November 24, 2017 | פרשת ויצא | ו' כסלו תשע''ח
בס‘‘ד

NOVEMBER 26
NO Drama for 2-3 Grade Girls
NO Ice Skating

• • • • • •
NOVEMBER 28
Parent Teacher Conferences for
Kindergarten at Oakwood
7:00-10:00 p.m.
and for Yavne HS at the
Oakwood Gym
7:00-10:00 p.m.

• • • • • •
DECEMBER 4
Jr. High Parent Teacher
Conferences at Oakwood
7:00-10:00 p.m.
Yavne Production
8:00 p.m. at Yavne High School

“Is it possible that I passed a place where my ancestors prayed and I neglected to pray
there!?” These were the words of an agitated Yaakov Avinu who had traveled from Be’er
Sheva to Charan, but was dismayed that he had missed an opportunity along the way – at
Har HaMoriah. He immediately decided to return there, however, he reached as far as Beis
El and the earth contracted (Rashi 28, 17).
My grandfather, Rabbi Eliyahu E. Dessler, zt”l writes: Consider this! Yaakov had not slept on a
bed in the fourteen years that he had studied in yeshiva. At sixty-three years of age, having
traveled extensively across the breadth of the land, he was certainly exhausted. Yet, he
remained undeterred in his resolve to retrace his steps and to travel back to the distant Har
HaMoriah. Why? Because he was afraid to miss the opportunity of hisorerus, a moment of
awakening and inspiration. Yaakov’s decision to undertake this onerous journey catapulted
his spiritual ascension to the lofty plateau inherent in the sacred site of Har HaMoriah, the
mountain synonymous with sacrifice and sanctity. Thus, we learn how important it is to
recognize a spiritual moment and to allow one’s self to rise to it.
Perhaps we might consider yet another aspect – indeed a lesson within a lesson. Yaakov
viewed the inspirational draw of Har HaMoriah from two vantage points: from its intrinsic
kedushah and as the place to which his ancestors had gravitated for prayer and spiritual
sustenance. As observant Jews, we are deeply committed to the tenents of our faith; to the
principles of yiddishkeit. Yet, ironically, these very compelling commitments place us at risk
of slipping into the world of complacency. Yaakov Avinu taught us that one way to grow as
individuals and as families is to reconnect with our ancestors.
In our generation, we raise our children with every convenience imaginable and with modern
advancements heretofore unimaginable. We seem to have everything, and yet, something
eludes us. What are we missing?
We lack meaningful connections to our forebears because we no longer have the demus
chaya, living role models of the previous generations. Our ancestors, many of them
Holocaust survivors, are largely no longer physically with us. Those fortunately still
enhancing our lives represent a dwindling population. How can we connect with our
ancestors? By pausing to daven where they did; by tracing their origins, their lives, their
customs and traditions. By learning about their dreams and aspirations, their challenges and
sacrifices, and their accomplishments against all odds. And perhaps, most importantly, by
emulating their ways and transmitting their values and legacies – m’dor l’dor, generation to
generation.
Have a wonderful Shabbos!

For the second week in a row, the Yeshiva Ketana hosted a
Chumash party as Rabbi Eiserman’s first grade class took
center stage.
Our future talmidei chachamim
enthusiastically participated in a beautiful presentation
which was proudly enjoyed by parents and grandparents.
With divrei bracha from Rabbi Dessler and Rabbi Newman,
the boys performed and then happily accepted their brand
new Chumashim. Special hakoras hatov to the Kushner
family for donating the
Chumashim. Very special
thanks to first grade Rebbi,
Rabbi Eiserman for his
mesiras nefesh for his talmidim every day, and to Rabbi Shmuel Yaakov Mann for all
of his help in preparing the boys for the performance. (Thanks also to Rabbi Morris
for accompanying the dancing on his guitar following the program at both first
grade celebrations.) May the boys always have a love for learning Torah and bring
much nachas to Klal Yisrael!
Mazal tov to Rabbi Matitia’s third grade talmidim who celebrated a siyum this week
on Parshas Vayeitzei. The simcha shel mitzvah was enhanced with divrei Torah
from the following boys: Yeruchem Frank, Yitzy Silver, Shai Gottesman and Shlomo Schwager. May the boys
make many more siyumim!
Mazal tov to Rabbi Elias’s fifth grade talmidim on completing Parshas
Terumah. The class went to Kinneret for a pizza siyum. Before they went,
they stopped off in Rabbi Newman’s office and, the next day, in Rabbi
Dessler’s office for short divrei Torah on Parshas Terumah.
This week we had a BEAM assembly for grades 3-6 during which Rabbi
Weimer announced exciting new details about the BEAM program this
year. Boys can learn Chumash, Mishnayos and Gemara for points
which qualify them for amazing prizes throughout the year. Under the
direction of Rabbi Weimer, this is the BEAM program’s 18th year.

