and who
helped proof this issue.
It is the policy of the Mitchell
County School System not to
discriminate on the basis of
race, color, sex, religion,
national origin, age, or
disability in any employment
practice, educational program,
or any other program, activity
or service.
Abbreviations:
Mitchell Co. Primary (MCPS)
Walker-Inman (WIES)
Mitchell Middle (MCMS)
Mitchell Co. High (MCHS)
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Kindergarteners Celebrate Groundhog Day
On Monday, February 2, 2009, the students in Ms. Rice’s kindergarten class read books about groundhogs and Groundhog Day.
The students learned what a groundhog is and how he hibernates during the winter. The students learned how groundhogs live
and care for their young. Each year on February 2, the groundhogs come out of their burrows to look for their shadows. If they
see their shadows, there will be six more weeks of winter. If they do not see their shadows, spring is on the way. After the
students learned about groundhogs, they drew and colored pictures of groundhogs. They all drew pretty pictures, and it was
difficult deciding which one was the best!

The students at the blue table are working hard
drawing their groundhogs.

Shedrick looks up from drawing his groundhog long
enough to smile for the camera.

MCMS Students of the Month:
6th Grade: Antonia Jones, 7th Grade: Erin Moore, 8th Grade: Shanice Jackson
The MCMS Media Center is selling
Muscular Dystrophy Lapel Shamrock pins for $1.00.
All proceeds will go to the Muscular Dystrophy Association.

JROTC Activities
JROTC began the year 2009 with a clothes drive and donated a total of 1,671 articles of clothing. After the clothes drive, GA946 conducted a canned food drive. They did an excellent job surpassing the goal of 400 cans and raised a total of 1,002 cans.
This community service event was turned into a flight competition, and Delta Flight, commanded by junior Cadet Brionne
Green, came out on top. Alpha flight had the top individual performer, sophomore Cadet Angie Fletcher, bringing in an amount
of 146 cans. As a result of the two community service
events, 15 cadets earned their Service
ribbons. Congratulations! On a recent field trip,
JROTC attended the Museum of Aviation in Warner
Robins. Here, the cadets got up close and personal
with airplanes dating back to World War I through
present day planes. They also got the opportunity to
learn more about the heroines and heroes of America's
wars.
Left: Back row: V. Robinson, J. Mathis, N. Mathis, J. Scott,
N. Peoples. Front: C. Davis, A. Evans, J. Grant, L. Nixon,
K. Taylor

Cadet Keajihia Taylor in the
F-105 Simulator
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Saturday School is in Session at WIES

By Mrs. Jacquelyn White
Neither rain, sleet nor snow will keep the students of Walker-Inman from learning. Saturday
School at Walker-Inman is allowing students a second chance at mastering the planned
curriculum. The administrators and a group of dedicated staff members decided that they would
go the extra mile in making sure that the students were given every opportunity possible at being
successful in school. Students receive instruction that is differentiated through small group
learning, hands-on activities, and games. The 21st century technology also adds creativity and
excitement to learning. Walker-Inman received school improvement funds which pay for salaries and transportation for the
students. Principal Jacquelyn White believes that each instructional moment will help to improve the performance of our
students. We use the Saturday hours to review and reteach information in a non-traditional way which allows the students an
opportunity to receive instructions catered to his/her learning style. One 4th grade student, Yanaria Hicks, said that she now
understands “expanded form” since attending Saturday school. Her teacher is Ms. Barbara Keaton. Thanks to supportive
parents, WIES will continue to improve in all areas. Our classes began on January 31 and will end April 4. The hours of
operation are 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

It’s DeKeria Butler
and Bristol Hicks!

Alisha St. Pierre,
Annijah Mendez

Marcus and Armoni Collier

Kimbreyonna Williams,
Tony Partin

Eric Rojas, Shedrick Thompson

Jason Smith, Jamarcus Hopkins

Jontavia Taylor, Tynesha
Jackson, Keiara Cooper

Ivory Myers, Dumars Pollard and
Ms. Annette Robinson

MCHS 500 Club Top Scores as of February 2009
One hundred forty-eight students at Mitchell County High School accepted a challenge to learn 500 SAT
words before the end of this school term. They study twenty words a week and then voluntarily take a quiz
over each list. Listed below are the top students.
DeAsia Smith—160 points
Cassandra Holmes—140 points
Japonica Grant—118 points
Kuwanza Frazier—117 points
D’aieriean Murray—109 points

Congratulations to these students!
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Sentence Builder
By Wendi Donley
Aniya Jackson, Anthony McIntyre, Chelsie Mobley, and Danarick Slaughter
are working in the Sentence Builder Center. They had to use the letter tiles to
build complete sentences. This center is to help them with correct sentence
structure, capitalization, and punctuation. The standard that this center covers
is ELA3C1: The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules
of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate
application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats:
f. Identifies and uses increasingly complex sentence structure and
g. Distinguishes between complete and incomplete sentences.

