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UME ROBOTICS’ SCHOLARS EXEMPLIFY

PERSEVERANCE
UME Prep's FIRST Tech Challenge Team, The Prototypes, competed several weeks ago at the Regional Qualifier in Nolan, and ended up placing last. The team evaluated their efforts, revisited their strategy, and worked
hard to end up placing FIRST in the Regional Qualifier this past week! We are so proud of these scholars for
their teamwork, confidence, and exemplifying perseverance! Way to go, Prototypes!
“It was a very humbling experience to go from last to
first. We learned you cannot take anything for granted.
We saw that we had the better robot and that gave us
confidence, but that became our downfall. We then focused on one task as a time and that worked so much
better.” – 10th Grader
“It was nice to overcome what we did wrong. We are
going to keep trying our best as we head into Regionals.
Our coaches have helped us create synergy. They are
very smart and very cool, and we are happy they volunteered to help us.” - 9th Grader
“During the competition, we have a drive team who does
the driving, there is a reconnaissance team that scouts
out the other teams to
see what they can do and
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
advantages and disadvantages of their approaches. We have a backup team
First Lego League Teams…………2
that makes sure they know where everything is (tools, motors, hardware, etc.)
March and April Events…………..3
One of the favorite things about my team is the fellowship.” – 10th Grader
Parent University……………………3
Congratulations again, Prototypes!

Golf Tournament…………………….3

Other Robotics Accomplishments:
 UME Prep hosted five open seminars (17 instructional hours total) for
coaches and team members (repeatedly exceeding 100 in attendance).
Thank you, Robotics Volunteers!
 UME Prep hosted the FLL® Regional Qualifier on December 12th with 31
teams in attendance. UME Prep was the most requested host sight and
one of the most complemented host sites thanks to the hard work of UME
Prep’s Jim Brodnick and Sally Hansen, Perot Museum’s Kristi Cantu, and
the many volunteers and Lockheed Martin Engineers who made this a
huge success!
Educating Children, Strengthening Families, Changing Lives.
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Team #653: 2nd Champion Award, 2nd Robot
Performance Award at Regional Qualifier
advanced to Regional Championship. Finished
36th at Regional Championship.

Team #655 4th Robot performance at
Regional Qualifier, advanced to
Second Round Qualifier.

Team #654: 2nd Champion Award, 2nd Robot Performance
Award at Regional Qualifier, advanced to Regional
Championship. Worked with UME Administration to
conduct a school-wide water bottle contest. Finished 55th
at Regional Championship.
ULTIMATE MECHANICAL EGGHEADS

Team #15528: Champion Award, 1st Robot
Performance Award at Regional Qualifier,
advanced to Regional Championship.
Finished 25th at Regional Championship.
Presented a Composting Project to
Grand Prairie Mayor Ron Jensen.
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UPCOMING MARCH AND APRIL EVENTS
March Dates:
1
PAC Meeting, 12-1:50pm
2
UNT College Visit, All Day for Juniors
3
Chic-Fil-A Night, Carrier Location
4
Ring of Honor Presentation, 8:25am
5
Parent University, Student Activities & Picnic
10-11 MidTerms
11
9th-11th Game Night hosted by SGA, 6pm
14-18 Spring Break
21-25 Cheerleading Tryouts This Week
22
Board Meeting, 6pm
24
EAGLES Servant Leadership Series, 2:15-3:30pm
24
Spring Creek BBQ Family Night, 5-9pm
25
Good Friday / Bad Weather Make Up Day
29-31 STAAR Testing
Karate: Mar. 1, 3, 8, 10, 15, 17, 22, 24, 29, 31; Apr. 5, 7, 12,
14, 19, 21, 26, 28
Robotics Club: Mar. 4, 11 (2-4pm), Apr. 1, 8, 22
6th Grade Guitar Lessons: Mar. 3, 10, 24; Apr. 7, 21

