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Meet the 2017 Irvine football all
city defensive team

Irvine All-City football team defense. First row from left: Onyexx Chukwumerije,
University; Justin Cheng, Beckman; MVP Zeke Alleman, Irvine; Jason Pontillas and
Michael Coleman, Northwood. Second row from left: Dane Schumacher, Crean
Lutheran; Elyjah Rush, Woodbridge; Tyler Luna, Irvine; Max Cody, Beckman; Justin
Galentine, Beckman. Third row from left: Colin Turner, Woodbridge; Will Serio,
Woodbridge; Cory Bautista, Irvine; Tom St. George, Crean Lutheran; and Gunnar
Ashmon, Crean Lutheran. Not pictured Sam Tipple, Woodbridge (Photo by Paul
Rodriguez, Orange County Register/SCNG)
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MVP: Zeke Alleman, Irvine
Alleman was a first team all-league player for the Vaqueros who was known as a
big hitter and a team leader. He was a three-year varsity player for Irvine.
DEFENSIVE LINE – Tyler Luna, Irvine
Luna, a senior, was first team all-league for the Vaqueros. He had 49 tackles and
nine tackles for a loss. Luna also had two sacks and recovered two fumbles.
“Tyler is the strongest guy in our program who also has the biggest heart,” said
Coach Erik Terry. “Behind his physical exterior Tyler truly loved his teammates
and was willing to do whatever it took to help the team. He was a force on the
defensive line where our opponents had to really game plan around. With his
combination of power and speed he was difficult to block.”
DEFENSIVE LINE – Onyexx Chukwumerije, University
Chukwumerije, a senior, was a first team All-PCL player. He had 66 total tackles
and seven tackles for a loss with 6 1/2 sacks.
“His quickness and strength helped our defense keep our opponents bottled up,”
said University Coach Mark Cunningham. “At 6-3, 215 pounds he was an
imposing pass rusher having batted five passes. Outside of football Onyexx is
quiet and reserved; on the field he changes into a very aggressive, take charge
type of player. He will be sorely missed next year.”
DEFENSIVE LINE – Tom St. George, Crean Lutheran
St. George, a junior, was first team all-league. He had 52 tackles (38 solo) with 14
tackles for a loss, 4 1/2 sacks, two forced fumbles and two batted passes.
“Tom was a great surprise for our team this year,” said Coach Matt Bowman. “We
didn’t look at him being a starter coming into the season but he very quickly
asserted himself as a two way player for us. He was a two way starter by season’s
end and a very good defensive end who caused fits for opposing quarterbacks.
His work ethic and dedication has caused him to have success on the field.”
DEFENSIVE LINE – Max Cody, Beckman
Cody, a senior, was second team All-PCL, recording 48 tackles with four sacks,
four caused turnovers and one touchdown.

“Max has been a critical piece of our defensive line for the last two season,
earning second team honors both seasons, and this year he had to really anchor
that position and mentor a lot of young players,” said Beckman Coach Marcello
Giuliano. “He led the D-line in all categories: tackles, sacks, forced and recovered
fumbles. He was also one of the emotional leaders of the team. He’s a tough kid
and a bit of brawler, so to speak, and the other guys fed off of that attitude and
intensity.”
LINEBACKER – Justin Cheng, Beckman
Cheng, a senior, earned first team all-league honors. He had 63 tackles, four
sacks, nine tackles for a loss and caused four turnovers.
“It’s hard to see a three-year starter like Justin graduate,” said Beckman Coach
Marcello Giuliano. ” He was a play-maker and game-changer on the field. He led
the team in tackles for loss, sacks, and forced turnovers. He wasn’t the biggest
guy, but he was a big hitter, and he brought big time energy and passion to the
field. Justin is truly irreplaceable as a player and leader. Notre Dame is getting
the total package: academics, competitiveness, and athleticism in their lacrosse
program next year.”
LINEBACKER – Jason Pontillas, Northwood
Pontillas was a first team all-league player for the Timberwolves.
“Jason was the heart and soul of our defense,” said Coach Pete Mitchell. “He is
one of the best linebackers I have ever coached. If you run through his gap of
responsibility, expect to be greeted swiftly and harshly. Jason was a coach on the
field and always maintained his cool. He never stopped thinking and analyzing
the game situation. Jason never missed a snap on defense all year long and was
the unanimous 2017 MVP. He was also nominated for the Orange County all-star
game. He is one of those players that you can never replace.”
LINEBACKER – Sam Tipple, Woodbridge
Tipple, a senior, earned first team all-league honors for the Warriors.
“Sam was the heart and soul of our defense,” said Woodbridge Coach Rick
Gibson. “He led the league in tackles with 125 . His intensity on the field makes
him a ferocious tackler.”
LINEBACKER – Colin Turner, Woodbridge
Turner, a junior, earned first team all-PCL honors.

