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Some of the newest members of the Mariner
family, the Class of ’14, visit with Mr. Chacon

On Campus
From the Principal
Dear Alumni, Family, and Friends,
Welcome to the latest issue of the Ancient Mariner! As I look through the colorful pages, it is great to see and reflect
on how much has taken place since our last issue. We have concluded the fall semester with much to be thankful for.
Spiritually, our students continue to grow closer to God and their classmates by planning all of the beautiful Masses
for our school community and taking some time to reflect on their relationships through our extensive retreat
program. Our students are also thriving academically as is evidenced by the college acceptance letters arriving
recently for our seniors. We are especially proud of those students who have decided to continue their education at a
Catholic university. Finally, our students’ involvement in co-curricular activities has recently received much attention on the national
and local level with an appearance on Top Chef: Just Desserts for our Rainbow Riders and Cheer squad and a front page Los Angeles
Times article highlighting our football team. This is indeed a time
of great celebration at St. Monica and we look forward to an
Homecoming 2010
exciting second semester.
The St. Monica campus was brimming with activity the first
week of October as we celebrated Homecoming 2010. In
addition to the installation of our new principal, Mr. Alex
Chacon, and the celebration of our Hall of Fame honorees, the
student body had a week full of activities. Each class
participated in the Deck the Halls competition, the Pep Rally
included outdoor festivities on the new turf, and the
homecoming king and queen were crowned at the football
game halftime with a Mariner win over Windward! The
week’s activities culminated with the homecoming dance,
held this year at the Olympic Collection.

A personal highlight for me, of course, was being selected as the
new principal at St. Monica Catholic High School. My journey to
being your new principal has been nothing short of remarkable and I
am excited and humbled to serve as the principal teacher at
SMCHS. For the past five years I have been blessed to be a part of
such a caring family at St. Monica, one that allows for our students
to excel in multiple ways. What we have here is special, something
that takes years and years to build. I am grateful to the students,
alumni, parents, and staff that are constantly looking for ways to
make the St. Monica experience better for future Mariners, and I
look forward to continuing the St. Monica tradition of providing a
holistic education that allows our students to grow and excel
spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, socially and physically.
In closing, I am thrilled to be a part of such a thriving community
and realize that without the efforts of so many, we would not be the
same school. I am thankful to Monsignor Torgerson for his
guidance and support of me both personally and professionally. His
energy and enthusiasm for SMCHS is an immense blessing to our
community. I am thankful to Mr. Thom Gasper, our new president,
for preparing me to tackle the rigors of my new role and for being a
good friend and mentor. Finally, I am thankful to all of you, the
Mariner faithful, for providing me with a warm welcome to my
principal-ship, and for your tremendous support in my first year.
God Bless and Go Mariners!

The 2010 Homecoming Court

St. Monica Catholic High School

Alex Chacon
Principal
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St. Monica Installs First President
Thom Gasper, principal of St. Monica Catholic High School
for the past five years, was installed as President of St.
Monica Catholic Schools on September 13, 2010. The
installation, held on the stairs of the Trepp Library, was
witnessed by the high school students, elementary school
students, faculty of both schools, parents, and friends of St.
Monica.
The event began with the gathering song by the Rainbow
Riders, Build a Family, and a welcome by Msgr. Lloyd
Torgerson. Special guest, Sr. Mary Elizabeth Galt,
Chancellor of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, then offered
words of recognition. Cory LaGuardia ‘11, SMCHS
Student Body President, read from Paul‘s First Letter to the
Corinthians. SMCHS Principal, Alex Chacon, and St.
Monica Catholic Elementary School Principal, Neil Quinly,
both spoke about the collaboration and vision of St. Monica
schools. After intercessions by a representative of the
elementary school, Msgr. Torgerson officially installed Mr.
Gasper as president of the two schools.
In his installation speech, Mr. Gasper spoke to the students.
“I am most thankful to you, the students of our two schools.
As I envisioned moving into this job, I knew that I wanted to
Mr. Gasper is installed
stay focused on the needs of our students. That is one of the
with his family by his side
reasons why we chose the space over at the West Wing
overlooking the yard for the president’s office. However, a personal reason why I wanted my office over there was so that I could see
you the students out here all day! You possess a great energy and compassionate spirit that I am blessed to witness daily. I want to
assure you, our students, that even when your principals or administrators seem busy away in our offices meeting with grown-ups, we
are working to make a better experience for you and long to see your friendly faces.”
As president, Mr. Gasper will focus his efforts on such critical needs as marketing, fundraising, community relations, and enrollment
issues, in addition to a major role with the Capital Campaign.

Top Chef Just Desserts!

Go Green!

In the Spring 2010 Ancient Mariner we reported on the
filming of a well-know reality competition show held on
the St. Monica campus. At the time, due to a
confidentiality agreement, the specifics had to wait – but
no more! St. Monica Catholic High School was lucky
enough to be treated to a bake sale of epic proportions!
SMCHS was visited by Bravo’s Top Chef: Just Desserts
– a spin-off of the 2010 Primetime Emmy winning Top
Chef. Contestants from Bravo’s sweetest new series
competed in a bake-off for two of the most energetic
groups on campus: the Pep Squad and the glee club
known as the Rainbow Riders. The episode, GLEE
CLUB aired on Wednesday, September 29th.

“Go Green” has a whole new meaning on
the St. Monica campus! This summer an
artificial turf field, a gift from the nowdefunct Los Angeles Avenger Area
Football team, was laid out on the north
end of the St. Monica schoolyard. This
field has been used for many sports and
both the high school and the elementary
school have benefitted from its presence.
Go Mariners! Go Green!

Karen Pagtama ’97 and a former Rainbow Rider, assisted in St. Monica’s participation
in this exciting project. Karen is a Story Producer for Magical Elves Production
Company, the group that produces Top Chef and suggested St. Monica for the show.
The filming was not only exciting for these two groups, but for the hundreds of St.
Monica students who got to be part of the filming, including SMCHS mascot Joe
Mariner! Karen shared, “Thanks for having St. Monica's be a part of the show; it's
going to be a really great episode and I'm so proud to be a Mariner!”

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Photos such as this one, donated by Marie Griffith Anderson ’41,
are great contributions to the school archives

From the Office of Advancement
From the Alumni Office
In looking at many articles in this issue of the Ancient Mariner, and in the Annual Report, I noticed a common
theme – that of people being honored.
At the graduation of the Class of ’10 in June, we honored the young men and women who had excelled in a variety
of different ways during their years at St. Monica. We honored our new president and principal at installation
events at the beginning of the school year. A highlight of the year was the Hall of Fame event where we honored
our alumni and faculty or friends of SMCHS for their service and accomplishments. There were a number of
alumni and friends of St. Monica who were recently honored for their contributions to their church, family and
community. In the Alumni Update section, again we saw many of our recent and not so recent graduates receive honors for their
accomplishments! A special thank you to Marie Griffith Anderson ’41 who sent in the wonderful photo above of Msgr. Conneally,
herself, and classmate Walter Tretton ‘41, receiving honors in the early days of our school.
We can report many of these accomplishments because people continue to keep us aware of the many good things that are going on
within our community. Continue to send this news to the Alumni Office. We are honored to honor our alumni and friends!
Diane Mayer ’73
Director of Alumni Relations

Papal Honors Awarded to SMCHS Alumni and Friends
Pope Benedict XVI has accorded papal honors to 189 men and women of the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles. St. Monica Catholic School is proud to announce
that among these honorees are two school alumni and three friends of SMCHS.
The Order of St. Gregory was instituted in 1831 by Pope Gregory XVI and is
presented for loyalty and service to the Holy See. The Knights and Dames now
total 166 members in the archdiocese, where their special ministry is the support
of the Cardinal Timothy Manning House of Prayer for Priests. Celeste Von Der
Ahe ‘60 was named as a Dame Commander and John Given, a SMCHS donor
along with his wife Margaret, was named as a Knight Commander.