April Dates:
1
Dad’s Club, Cafeteria 7:25 am
1
Golf Tournament Fundraiser at Tangle Ridge
5
PAC Meeting, 6:30-8:30pm
7
Townhall Meeting (Grades K-6), 6-7:15pm
8
Ring of Honor Presentation, 8:25am
9
Family Service Project
15
Junior/Senior Prom (10th/11th Grade this year)
19
Board Meeting, 6pm
21
Parent Snack & Chat, 8:30am
21
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon, 12:30-2pm
21
One Act Performance, 7-8:30pm
23
Robotics Year End Banquet, 5-7pm
26
PAC Meeting, 6:30-8:30pm
28
Townhall Meeting (Grades 7-11), 6-7:15pm
28
Pride of Texas Festival, 5th &6th Grade Choir &
D.R.U.M. Line
29
7th - 8th Grade Music Perf./Talent Show, 6:30pm

Saturday, March 5
(8:45am-1:15)
FREE FOOD, K-6th CHILDCARE, PRIZES & GIVEAWAYS,
BOUNCE HOUSE &
CHILDREN’S WORKSHOP
PICNIC from 12:15-1:15pm

Friday, April 1
12:30pm Registration , 1:30pm Golf Tournament
5:30pm Auction/Dinner/Ceremony

Session Topics Include:
Academic Strategies by UME Faculty, Preparation for College, and topics related to families, marriage, social media, and more
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Please contact Brance Barker for Sponsorship,
Tournament Play, and Volunteering Opportunities at brance.barker@umeprep.org!

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

Kim Sanford
Director of Special Education
-interview by Lindsay Daugherty and Gavin Ingram

Some Reasons
Why We Love
Mrs. Sanford!

Tell us about your family.
I have been married for 31 years to my husband
Roger Sanford. We have two daughters, the oldest one, Katie, is a doctor. She’s in her second
year of residency at Dell Children’s Hospital in
Austin. She wants to be a pediatrician. Our second daughter is Ashley, she’s a speech
pathologist and she’s getting married in September. We have a little dog whose name
is Kinzie and she’s named for Ian Kinsler from the Rangers. We got her when the
Rangers were in the World Series.

Quotes compiled by
Grace Jeffries, 11th Grade

What are some hobbies or interests that you have outside of school?
My family follows high school and college sports. And of course we follow the local
teams like the Cowboys, Rangers, and Mavericks. We enjoy that. We are also involved in groups at church. I’m on the school board of our Church preschool. Probably my favorite thing: I’m still best friends with about 10 girlfriends from high school
and we get together once a month and go out to dinner. We love and enjoy each other. It’s been a real blessing because I graduated high school in 1974 so I’ve been
friends with these girls for well over 40 years. I’ve known a couple of these girls my
whole life. One of the girls was my next door neighbor growing up so we don’t even
go a day without each other, so it’s pretty cool. We usually travel a couple of times a
year. We’ve supported each other through all kinds of stuff. Both of my daughters
went to Texas A&M so I’m still involved in a Southwest Dallas County Aggie Moms
Club. I teach part time at Dallas Baptist University where I teach a graduate class to
other people wanting to become educational diagnosticians. I didn’t go to school at
DBU, but I got asked to teach there and it’s been a real blessing, so that keeps me
busy.

"Having known Mrs. Sanford for well over 20 years,
she is the most professional,
ethical and caring person I
know." -Mrs. Lau

How did you become a teacher?
I have a sister who is disabled and I just always wanted to make things better for her.
When we were little, things weren’t like they are today. She didn’t get to go to the
same school that my brother and I went to, she had to do different things. Nowadays
the world is a much better place when it comes to being compassionate to people
with disabilities. I just always knew I wanted to help make things better for struggling learners, so I became a special ed teacher. I really only taught for four years and
I became a diagnostician. In 1981, I became an educational diagnostician so I wasn’t
in a classroom anymore. I work with students and families to do their testing and
help to develop their plans to help them be successful.
How long have you been at UME?
This is my second year.
Do you have a role model?
It was probably my mother. We lost her in 2009 so you’d think you’d get over stuff
like that, but losing your mother is hard--even when you’re a grown up. My mother
was really strong and she was confident. She owned a daycare center and took care of
a family. She seemed to always know so much; she always gave us great guidance. I
could not have done any stage of my life without her being a part of it. It’s hard being
a grown up without her.
Do you have any hidden talents?
Oh no. I really don’t. I love to decorate, but I’m not that great at it. I love to find different kinds of things that make me feel good and put them together. I don’t sing, but
when I was in junior high and high school, I was on the drill team so I used to be able
to dance; that was a long time ago though.

