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Santa Clara County Teacher of the
Year and STEM Teacher Award
Congratulations to Alejandra Flores of Del
Roble Elementary School who is the recipient
of this year’s Santa Clara County Teacher of the
Year Award.
Samantha McMillan of Herman Intermediate
School is this recipient of this year’s STEM
Teacher Award.
Both teachers were honored at the Campbell
Heritage Theatre on Thursday, September
29th. We are very excited for them, and proud
to have them as part of our District.

Alejandra Flores, Del Roble School
Teacher of the Year
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Superintendent’s
Message
José L. Manzo
As we begin the new year, I would like to
thank everyone for their continued support of the students and staff in the Oak
Grove School District. Together we are
making a difference for our children. We
will continue to improve our practices to
ensure every child’s potential is achieved.

CONGRATULATIONS TO MARY NOEL ON A SUCCESSFUL REELECTION TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND WELCOME TO THE
NEWEST MEMBER OF THE BOARD JOHN MACKEY

Board Member Mary Noel has served on the Oak Grove
Board of Trustees for eight years. She worked for the District
for more than 30 years, prior to retiring as principal. We extend our appreciation for her service over the years, and congratulate her on her successful re-election to another fouryear term. Member Noel represents Trustee Area 1.

We extend our congratulations and welcome to John
Mackey who has been elected to serve on the Board
of Trustees representing Trustee Area 4. Mr. Mackey
is a special-education teacher in the San Jose Unified
School District. We look forward to working with him
on our governance team.
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IN RECOGNITION OF RETIRING BOARD MEMBER
JEREMY NISHIHARA
Board Member Jeremy Nishihara was recognized for his service to our District at the November 10th Board Meeting. He was joined by his family as the Board of Trustees adopted Resolution No. 1241-11/16 in recognition of Member Nishihara’s ten years of service
as a Board Member.
Jeremy Nishihara was appointed to the Board of
Trustees in 2006, was re-elected in 2008, and

again in 2012. During his tenure, he helped
shape the District’s Vision, support it’s Mission,
and modeled the Core Values. He effectively
fulfilled his duties with his thoughtful approach
to handling difficult, but necessary, decisions,
always with the best interests of the students
and the District at the forefront. Member Nishihara has served with respect and support for his
colleagues, the Superintendent and administration, District employees, students, parents and
the Oak Grove community.
(From left to right) Vice President Mary Noel, Taka
Nishihara, Member Jeremy Nishihara, Emi Nishihara, Gina
Nishihara, Member Carolyn Bauer, President Dennis
Hawkins, Superintendent José L. Manzo, and Kai Nishihara

Mr. Nishihara expressed gratitude toward Oak Grove commenting this District has been part of his family for

a long time. His mother was a long-time Oak Grove teacher, his wife began her teaching career here, he
attended kindergarten through eighth grade in Oak Grove and both of his children are Oak Grove students.
He expressed gratitude for having the pleasure of working alongside Board colleagues Jacquelyn Adams, Dennis Hawkins, Mary Noel, and Carolyn Bauer and shared sentiments toward former Board Members Yvonne
Cook and Dianne Lemke. He fondly acknowledged having the pleasure of working with four fantastic Superintendents: Manny Barbara, Tony Garcia, Interim Superintendent Chris Jew, and Jose L. Manzo. Mr. Nishihara
acknowledged the many Executive Team members, teachers, and parents he had the pleasure of working
with over the years. He also acknowledged his father and brother Jason Nishihara who also attended Oak
Grove schools and concluded Oak Grove is in his family.
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CAASPP SUMMARY
The 2014-15 school year marked the beginning of California’s new statewide student assessment system California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP). The CAASPP system consists of the
Smarter Balanced assessments, which incorporate: Summative Assessments in grades 3 through 8 and
grade 11 for English language arts/literacy (ELA) and mathematics.
These assessments are part of California’s comprehensive plan for supporting high quality teaching and
learning, which includes more challenging academic Common Core standards in English language arts/
literacy and mathematics designed to foster college and career readiness. The tests measure critical thinking with questions that ask students to demonstrate their research, writing, and problem solving skills.
With Smarter Balanced, parents, teachers, and policymakers will have better tools and information to
monitor student progress and help them succeed.
The assessments include a variety of item types, including:


Selected-response items, which prompt students to choose one or more answers.



Technology-enhanced items, which might prompt students to edit text or draw an object.



Constructed-response items, which prompt students to write a short written or numerical response.



Performance tasks, in which students engage in a complex set of tasks to demonstrate their understanding. (Students may be asked to conduct research and then write an argumentative essay, using
sources as evidence. Or they may be asked to solve a complex problem in mathematics.)