Identifying Nouns
By Nikki Hirsch and
Wendi Donley
Walker-Inman Elementary
third graders (right) A’keem
Smith, Kayla Tabb, and Jason
Perry work at the Identifying
Noun Center. The students had
to find words and pictures of
nouns to paste on construction
paper. This activity was
exciting and educational for
students. Amoni Collier, Luis
Esquivel, and Tei’Ara Lumpkin (left) are working in the Identifying
Nouns Center. They had to look through magazines and find pictures of nouns. After finding the pictures, they had to cut and
paste them on a piece of construction paper. This activity helped them understand that a noun is a person, place, or thing. Their
papers were displayed in the hallway. Georgia Performance Standard: ELA3C1 The student demonstrates understanding and
control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and
grammar in both written and spoken formats. The student b. Identifies and uses nouns (singular, plural, possessive) correctly.

Parents:
If you do not wish for your child’s picture to be placed in the newsletter or on the MCSS web site,
please go to the central office to sign a waiver form.

Listening Center
By Nikki Hirsch
Walker-Inman Elementary third graders Jakeria Florence, Alexia Johnson,
and Stacy Myles work at the listening center. The girls listened to a story
about Rosa Parks. After the story, the students asked one another questions
pertaining to the story. Georgia Performance Standard: ELA3LSV1
The student uses oral and visual strategies to communicate. The
student a. Adapts oral language to fit the situation by following the rules
of conversation with peers and adults. b. Recalls, interprets, and
summarizes information presented orally. c. Uses oral language for
different purposes: to inform, persuade, or entertain. d. Listens to and
views a variety of media to acquire information.
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“If I Were President” - WIES Essay Winners
The faculty and staff of Walker-Inman Elementary would like to say congratulations to the students who were recognized in the
“If I Were President” essay contest. Over fifty of our students were awarded ribbons and certificates for their winning essays.
The students wrote essays detailing what they would do if they were elected President of the United States. The contest was
sponsored by the Jimmy Carter Education Program in partnership with the Georgia Department of Education, Sumter County
Schools, and the National Park Service. The winning writings will be housed at the Jimmy Carter Museum in Plains, Georgia.
We are very proud of these students and their accomplishments.

CONGRATULATIONS
TO

MCHS Basketball News:


Tiona Burley and Kedeemya Cooper were selected
1st Team All-Region 1AA.



Jasmine Thomas was selected to the 2nd Team
All-Region 1AA.



Alexandria Holmes, Kapri Gaines, and D'Erika
Quimbley were all Honorable Mentions.



The Lady Eagles' coaching staff was selected as
co-coach of the year with the coaching staff from
Albany High School.

DIAMOND
SWACKERD
MCMS
SPELLING BEE

MCMS Relay for Life Campaign
Mitchell County Middle School has begun collecting “Cash for a Cure” in support of the Relay for Life Campaign. Cancer is a
disease that has impacted so many people’s lives, and MCMS is a continual supporter of the Relay for Life program. Annually,
MCMS sponsors a competition between the grade levels to see which grade level can earn the most money by donating spare
change. The competition started Monday, February 9 and will end Tuesday, March 31. The grade level that meets the minimum
of $500 and raises the most money among all grade levels will get to “dress down” the entire last week of school.
Parents, we ask that you encourage your child to support such a noble cause. We also invite you to make a contribution. In fact, if
you would like to make a donation in honor of someone who has been affected by cancer, we will be posting the individual’s
name on our front windows indicating your donation in his or her honor. All checks should be made payable to Mitchell County
Middle School because we write a check in full to the American Cancer Society. Any donation made by a parent in honor of a
friend and/or family member will be counted toward the contributor’s child’s grade level. If you have any questions or concerns,
or would like to help MCMS’s Relay for Life Campaign, please contact Mrs. Williamson, School Counselor at 336-2112.