“One of our smartest football players on the field, Colin has great technique and
a competitive spirit,” said Coach Rick Gibson. “His work ethic and willingness to
do what is best for the team makes him a valuable asset.”
LINEBACKER – Dane Schumacher, Crean Lutheran
Schumacher, a senior, was the Academy League defensive player of the year and
a first team all-league player. He had 130 tackles (78 solo) with 19 tackles for a
loss, 3 1/2 sacks, five forced fumbles and two fumble recoveries.
“Dane is a tackling machine,” said Coach Matt Bowman. “He had 130 tackles in 11
games, which is a school record. Dane’s play earned him Academy League
Defensive Player of the Year. He is a hard worker, a team player and gave
everything that he had on every snap. He is a fantastic person who shows that
hard work and discipline will pay off.”
LINEBACKER – Will Serio, Woodbridge
Serio, a senior, earned second team all-league honors for the Warriors. Serio was
an outstanding defender, recording 50 tackles for Woodbridge.
“Versatility is what Will Serio brings to the field,” said Coach Rick Gibson. “He
started at tight end and linebacker and also switched in at quarterback. He had 9
receptions on offense as well as passing for 536 yards.”
LINEBACKER – Cory Bautista, Irvine
Bautista, a junior, was second team all-league for the Vaqueros. He had 72
tackles and five tackles for a loss and one sack.
“Cory is one of a very small number of Vaqueros who is going to be a four-year
letterman having played significantly on the varsity as a freshman,” said Coach
Erik Terry. “He is physically gifted and could play a number of positions for us.
Cory’s athleticism at linebacker helps him to play both run and pass with equal
skill. He has really improved the mental part of his game and he will be a strong
leader for us in 2018.”
DEFENSIVE BACK – Justin Galentine, Beckman
Galentine, a senior, earned second team all-league honors for the Patriots,
recording 61 tackles.

“Justin won our program’s Patriot of the Year award in large part because of his
unselfish play on the field,” said Coach Marcello Giuliano. “He had a terrific junior
year at outside linebacker, but he was pressed into duty at free safety this year
because we needed a guy we could trust implicitly running the back end of the
defense. Justin is smart and has a great feel for the game, so the coaches always
trusted that he would be exactly where he was needed on the field.”
DEFENSIVE BACK – Michael Coleman, Northwood
Coleman was a first team all-PCL player.
“Mike did everything for us and did it superbly,” said Coach Pete Mitchell. “He
started for us at the ‘Wolf’ (strong safety) position on defense and slot on
offense. However, on many occasions he played linebacker, defensive end,
quarterback, running back and receiver. Mike also played on every special team
including being our long snapper, center on our surfer set, and was our punt
returner to boot. He nearly played every snap in every game; refusing to leave
the field. You will never find a more durable, versatile, bright and athletic football
player on the field. He was the 2017 Iron Man Award winner and nominated for
the Orange County all-star game.”
DEFENSIVE BACK – Elyjah Rush, Woodbridge
Rush, a junior, earned second team all-league honors for the Warriors. He had 44
tackles on defense.
“Elyjah was a two way starter as a receiver on offense he had 22 receptions,” said
Coach Rick Gibson.
“Elyjah is a ‘football smart’ player who has a knack on being in the right place at
the right time.”
DEFENSIVE BACK – Gunnar Ashmon, Crean Lutheran
Ashmon, a senior, earned first team all-league honors. He had 15 catches for 233
yards.
“Gunnar probably had the best off-season of any player on the team, and it
translated into a fantastic season,” said Coach Matt Bowman. “He worked his way
into being a two way starter while also returning kicks. He epitomizes the ‘quiet
professional’ who isn’t brash or boastful, but won’t be ignored because of his
performance. He had 60 tackles from his safety position and also had a knack for
causing turnovers.”
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