Celeste Von Der Ahe and John Given are pictured above with
fellow Order of St. Gregory honorees

The Benemerenti Award is given to those who have shown exemplary service to
their church, family, and community. Jean Villaryo Brown ’56, is a parishioner
of St. Catherine of Siena Parish in Reseda, CA. Jean had also recently completed
her time as Moderator for the San Fernando Regional Pastoral Council. Also
honored were Dan Schwala of St. Monica Catholic Community and Jeanette
Trepp, a key force in providing financial aid to needy SMCHS families.
See photo right.
Congratulations to each of these honorees for their dedication and service.

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Rainbow Rider Reunion

Meal to Mentor a Mariner

Members of the 2000 Rainbow Rider trip to Rome met in April
at the home of Rose Marie
Caruso Layman ’68.
Good food, videos of the
Rome trip, and reminiscing
about this great experience
made for a great afternoon.

Mr. Ed Archer with some
of the Rainbow Rider 2000
travelers

On Tuesday, January 25, 2011, the first Meal to Mentor a
Mariner will take place. The concept of the dinner is that alumni
or friends of SMCHS in certain fields will serve as hosts at a
dinner on campus for members of the senior class. The students
are seated with alumni who share the same interest – a college
major, career, or inspirational life path. As an alumni host, you
should be willing to facilitate conversation and get to know the
students at your table. It is our hope that you will share your
stories in ways that will benefit the student participants. For
more information about this Meal to Mentor a Mariner event, or
how to be involved in a future program, please contact Diane
Mayer ’73 in the Alumni Office at (310) 394-3701 ext 1302.

2011 Alumni Association Meetings
Corrections:
We would like to correct some
information incorrectly printed in the
Spring 2010 Ancient Mariner. The
statue of the Virgin Mary at the front
of St. Monica Catholic Church was
actually donated by Bill McClelland in
honor of Mr. and Mrs. T.A. Gutierrez
(parents of his wife, Monica Gutierrez
McClelland ’69), and the following
members of the McClelland family:
Mr. and Mrs. R.M. McClelland, Robert J. McClelland, and Mr.
and Mrs. T.N. McClelland as well as Monica’s aunt, Mrs. M.C.
(Connie) Weston. The foundry, Mc3 Inc., was founded by the
McClelland sons and has been established since 1972, with Bill
being the sole owner since 1975. Monica Gutierrez
McClelland’s family has been involved with St. Monica’s since
1946. Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. T.A. Gutierrez, baptized and
sent their children to St. Monica. We apologize for this error.

Join us for the 2011 Alumni Association Meetings:
Wednesday, April 20, 2011 at 6:30 pm
Wednesday, June 22, 2011 at 6:30 pm
All meetings will take place in the new school’s boardroom in
the high school west wing (from the parking lot, first room
directly north of the auditorium).

Ancient Mariner
A MAGAZINE FOR ALUMNI, FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF ST. MONICA CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
Volume XXVIII Issue 1

The Ancient Mariner is published two times a year by the Advancement Office.
Pastor
Msgr. Lloyd Torgerson
President
Thom Gasper

St. Monica Catholic High School Mission Statement

Principal
Alex Chacon

St. Monica Catholic High School is a coeducational, parish
high school that provides a college preparatory curriculum for
students of diverse abilities, cultures, and faiths. Guided by
gospel values, we affirm and respect the dignity of each
member of our school community. We provide a faith-based
education that values academic achievement and Christian
service. Our school family cultivates strength of character,
intellectual curiosity, and love of God and others. In
collaboration with parents and the parish community, our
mission is to graduate students who are inspired by faith,
intellectually enriched, and integrated as individuals.

St. Monica Catholic High School

Winter 2011

Director of Alumni Relations
Diane Mayer ’73
(310) 394-3701 Ext. 1302
We welcome submissions of articles, photos, news releases, birth &
wedding announcements and other updates. Please send items to the
school address, attn: Alumni Office or by e-mail to Diane Mayer at
alumni@stmonicahs.net
NEXT DEADLINE: The deadline for submitting items for the next
newsletter is March 1, 2011. The next issue of the Ancient Mariner is
scheduled for Spring 2011.
The Ancient Mariner is sent bulk mail at a 3rd class rate. Delivery can
be expected within 10-15 business days from mailing. Therefore, the
delivery range to different parts of the state and country is variable.
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Mr. Alex Chacon,
St. Monica’s new principal,
at his Installation mass

an interview with our new principal
Mr. Alex Chacon was installed as the 24th principal of St.
Monica Catholic High School on October 5, 2010 at the
homecoming mass. Msgr. Sal Pilato, Superintendent of
Secondary Schools and Mr. Jim McClune, Regional Supervisor,
joined the student body and guests. Mr. Chacon was
congratulated by a representative of each constituency of the
school: the Schools’ Advisory Board, the faculty, and the
student body. Mr. Chacon was also joined at the celebration by
his parents, Irma and Lupe Chacon, his wife Annette, his son
Owen, and other family members.
We sat down with Mr. Chacon to learn more about his history
with Catholic education and his goals for St. Monica.
What is your personal history with Catholic Education?
I began my early childhood education in public school. Soon,
however, my parents realized that was not the best situation for
me. In 4th grade I began attending Santa Teresita Elementary
School in Boyle Heights. Sr. Mary Sean Hodges, now in
detention ministry, took me under her wing and gave me some
wonderful leadership opportunities.
I attended Salesian High School where I traveled 1 ½ hours each
morning by bus to get to school. The Salesian experience was an
incredible one for me; my cross country coaches inspired me
with their ability to train athletes; the college guidance
department was so encouraging to the students; my mentors in

Santa, Joe Mariner, and the ASB elves drop a stocking off to the new
principal

St. Monica Catholic High School

administration always pushed me to “look for more”. By my
junior year, I felt the confidence to look beyond my local world
for colleges. When I was accepted to Georgetown University, I
knew I was in a place where I really mattered. With the great
financial aid and Catholic education that I received, I was
extremely indebted to those who had done so much for me.
How did you begin your career in education?
I actually came back from Georgetown and returned to my alma
mater, Salesian, where I taught English, coached cross country
and baseball, and served as one of the deans in my last year. The
whole concept of development, somewhat new at that point, was
of great interest to me however, probably because I had been
such a fortunate recipient of financial aid. I made the move from
Salesian to LMU where the new president was Fr. Robert
Lawton, my dean at Georgetown! I enjoyed three years working
in development and promoting the school and its mission. It was
at that time that I began the Administration Program in
Secondary Education.
Moving a little closer to home, I continued in development at Cal
Tech but definitely missed the interaction with the students.
When the opportunity came for me to join the St. Monica family,
I knew that was the community for me. Over the past five years
I have served as Assistant Principal: Dean of Students, English
teacher, and Assistant Principal: Director of Advancement.

Mr. Chacon watches a football game
with faculty member, Mr. Jack White
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What are your goals as Principal of
St. Monica Catholic High School?
I want St. Monica to be known as a school
that is competitive, for it to continue to
provide a college prep education for its
students by giving them tools for future
success. As a former advancement
director, I also realize the great need for
marketing and fundraising that will keep
our school strong. My predecessor, Thom
Gasper, tackled both of these issues when
he was principal. Now with him as
president of St. Monica schools, I think
we will have even greater opportunities to
help our students and our school.
I also think it is so important that as
educators, we lay the foundation for a
strong moral education for our students.
St. Monica was a mother whose life
mission was to lead her son on a moral
path. In my life, my mother was the
person who reinforced my sense of moral
character. I feel we need to play a real
role in the moral development of our
young people, not just for while they are
in school, but for life. The ability to be
present, for both myself and for our
teachers, is so imperative.

