n
co
ct
e
n
|

BeN.25

Benjamin District 25 publishes BEN.25 Connect for parents and residents.

T

Dear Friends,

H

ave you noticed the current attention our media
has placed on public education? The focus on education is associated with the public looking for solutions to address the weak economy, jobs being lost to
other countries, an emerging global marketplace,
and the comparison of American students to their
international counterparts.
In less than one year, there have been at least
eight documentaries released that analyze the
issues of educating our nation’s children. In addition, NBC recently aired an Education Summit—a
two-day series that included political, business, and
media leaders discussing ways to improve America’s
schools. The most publicized documentary, Waiting
for Superman, proposes an over-simplistic solution
emphasizing charter schools. In reality, most (46
percent) of public and charter schools perform at
the same level according to research by Stanford
University’s Center for Research on Education
Outcomes. Only 17 percent of charter schools were
found to outperform traditional public schools while
37 percent of the charter schools performed below
public schools.
Regardless of the films’ uncomfortable (and
sometimes one-sided) messages, I believe there is an
opportunity for our school district to examine its
outcomes and to strive for continuous improvement.
The newly developed Benjamin District 25 Scorecard
Report provides indicators and related targets for us
to measure our progress. Based on the results, we
celebrate accomplishments and identify needed
improvements for our three district-wide goals:
improving student achievement, increasing communication between the school district and stakeholders, and ensuring organizational efficiency and

fiscal stability. The 2009-2010
Scorecard Report is included
in this newsletter for you to
Philip Ehrhardt, Ed. D.
review. I welcome your feedSuperintendent
back regarding the report.
Bullying behavior is not a new issue in American
schools, but it appears to have significantly
increased over the past few years. Reports based on
student surveys reveal that 30-80 percent of students
have personally experienced peer victimization or
commonly referred to as bullying behavior. This
intentional harmful behavior can be directed to the
victim either directly or indirectly. The fastest
growing form of bullying is cyber-bullying which is
practiced through the use of technology.
Our school district’s board of education and staff
strongly believe that all students must feel safe and
secure in order to be successful learners. We have
put in place preventative and intervention measures
to address bullying behaviors. These measures are
found on our website, and sample measures include
the following:
Throughout our Benjamin District 25 schools:
» CHARACTER COUNTS! recognition efforts include a Make Our
Mark wall at Evergreen Elementary School and Red Slips at
Benjamin Middle School. Students receive written notices at
both schools from staff members when they are observed
doing something positive for a peer, a teacher or the school.
They exchange these notices for prizes including pencils, pens,
folders, stickers, or coupons.
» Cyber-bullying presentations by learning media center
(library) staff. Students are taught appropriate, acceptable
Internet use skills and how to deal with cyber-bullying and
harassment.

At Evergreen Elementary School:
» 3rd-4th grade conflict management program. A select
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group of students is trained to help other students resolve
conflicts on the playground during lunch recess.
» Character education assemblies. These powerful presentations promote positive choices, a healthy self-image and
treating others with respect. Click on the following link for
information on our October, 2010 “Anti-Bully” assembly and
additional resources.
http://academicentertainment.com/sites/default/files/AntiBul
lyFactsFunDataSheet_0.pdf
At Benjamin Middle School:
» Alert locker. Students are able to turn in an anonymous,
written report about events or behaviors that concern them at
this locker located in the 5th grade hallway. Reports are read
by staff and appropriate actions are taken.
» 5th grade anti-bullying curriculum. Students learn how
bullying impacts their lives and how to confront bullying.
» 6th grade Chicken Soup books’ activities—a series of
six 30-40 minute anti-bullying activities. Students learn
how bullying impacts their lives and how to confront bullying.
» Multi-media presentations (in conjunction with Red
Ribbon Week). These powerful presentations use clips from
popular music, movies and TV to reinforce true life stories
where positive choices and decisions are of critical importance.
» Grade peer mediators. A select group of students is trained to
help other students resolve their conflicts. This group also helps
plan Character Education Week and school service projects.
Finally, we look forward to seeing what actions
the new legislature will take to address the state’s
reportedly $14 billion deficit. The recent independent auditor’s report indicated that Benjamin
School District 25 continues to spend less than the
revenue received. Cost-saving and revenue-enhancement measures will expand due to our ongoing quest
to improve efficiencies. A complete listing of these
measures may be found on our website at
www.bendist25.org.
We will continue to use sound fiscal practices to
ensure a stable financial budget as the taxpayers
and the school district deal with these tough
economic times.
Sincerely,
Philip M. Ehrhardt, Ed.D.
SU PER INT ENDENT