|
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The first part of our Middos Program with the focus on  דבור יפהhas come to
a close! All of our girls have been collecting gems to earn a Royal party that
Mrs. Koval organized with their classes. It was so refreshing to hear the
beautiful things the girls had to say that they learned while working on this
middah! Some are speaking more politely to their friends, some said they
thank their parents more in the morning, one said, “Mrs. Koval, I learned that
sometimes not saying anything at all when I am upset is better than saying
something not nice! We hope that our girls continue with this practice while
working on the next middah.
On Monday, we had an assembly to introduce the next middah that we will be
working on: Simcha! We spoke about how focusing on what we have, and all of our
blessings, helps us to be truly happy. We learned a lesson about happiness from a
crow who was always looking at what other birds had. And then we played a game
where our students came up with creative ways to see the bright side of different
situations. We are sure you will notice the simcha of our students increasing with
this new focus!

Amidst the hustle and bustle of Convention preparation, we made sure to find time to celebrate Rosh Chodesh Kislev on
Sunday morning. Our presidents sang their song and announced our new element of the month. Since Chanukah is a
time where we learn how we must add light to the darkness, NEON was the perfect choice as it truly glows in the
dark! Glow sticks and ruach were in abundance, as the girls welcomed in the new month. A special treat of warm
chocolate chip cookies made the day extra sweet!
At our Rosh Chodesh assembly for the junior G.O., the color Yellow - as in an overflowing jug of oil - was introduced as the
color for Chodesh Kislev. Our theme is “Lehodos Ulehallel”, thanking and praising Hashem for his overflow of blessings in
our lives.
As mentioned in an earlier edition, this year’s 9th graders at Yavne visit the residents at Stone Gardens on a monthly basis,
as part of the “Better Together” program. In conjunction with this program, this past week they were treated to a
presentation and video by Rabbi Chaim Ellis, LISW, titled “Effective Communication”. Rabbi Ellis shared important and
valuable information on how to become a better listener. The discussion included empathetic listening and reflective
listening. The girls were very receptive and engaged throughout the training. The art of listening is a skill critical to the
girls’ own development as well as helpful for their future visits with the elderly residents. We look forward to a follow up
after such a successful experience.
Yavne High School is host to over 600 delegates and chaperones next week! We thank all of our Yavne parents and
friends for volunteering to help with hosting convention guests and helping with transportation. Please note that these
convention related tasks are eligible for Give and Get. Please contact Mrs. Tracey Vaiselberg for more info at
vaiselbergt@hac1.org.
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6th Grade Boys Boat Launch, 2017!
On Sunday, November 19, the sixth-grade boys set sail at Yavne in their cardboard and
duct tape boats. Every year the sixth-grade classes, in groups of 3 or 4, build boats
out of cardboard and duct tape and attempt to sail across the pool. This event is the
summative project of an entire unit. By the time the boats sail, students should have
an understanding of buoyancy, density, volume, and displacement. They will also be completing the reading of The Cay
by Theodore Taylor in English. After learning of the struggles and tribulations the characters go through after being
shipwrecked, the students are challenged to build a boat which will not leave them stranded in the middle of the
Yavne pool.
While working hands-on to create their cardboard boats, the boys also worked on
a writing portfolio including predictions of their boat’s success, writing a formal
essay on what they would do with unlimited power when building a boat, and
several forms of reflection on the process as a whole after the boat set sail. They
even had the opportunity to create a unique cover for their portfolio using art
supplies. The portfolio allowed the boys to understand the links between what
was happening in the math/science classroom and The Cay in English class, as
well as critically considering a large project and what steps go into it, such as
working within a social group, budgeting materials, and managing time well.
The project was a great success. There was a great showing of fathers to cheer the students on and many successful
cardboard boats that made it across the pool. Thank you to Mr. Gary Shyken and Mrs. Lydia Leclerc for all of their
efforts in putting together this assignment.
Exciting Guest Speaker in 1st Grade
After reading a story about music in the Journeys series, Mrs. Gardin and Mrs.
Radcliffe invited Mrs. Rivki Silver to visit their classes. Mrs. Silver taught first
graders the different musical notes and showed students how to play the
clarinet. Thank you very much, Mrs. Silver!!
Origami is Fun!