Winter 2011

St. Monica Catholic High School Principals

Past &
Present

1938 – 1939
Sister Mary Ursulina*
1939 – 1942
Sister Mary Coronata*
1942 – 1943
Sister Gertrude Mary*
1943 – 1946
Sister Mary Xavierita*
1946 – 1952
Sister Amelia Maria
(girls)*

1956 – 1959
Sister Mariam Genevieve
(girls)

1965 – 1970
Sister Michaeline Mary
(girls)
1988 – 1997
Sister Cheryl Milner

1947 – 1949
Brother John
(boys)
1959 – 1962
Sister Rosalia Mary
(girls)

1966 – 1969
Brother Gilbert
(boys)

1952 – 1953
Sister Bernard Mary*
(girls)

1960 – 1962
Brother Evaristus
(boys)

1969 – 1970
Brother Paul
(boys)

1952 – 1960
Brother Hilary
(boys)

1962 – 1966
Brother Romuald
(boys)

1970 – 1976
Sister Michaeline Mary
(co-ed)

2005 – 2010
Mr. Thom Gasper

1953 – 1956
Sister Virginia Mary
(girls)

1962 – 1965
Sister Virginia Mary
(girls)

1976 – 1980
Sister Delores Rashford

2010
Mr. Alex Chacon

What St. Monica tradition do you value
the most?
We begin each school year with the
celebration of the Feast of St. Monica.
Before that opening mass, the students
process by the St. Monica grotto in the
front of our school. This quiet time is for
them to pray for their families and for the
upcoming school year. Reflection is a
key in the educational process; if we are
not taking care of our souls and offering
thanks, we are not doing our job as a
Catholic school.

Mr. Chacon addresses the crowd at the installation
of Mr. Thom Gasper as president

St. Monica Catholic High School

1980 – 1988
Rev. William J. Brelsford

1997 – 1998
Rev. Jon Majarucon

1949 – 1952
Brother Raphael
(boys)
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1998 – 2005
Mrs. Tamara MartinezPayne

* no photo available
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Members of the 1970 and 1971 Volleyball
teams are honored

Hall of Fame
St. Monica Honors Hall of Fame Recipients
antwell Auditorium was filled with honorees and guests
on Friday, October 8th, as members of the Mariner family
gathered to honor inductees into the Distinguished
Mariner Hall of Fame and the Mariner Athletic Hall of Fame.

C

Inductees to the Distinguished Mariner Hall of Fame included
The Honorable Victoria Gerrard Chaney ’63, Gary J. Nitti M.D.
’72, and Tamara Martinez-Payne, SMCHS Principal 1998 –
2005. Inductees to the Mariner Athletic Hall of Fame were the
1970 and 1971 Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) Girls’ Volleyball
National Prep Champions and Leo Klemm – Boys’ Basketball
Coach 1983 – 1995 and 1991 CIF Championship Coach.
An additional highlight of the evening was the unveiling of one
of the new Athletic Hall of Fame panels that will be placed in the
gymnasium upon its upcoming renovation. Earlier in the week,
some members of the 1970 and 1971 Girls’ Volleyball Team met
with the current girls’ volleyball team after their victory over
Cantwell Sacred Heart (pictured below).

This great tradition brings back alumni, previous honorees, and
former faculty members to the Mariner campus. The next Hall of
Fame induction will be held during Homecoming Week in 2012.
Honorees are chosen through a nomination process open to all
SMCHS alumni. Nominations can be submitted for the 2012
honorees between now and February, 2012. Nomination forms
can be found at www.stmonicahs.org/halloffame.

St. Monica Catholic High School

Honorees Cheney, Nitti, and Martinez-Payne at HOF Awards Dinner

Distinguished Mariner Hall of Fame
The Honorable Victoria Gerrard Chaney
’63 was confirmed to the Court of Appeals,
Second District, Division One, after having
served nineteen years on the bench as a trial
judge. She was appointed by Governor
George Deukmejian to the Los Angeles
Municipal Court in 1990 and elevated to the
Los Angeles Superior Court, by Governor
Pete Wilson, in 1994. Through it all, Justice
Chaney believes that her most valuable public service occurs
behind closed doors in mediation, where 95% of the court’s civil
docket is resolved. In 2008, she developed a training
demonstration on mediation. She teaches seminars on mediation
and settlement techniques, construction law, scientific issues in
complex cases, and the handling of class actions and complex
litigation. Prior to attending law school,
Chaney was a registered nurse at the LACUSC and Cedars-Sinai medical centers. She
keeps her nursing registry current. Her
advice for students today: “Enjoy the
moment, but have goals and work hard toward
attaining them. Dream big!”

page 8

www.stmonicahs.org

Ancient Mariner Magazine

Winter 2011

Upon graduation from St. Monica where
he excelled academically, in athletics, and
in student leadership, Gary J. Nitti M.D.
’72, went on to graduate with honors from
UCLA where he was awarded the UCLA
Scholar Athlete Award for Track and Field
and the UCLA Post Graduate Scholarship
for Athletic/Academic Excellence in 1976.
Upon graduation, he was admitted to UC
San Diego School of Medicine and later
was accepted at Stanford for his Anesthesia Residency and
UCLA for his Cardiac Anesthesia Fellowships. Dr. Nitti has
served as Director of Cardiac Anesthesia Services at Providence
Tarzana Medical Center and Encino-Tarzana Regional Medical
Center Encino Hospital since 1988. Dr. Nitti has made
significant contributions to the
community as president and one of the
founders of the Fusion Futbol Academy, a
highly successful soccer program in the
San Fernando Valley, and as team
physician for the Santa Monica Track
Club for over two decades. Dr. Nitti was
introduced at his installation by his St.
Monica track coach, Mr. Jack Farrell.

HALL OF FAME
NOMINATIONS
Nominations for the SMCHS
Distinguished and Athletic
Halls of Fame are being
accepted at this time.
The deadline for 2012
nominations is February 1,
2012. Nomination forms are
available on the school website
at www.stmonicahs.org/alumni
or by calling the Alumni Office
at (310) 394-3701 x1302. All
specific information about the
process is on the nomination
form.

This is your chance to
nominate a worthy
Mariner!

Tamara Martinez-Payne, SMCHS
Principal 1998 – 2005, was herself a
product of Catholic education, having
attended Nativity elementary school and
Bishop Montgomery High School. She
received her BA in Speech
Communications at California State
University, Long Beach and went on to
earn an MS in Counseling Psychology
and a Pupil Personnel Services Credential at Mount St. Mary’s
College. In 1997 she came to St. Monica where she served as
Vice Principal for one year and then became the first lay
principal at SMCHS, serving in that capacity for the next seven
years. Her accomplishments were many: she established the
Parent Association; managed the budget in a manner that
resulted in financial independence of the high school from the
parish; made campus upgrades and
beautification a priority; and clarified
professional expectations for faculty,
resulting in reduced faculty attrition
through a more competitive salary
compensation. The work of Mrs.
Martinez-Payne laid a great foundation
for the school to continue growing in the
ways it attracts and serves qualified
students today.