Tammie Williams, Dental Hygienist, Speaks to Pre-K Classes
Ms. Tammie Williams, dental
hygienist from Dr. Bonita
Richter’s office, came and
explained to the Pre-K classes
the proper way to take care of
their teeth. She explained the
importance of eating good
snacks, flossing, and brushing
their teeth at least twice a day.
She brought with her posters
to illustrate to the students the
importance of good dental
care.

March 2009 Edition

Page 7

Valentine’s Day Ball
The Mitchell County Primary School held its first annual Valentine’s Day Ball on February 13, 2009
from 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. Students were dressed to impress in their “Sunday best.” Students had an
awesome time dancing, eating, and having fun with their friends. DJ Hank Thomas played many songs in
which the students had a chance to show off their dance moves. They enjoyed hotdogs, chips, cookies,
and punch. A professional photographer was available to take pictures. Students look forward to next
year’s Valentine’s Day Ball. Below are scenes from the ball.

Junior/Senior Prom
Mitchell County High School will have its Junior/Senior Prom on Saturday, April 11, 2009, from
7:30 p.m. until 11:30 p.m. at Gin Creek in Bay, GA. Tickets ($60 couples and $30 for single) can be
purchased from Mrs. L. Collins in the MCHS front office until March 6, 2009. (Ticket costs after
March 6 are: $70 couples and $35 for single.) For more details, contact Tonya Rossitter at 336-0970.
Gin Greek’s website: http://www.gincreek.com

Pre-K: Heart to Heart Program
The Pre-K classes hosted a Heart to Heart program for their parents and community leaders. Ms.
Pam Jones and Mrs. Elizabeth Brinson’s classes gave a heartfelt welcome and sang “I’m So Glad
to Be Here!” The purpose of the program was to show parents how to nourish and love their
children. The guest speaker was the Rev. Dr. Daniel Simmons, the renowned pastor of Mt. Zion
Baptist Church of Albany, Georgia. Rev. Simmons expressed to the parents just how important it
is to give a special touch and some kind words to their children daily. These gestures would
make a lasting impact in their child’s live.
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Teacher of the Year: Fundrail Quimbley

continued from page 1
Mr. Quimbley graduated from Albany State University with a bachelor’s degree and master’s degree
in Middle Grades Education. Currently, he is completing his last semester in the Educational
Specialist Program at Albany State University.
He decided to pursue this career in hopes of
promoting growth in his community. He specializes in classroom renewal and student preparation.
Mr. Quimbley devotedly researches ways to encourage students to constantly construct knowledge. It
is his belief that educational breakthroughs begin with students realizing that they are necessary and
authentic members of the school and learning community. Student learning is at the core of what
school stands for; furthermore, a community must be actively constructed by learners and the
professionals in the school.
Fundrail Quimbley is married to the lovely Pamela Quimbley. Together, they are the proud parents of
Fundrail C. Quimbley Jr., Calvin and Corey Parks, and one adoptive son, Demarcus Burkes. Fundrail
Cornelius Quimbley is from Camilla, Georgia and was reared in a single parent home by his mother,
Patricia Ann English. As a young man, spiritual and social values were greatly instilled by his parents. His mother’s quote “Life
is too short to waste time” motivates him daily. His father, Freddrick Quimbley Sr. instilled the value of perseverance. Despite
setbacks and disappointments, Mr. Quimbley believes that setbacks are designed to set one up for greater comebacks. Mr.
Quimbley often recalls his mother’s sacrificial commitment toward life. Wisdom comes through action not words. With a two
year old baby, his mother refused to allow her teenage pregnancy to limit her. Mr. Quimbley was reared by his mother in a
dormitory room at Fort Valley State College. These tender moments are permanently sealed into his mind. And he vividly
remembers the sacrifices and super mindedness of his mother. Mr. Quimbley and his mother inevitably became victors over
what seemed to be hopeless circumstances. To conquer is to take great risks and remain consistent in spite of the conditions.

