November 2014
Dates to Remember:
11/10/14: PTA Meeting (9:15am)
11/11/14: No School
11/17-21/14: Parent Conferences
11/20/14: Ed! Mom’s Night Out
11/24-28/14: Thanksgiving Break
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President’s Message
I want to start off by saying, THANK YOU! Thank you to
our Fall Festival Chairs, Laura Probst Pimentel and Laura
Jordan. Thank you to our Silent Auction Chairs, Jodee
Hulsebus and Paul Lanyi. Thank you to our 5th Grade
Representative, Heidi Weis and Kendall Katskee. And
lastly, thank you to the countless volunteers, for the
generous donations and for the support from our school
community. We had a hugely successful Fall Festival,
which directly correlates to money for our students and
our school. We are a team and nothing can get done
without the community coming together and help each
other be successful.
The PTA has had a great start to our school year with
many new and exciting programs. I love when my
daughter comes home and shouts with genuine
excitement that today was surprise Pop Up day.
Whether it be bubbles everywhere or music and
dancing, these Pop Up events bring a sense of wonder
and spontaneity that can sometimes be lost in the
structure of the school day. We will continue to partner
with the administration in making fun and spontaneity a
part of our school atmosphere.
Some really exciting things are happening at our PTA
Association meetings! At our October Association
meeting the board and PTA members approved that
Richmond Street School PTA will MATCH any donation
that is made to ED! by a Richmond Street School parent
up to $15,000. The donation can be made anytime
between July 1, 2014 and June 1, 2015. The money that
PTA donates will be used to support an ED! funded
program at Richmond Street School.
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Please support ED! in ANY amount. Our goal is to have every Richmond Street School family
supporting ED! with a donation. Click on the link to make a donation today!
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/ElSegundoEducationalFoundat/donate.html
Be sure to attend the meetings and make your voice be heard. It is your opportunity to shape
the goals of the PTA, share your opinions and be a part of the solution. Our next meeting will be
held November 10th at 9:15am in the cafe.
Check within the newsletter for submissions from several of our PTA committees to learn what
they have been up to lately and what the future holds for that committee. If you see something
you are interested in and want to get involved, email me or the committee chair directly. Any
little bit of help you can give is greatly appreciated.
Enjoy the fall weather, sports and up and coming holidays!
Sincerely,
Bethany Gianusso
President, Richmond Street School PTA
richmondstreetpta@gmail.com
www.richmondstreet.org
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Thanks to your incredible support, this year’s Fall Festival was
our most successful one yet – raising over $50,000 for our
amazing school!
These funds will be used for our kids field trips, for critical reading and math enrichment
programs at all grade levels, and for teacher training tools in our classrooms.
All thanks to you! This was truly a school-wide effort, with each classroom supporting a
component of the event, including the silent auction, the gift card wall, the wine auction, and
the yummy (and well-run) food stations.
Whether you donated an item, donated your time as a volunteer, sponsored a booth, bid at
the silent auction, bought tickets, or did all of the above, we are so incredible GRATEFUL for
your support.
We also could not have had a successful event without our sponsors. Please consider their
services as you have needs that they might address (or just spread the word that grandparents
can sponsor too!):
- Alex Abad Real Estate
- You Move Me
- 1-800-Got-Junk
- The Florida Grandparents
- Gimlen Orthodontics
- Beach Mex
- Screenworks Printing
- Urban Sitter
- St. Antony Pharmacy
- Nothing Bundt Cakes
- Citizen's Business Bank
- and the Mom's Club of El Segundo
Thanks again!
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MOMS Club® of El
Segundo, CA
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Dear Parents,
Parent Conference Week is approaching (Nov 17-21) and our staff looks forward to the
dedicated time to talk with you about your student's progress. Here are some tips from
the Harvard Family Research Project to make the most of this important time:
• A two-way conversation - Like all good conversations, parent-teacher conferences
are best when both parties talk and listen. This is a time for you to learn about
your child's progress in school. This is also a time for the teacher to learn about
what your child is like at home. When you share your child's skills, interests,
needs, and dreams, the teacher is better prepared to support your child in the
learning environment.
• Emphasis on learning - Good parent-teacher conferences focus on how well the
child is doing on school and ways he/she can do even better. To get ready for the
conference, look at your child's homework, class work, tests, etc. before the
conference. Bring a list of questions that you would like to ask the teacher.
• Opportunities and challenges - Just like you, teachers want your child to
succeed. You will probably hear positive feedback about your child's progress
AND areas for improvement. Be ready to share the strengths and needs of your
child and to work with the teacher on ways you can both help him/her with any
challenges.
Keep in mind the acronym: "BE HEARD"
• Best intentions assumed
• Emphasis on learning
• Home-school collaboration
• Examples and evidence
• Active listening
• Respect for all
• Dedication to follow-up
We move forward, together.
Liz Ramirez
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Richmond Street School PTA is proud to announce:

Richmond Runners Run Club

The SKECHERS Pier-toPier Friendship Walk
broke a new donation
record: raising more than
$1.1 million, and the
#P2PSteelSports selfie
challenge raised an
additional $25,000 from
selfies posted from the
days events!
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Starting on Thursday, November 6th and continuing
every Thursday morning before school at 8am, we
invite your child to come run or walk until the bell
rings. We will be recording your child’s laps and for
every 5 miles they complete, they will receive a toe
tag. All faculty and staff are also invited to come get a
workout before school! We will need volunteers to
make this program a success. The students can run
from 8-8:20am, 8:40-9am or 9-9:20am, based on what
time their bell rings. We want every grade to be able
to participate so we are looking for volunteers to help
either for the whole time or for as much as you can
give!
Please contact Michele Wilkoff, head Richmond
Runners Run Club Coach, at michele@wilkoff.netif
you are able to help out with this awesome new
program.
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The FUNdraising Team is so excited to bring to our students a
sense of spontaneity and fun! Most “Pop-Ups” throughout the
year will take place during lunch recess for all grades. Look
to the newsletter each month for what surprises will be
happening around campus! Remember....shhhh.....it’s a
secret.
Next Pop Up events:

Beach Ball Fun Lunch

Richmond
Street School

PTA
615 Richmond Street
El Segundo, CA 90245
www.richmondstreet.org
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PTA Executive Board Open Position
2014-2015
One of the things that makes our school so special and unique is the amazing
volunteers that dedicate their time and talent to making a difference for children! Our
PTA has held nominations and elections for the new Executive Board for PTA for the
2014-15 school year. THANK YOU to those special people who have agreed to
serve!
But we still need more help! There are two positions still open that we need filled.
• Teacher Appreciation Week Coordinator
• Founder’s Day Tea - The person helps, along with representatives for all school
sites, plan and execute the Founder’s Day Tea event.
If you are interested in any of these positions you can contact Bethany Gianusso
at richmondstreetpta@gmail.com.
We look forward to hearing from you to complete our roster for the 2014-15 school
year! It takes a village…
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