Distinguished Mariner
Hall of Fame Honorees

2000 Honoree
Mrs. Marie Gallagher - honorary

1986 Honorees
John Casey ’47; Art Verge ’47; The Lennon
Sisters: Dianne Lennon Gass ’57; Peggy
Lennon Cathcart ’59; Kathy Lennon Daris
’61; and Janet Lennon Bahler ’64
1987 Honorees
+Sister Mary Faith Clarke, SNJM ’46; +Don
Bremberg ’58; Robert Klein ’65
1988 Honorees
John Bambrick ’50; Carmen Delgado Diaz
’52; Father William Brelsford - honorary
1989 Honorees
+Jack Penn ’44; Sister Delores Rashford,
SNJM ’47; Frank Wagner ’65; Sister Mary
Margaret Mulgrew, SNJM - honorary
1990 Honorees
+Marilyn Hawley Hilton ’46; Richard Gass ’55;
Monsignor Royale Vadakin ’56
1997 Honoree
Sr. Cheryl Milner, SNJM - honorary

St. Monica Catholic High School
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2003 Honoree
+Jim Dela Torre - honorary
2008 Honorees
Melissa Foelsch Wells ’50; Thomas Rollerson ’83
2010 Honorees
Victoria Gerrard Chaney ‘63; Gary J. Nitti M.D.
‘72; Tamara Martinez-Payne – honorary
+Deceased honorees
Mariner Athletic
Hall of Fame Honorees
2008 Honorees
Leon Wood ’79; Earl Duncan ’86; Jason
Matthews ’87; Michael Wagner ’89; Marcellus
Wiley ’92; *Matthew Bambrick ’93; Adrian
Klemm ’95; and *Coach Tim Layana
2010 Honorees
1970 and 1971 AAU Girls’ Volleyball Prep
National Champions; Leo Klemm – honorary
*Posthumous inductees
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Former SMCHS Basketball Coach Leo Klemm (center) with current
coach Khi-Min Jung (left) and the Boys’ Varsity Basketball team,
who served at the Hall of Fame Dinner

Mariner Athletic Hall of Fame
1970 and 1971 was a time before Title IX,
when girls’ sports did not receive the recognition
and financial respect that they do today. With the
support of St. Monica’s pastor, the community,
their coaches and the SMCHS student body, the
members of the St. Monica Girls’ Volleyball team
went on to become the 1970 and 1971 Amateur
Athletic Union (AAU) Girls’ Volleyball National
Prep Champions. In 1970 the team defeated
Waley 15-7, 15-10 in the championship game to
win the AAU National Tournament in Long
Beach, California. The following year they
successfully defended their title in Parma, Ohio by
defeating Banning of Wilmington, 15-8, 15-8 in
the championship match. Members of the 1970
team were: Christine
Talunas Rundle ‘70,
Maurine Talunas
Brett ‘70, Charlotte
Rusinyak Scipioni
‘70, and Lesley
Sturges Wheeler ‘70.
Members of both the
1970 and 1971 teams
were: Eileen Clancy
McClintock ‘71,
Janet Larquier
Rasmussen ‘71,
Margie Macias
‘71, Karen
Mills Fallini
‘71, Joanna
Pope ‘71, and
Louise
Sheaffer
Lennon ‘71.
Additional
members of the
1971 team
were: Mimi
Lennon ‘73, Irma Rodriguez Vargas ‘72, and Mary Thompson ‘72. Both
teams were coached by Joanne Snyder Davidson.
St. Monica Catholic High School
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Leo Klemm
served St.
Monica
Catholic
High School
as Boys’
Basketball
Coach from
1983 to 1995
and led the
Mariners to
the 1991 CIF
Championship. During his twelve years at St.
Monica, he transformed a small Catholic school
team into one of the most successful basketball
programs in Southern California. During his
tenure, St. Monica advanced to the CIF Final Four
on four different occasions, winning the CIF
championship in 1991. Coach Klemm’s teams
posted a 203-109 record, a .651 winning
percentage. He has been selected “Coach of the
Year” by the Los Angeles Times, the Amateur
Athletic Foundation of Los Angeles, and the Santa
Monica Outlook. Many of his notable players went
on to play Division I college basketball. During
his years at St. Monica, in addition to basketball
coach, Leo Klemm served the school in many
different capacities: athletic director, government
teacher, junior class
counselor, Dean of
Students, and Vice
Principal. Coach
Klemm is a graduate
of the University of
Notre Dame with a
master’s degree in
Secondary School
Administration from
Mount St. Mary’s
College.
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Honoree Irma Rodriguez Vargas ’72, Mark Karadenes,
Msgr. Lloyd Torgerson, and Dr. Rita Esquivel, Schools
Advisory Board member
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Gabe Soufo ‘06 and
SMCHS teacher
Karen McNally

Nancy Nelson Wankovsky ’70, SMCHS faculty
member Larry Rodriguez ‘70, and Charlotte
Rusinyak Scipioni ‘70

Former faculty member
Jack Farrell introducing
honoree Gary J. Nitti M.D.

Former faculty,
Linda Wallace and
Jacqueline Hanson
Erik Kelley ’02 and
Jose Jimenez ‘04

Christine Talunas Rundle ’70
and Coach Jody Snyder
Davidson

Nicole and
James Dunn ‘99

Anne Mureau ’04 and
Chris Griffin ‘99

Tina Cruz Angel ’78, former faculty members Liz McKillop and
Linda Wallace, principal Alex Chacon and faculty members
Tatiana Semnani and Kyoko Ito
Marie Gallagher HOF ‘2000 and
Lynda Auer

Former faculty member Scott McDowell and honoree Leo
Klemm with sons Leo and Bryan Klemm

St. Monica Catholic High School

Luke Garner ‘97, Basketball Coach KhiMin Jung, and James Hecht ‘83
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Honoree Tamara Martinez-Payne with husband
Leigh and SMCHS faculty member Tatiana
Semnani

Honoree, Dr. Gary Nitti with wife Wendy talking with
Msgr. Torgerson and Jeff Peak
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Rendering of the refurbished gymnasium,
all part of the new Athletic Center

Capital Campaign
The Campaign for St. Monica Catholic Community
Reaching Out to Alumni
For 2011, many great things are in store for St. Monica Catholic
High School and its exciting building project, including an
outreach to alumni, an anticipated groundbreaking of the first
phases, the creation of a permanent home for the Mariner
Athletic Hall of Fame, and other developments. So let’s get
started!
Project Summary: St. Monica Catholic High School, in
conjunction with the entire St. Monica Catholic Community, is
embarking on an ambitious and vision-filled building project.
For the high school, the project will provide a significantly
renovated gym and physical education center in the basement
and, in a planned second phase, an east wing addition for more
classrooms, Campus Ministry space and a new Mariner snack
bar. For the entire St. Monica Catholic Community, the project
will provide a much-needed subterranean parking garage, new
administrative Community Center, upgraded courtyard between
the school buildings to include some green space, and a new
multipurpose reception facility. The high school needs these
improvements due to outdated and overcrowded facilities,
increased dedication to even higher academic achievement, and
in response to increased competition.

more than $18.75 million toward the project goal of $27 million.
Starting in 2011, high school alumni involvement in the building
project will increase. A large-scale, widespread effort to connect
with all St. Monica Catholic High School alumni will begin, to
share our vision with you, and to ask for your support.
Paying Our Way: The great opportunities and exciting future
that await St. Monica Catholic High School through the building
project can and will happen through your generous support. The
Mariner family is responsible for providing the funds for its
portion of the project. All Mariners are being called to do their
part to support this ambitious endeavor. With your generosity,
we can proudly build an exciting future for Mariners, together.
Buildup to Groundbreaking: The first phase of the overall
project – the Community Center and underground parking
facility, which will be shared by the high school, the church and
the elementary school – is expected to begin construction in midto late-2011. Remodeling of the high school gymnasium and
locker rooms could begin in 2011 or 2012, if sufficient funds are
raised. Building designs are being finalized and have already
cleared all necessary Santa Monica city regulatory bodies. We’re
on our way, and with your help, we will get there!

Mariner Hall of Fame: The building project promises to
provide a permanent home
for the Mariner Athletic
Hall of Fame. The
prominent location, to be
part of the gym
renovation, is being
designed. See the early
rendering, right.

Alumni Plan: Over the
last three years, St.
Monica Catholic
Community has raised

Athletic Hall of Fame rendering

St. Monica Catholic High School
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All-Class Picnic
The 4th Annual All-Class Picnic was held on
Sunday, May 2nd on the SMCHS Campus where
Mariners gathered from all generations.

Changes are coming to
the All-Class Picnic!
Join us at our upcoming
Alumni Association meetings
to be part of the change.