Mrs. Tanya Thomas
TOTY Mitchell County Primary School
Tanya Thomas is the daughter of Mary Ross and the late Willie Frank Ross of Camilla. Her
husband of 19 years is Harold Thomas. They have two children: Kiandra, 14 and Jalen, 4. Mrs.
Thomas is a 1986 graduate of Mitchell-Baker High School. In 1992, she received an
undergraduate degree from Albany State College in Early Childhood Education (ECE). She later
obtained a Master’s degree in ECE from Albany State University in 1998. In 2006, she obtained
an Educational Specialist degree from Georgia Southwestern State University. Mrs. Thomas was
the Middle School’s girls’ basketball coach for almost 15 years. Presently, she is a first grade
teacher at Mitchell County Primary School. She has worked in the Mitchell County School
System for 15 ½ years. Her inspiration to teach was drawn from many personal experiences as a
child. The expectations and beliefs of former teachers motivated her to become a teacher. She
desired to give back that which was given to her. Mrs. Thomas believes that God creates unique
people to teach and that He places a special calling upon the lives of those who teach. She feels that God puts teachers here to
care for children; therefore, teachers must love the profession in order for a difference to be made in the lives of children. With
God, the rewards of teaching are immeasurable.

Ms. Sandra Frazier
TOTY Walker-Inman Elementary School
Sandra Frazier was born and raised in Mitchell County. She has a daughter named Tanika.
Her parents are Charlie and Susie Mae Frazier and she has nine siblings. She is a proud
graduate of the Mitchell County School System, Fort Valley State College, and Georgia State
University. She is a member of the Beulah Missionary Baptist Church where she serves as
the church’s clerk, sings in the gospel choir, and is a mission worker. Most of her time is
consumed with three things: the church, her family and her job. Currently, she is a 5th grade
teacher at Walker-Inman Elementary and has been in the profession of education for 31 years.
Ms. Frazier believes in doing the best job she can for the children. She encourages her
students to set goals, excel, do what is right, and love themselves. As an educator, she wants
to provide our children with opportunities for a better and brighter future and prepare them to
become responsible citizens.
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Ms. Glenda Wimberly
TOTY Mitchell County Middle School
Glenda Wimberly is the second of seven children born to Margaret Harris and the late Chris Harris of Camilla, GA. In 1970,
she graduated from the Camilla Consolidated High School, presently Walker-Inman Elementary School. Ms. Wimberly is a
member of the Friendship Missionary Baptist Church here in Camilla. She has two daughters,
Valoria and Tiffany and four energetic grandchildren: Colin, Cody, Camille and Caleb
Wimberly.
Ms. Wimberly attended Paine College and received a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Elementary Education in December 1974. On January 14, 1975, she was hired as a
Kindergarten teacher at SouthStreet Kindergarten in Valdosta, GA. In addition to teaching
kindergarten, she has taught 3rd Grade Mathematics, 5th Grade Social Studies, and 6th Grade
Language Arts. She worked in the Valdosta City School for six and a half years. In 1981, she
was hired by the Mitchell County Board of Education as a 6th Grade Language Arts Teacher.
She has taught 6th, 7th, and 8th Grades Language Arts since she has been employed by the
Mitchell County School System. At the present time, she is teaching 6th Grade Language
Arts where she co-teaches one block with Mrs. Porter. Ms. Wimberly’s philosophy of
education is that all children can learn. It does not matter what type of family they come
from, their socio-economic background, or their race; if they are taught and shown that
someone cares about them then they can learn. She feels that the children she teaches are her
very own children, and that they deserve the best she has to offer.

Mr. Thomas Gilbert
TOTY Mitchell County High School
Mr. Tom Gilbert graduated from Ft. Valley High School. He was drafted into the U.S. Army and retired as Master Sergeant
with 33 years of service serving active duty with a Psychological Operations unit, where he attended Airborne training and a
Mapping unit in Germany. He finished his military career as a parachute rigger in an
US Army Reserve Airdrop Supply Unit. Mr. Gilbert participated in Desert Storm in
1991 and Operation Enduring Freedom in 2001-02. In 1994, he graduated from
Valdosta State University and taught science at Pelham High School from 1994-2001.
In 2002, he began teaching at Mitchell County High School. Mr. Gilbert is married to
Jacqueline, and they have three children and eight grandchildren. He enjoys the
interaction with his students as they learn new concepts in A.P. Biology and Human
Anatomy and Physiology. He also enjoys seeing the information sink in and when
understanding comes into their eyes. Mr. Gilbert said, “The best thing I have had
happen, many times, is having former students tell me how much they got out of my
classes. I even had one young lady tell me that my class inspired her to enter the
veterinary field. My greatest accomplishment is in setting the learning example for
my students to have a happy, successful life after high school.”