Performance tasks integrate knowledge and skills across many areas and standards.
The graphs below are CAASPP Summative Assessment results for the Oak Grove School District versus the
State for the 2015-16 school year. Percentages represent standard met or standard exceeded.
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As you can see, Oak Grove is outperforming the State average in all grade levels in both English language arts
and math. We recognize we have continued work to do, and we are all committed to refining our skills to improve the growth of our students.
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DECLINING ENROLLMENT
You may be aware that Oak Grove School District, as well as many other districts in
Santa Clara County, is experiencing a decline in enrollment. Student enrollment for
the District peaked in 2006-07 and has been declining since. The District lost 1,320
students from 2007 through 2016. The 2016 preliminary California Basic Educational
Data System (CBEDS) enrollment count was 10,412, including special education. This
is a decrease of 220 students from the 2015 CBEDS count. Although there has been
new housing developments in the area, Oak Grove does not expect to see additional enrollment until after
2019. As we have shared in the past, reasons leading to the decline include progressively declining birthrates in
our county and state, and families choosing to look outside the area for housing that is more affordable.
Since the District is funded on a per pupil basis, funding has declined along with our enrollment. As we value
our staff and programs, we have taken many steps to preclude decreases to student programs and staffing, and
know they truly make a difference in student achievement. We continue to explore ways to augment state
funding and to increase our resources to promote the Mission of our District, to ensure every child’s potential is
achieved.
The chart below reflects total TK-8th graded enrollment for the Oak Grove School District from 2006 and
projected through 2020.
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BUDGET
Although we are thankful for the passage of Measure P, which allows us to continue to modernize our facilities, the District will need to find ongoing methods to reduce expenditures from the General Fund. A Budget
Advisory Committee has been convened to explore ways to increase revenue as well as to examine current
practices and make recommendations for possible reductions. As we face this challenge, it is important to
keep the needs of our students and the support of staff at the forefront of all decisions. Every effort will be
made to maintain current programs and services. All viable options and recommendations will be reviewed
by the Board of Trustees prior to any action being taken.
We are working closely with each Bargaining Unit to ensure everyone has a voice in the recommendations
being considered. This is not the first time our District has been faced with difficult budget issues. I am confident, as we work together, we will find solutions to this challenge and continue to provide the best educational opportunities for the students in the Oak Grove community.
The chart below provides multi-year information reflecting the projected loss in revenue due to the decline
in enrollment.

2016-2017 STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL
The purpose of the Student Advisory
Council (SAC) is to provide a forum for
Oak Grove students to interact with the
Superintendent and to discuss issues of
interest and importance to all students
and schools. Many students who serve on
the SAC are leaders of student councils or
other student organizations. I believe
that their participation at a District level
with other student leaders will support
their own personal growth as well as provide them a voice in the important issues
facing all of us in the Oak Grove School
District.

SCHOOL

REPRESENTATIAVE

SCHOOL

REPRESENTATIVE

Anderson

Jeremy Nuia

Miner

Diana Salazar

Baldwin

Bryanna Bajo

Oak Ridge

Jace Szarlacki

Christopher

Parkview

Dominic Price

Del Roble

Gisella Corona-Torrez
Krystal Gomez
Gabriel Pakingan

Sakamoto

Zoe Phoenix

Edenvale

Valeria Arias

Santa Teresa

Angelina Holland

Frost

Ada Avila

Stipe

Brittney Aguilar

Glider

Madison Hall

Taylor

Joshua Rahimi

Hayes

Yliana Fernandez

Bernal

Leivey Morris

Indigo

Pablo Gonzales

Davis

Michelle Lu

Ledesma

Luce Cada

Herman/
AdVENTURE

Camila Gutierrez
Marek Pinto
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MEASURE P MODERNIZATION
HERMAN STREETSCAPE PROJECT

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS
ARE WELCOMED

We strive to improve our communication. Knowing what our parents and
community members are interested in,
helps us provide relevant information.
Do you have a comment about the articles in this newsletter or any other issue
affecting Oak Grove School District? If
there is something in particular you
would like to learn more about, please
take a moment to send an email to:
superintendent@ogsd.net or clip this
form and send to the address below.
We’d like to hear from you.

As many of our facilities are forty to fifty years old, we are thank-

José L. Manzo, Superintendent
Oak Grove School District

ful to our community for the passage of Measure P which pro-

6578 Santa Teresa Blvd.

vides the funding to modernize our facilities. Last summer the

San Jose, CA 95119

streetscape at Herman Intermediate School was completely redesigned. The picture above is the school prior to the redesign. The
picture below is after the changes were completed.
This redesign moves traffic away from Blossom Avenue making it
safer for students to access the campus away from the street.

Optional Information
Name________________________
Phone _______________________
Email ________________________

Thank you for your input!
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Board of Trustees
Jacquelyn Adams (Area 2)

Executive Team

Carolyn Bauer (Area 5)

Superintendent
José L. Manzo

Dennis Hawkins (Area 3)
John Mackey (Area 4)

Assistant
Superintendent/CBO
Business Services
Laura T. Phan

Mary Noel (Area 1)

Phụ huynh và cư dân nói hai ngôn ngữ: Nội dung của
bản thông tin này đang được dịch sang Tiếng Việt và
Tây-ban-nha, và sẽ được gởi đến tận nhà quý vị theo
yêu cầu. Nếu quý vị là cư dân ở đây và không có con
em đi học tại những trường học của chúng tôi nhưng
vẫn muốn nhận được một bài báo hay nguyên bản
thông tin bằng Tiếng Việt hay Tiếng Tây-ban-nha, xin
quý vị vui lòng liên lạc Văn Phòng Song Ngữ tại số
điện thoại (408) 227-8300.

Padres y residents bilingües: El texto de este
boletín será traducido en vietnamés y español y será enviado a sus hogares a través de
las escuelas. Si usted es un residente, pero
no tiene un estudiante en nuestras escuelas y
le gustaría obtener un artículo específico o
una copia del texto entero enviado a usted en
vietnamés o español, favor de hacer su pedido a la oficina bilingüe al (408) 227-8300.
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Assistant Superintendent
Human Resources
Andrew Garcia
Assistant Superintendent
Educational Services
Maria Wetzel