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Members of the Class of ’70
gather at their 40th reunion

Class Reunions
Reunion Updates
Class of 1960
On Saturday, October 2, 2010, the Class of 1960
held their 50th reunion at the Holiday Inn, Lake
Forest. Over 60 classmates and guests enjoyed
delicious food, refreshing cocktails, numerous
memorabilia displays, a marvelous vocalist and
ensemble, impromptu entertainment, door prizes,
Classmates from 1960 enjoy a
and 50's music videos. Alumni came from
memorabilia book
Florida, Washington, Texas, and Northern
California. Old friendships were renewed and new
friendships were made. Many classmates enjoyed breakfast together the next
morning. Thank you to the Class of '60 for sharing your Mariner spirit at our 50th
celebration. A special thanks to Judy McNay Fleenor for organizing this
unforgettable reunion! Photos and other information can be found at our class
website: http://www.classreport.org/usa/ca/santa_monica/smchs/1960

A great time was
had by all!

Program presenters,
Judy McNay
Fleenor and
Kathleen Zeiner
Klatt

Class of 1970
The Class of '70 celebrated their 40th
reunion on Saturday, August 7, 2010 with
an afternoon tour of the school and a
banquet that evening at the 94th Aero
Squadron restaurant. The next day,
Sunday, August 8th, the class gathered for
a class picnic. A special thanks to Larry
Boone and his committee for a great
gathering of the Class of 1970!

Left to Right: back row: Terri Stubbs
Christofk, Leo Terbieten, and Barbara Smith
Highland. Front row: Rosemary Coda and
Peggy Ketting-Oliver at the class picnic

Left to Right from the Class of ’70: Sandy McIntyre,
Larry Boone, guest, Dave Hummer, and Pete Larson.
Seated: Ellen Hummer, Chris Gray Reardon, and Jenny
Boone

Left to Right: back row: Danny Akerblom, Max Vasquez,
Clay Miller, Gerard Abrams, Tom Nitti, and Mark
Collier. Front row: Cathy Ryan Carillo, Bonnie Miller,
and Janice Repko Bryant

St. Monica Catholic High School
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The Class of 1970 tours the St. Monica campus

Left to Right: Gerard Abrams, Nancy Nelson
Wankovsky, Bill Engler, Terry Stubbs Christofk,
Donna Mulford Cronin, Jim McPhillips, Barbara
Smith Highland, and Larry Rodriguez
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Reunion Updates

Other 2010 Reunions

Class of 1980

Class of 1957

St. Monica High School Class of 1980 celebrated its 30th
Reunion on October 2, 2010, at Cantwell Auditorium, on
campus. Theresa Blom, Lynn McGhee Young, Cyndi Herrick
Gallagher, and Maureen Campbell Russell were on the
planning committee and did a wonderful job. Dawnelle Davis
was the caterer for the evening's festivities. Thanks to
Dawnelle's efforts, we enjoyed a sumptuous buffet featuring
pasta, salad, breads, and an array of delectable desserts.

The Class of 1957 celebrated turning 70 years young with a
birthday dinner party at the Marina del Rey Hotel on September
19, 2009. The evening was filled with memories and dancing to
the oldies. Fifty classmates and spouses also enjoyed breakfast
overlooking the Marina. A great time was had by everyone, so
much so that they all want to gather in the next year or two.
Norma Layton Toole, Priscilla Miner Cutting and Belinda
Burgueno Alba enjoyed planning and hosting this party for their
classmates.

The reunion was a sparkling occasion and a smashing success:
the soft lighting, delicious foods, and nice decor all made for a
warm and intimate atmosphere. We all enjoyed renewing old
friendships, resolving past misunderstandings, and deepening
our commitment to one another and to St. Monica High School.
The event was well attended and abounded with smiles and
laughter. We all shared photos and past memories, and of course
talked about our present lives, too. We also remembered those
classmates who are no longer with us. Later in the evening, we
played music from our high school years, and many of us danced
to '70's disco music. What fun!
Our reunion was a blast! It is indeed a joy to see God working in
the lives of our former classmates and to see so many of us
happy and doing well. We, the St. Monica High School Class of
1980, are indeed an example of the living Christ, as we continue
to care, share, and be there for one another. We encourage all
classes to stay in touch and to schedule their reunions. We also
hope that the members of all classes will continue to support one
another and St. Monica High School with their gifts and service.

Class of 1975
July 17, 2010 was a blast from the past and a night to remember
for the Class of 1975. We returned back to our roots and
celebrated our 35th High School Reunion at Cantwell Auditorium.
The auditorium was lovingly decorated in the traditional Mariner
green and gold. Appetizers, desserts & refreshments were served
in a very casual, comfortable atmosphere. A special memorial
table was set and touching past remembrances were shared,
honoring our classmates who are no longer with us. Video footage
as well as memorabilia from those four impressionable years were
displayed for all to reminisce over.

To the Green and Gold, All Hail!
Sincerely, John "Eric" Paschek, PhD

Class of 1990

On a school tour, members of the Class of 1975 meet at the anchor

The Class of ’90 celebrated their 20th reunion on Saturday, July
10, 2010 in Cantwell Auditorium on the St. Monica campus. A
Mariner thank you to Kathy Bailey Cunningham and her
committee for putting together this reunion.

Class of 2000
The Class of 2000 celebrated their 10th high school reunion on
Saturday, October 11, 2010 at Tompkins Bar and Grill in
Westchester. Special thanks to Siobhan O’Neill for gathering
the Class of 2000!

The turn-out was incredible!! Over 100 people responded that
they would be attending. In addition to those of us who continue
to reside in California we had a number of classmates attending
from out of state. Our added joy was the presence of those
classmates who we have not seen in 35 years!! Our celebration
was also blessed with the presence of Sister Jean Morningstar,
Sister Elise Hanrahan, Alan Koch, Sal Gamboa, former
Basketball Coach Ed Chevalier and his lovely wife, Alumni
Director Diane Mayer, current SMCHS president, Thom Gasper,
as well as a few classmates from
the Class of 1974.

Joe Lennon and former teacher,
Mr. Alan Koch

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Conversations, laughter and
affectionate hugs were ongoing
throughout the entire evening. For
many, the evening was just too
short. In closing, God Bless the
Class of 1975 and may we all be
joined together again in 2015!!
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Upcoming Reunions

Other Reunions

Class of 1961

Class of 1946

The Class of ‘61 has a reunion planning committee in place for the
upcoming 50th reunion scheduled for Saturday, July 23, 2011 from
10am to 4pm on the St. Monica campus. The committee members
are: George and Mavis Holguin at holguins2@verizon.net; Karen
Carr Joyce at kacjoyce2004@yahoo.com; Al Lansdale at
alsfilm@yahoo.com; Bill Lund at wal@ahmcpas.com; Tom
Mallen at tom@mallenfamily.com; MaryAnn Russo Lynch at
snobuum2cox.net; and Kathy Henry Varni at avkay@att.net. If
you don’t have an e-mail address, please contact George Holguin
at (310) 398-2928. If you have changed your e-mail or address
please give the information to one of the committee members.

The Class of ’46 is celebrating their 65th reunion on July 9, 2011
on the St. Monica campus. You can contact Betty O’Brien
Miller at (310) 828-3730 for more information.

Class of 1971

Class of 1959
Due to the overwhelming success of their 50th reunion, the Class
of ’59 is going to do it again! It’s the “turning 70 birthday bash”!
Mark your calendars for July 16, 2011. You will see Cantwell
Auditorium as never before with an evening filled with fun and
surprises as the reunion committee is planning another night to
remember. Save July 16, 2011 and get ready to rock ‘n roll! Visit
the class website at www.stmonica59.com for more information.

Class of 1974

The Class of ’71 has begun planning their 40th reunion.
Reunion contacts are Joanna Pope who can be contacted at
joannadeldesierto@yahoo.com and Sharon Reyes Siebuhr at
srsiebuhr@yahoo.com.