FCCLA Project: Recycling Old Cell Phones
For a fundraiser and recycling project, Family, Career and Community Leaders of America
(FCCLA) members have teamed up with Motorola to collect old cell phones. The cell phones
can be any name brand. Beginning February 16, the members placed collection boxes
throughout the high school: at the front desk, in Ms. L. Wingate’s room (E117), and in Ms.
P. Gehle’s room (E105). Boxes were placed in the community at Camilla Java and at Hodges
Jewelry. If donors are unable to drop them off, please email Ms. P. Gehle
(paxton_gehle@mitchell.k12.ga.us)or Ms. L. Wingate (Lillibel_wingate@mitchell.k12.ga.us).
FCCLA members will be glad to pick them up.

Everyone is invited to participate in this project.
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To the Parents and Children of Mitchell County
who may attend school at North Mitchell County Elementary School
Letters were recently circulated in the community with questions regarding the school being built in Baconton,
Georgia. Over the past two years, we have held town hall meetings and public hearings to give the community
an opportunity to ask questions and share concerns. The Mitchell County Board of Education encourages those
individuals who have questions to direct their questions to the right people, the Mitchell County School Board
Members and/or the Mitchell County Superintendent. There are many good reasons why building this school
should and will work. The right reason is because the children deserve it! Let us all expand our view and choose
to see the positives and not the negatives. Is the glass half empty or half full? When individuals have tunnel
vision, they cannot see or hear the right reasons. The individuals asking these questions should examine their
reasons. Could it be personal reasons why they oppose the school being built?
Questions, Comments, and Answers:
Question 1. Why must children travel 12-15 miles to school, when there is a school across town? The Board
had many different reasons as to why we decided to build the school in North Mitchell County. A few of the
good reasons are:
1) The students in Baconton sometimes stay on the bus two to three hours during the heat of the day and
must be at the bus stop early in the morning and must wait in the dark.
2) Students in Camilla who would be traveling to the North Mitchell County School will leave Camilla and
go directly to school; the average time on the bus will be 15-30 minutes.
3) The Board also looked at statistics throughout the United States, when students attended PreK-2 grade
and when students attended 3-5 grades. Those students attending PreK-2 grade had learning deficits
between 2nd and 3rd grade.
4) According to the statistics, students attending PreK-5 grade have a greater chance of success. This
continuum would give the students and parents a better chance to get to know the administrators and
classroom teachers.
5) The Georgia Department of Education looks at grades (3rd, 5th, and 8th) on the State mandated
Criterion Reference Competency Tests (CRCT). The new configuration of grades will enhance the
students’ ability to meet state standards as defined on the CRCT.
Question 2: Could it be that there are not enough school age children, grades PreK-5th, to fill the school being
built in North Mitchell County?
1) The School Board included North Mitchell as the population to attend the school, which would have a
southern boundary from Georgia Highway 37; North to the Dougherty County/Mitchell County line.
This will provide the necessary population based on state standards to achieve the necessary numbers for
the schools.
2) The School Board members checked the numbers of students; we have over 1300 students, including the
charter school’s students. The students attending the Baconton Charter School were not considered in
the count; that left over 900 students between the two PreK-5 schools to attend the North Mitchell
County School.
3) In our discussions with the Georgia Department of Education on the facility plan, we asked that the
Baconton Charter School students not be included in the numbers for the new school. According to the
state department, Mitchell County is the constitutional school district for the State of Georgia. All state
laws that regulate student count for earnings toward the construction of the new school facility were met
based on legal guidelines.
Question 3: Just how many school age children, grade PreK-5th, are there in North Mitchell County?
1) Based on studies by the Administration, the boundaries were set to include the southern boundaries from
Georgia Highway 37; North to the Dougherty County/Mitchell County line. Approximately
350 students are assigned to the North Mitchell County site.
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To the Parents and Children of Mitchell County who may attend
school at North Mitchell County Elementary School
Continued from page 10