Top Reading,
Math Scores In
DuPage County
3rd Grade Reading

% Meets/Exceeds

Butler District 53

100

Winfield District 34

97.3

Benjamin District 25

96.7

Bloomingdale District 13

93.8

Itasca District 10

91.3

The SmartBoard interactive
whiteboard helps students
visualize numeric challenges
and solutions in a Benjamin
Middle School math class.

3rd Grade Math

100

Winfield District 34

100

Benjamin District 25

100

Naperville District 203

95.6

Wheaton District 200

95.6

98.4

Lisle District 202

97.4

Benjamin District 25

97.2

Naperville District 203

96.4

8th Grade Math

T

he test measures individual student achievement relative to the Illinois Learning Standards,
with results providing parents, teachers and school
administrators one measurement of student
learning and school performance.
“These scores validate the fact that our
students’ hard work and parental support are paying
off,” states Joe Salmieri, principal, Benjamin Middle

School. “We continue to strive for a high quality
education by evaluating our curriculum and making
adjustments to meet the needs of all students.”
Jean Peterson, principal, Evergreen Elementary School, agrees. “Our test scores reflect the
commitment students, parents and teachers have
to working together to be successful.”

%Meets/Exceeds

Butler District 53

Roselle District 12

Benjamin District 25 students placed at the top of the class and among the DuPage County
leaders in reading and math on recent the Illinois Standards Achievement Tests (ISAT).

% Meets/Exceeds

Butler District 53

8th Grade Reading

ISAT Scores Place Benjamin Students At
Top Of The Class & Among County Leaders

Evergreen Elementary School second graders
extend their learning at the Field Museum.

Fifth grade students read using one of the five
reading skills during an Exploratory class.

96

% Meets/Exceeds

Butler District 53

98.4

Benjamin District 25

97.2

Wood Dale District 7

95.5

Naperville District 203

95.4

Lisle District 202

94.7

Source: Illinois State Board of Education
Reported in The Daily Herald
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Sixth grade students journal and share
thoughts on the novel Belle Prater’s Boy during
their integrated language arts and reading (ILAR) class.
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Benjamin District 25 publishes BEN.25 Connect for parents and residents.

District Scorecard Report

Making The
Grade On School
Report Cards

The annual Scorecard Report is used to measure and report the indicators’ results for each of the
district’s three goals. A targeted outcome and actual outcome are shown for each indicator. See
our website at www.bendist25.org for color coded outcome status.

The 2010 detailed School Report Cards
for both Benjamin Middle School and
Evergreen Elementary School as well as
Benjamin District 25 are available for
viewing on the district’s website at
www.bendist25.org.
Highlights include:
Evergreen Elementary School enrollment:
433 students in grades PK, K, 1, 2, 3 & 4
Benjamin Middle School enrollment:
389 students in grades, 5, 6, 7 & 8
Evergreen Elementary School making
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)?
Yes
Benjamin Middle School making
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)?

Yes

District making Adequate
Yearly Progress (AYP)?

Yes

Evergreen

Benjamin District

Attendance
rate

96.3%

95.8%

96%

Low-income
students

4.5%

4.6%

4.6%

Limited English
proficiency
5.9%

1.8%

3.9%

% teachers not
highly qualified 0%

0%

0%

Average teacher
experience

14.3 years

Teachers with
advanced degrees
Average teacher salary

T

$69,646

Average administrator salary

$131,431

Revenue from property taxes

81.4%

Instructional spending
per pupil

$6,877

Operating spending per pupil

Benjamin District 25 publishes BEN.25 Connect for parents and residents.

