Old Mill Elementary Announces
The Spelling Bee – May 2, 2018
April 6, 2018
Dear Families,
The 1 annual Old Mill Elementary Spelling Bee competition will be held on
st

May 2, at 9:30 am. Your student could be involved in this event. Individual
class room competitions will be held, during the week of April 23- 27 to
determine the top three spellers that will join us on stage. The list of 625
words will be available to all students interested in participating for the
grades 3 – 6 on April 6, 2018, from the classroom teachers, at the front
rd

th

office or on the school’s website, online.
There are several ways you can help your child prepare for the classroom
and competition Spelling Bee:
1) Help your student study spelling words frequently. Ask him/her to
spell them out loud. You can and should study the word lists that will
be sent home. Remember, the super challenge words could be used
in the Spelling Bee.
2) On the week of the Spelling Bee, and especially the night before the
Bee, make sure your student gets plenty of rest and a high in protein
breakfast, with lots of water.
3) If at all possible, plan to attend the Spelling Bee at the school. If you
are unable to attend, please try to arrange for another family
member or family friend to be there for support. Your presence will
be a huge encouragement to all of the spelling bee participants.

4) We also request that children under 5 not attend the Spelling Bee, if
possible. Young children could cause a huge distraction for the
spellers and audience members.
If I can answer any questions about this event, please contact me at;
mbrothersen-emery@tooeleschools.org, or by the school telephone # 435833-9754 at extension # 1586.
(I can’t answer the phone during the day, but please leave a message and I will get back to you as
quickly as possible.)

One last thing, we will be using Merriam – Webster dictionary for any
definitions needed during the Spelling Bee.
Thanks so much for supporting our school/staff! We couldn’t do it without
your help!
Warmly,
Mrs. Melody Emery
5 grade educator
th

Old Mill Elementary
Home of “Ollie the Owl”

Spelling Bee Rules
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The first speller goes to the microphone.
The pronouncer announces the word to be spelled.
He/She speaks slowly and clearly, without distorting
the normal pronunciation of the word. He/She uses
the word in a sentence and says the word again.
The speller listens carefully to the pronouncer and asks for
the word to be repeated, if necessary.
When the speller is sure they understand the word, they
MUST pronounce the word, spell it and then say the word
again. They must say everything loud enough for the judges to
hear it.
Once the speller has started spelling the word, they may start
over as long as they have not finished spelling the word and
repeated it.
Spellers will have a time limit of 30 seconds in which to
complete the spelling and repeating of the given word. The
time will start from the time the speller indicates they
understand the word to spell.
The judges determine whether or not the word was spelled
correctly. The judge’s decision is final!
If the correct spelling was given, the speller remains in the
bee and goes back to their seat.
If the spelling was incorrect, that speller is eliminated from
the spelling bee.
After an incorrect spelling, the judge gives the correct spelling
of that word and the eliminated speller leaves the stage
immediately.
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Then a new speller goes to the microphone. This process
continues with correct spellers staying in the competition and
incorrect spellers being eliminated.
(Exception: If all remaining spellers are eliminated in the
same round, then all spellers should be brought back into the
competition. Start again with rule #1)
Spellers that are eliminated will leave the stage immediately
and sit with their homeroom class for the remainder of the
competition.
When there are only two spellers left, both players will be
brought forward. A flip of a coin will determine which speller
will be the first speller. If one player misspells a word, the
other player must spell that word correctly, plus one more
word to be declared the winner of the spelling bee.
In the case of using all the words found in the basic word list,
the super challenge words will be used.

Audience Guidelines for the Spelling Bee Competition

Thank you for attending our Spelling Bee competition. Your support means
so much to our spellers! In order to help them concentrate and perform at
their very best, please observe these guidelines.
As a school, we are having this competition for the fun and
experience, there is not any other competitions at any other
institutions or schools.

Guidelines
• During each round, remain quiet and in your seat. A “round” is
qualified as – the time it takes to for all competing spellers to listen,
spell, and repeat, the words pronounced to them.
•
• If you must leave your seat, please wait until the end of any student
spelling a word. Also, please wait until the end of a round to reenter
the room.
•
• Do not spell any word aloud. Do not even whisper it to yourself or to
your neighbor. This could and will disqualify the student speller on
stage, at the judges’ discretion.
•
• Please do not argue with the judges.
THE JUDGE’S DECISIONS ARE FINAL!
•
• Also, hold your applause until the end of each round, or as instructed
by the spelling bee officials.