Comment 1: If the data and information for the North Mitchell County Elementary School were false and/or
misleading, then the school board should correct it.
1) The data used to achieve the numbers was provided by the Georgia Department of Education in a facilities
study. We believe the information provided by the Georgia Department of Education is in no way false or
misleading but is based on statistical information for Mitchell County.
Comment 2: Those people guilty of lies, providing misleading information and deceptions should be removed from
their positions by the 2009 board.
1) We are very fortunate to have committed school board members that served in their capacity for the last four
years. During their tenure, the district has made tremendous student gains as a result of decisions made on
behalf of the students. Such gains include: Board of Distinction; Governor’s Cup for SAT Score
Improvement; District AYP; U.S. News & World Report Bronze Level High School; MCHS Students
presented at “Capitol Tech 2009” in Atlanta and in Washington, D.C.; Distinguished Title I School and
Distinguished School District; and State Superintendent’s Distinguished Achievement Award for
Improvement in American Literature on EOCT.
Comment 3: We in the community are just tired of our local public officials with the same characteristics of those
on Wall Street, Washington and Big CEO’s (untrustworthy)!
1) The Board has been honest and trustworthy in their decisions. We have heard from the naysayers.
However, we know there are many citizens who support what we do, and we have heard from them; but
there are many that support us, yet we will never hear from them.
2) Decisions that were made in the last four years were not always popular decisions, but in the end we made
the best decisions for our students.
Comment 4: The parents within the city limits of Camilla will not honor or respect your North Mitchell County
attendance zone.
1) Our Mitchell County parents have always supported the Board’s decisions, and we expect they will honor
and respect any decision that allows their child an opportunity to excel and succeed. Through school and
board meetings, parents are always welcome to address issues that they have about their child. School and
central office personnel are ready and willing to address any and all issues that may impact your child’s
success.
Comment 5: The issue is not a school in North Mitchell County, but there are not enough children in the area to
build the kind of school building that is in plan to be built.
1) Schools are built to meet the needs of the students in the county. Based on latest census, North Mitchell
County is the fastest growing population and will continue to grow because of the proximity to Dougherty
County and Albany, Georgia. A school in North Mitchell County is a response to the growth in the area
where all students in the identified grades have the opportunity to attend.
In closing, I hope in the near future that WE THE PEOPLE of Mitchell County will be able to sit down and talk with
each other, instead of CIRCULATING letters and dividing this community. In the next two to five years, it is so
important that we work together as a community. Let’s put aside our personal differences and do what is in the best
interest of the students. Please always remember: it’s all about the children!
Sincerely,
Mr. Joseph White
President-Elect of Georgia School Board Association and Chairman of Mitchell County School Board
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School District Reconfiguration for
Pre-K through 5th Grade Students for 2009-2010
Listed below is the information that was sent out to the parents of students currently in Pre-K through 4th Grades. Students
currently in fifth grade will be moving up to the sixth grade next year at Mitchell County Middle School. If you did not
receive a letter and if your child will be in Pre-K through 5th grade, please contact your child’s school.
The last three or more years the Mitchell County School System has studied district performance and made positive adjustments
in practices that have proven ineffective for students attending school in our district. These adjustments have resulted in greater
academic performance for all students assigned to the Mitchell County School System.
One such finding is the tremendous improvement in student performance when students are allowed to develop and be
nurtured in a single school setting from start through sixth grade. It serves to allow the student time to develop at his or
her own pace after mastering a concept, rather than be rushed to move to the next grade and new school. Teachers have
longer to work with a student and make sure they are ready academically and socially by the time they move to the
middle school. In the day of state mandated testing, the student must pass a test in grades 3 and 5. The PK-5 concept
will allow Mitchell County Schools to focus all its efforts and resources from the very beginning on ensuring that your
child is ready by the time he/she moves to the middle school.
To meet our students’ academic needs, the administration presented to the Mitchell County Board of Education and the Board
approved a re-configuration plan that will change the grade span of pre-kindergarten through fifth grade students attending
school starting the 2009-2010 school term.
The Mitchell County School System will function with TWO elementary schools, the North Mitchell County Elementary
School near Baconton, Georgia found on Georgia Highway 93, east of the city of Baconton, Georgia, seven miles from the city
limits of the City of Camilla, Georgia.
The Second pre-kindergarten through fifth grade school will be South Mitchell County Elementary School (previously
Mitchell County Primary School) starting the 2009-2010 school term. This school is located on Griffin Road off Georgia
Highway 37 west of Camilla, Georgia.
An attendance zone has been established that allows for the number of students projected to attend Mitchell County
Schools to be divided equitably between the two schools. The attendance zones will have students living in the north side
of Camilla to the north county line attending North Mitchell County Elementary and the students on the south side of
Camilla to the southern county boundary attending South Mitchell County Elementary. Attendance zones may be
adjusted based on any population shifts or parents’ preference under No Child Left Behind (NCLB) school choice rules
in order to maintain equity among the schools annually.
The transportation department has designed bus routes that will address the needs of your child as they are transported to and
from school daily. Each school principal will contact you with further instructions on transportation, start times, and individual
school requirements in the next few weeks. If there are additional questions, please contact the central office at 229-336-2100.
In the letter you will have one of the following paragraphs listed:
This letter is to notify you that your child (Name) has been assigned to North Mitchell County Elementary School starting the
2009-2010 school term. The principal of the North Mitchell County Elementary School will be Mrs. Jacquelyn White. The
phone number is 229-336-2118.
Or if your child is assigned to South Mitchell County Elementary School, he/she will have the following in his/her letter.
This letter is to notify you that your child (Name) has been assigned to South Mitchell County Elementary School starting the
2009-2010 school term. The principal of the South Mitchell County Elementary School will be Mrs. Vicki Hicks-Jackson. The
phone number is 229-336-8250.
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CTAE Week