The Class of ’74 will be celebrating a reunion on May 14, 2011
on the St. Monica campus. The contact is Jim Welcher at
tuffbat22@yahoo.com.

Class of 1981

Class of 1996

Reunion Committee Needed

The Class of ’96 is beginning to plan a 15th reunion. Please
join the group on Facebook or contact Jennifer Parente at
parente.jennifer@gmail.com

Class of 1991
Reunion Committee Needed

IF ANY OTHER CLASSES ARE WORKING ON REUNIONS
FOR ANY YEARS, PLEASE LET THE ALUMNI OFFICE
KNOW SO THAT WE CAN INCLUDE THE INFORMATION IN
UPCOMING COMMUNICATIONS.

Class of 2001
Reunion Committee Needed

Ancient Mariner Alumni Update Form
Have you moved? Do you have news to share?
Have a favorite St. Monica memory? We want
to hear from you! Please keep us posted!

Name _______________________________________________________________

Fill out the this form and mail or fax it
to us, or e-mail your information today!
The deadline for the next issue of the Ancient
Mariner magazine is March 1, 2011.

City ___________________________________State_________Zip _____________

First

Middle

(Maiden)

Last

Address _____________________________________________________________

Home Phone ________________________Work Phone _______________________
E-mail ______________________________________________________________

ST. MONICA
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
1030 Lincoln Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90403
Phone: 310-394-3701 x1302
Fax: 310-458-1353
E-mail: alumni@stmonicahs.net
Website: www.stmonicahs.org
St. Monica Catholic High School

Year Graduated _____________________
News _______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
Submit photos with your name and address clearly marked on the back.
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“Fore” our Kids and Scholarship
St. Monica Catholic High School

2011 Annual Golf Classic
Monday, April 11, 2011

Fran Gowen Curry ’44 and Riviera Golf Pro
Todd Yoshitake, parent ’10

10am Registration • 12 noon Shotgun Start
REGISTRATION FORM
Individual Player - $150* Foursome - $550*
*Registration fee is paid by March 28, 2011. After March 28: Individual $200, Foursome $750

Playing fees include green fees, cart with GPS, practice balls, box lunch, on-course beverages, awards, and dinner
For players without established handicaps, please make an HONEST guess!
Individual Players will be paired by the committee.
Player 1 Name: _____________________________________________________________Handicap _______
Phone ________________________________E-mail ______________________________Shirt Size _______
Player 2 Name: _____________________________________________________________Handicap _______
Phone ________________________________E-mail ______________________________Shirt Size _______
Player 3 Name: _____________________________________________________________Handicap _______
Phone ________________________________E-mail ______________________________Shirt Size _______
Player 4 Name: _____________________________________________________________Handicap _______
Phone ________________________________E-mail ______________________________Shirt Size _______
PAYMENT METHOD:
䡺 Check(s) (payable to St. Monica Catholic High School)
䡺 Visa

䡺 MasterCard

CC Number___________________________________________________Exp _______Amount $ ___________
Cardholder Name___________________________Signature _____________________________Date:_________
Phone ____________________________________Email _____________________________________________
Questions? Call Vicky Landin (310) 394-3701 x1303
Mail form to:
St. Monica Catholic High School
Attn: Vicky Landin
1030 Lincoln Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90403
or
Fax form to:
(310) 458-1353
attn: Vicki Landin

St. Monica Catholic High School

page 17

www.stmonicahs.org

Ancient Mariner Magazine

Winter 2011

The 1950’s
George Junger sent in this picture of the 1956
senior class members of St. Monica Catholic High
School’s CIF Champion basketball team, the
school’s first CIF championship
Pictured are Coach Bill Bonelli, Ralph Garcia,
Bob Holland, Dan Rodriquez, George Junger, Bob
O’Neill, and Brother Daniel, Athletic Director

Alumni Updates
The 1960’s
Members of the Class of ’63 celebrated
their 65th birthdays at a recent “Medicare
Care” party!

Kristine Cerminaro Cimmy ’68 is still
looking for any extra Compass yearbooks
from ’65, ’66, and ’67. Yearbooks from
the 60’s and 70’s can be sent to the
Alumni Office for distribution to
interested parties.

The 1970’s
Anne Wixted Michelena ’73, Michele
Beland Walters ’73, Diane Rebrovich
Mayer ’73, and Jeanne Brennan ’73 met
for lunch this summer during a visit by
Michele from Ohio. Missing out on the
gathering was Peggy Coda Brewer ’73.
Pictured left to right are: front row: DeDe Dodd
Logsdon, Sheila Malloy, Peggy Molloy Willis, Agnes
Govaerts Bjelke and Cindy Powell Stuffman;
middle: Ann Learnihan McDaniel, Sharon
Milliken Ortale, and Jan Godbout Eichenlaub; top
row: Julie Albertson and Laurie Forrest

hard to see my two best friends these
days. One lives in a jail and the other
lives on an island.’ I just loved that, and
her.”
Frank Cruz ’77 will
serve as interim baseball
coach at the University of
Southern California for
the 2011 season. Cruz
has been a volunteer
assistant with the Trojans
the last two seasons after
twelve years as head coach at LMU
(1997-2008). He finished eighth in West
Coast Conference history for overall
victories (329) and sixth in conference
wins (170). He was the WCC Coach of
the Year 3 times (1998-2000-2004). The
Lions won three straight WCC titles from
1998 to 2000 (the first time in school
history) and made three consecutive
appearances in the NCAA Tournament.

The 1980’s
Dan Escalera ’73 has been selected as
the new Athletic Director for Santa
Monica High School. Dan has both
coached and taught at Samohi for the past
22 years.
Pictured left to right are: front row: Chuck Wurtz,
Bob Fetta, Peter Gininni, and Thom Nulty; middle
row: Dee D’Orazio, Phil Logsdon, and Pat
O’Toole, and back row: Tim McGee and Dennis
Rice

Margaret Koch
Hoffman ’67 wrote
that she has called
82 people from high
school and has
enjoyed catching up
on the last 40 years.

St. Monica Catholic High School

Susan Imislund Yodice ’76 writes, “I
was lucky enough to have dinner with
Jerry Murray-Aaron Pusey ‘45
recently. While reminiscing about our
high school days, we were happy to
discover that we both have great affection
for our days at St. Mo's and are both still
in contact with some of our old class
friends. Jerry is quite a vivid and active
woman, as are her old friends, apparently.
At one point she sweetly told me, ‘It's
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Robert Smith ’80 works as a systems
analyst for Appriss, Inc. in Louisville,
Kentucky. He also does occasional work
as an Adjunct Professor for Indiana
Weslyan University, Louisville, Kentucky
Campus and Bellarmine University,
Louisville, Kentucky. Bob has been
married to Celeste Smith for10 years and
has five children: Charles Hollins (31);
Robert II (24), who graduated in 2009
from Cal State Dominguez Hills and is a
grad student at Loyola Film School;
Jeremy (22) who attends University of
Louisville; Gregory (20) who attends
Jefferson Community Technical College;
and Brittany (18) who will start college at
Murray State Univ. Murray, KY in fall
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2010. Robert’s hobby is studying God’s
Word and he is the Director of the Nursery
Ministry at Bates Memorial Baptist
Church in Louisville.

The 1990’s
David Zelaya ’97 and members of the St.
Monica football team recently worked
with the Westchester Elks Lodge and the
No Worries Now Foundation. The project
assisted with a prom for teens with life
threatening illnesses, held in June, 2010,
at Sony Studios in Culver City. David, a
Westchester Elk, along with the team
members, worked at the Culver City
Lodge
where they
put
together
over 300
specific
gift bags
for teens
who
attended
the event.
Along with
SMCHS
David Zelaya ’97 (back row, left)
faculty
and members of the SMCHS
member,
football community
Lauren
Beattie, and football coach, Joe Cortez,
the team members also assisted with
heavy lifting and parking control. The
event was a great success and the players
hope to volunteer again in the future.
Chris Griffin ’99 visited campus
recently and visited with St. Monica
faculty. Pictured are: Mr. Blake Mayer
’03, Sr. Dennis McFadden, Mr. Thom
Gasper, Griffin, Ms. Kyoko Ito, and Mr.
Dom Castillo. Chris is working as an
announcer with the Harlem Globetrotters.