"She is a very helpful teacher and a good role model
for students who are struggling with their work."
- Gavin Ingram, 11th Grade

"She's always sweet and
smiling, and helpful to
everyone who asks. She
always has time for the
students as well."
-Mrs. Ratzlaff
“She works hard and is
always most interested in
what is best for our
scholars!” - Mrs. Bock

Upcoming
Birthdays
March:
Miss Ursula Hicks (4)
Mrs. Celeste Pulis (22)
Ms. Margarette Hodge (26)
April:
Mrs. Jessica Lundberg (2)
Mr. James Foster (5)
Mrs. Claudia Gorman (9)
Mr. Ward Griffin (14)
Mrs. Regina Pingel (15)
Mrs. Rachael Stanford (22)
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Team #15528: The Legomasters presented their Composting Project to Grand
Prairie Mayor, Ron Jensen. Mayor Jensen
was so excited by their project, he asked
them to return later this year to present to
the entire City Council. Thank you,
Mayor Jensen, for your time with our scholars.
Great job LEGOMASTERS!
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Amazon Smile: Wanna put a smile on
UME’s face? Next time you’re ready to
make a purchase on Amazon, drop those
w’s for a smile by logging in through
smile.amazon.com and selecting UMEP
as your charity of choice. Everything
else is the same (log-in information and
all!), the only difference is Amazon puts
a smile on UME’s face with a portion of
the sale!

Did you know you
can support UME
Prep by donating
your vehicle
through www.charitymotors.org?
UME Prep receives 50% of the sale
price of your vehicle. Contact
christina.bock@umeprep.org for more
information!

from the
by Tim Foxsmith

Chick Fil-A Night: Wanna Fil-A nother need?

Chick
this out: On Thursday, March 3rd, a portion of your purchases at the Carrier Towne Crossing Chick Fil-A (3970 S Carrier
Pkwy, Grand Prairie, TX 75052) goes to UME! Mmm…Can’t you
just taste those waffle fries and cinnamon clusters already??

Parent University: You’ve heard the talk about it!
You’ve seen the announcements sent out! Now, it’s time to see
what it’s all about for yourself on Saturday, March 5th
8:15am-1:15pm at UME!! This year’s Parent University is set to
be the biggest one yet with a full slate of faculty and parent led
workshops and we look forward to seeing each of you there!!!
Keep an eye out as more announcements are sent out! Interested in helping? We’re in need of volunteers for
this event as well! Please RSVP for Parent University if you plan to attend. Please Sign Up to Volunteer if you
would like to do so. Look forward to seeing you there!

Spring Townhall Meetings:

Townhall meetings are scheduled for Thursday, April 7th, 6:00-

7:15 for Kinder through 5th grades and Thursday, April 28th, 6:00-7:15 for 6th through 11th grades. Be on
the lookout for an email, or log onto the website, to submit your questions for the Administration. This is your
opportunity to hear directly from the Administrative team and to let your voice be heard. Questions/topics
must be submitted prior to the Townhall meeting. We look forward to seeing you there!

PAC Applications for 2016-2017: Your School Needs You!

Our PAC, Parent Affairs Committee,

will be accepting applications for next year's Leadership Team from March 7-25. If you are a current parent
volunteer or have considered taking on a role with a little more responsibility, please apply. The applications
will be available on the website. Whatever your interest, there is a place for you. If you enjoy planning a party,
helping with testing, fundraising, encouraging other parents, or organizing events, your unique skills can help
others! This is a great opportunity to serve our school, staff, other parents, and ultimately our scholars.

Valentine’s Day Parties: Thank you to all
of the parents who volunteered for the various grade
level Valentine parties! It was lovely to see all that the
parents put together and volunteered to do for our
children!

Daddy/Daughter and Mother/Son
events: It was also awesome to see so many parents
spending time with their children at ITZ!! ITZ memories like these that ITZ all about!!
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BIG WIN FOR UME PREPARATORY ACADEMY!