HOSA Competition

On February 10, GSCA members gave out apples to all
faculty and staff members. Mr. T. Gilbert holds up the
apple that Derrick Brown presented him. This was just
one of the many activities conducted during the week.
The CTAE Advisory Committee Meeting was held on
February 24, 2009.

On January 16, Healthcare (HOSA) students participated in
region online competition. Shown below are the students who
competed: Keyonna Bell-Human Growth & Development,
Brittany Frazier-Concepts of Health Care, and Nicholas
Peoples-Pharmacology.

Where Are They Now?
Do you know of former graduates from Mitchell County (Mitchell-Baker) High School who have been successful in their career

endeavors or who have made a difference in their communities. If you do, e-mail their stories (and a picture, if possible)
to ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us. Put MCHS Graduate in the subject line. Former graduates will be spotlighted month in
future issues. For more information call 229-336-2173.

GSCA Competition
Congratulations to All!

GSCA members get ready for their region competition.
Above: Vakeshia Williams, Bratisha Bradley, and Niesha
Robinson; 2nd row: Quinntavious Williams, Derek Brown
and GSCA Advisor A.T. Rigsby

GSCA members win in their region contests.
1st row: Vakeshia Williams - 2nd place Prepared Speech.
Back: Quinntavious Williams-2nd place Mathematical
Applications, Niesha Robinson-1st place Culinary Arts,
Bratisha Bradley-1st place Job Interview, and
Derrick Brown-2nd place School Project.
The students will now travel to the GCSA State Conference on
April 2-4. The conference will be held on Jekyll Island.

The Eagle’s Nest
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WIES Sweetheart’s Luncheon
On February 13, 2009, the Sweetheart’s Luncheon was held in the WalkerInman Elementary School’s cafeteria. The room was full of excitement and
love. There were well over 150 parents, grandparents, aunts, and uncles
attending the event that provided a delicious meal with soft music. The
Ambassadors served as escorts and hostesses for the affair, which was elegantly
decorated. The WIES AP Keith Hose said “I would like to thank all of the
visitors as well as the faculty, staff and students for making the occasion a
success. I tip my hat to the cafeteria staff for their hard work and support of this
activity.” Principal Jacquelyn White believes that continuous positive support
from parents and the community will make a difference in student success.
Principal White plans to continue all family functions and activities for WalkerInman Elementary school for many years to come.