68%

$12,398
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MarkYour

Calendars!

ndar dates may
Additional cale
district website
be found on the
5.org.
at www.bendist2

January 10
Board of Education meeting
7 p.m. Admin. Board Room
January 14
Institute Day, no student attendance
January 16-22
Character Education Week

January 17
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
no school
January 19
Early Dismissal
(1:45 p.m. Benjamin, 2 p.m. preschool,
2:15 p.m. Evergreen grades K-4)
February 11
Trivia Night Sponsored by the
Benjamin Foundation for Educational
Excellence, 6:30 p.m., Benjamin
Middle School
February 14
Board of Education meeting
7 p.m., Admin. Board Room
February 16
Early Dismissal
(1:45 p.m. Benjamin, 2 p.m. preschool,
2:15 p.m. Evergreen grades K-4)

Make The
Communication
Connection!

BeN.25

B

uilding and maintaining open lines of
communication with members of our Benjamin
District 25 family are key ingredients to making
a difference in the lives of the children we serve.
A variety of communication methods are available to share a compliment, address a question
or communicate a concern to the superintendent. They include:
Written: Send written communication to the
Administration Service Center, 28W250 St.
Charles Road, West Chicago, IL 60185.
Phone: Call 630-876-7800 to speak with Dr.
Ehrhardt, or leave a voice mail message.
E-Mail: Use the address:
pehrhardt@bendist25.org.

State Funding of Schools

in the GSA funding formula is the
foundation level which is estabTo what degree does Illinois fund grades K-12 education costs?
lished by the State Board of Education. The foundation level is the
he portion of revenue the state provides varies
theoretical
cost
of
educating one student. One of the
significantly from district to district. For the 2010problems
with
the
foundation level is that it is the
2011 school year, the foundation level is $6,119 per
same throughout the state. No consideration is given
student; however, Benjamin District 25 will only
to the significantly higher cost of living in suburban
receive $363.46 per student, for a total of $284,735!
Chicagoland as compared to rural down-state areas’
In total, the state funds about 7.5 percent of
costs of living. Because the foundation level amount
our district’s revenue. Of the total provided by the
is widely publicized, many people think this is what
state, approximately 4.7 percent is categorical aid,
each school district receives from the state.
which is restricted to specific programs such as
In addition to the foundation level, the equaltransportation and special education. In no case
ized assessed value (EAV) of each district is a major
does the funding come close to covering the actual
factor in calculating the amount of state funding for
program costs. The remaining 2.8 percent of state
the individual district. The higher the district’s
funding is General State Aid (GSA) which can be
EAV per student, the lower the amount of GSA
used to fund almost
funding will be provided. In this way, the state
any educationalshifts the financial burden to local property taxes.
related cost.
A key element

T

Benjamin District 25’s Ben.25 Connect community newsletter
was recognized this fall with a top Award of Excellence by the Illinois Chapter
of the National School Public Relations Association.

Board of Education:
Janice Bedard, President

Please note that because
Benjamin District 25 mails its publications by postal
route, some individuals who do not live within
Benjamin District 25 may receive this mailing.

Cyndy Ciolino, Vice President
John P. Conlon, Secretary
Jack Buscemi
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March 14
Board of Education meeting
7 p.m. Admin. Board Room
March 16
Early Dismissal
(1:45 p.m. Benjamin, 2 p.m. preschool,
2:15 p.m. Evergreen grades K-4)
March 24
Red, White & Beautiful
6 p.m., Benjamin Middle School
March 28 - April 1
Spring Break
April 11
Board of Education meeting
7 p.m. Admin. Board Room

Finance 101

Fax: Use the Benjamin District 25 fax line
at 630-876-3325 to send your comments
to Dr. Ehrhardt.

ECRWSS
POSTAL
CUSTOMER

February 18 & 19
Music Man theater production
Benjamin Middle School
February 21
President’s Day, no school
February 24
Family reading night
Evergreen Elementary School
February 25
County-wide Institute Day
no student attendance
March 3
Kindergarten roundup, 4-6 p.m.,
Evergreen Elementary School
March 11
Benjamin-Evergreen PTA Fun
Fair, Benjamin Middle School

Dr. Philip M. Ehrhardt
Superintendent
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