PRESERVING UME’S UNIQUE MODEL
HB2610: IMPACT ON INSTRUCTIONAL MINUTES
One of the primary reasons why families come to UME Prep is for its unique approach to education. The University Method of Education (UME) emphasizes a reduced instructional day and the school-family partnership
so that parents can be more involved in their child’s lives. In this sense, we are a square peg, that does not always fit into the round holes that traditional districts fit into. Due to UME’s innovative nature, we occasionally
encounter situations and roadblocks that we must overcome.
Many of you may have noticed the effect of HB2610 on nearby school districts. This past Fall, many school districts had to lengthen their day to meet the equivalent of seven hours a day for 180 days equaling 75,600
minutes of instruction in order to receive full funding. Some of you asked if this impacted UME Prep. At that
time, our legal counsel and the incredible team at the Texas Charter School Association (TCSA) had shown us
the law that noted how it did not apply to charter schools. However, we later learned that since this legislation
was tied to funding, that it unintentionally affected us—as a 28% loss in revenue! By working closely with TEA
and the TCSA, we were quickly able to get a waiver for this year. HB2610 substantially affected only five districts in the State of which we were one.
Mr. Spurlock and Dr. Barker worked closely with legal counsel, the Texas Charter School Association (TCSA),
the Texas Education Agency (TEA), and met with the Commissioner. TCSA reached out to the bill author and
senate co-sponsor as well as Lieutenant Governor Patrick’s Office and Governor Abbot’s Office, and many others. We are extremely appreciative of these various groups and for the work of Heather Mauze, Leah Martin,
Drue Ann Wise, new Commissioner Morath with the TEA, as well as Veronica Garcia and Lindsey Gordon at
TCSA, for their support and leadership in helping us be granted a waiver for next year until the legislative session meets again to address this issue.
Thank you, UME Prep Faculty, Staff, Parents, and Board Members for working together to develop the leading
school-family partnership program. Students succeed when parents are appropriately involved in their child's
education. We have something very special happening at UME Prep! As trailblazers, we encounter different
bumps in the road, but we are grateful for the UME community, and our special partners throughout the state
working hard on our behalf!

Time Under the Influence of the Parents
When Enrolled at UME Prep
Hours a Day
Hours a Week
Days a Year

Traditional Full-Time Schools
7
35
180

UME Prep Approach
5.3
26.7
170
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UPDATE ON UME PREP’S 2ND CAMPUS PLANNING
UME Preparatory Academy submitted an expansion amendment on February 1, 2016 to TEA requesting
permission to open a second campus. We are pleased to share that the plan is to begin an elementary
school (K-5) at the CFC campus in Duncanville, where we first opened our doors in 2012-2013.
While we were undergoing the second floor renovation at our current campus during our inaugural
year, Pastor Andrade and the incredible staff at CFC welcomed us into their building which was already set
up for school purposes. During that first year, UME Prep began a wonderful partnership with the CFC
campus, and since then, the Academy has continued to use its facilities for various school athletic needs.
Thanks to our UME Prep families continually spreading the word about the Academy, we have
more students on our waiting list for grades K-6, than we would be able to serve at this new location. Due
to the increasing interest from families in the community, UME Prep is in process of addressing this growing need. Although we submitted our expansion amendment on the first day that the application window
was open, it may not be until early April that we receive confirmation of approval.
Regardless, UME Prep has already been making preparations for when the approval comes. We
were excited to hear that UME Prep was designated 1 of 61 campuses eligible for the “Quality Campus” Expansion. This is due to having been academically and financially successful for the past three years, according to state requirements. This designation will support the amendment process.