Winter 2011

The
2000’s
Krista
Chauff ’00
married
Ernesto
Tellez on
May 15,
2010. Krista and Ernesto were married
at the Church of the Visitation in
Westchester and now live in Long Beach.
Crystal LeBouf ’00
married Casey
Baker on November
6, 2010 at Sacred
Heart Catholic
Church in Palm
Desert. Crystal and
Casey now live in
Playa del Rey.
Natalie Rosemond-Sewer ’00
announced the birth of daughter, Naomi.
Natalie and her family have moved to a
bigger place in Glendale to accommodate
their growing family.
Bridgette Vargas ’01 graduated in May
2010 with her Master of Arts Degree in
Elementary Education with an emphasis
on Curriculum and Instruction.
Chris Wilken ’01 received his Master’s
Degree in Advanced International Studies
with a Specialization in the Middle East.
He has been hired by the Commerce
Department to specialize in Mid East
issues for the federal government.
Marianne Galligan Oltmann ’05
received the degree of Master of Science
in Accountancy in May, 2010 from
Rhodes College.
Mackenzie Weinger ’06 received the
Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in
Undergraduate Research during
commencement exercises at University of
California, Santa Barbara. Mackenzie, a
history major, discovered how America’s
first journalists both reported about the
Mexican-American War and helped
fashion American nationalism by
stressing expansionism, unity, and

St. Monica Catholic High School
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progress. Her senior thesis, “‘Have You
Any News?’ How America’s First
Embedded Journalists Envisioned the
United States, 1846-48,” makes original
contributions to the history of the war, the
history of journalism, and the Civil War
Era.
Alex Parra ’07 is the goalkeeper for the
University of Hawaii at Hilo men’s
soccer team. Parra joined the Vulcans in
2008 but before playing a single game, he
dislocated his elbow and spent the season
as a redshirt freshman. This early
adversity is behind him as Alex was
recently named the Pacific West
Conference’s Player of the Week.
Li Duan ’08 was recently honored at the
Integrity and Professionalism Luncheon
at the Stillman School of Business at
Seton Hall University in New Jersey. Li
was honored in the area of Accounting
with both the Sophomore Achievement
Prize and the First Fiedlity Work-Study
Prize.

Former Faculty
Br. Paul Brennan, SMCHS Boys’
Principal from 1969 to 1970, visited St.
Monica Catholic High School recently.
Brother Paul spoke to Ms. Siobhan
O’Neill’s students about what St. Monica
was like back in the ‘70’s when he was
headmaster of the boys’ school. He
shared that the boys and girls would meet
up in the middle of the yard but most
importantly at the sock hops on Friday
nights! The students immediately smiled!
His time here in Santa Monica was only
about four years or so; most of his
ministry as a brother brought him to
Kenya where he continues to build a
wonderful school community for the
people of El Doret. Ms. O’Neill ’00,
SMCHS Campus Minister who had been
in contact with Br. Paul, shared, “He
welcomed us all to visit with him in
Africa but warned us it is a totally
different life. His students do not even
know what ice cream tastes like! He is
such an inspiration to us all to continue to
give to those most in need.”
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Prayers and Passings
Please keep the following members of the Mariner Community in your prayers:
PASSINGS
Maryfrancis St. Peter Avitabile ’41 died on April 20, 2010, in
Lompoc, CA. She was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and
great-grandmother. Mary graduated from St. Monica Catholic
High School and attended UCLA. She married her childhood
sweetheart, Bill Avitabile ‘41, on July 9, 1945. They moved to
Santa Barbara, CA, in 1954 where they lived and raised their
seven children. In 1985, Bill and Mary moved to Lompoc, CA.
While living in Santa Barbara, Mary was an active participant in
San Roque Parish, San Roque School and Bishop Diego High
School. She was a Girl Scout leader and a member of the
Catholic Daughters of America where she served as Grand
Regent. Mary was preceded in death by her husband, Bill, and
is survived by seven children, 20 grandchildren, and 5 greatgrandchildren.

from SMCHS, finishing her education at the University of
California, Santa Barbara. Mary Lou and her husband Don
were active in planning the Class of ’50’s 50th reunion ten
years ago. Mary Lou was predeceased by Don and is survived
by Stacy, Susan, Serena, Stephen, and their families.
Larry Sandretto ’52 passed away on September 1, 2009.
Leah Ouellette McGinley ’55 died on August 21, 2010 after a
long illness. She is survived by her husband of 46 years, John,
her daughter Shannon, son Sean, and two grandchildren.
Michael M. Murphy ’60 passed away on
October 28, 2010. Michael is survived by his
wife Linda, two sons, one daughter, and seven
grandchildren. He is also survived by his
sisters, Sr. Mary Augustine Murphy ’61 and
Ann Murphy Patrick ’63.

Josephine Strongis Emerson ’42 passed away on June 2, 2010.
Tom Roach ’43 passed away on September 8,
2010. After graduation from St. Monica, Tom
served in the Navy during WWII, teaching
swimming and sea survival to recruits at the
San Diego Naval Training Center and
graduating from Notre Dame Midshipman
School. During the war he attended Baldwin
Wallace College in Berea, Ohio where he met his wife, Doris.
Tom and Doris raised 10 children in Redondo Beach. Tom was
very active in St. Lawrence Church. He co-founded the Palos
Verdes Pop Warner football program and was the “Voice of the
Knights” for twenty years, announcing Bishop Montgomery
football and basketball games. Tom is survived by his wife of
63 years, three daughters, six sons, nineteen grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his
youngest son, Bob.
Russell Sands ’43 died on August 25, 2010.
Camille Guercio Madsen ’46 passed away on May 12, 2010 in
her home in Redondo Beach. Camille was a third generation
Santa Monica resident. She is survived by her sister Sally
Abchol, sons Carl, John, and Paul, daughter Melanie, and eight
grandchildren.
Gertrude Ottman Clarke ’48 and mother of SMCHS
Maintenance Coordinator, Daniel Clarke, passed away on
November 21, 2009.

John Alvarez ’63 passed away on August 29, 2010. John
worked at UCLA, running the chemistry machine shop for
thirty years. After retirement he worked at St. Monica for five
years in maintenance and landscaping. John and his wife Mary
had eight children, five who attended St. Monica: Jessie ‘93,
Edgar ‘94, Judy ‘95, Elizabeth ‘97, and Doreen ’98. Mary
Alvarez also worked at St. Monica for ten years in the snack
bar. Services were held at Holy Cross Cemetery in Culver City.
CHP Officer Philip Dennis Ortiz ’79 died on
June 22, 2010 after succumbing to injuries
incurred while conducting an enforcement
stop on the northbound I-405 freeway.
Cardinal Roger Mahoney celebrated the Mass
of Christian Burial at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of the Angels, which was attended by
hundreds of law enforcement officers along with family and
friends. Ortiz, a veteran with the CHP for 28 years, had been
assigned to the West L.A. office for more than two decades.
Fellow officers who spoke during the mass said he truly loved
being a motorcycle officer serving the public. Philip is
survived by his wife Jessica Munoz Ortiz ’79, his parents, and
sister. Internment was at Holy Cross Cemetery.
Carol Wojcio Arsenault ’79 passed away in July, 2010. Carol
is survived by her husband Ron.
Antonio “Tony” Zazueta ’83 passed away on July 19, 2010.