Congratulations to Yossi Firestone for being the
most creative student of origami over the past
school week. Looking forward to discovering more hidden talents of our student body as
the weeks unfold at school.
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The children were so excited this week. They learned in the
parsha that Yaakov married Leah and then Rochel and, in order
for them to experience a chasuna, they came to school wearing or
bringing clothes to be a chosson, kallah, band person,
photographer, mother of the chosson or kallah, father of the
chosson or kallah, mesader kedushin, or waiters. They had so
much fun dressing up, looking at each other, and going through
the motions of a chasuna. They especially liked to “break the
glass” and to dance for the chosson and kallah. The looks on the
children’s faces were priceless. The excitement was palpable.
And the learning experience is indelibly etched into their minds. Many pictures were taken and sent home for parents
to shep nachas from.
In a few weeks we will be having our parent-teacher conferences. You will be receiving a note on how to sign up
online. We encourage all our parents, even those who are staff members and who see teachers all the time to sign up
for them. Conferences are an important part of the partnership that has been forged between parents and moros and
a time for sharing information about the children. The moros are looking forward to meeting with all of our parents.
Chanukah is approaching and the children have begun to learn the story about the Yevanim and the Maccabim and the
many nisim that Hashem did for the Yidden. Even our youngest k’tan-tan children are trying their best to spin dreidels.
It’s easier for them to spin themselves like a dreidel than to spin a real one! One of the children’s favorite songs is
“Latkelah, latkelah” because they pretend to be latkes jumping and hopping in the pan and what better activity is there
for young ones than jumping.

Last week, our new Kindergarten facility at Oakwood was highlighted in the Chadashos. It goes without saying that in
addition to our administrators and Mrs. Kutoff, Kindergarten Supervisor, our teachers deserve tremendous
appreciation for making the transition so easy and virtually seamless over a few days. The happy, smiling faces of our
children is the indication of the great jobs our teachers do!
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We are looking forward to the upcoming Parent-Teacher Conferences scheduled for Tuesday, December 5th and
Monday, December 11th between 6:30-10:00. The conferences will be an opportunity to talk directly with teachers
who are fortunate to work with your children during the school day.
The online sign up process for both nights of conferences begins Wednesday, November 29th at 8 p.m. through
Monday, December 4th at midnight. Parents must sign up for a specific time to secure a spot with teachers. The
second conference sign up will remain open until Sunday, December 10th at midnight for any parents that still need to
schedule meetings for the second conference.

Mrs. Sally Levine on the loss of her mother, Mrs. Molly Roth, ע‘‘ה.
Mr. Dovid Rotshtein on the loss of his father, Mr. Leonid Rotshtein, ז‘‘ל

.המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבילי ציון וירושלים



Rabbi & Mrs. Dov Dym on the bar mitzvah of Meyer. Mazel tov to Mr. & Mrs. Eric Solowitch



Rabbi & Mrs. Chaim Feld and Rabbi & Mrs. Shimon Munk on the engagement of Miriam to Avromi
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Monday, December 4

Adults- $12
nder)- $8
Youth (8 and u

8:00 pm
Yavne High School

Tickets sold only a

designsbycsc@gmail.com C

732-228-1947

t the Door

Doors open 7:00

For women and girls

Please fill out this list of volunteer Give ‘n Get opportunities.
The success of an event relies on your participation!



Back to School Event



Grandparent Fundraiser



Baking Projects in School



Legal Holiday Services: Lunchroom/Maintenance



BBQ Event



Library Assisting/Record Keeping



Bigs & Littles Mentoring Program



Lice Checkers



Birthday Book Club



Mailings



Black Friday Shopping



Office Assisting



Block Captain for the HAC Dollars Program



Ladies Melava Malka



Box Tops



Phone Call Squad



Chanuka Delights



Photographers for Hac Events



Chanuka Raffle



Poster/Flyer Hanging



Chesed Meal Planning



Purim Cards



Chinese Auction



Purim Carnival



Chocolate Sales



Pushka Campaign



Chol Hamoed Activities



Scholarship Dinner



Computer Typing in Hebrew or English



School Pictures



Concert



Secretarial Subs



Cutting/Binding Projects



Soup Sale



Enrichment Programs for Activities



Swim ’n Gym



Enrichment Programs for Writing



Teacher Appreciation Events



Field Trips



Tzedaka Counting



Flower Sale



Yavne Carpooling



Fun Run Event



Yavne Functions



General Studies Projects



Welcome Baskets



Girls Elementary Mother Daughter Melava Malka



Wrapping Paper Sale

PLEASE, in order to alleviate unnecessary phone calls, check any activities that you are interested in so that I
can contact you when an event will take place. If you would like to include your time of availability so I will
have a better idea of the times that you can participate, please do so. Please return the form to 1516
Warrensville Center Rd, Cleveland Heights, OH 44121, contact Tracey Vaiselberg at Oakwood 216-382-3300
#341, scan and e-mail to vaiselbergt@hac1.org or fax to 216-321-0588.

Name___________________________ Phone Number / Email Address______________________________
*Some events may not be held annually.
*Information current as of September 2017