Some Review Resources for HSGT:
English:
 http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/resources/online/2006/grade11/ela/11ela.htm
 http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/resources/online/2006/grade10/ela/10ela.htm
 http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/resources/online/2006/grade9/read/9reading.htm
Math:
 http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/resources/online/2003/grade11/math.htm
 Algebra: http://go.hrw.com/hrw.nd/arbiter/pRedirect?project=courseware&linkType=assignment&id=316
 http://hotmath.com/math-tests.html
Science:
 http://www.dekalb.k12.ga.us/~lakeside/index2.html, http://jc-schools.net/PPTs-science.html
Social Studies
 http://www.cowetaschools.net/nhs/testing/history/sstest.htm; http://www.historyteacher.net; http://www.studyzone.org
PowerPoint Reviews for Science and Social Studies:
http://www.gainesvillehighschool.net/TestReview.html
All Areas:
 http://highschoolace.com/ace/ace.cfm, http://www.edinformatics.com/testing/testing.htm
 http://www.gadoe.org/ci_testing.aspx?PageReq=CI_TESTING_GHSGT
 http://www.waltonhigh.org/academics.cfm?subpage=600720
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Capitol Tech Students Head to Washington, D.C.
On March 4, 2009, the Educational Technology Centers from across Georgia will take Capitol Tech to Capitol Hill in
Washington D.C. Mitchell County students Cornelius Shelton, Kentrell Washington, and Quinnatavious Williams, along with
their teacher Ruth Lee and chaperone Derrick Silas, are one of four student
groups selected to travel to our nation’s Capitol. These students will
present how they are using technology in their learning to the U.S.
legislators. Students will set up their showcases in the foyer of the
Rayburn Building between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Everyone on the Hill that
day is encouraged to come by and talk to the students and get a first hand
view of what is happening in Georgia classrooms with learning and
technology. While the Capitol Hill Tech event is on Wednesday, March 4,
the students will leave Georgia by train on Monday night, enjoy a day of
sight-seeing in Washington on Tuesday, and arrive back in Georgia on
Thursday morning.
Left: Christy Wray-Curriculum 6-12, Ruth Lee-Business & Computer
Science teacher, and MCHS students Kentrell Washington and
Quinntavious Williams were presented with certificates from Bette Seeley,
Albany State University Educational Technology Center representative at the Mitchell County Board of Education meeting on
February 17. Not shown: Cornelius Shelton.

MCHS Senior Night- February 3
Senior basketball players and cheerleaders
along with their parents were recognized.

Boys Basketball:
Byron Jackson
Derrick Brown
Christopher Drakes
Semaj Griffin

Boys Basketball:
Arthur Jackson
Domanique Murray
Cornelius Shelton
Gerald Williams
Kendall Woumnm

Girl’s Basketball:
Tiara Arline
Alexandria Holmes
India Mitchell
Jasmine Thomas

Cheerleaders:
Adara King
Breanna Smith
Ariel Williams
Colisa Williams

March 2009 Edition

Page 16

School System Calendar

Calendar of Events for March 2009
Mitchell County Primary School
2

Read Across America Day

12

PTA meeting

March 1-4: SACS-CASI Review Team
6

Regular School day

16-18 Social Studies SACS meetings
Walker-Inman Elementary School
2

Read Across America Day

5

PTA Spaghetti Supper at 6 p.m.

18

19-20 Health & PE SACS meetings
19

Board work session at 6 p.m.

20

Professional Learning Day for Teachers; holiday
for students; system-wide meeting at the high
school

Mitchell County Middle School
1-13 Book Fair– held in Media Center

CCC Meeting from 8 a.m.—11:30 a.m.

2

ELA 9 weeks exam

23-27 Intersession; Social Studies SACS Assessment
Teams meet

3

Math/Connections 9 weeks exam

24

Board Meeting at 6:30 p.m.

4

Science 9 weeks exam

30

Holiday for students

5

Social Studies 9 weeks exam

31

School resumes

18

Club Day

19

PTA Meeting

31

Character Ed. Activity: Responsibility

CNS to Broadcast
GHSGT Reviews
CNS will begin broadcasting GHSGT reviews for
Science, Math, Social Studies, and English the week
of March 1st.
Reviews will be updated weekly and will be
broadcast on CNS through March 20. The exact
dates and times were given to all juniors during the
last week in February. Look for updates on the
school webpage!

MCHS Star Teacher and Star Student will be
featured in the April issue of the Eagle’s
Nest.
April 1: Early Release Day
April 7-15: CRCT will be administered.

Mitchell County High School
5

Away Tennis game at Berrien County

6

Jostens delivers supplies during lunch time; home
Baseball game against Webster

10

Home Tennis game against Brooks County

11

Anthrax Disaster Drill

12

Home Tennis game against Thomasville; away
Baseball game against Webster

8

March 8-13: Ramp-up for GHSGT

13

Home Baseball game against Early

16

Science GHSGT

17

Math GHSGT; away Tennis game against Albany;
aome Baseball game against Albany, Benchmark
Exams Periods 7, 8, & 9

18

Social Studies GHSGT; Benchmark Exams
Periods 3, 4 & 5

19

English GHSGT; home Tennis game against
Fitzgerald; Benchmark Exams Periods 1 and 2

20

Home Baseball game against Cook

24

Home Tennis game against Cook County, away
Baseball game against Brooks

26

Away Tennis game against Early County

27

Home Baseball game against Berrien

31

Away Baseball game against Fitzgerald