Ann McEntee McGuirk '49 passed away at her home in Santa
Monica on June 13, 2010. She had been in attendance at the
60th class reunion held this past January. Ann is survived by
her sisters: Marjorie, Holy Name Academy ‘37, Rita ’41,
Pauline ‘44, Henrietta ‘46, Rose ‘51, and Carole ‘55. She is
also survived by her children Donna ‘68, Kathleen ‘70, Theresa
‘71, Patty ‘74 and Jim ‘76. Her son Dennis ‘73 preceded her in
death.

Please keep the following Mariners in your prayers whose
passings have not been previously noted in the Ancient Mariner:

Mary Lou Vander Sherwin ’50 passed away in March, 2010.
Mary Lou started with the class in the 2nd grade and graduated
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Richard Mueller ‘51

Michael McShane ’64

Robin Robin ’52

Ruben Macias ‘65

Michael Jessick ‘52

Richard Elkins ’66

Jeanette Dodt Taylor ’55 Tom Marshall ’71
Jerry Svoboda ‘61

Leo Ortega ‘77

Tom McCormick ‘61

Sean Commerford ‘80
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FORMER FACULTY
Mr. Jim Dela Torre, who taught at St.
Monica Catholic High School for twentyeight years before his retirement in 2003,
passed away on Sunday, September 26,
2010 at the age of 67 after a battle with
cancer. “Mr. D”, as he was known to the
students, served St. Monica in many
different capacities. He coached football
and baseball and served as Dean of Pupil
Personnel Services. He was Administrator of Athletics and
President of the Santa Fe League Athletic Directors. In 1980,
Mr. D started the marine biology course with the zoology
course created later in the 80’s, both favorites with SMCHS
students. He organized proms, worked with the booster club,
and was a favorite among alumni in his role as Alumni Director.
Jim Dela Torre was inducted into the Distinguished Mariner
Hall of Fame in 2003 and his legacy of Mariner Spirit will live
on. He is survived by his wife, Diane. The viewing and funeral
mass were held at St. Dominic Savio in Bellflower.
Sister Mary Paul Gerard Gustafson died at the Convent of
the Holy Names, in Los Gatos on September 24, 2010 at the age
of 84. She was a vowed member of the Sisters of the Holy
Names of Jesus and Mary for 60 years. Sister Mary Paul
Gerard had a long and rich ministry as an educator, teaching at
St. Monica in the late 1950’s. In her “retirement”, she
continued educating as a volunteer at the Next Step Learning
Center in Oakland.
Norm Lacy, who coached St. Monica to a CIF
Southern Section championship, died on May
29, 2010 at the age of 56. Coach Lacy was the
head coach at St. Monica from 1991 to 1999
with an overall record of 52-47-2. Under
Coach Lacy’s guidance, sixteen studentathletes garnered All-CIF honors and twenty-one players went
on to play at four-year universities or colleges. The Mariners
were league champions in 1992, 1993, and 1998 and were in the
CIF semifinals in 1996 and in the CIF finals in 1997. The
highlight of Lacy’s nine seasons as head coach at St. Monica
was the 1998 CIF Football Championship. He will be
remembered for his great personal impact on players, families,
and colleagues. Coach Lacy served as Athletic Director at
Samohi until his death. He is survived by his wife Pati,
daughters Jillian and Kara, father Norman Lacy Sr., brothers,
Steve and Mike Lacy, and sister, Charlotte Lacy Jacobs. The
funeral mass was held at St. Monica Catholic Church.
Mr. Jeff Valentine, a teacher at St.
Monica from 1996 to 2006, passed away
on Sunday, October 31, 2010.
While many students will remember Mr.
Valentine as a chemistry teacher, he may
be best remembered as the moderator of
the St. Monica Catholic High School Key Club. The Key Club
served many different charities, however, the one most students
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recall were the weekly meals prepared and later served at the
Salvation Army Shelter (Samoshel). Over the years, hundreds
of St. Monica students performed their service hours under the
guidance of Mr. Valentine. Before long students were
mastering cheese sauces from scratch and could sauté onions to
perfection! More importantly, the students were equally as
effective as they served the meals at Samoshel. Upon
retirement, it came as no surprise to anyone that Mr. Valentine
had written a cookbook entitled An Irreverent Guide to Basic
Cooking Techniques! To celebrate his life, a “Gathering of
Family and Friends” was held on November 14th.
Please remember the following alumni, students, and friends
of St. Monica who have lost loved ones:
Therese Charkut, SMCHS Director of Admissions, who lost her
father, Walter Charkut, on October 29, 2010.
Steve ’80 and Jeff ’82 Dragovich, whose mother, Marliss
Drogovich, passed away in October, 2010.
The Flanigan family, whose mother, Patsy Ruth Flanigan,
passed away suddenly on December 13th, 2009. Teresa
Flanigan-Jones ’83 writes, “Our mother was active as a
volunteer when I attended the school.” She is also survived by
her daughters, Cathie Flanigan ‘72, Eileen Flanigan ‘75, and
Monica Flanigan Heeren ‘77.
Paula Hansen, SMCHS registrar, whose mother, Ruth White,
passed away on September 25, 2010.
Crystal LeBouf Baker ’00 and Matthew LeBouf ’04, whose
grandfather, Charles Marcellus, passed away on July 31, 2010.
The McCaffrey Family, who lost their husband and father,
Allan McCaffrey, on October 4, 2010. He is survived by his
wife Darlene (Dolly) and St. Monica Alumni: Patty Nowatnick
’72, Rose-Marie Gamboa ’73, Kevin McCaffrey ’74, Michelle
McCaffrey ’76. He was predeceased by his daughter, Sharon
McCaffrey ’78.
The family of Virginia McShane, who died in Santa Monica
on February 23, 2010. An active and devoted contributor to St
Monica's parish for many years, Virginia served as the librarian
at St Monica Catholic High School for many years.
Predeceased by her husband, Charles McShane, and eldest son
Michael McShane ’64, Virginia is survived her sons Tim ’66
and Matt ’72.
Mike Mottola, St. Monica Catholic Community parish
administrator, and his son Travis, who lost their wife and
mother, Mary Trudeau-Mottola on April 18, 2010 and their
mother and grandmother, June Mottola, in October, 2010.
The family of Anna Talunas, who passed away April 15, 2008.
She was survived by her husband, William, son, William,
daughters Joy ’66, Maurine ’70, and Christine ’70. She was
predeceased by her daughter Annamarie ’63.
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Now is the time to begin thinking about next year's
student educational field trips. We will be offering
another trip to Costa Rica (6 days) over Easter break 2012
and a trip to Yellowstone National Park (5 days) over the
Martin Luther King 2012 weekend.
Both trips will have a science-based emphasis.
Please contact Mr. Wengeler at
wwengeler@stmonicahs.net for additional information.

Upcoming Events
Alumni Association Meetings

St. Monica Golf Tournament

Wednesday, April 20, 2011
Wednesday, June 22, 2011
Join us for the 2011 Alumni Association Meetings
at 6:30pm. All meetings will take place in the
new advancement boardroom in the high school
west wing (from the parking lot, first room
directly north of the auditorium).

Monday, April 11, 2011
Malibu Country Club
Contact Vicky Landin at ext. 1303 to be part of this
event!

SMASH
Saturday, May 14, 2011

Meal to Mentor a Mariner

St. Monica Academic and Spiritual Heritage Dinner
and Auction supporting the St. Monica schools
scholarship endowment.
Contact Vicky Landin at ext. 1303 for silent auction
donations or ticket information.

Tuesday, January 25, 2011
See page 5 for more information.

Kairos
Kairos XXXIV: February 22 – 25, 2011
Contact Ms. Rita Morgan at ext. 1425 for more
information.

Athletics
Check out all Mariner athletic events at the SMCHS
website: www.stmonicahs.org.

Performing Arts
“Wizard of Oz”
April 1 – 2, 2011
April 8 – 9, 2011
Enjoy this wonderful classic based on the works
of L. Frank Baum. See the school website for
specific showtimes.
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Are you on our email list?
Email us at
alumni@stmonicahs.net
to be connected.
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