What this means for our current families:
Admissions: If your children are already attending UME’s main campus or have children on the waiting

list, they will remain at UME Prep. If current or new families desire to apply for UME Prep’s second
campus, that application process will be handled separately and more information will be provided
once approval has been obtained. Our enrollment boundary, which currently includes 30 districts, will
remain the same.
Expanded Jr. High/High School: Ideally, our junior high and high school program will eventually be

expanded to provide more options. UME Prep desires to maintain a small school atmosphere, while
having the capacity to operate at four sections per grade level in middle school and high school in the
years to come.
Interested Families and Teachers: If you know of interested families or interested potential teachers,

please spread the word to be on the lookout for more information on our HR “Become a Team Member”
and Admissions pages of the UME website.
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Photo Credits, Elizabeth Overman, 8th Grader

Shrek: The Musical

Cabaret

Amazing talent. Artistry. Teamwork.
Seussical

The Music Man

You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown

Annie Get Your Gun
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Special thanks to our amazing theater director, Mrs. Kendra Cordero, for tying all of these wonderful musical pieces
into one outstanding show and night of entertainment.

Order your Yearbook by Monday, March 7!
"Something Bold, Something New"
For 2015-2016, our team of 11th grade staffers chose a theme that highlights new achievements and bold moves made by administrators, faculty, scholars, and families to foster a
unique and successful school community. Our
cover is attached to give you a glimpse of our
bold, new design.
New Chronological Coverage
We are covering events in the order that they
happen and organizing them on full-color pages. Expect monthly news briefs, in-depth faculty/scholar interviews, fun surveys, and activity coverage, in addition to individual portraits
and student life photos.
Purchase Includes a FREE Ticket to the Spring
Yearbook Signing Party!
Every future and prior purchase of the 2015-2016 yearbook includes 1 ticket into a
special yearbook signing party in the spring.

We had a great turnout for UME
Prep’s 9th-11th Grade EAGLES
Servant Leadership Series.
We appreciated
StrengthsFinders Coach,
Stephanie Ransom, for helping our
highschoolers explore their
strengths! Looking forward to
Thursday, March 24!

Thank you, parents & faculty, for donating
food items!

FREE SPIRIT DAYS FOR ATTENDANCE—MARCH
Free Spirit Days for Attendance: UME Prep scholars had a 96.43% attendance rate for the month of
February. When UME Prep students maintain a 97% or higher attendance rate in all grade levels for a four
week period, they will be allowed Free Spirit days for a week in March. Although we were very close, we did
not meet the 97% for free dress days during the month of February. However, UME scholars can still look
forward to Friday Spirit Wear days each Friday in March.
K- 11th
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Friday Spirit Wear Days
Students may wear jeans; any Academy approved uniform shirt or spirit wear. (9th-11th may additionally
wear college apparel)

Day(s)
Every
Friday in
March

CONGRATULATIONS, UME MUSIC SCHOLARS!
BY JOY LEE, MUSIC TEACHER

All-Region Choir: Five of our UME scholars who
made All-Region Choir performed on January 30 in Duncanville High school auditorium.
All five scholars were selected to join All-Region choir as
one of the top ten students in their zone. Out of 413 6th
graders who auditioned from all over the Dallas area, 82 were chosen for 6th grade AllRegion Honor Choir.

Mixed Choir: Out of 715 7th/8th graders who auditioned,
only 22 students were chosen for each part in the Mixed Choir which is the
top choir and have four parts: soprano, alto, tenor, and bass.

UIL State Contests: Three of our high school scholars who participated in the UIL Regional Solo and Ensemble Contests made UIL State Solo & Ensemble Contests that will be held on May 28, 2016 at Hendrickson
High School in Pflugerville ISD.
They prepared a solo piece (class 1 – the most difficult level) and sang from memory
before a judge and received a rating of first division which is the best rating and only
rating that allows scholars to make State. I am so proud of the scholars, their hard
work, and achievement, especially since this is their very first time singing a solo in a
music competition. Go Eagles!

UME Preparatory
Academy
3838 Spur 408
Dallas, Texas 75236
Phone: (214) 445-6243
Fax: (972) 709-7951
E-mail:
news@umeprep.org

UME Prep Mission Statement
UME Preparatory Academy exists to produce college- and work-ready graduates who have
a strong work ethic, firm grounding in core academic content, and major academic and vocational skills, and to offer parents, as their child’s first and best teachers, time and training
so that they will have enhanced opportunities to strengthen their families as they exercise
greater influence over the spiritual, intellectual, and emotional growth of their children.

UME Prep is developing the leading school-family partnership program
committed to producing character-driven, academically prepared, 21st century
student leaders. Thank you for partnering with us!
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