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World unites to help earthquake victims
Dominique Church, News Editor
On Tuesday, January 2 at 4:53 p.m. a
7.0 magnitude earthquake shook the little
country of Haiti. The epicenter of the earthquake was only 15 miles from the Haitian
capital city, Port-au-Prince. The earthquake
completely demolished their capital and
reduced many other surrounding cities,
such as Jacmel and Carrefour, to rubble.
Within the first week after the earthquake
another twelve smaller earthquakes hit.
By January 24, 150,000 bodies had been
recovered from the rubble but the estimated
death toll was over 200,000, and there is an
estimated 194,000 injured. Haiti has about
ten million inhabitants, which makes it
about 1.2% killed and 2% injured.
Three million people in Haiti were affected by this earthquake. About 500,000
people are living in makeshift shelters
around the capital city.
Before the earthquake, 75 percent of the
people living in Haiti had already lived in
poverty. Now the country has very little
income itself because much of their money
came through trade, which is almost nonexistent right now because their main port,
Port-au-Prince, was damaged by the quake.
The United States citizens responded
immediately, offering as much help as they
could. Within the first four days after the
quake 150 million dollars had been raised.
One fifth of this total revenue came from
texting the Red Cross. When cell phone
users send Haiti to 90999 they make a ten
dollar donation to the Red Cross and the
charge is tacked onto your existing phone
bill.
The donation total is unprecedented compared to the 30 million dollars raised three
days after the Asian Tsunami and the 108
million four days after Hurricane Katrina.
But the donations have not stopped; within
the first week charities had raised over 275
million dollars for Haiti and the donations
continue to come in.
The United States government played
their part too by sending troops, medical
supplies and even parking ships off the

coast. One of these ships is like a floating
hospital, with twelve operating rooms.
About 150 health care points have been
set up, and they provide surgeries and first
aid. On January 22nd the United Nation
World Food Program provided two million
meals to the Haitians. The United States
Agency for International Development
(USAID) provided 14,550 tons of food
for about 1.2 million a couple weeks
after the earthquake.
Argyle is even doing their part.
United, a teen church group at Cross
Timbers Community Church, is collecting ―medicine, money, and other necessities to send to Haiti,‖ said sophomore
Rachel McGehee. Cross Timbers has
also made a ten thousand dollar donation to Samaritan‘s Purse, an international relief organization.
The high school was also a collection
sight for donations of medications and
medical supplies that were sent to a
local church and then shipped to Haiti.
Student Council will be selling Haiti t
-shirts at the Argyle Community Health
and Safety Fair on February 27. All
proceeds go towards the earthquake
victims. UNICEF, United Children‘s
Fund, has drop boxes all over town, so
that anyone can make a donation.
―Because I am unable to go over and
help, I am doing everything I can here
to help and to encourage others to get
involved and help,‖ said Pam Arrington, the sponsor of Student Council and
UNICEF.
―Our church has a coin box and I
made a donation. It made me feel good
that I was able to make some contribution,‖ sophomore Christian Stapleton
said .
―I texted ‗Haiti‘ to 90999. I actually
did it more than once. It made me feel
warm and fuzzy inside,‖ said Business
and Technology Teacher Brenda Spain.
―Every little bit helps,‖ said Geometry
Teacher Mrs. Clark. Anyone can make a

small contribution in their own way by
dropping off much needed supplies or even
just donating through text. These little donations add up and together can make a
difference to those in Haiti.

Organizations
Accepting Donations
American
Red Cross–
by phone, text
(‗Haiti‘ to 90999) or mail in donations
or
www.redcross.org
Help Haiti Now–
www.helphaitinow.org
Action Against Hunger
– www.actionagainst
hunger.org
Doctors Without Borders–
text ‗dob‘ to 90999 or
www.doctors
withoutborders.org
International Medical
Corps–
www.imcworldwide.org
International Rescue
Committee–
www.theirc.org
Partners In Health—
www.standwithhaiti.org
United Methodist Committee on Relief– new.gbgm-umc.org/

Athletes’ Journeys Continue
On National Signing Day several students signed with various colleges.
Sam Retzloff signed with Indiana University for track.
Colbea Harris poses with her sisters, Paislea and Allea Harris, after signing with Texas A&M for track.
Other students who signed include Tyler Sweatt, who signed with Sam Houston State for football. Blake Dunham signed with the
University of North Texas for football. Brandyn Hinnrichs signed with Texas A&M-Commerce, also for football.
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Random Ran
t
Cell phone etiquette
Cat Clark, Opinions Editor
Cell phones- the wonderful invention that has shaped
our generation. It has also turned us into somewhat awkward beings.
Small talk is something that has been a basic necessity
for hundreds of years, but with the invention of cell
phones, we resort to texting. With texting, you don‘t have
any awkward silences, with texting you can just not text
back and say that you were taking a shower or feeding
your horses. With talking in person, there are awkward
silences; you can‘t just walk away from them.
I‘m not saying that cell phones are terrible- I‘m not
saying that awkward silences haven‘t been around for
years. What I am saying is that cell phones have increased the number of awkward silences where we need

to resort back to the basics of conversation.
I know you‘ve seen it before-at dinner in a restaurant,
there‘s a couple, sitting across from each other in a booth,
but they aren‘t talking. No, both of their faces are staring
down into their laps where a pretty cell phone is happily
lit up, the owner typing away.
I don‘t know if they are texting other people, or if they
are texting each other, but, in the words of Stephanie
Tanner, ―how rude!‖ I understand, you don‘t know what
to talk about, you ran out of things to say (happens to me
all the time) but how is our generation supposed to function as adults if we can‘t even hold up a conversation?
At the movies- why do you text? You spent at least nine
dollars to get into the movie, and you‘re not even watch-

ing it! Not to mention how annoying it is to others; I‘m
sitting there, watching a movie, with the money I earned
from my minimum wage job, and then my attention is
drawn away from the screen because a person received a
text in the row in front of me. Can you not go home and
text? Or better yet, if the conversation is so important,
actually meet up with that person face to face, or at the
very least, call that person up.
I know that cell phones are just going to get more and
more popular, with new technology that we can‘t even
imagine now, and I‘m all for that. I just hope that a person‘s cell phone manners don‘t become something like a
four-year-old‘s table manners- messy, if followed at all.
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Do you think it’s inappropriate to use your What do you think about Valentine’s day?
cell phone during
a movie or during dinner?
”Cute day.” Jacquelyn Kerner, 10th

-”You shouldn’t do it unless it’s an emergency.” -Ms. Smith
-”I have no problem with it.”
-Justin Hommel, 11th
-”It’s extremely rude and I think you should be
escorted out of the movie theatre.”
- Mrs. Clark
-”Trashy. [At dinner] it means you don’t care
about the people around you.”
-Courtney Klapp, 11th
-”Rude.” -Dylan Turner, 10th

The Talon is the official student run
publication of Argyle High School. Its
contents and views are produced by the
student newspaper staff and do not
represent the opinions of the school
administration, faculty, school board,
or Argyle Independent School District.
Signed guest columns and letters to the
editor are welcome, but are subject to
editing for length, libel, obscenity and
poor taste. Submissions should be sent
to Mrs. Fenter in room 112.

-”Good excuse to spend money and express your
feelings.” -James Thorp, 10th
-”It gives guys a chance to show their feminine
side.” -Rebecca Foyer, 11th
-”It’s a Hallmark holiday. I guess I’m more bitter
about it since I don’t have anyone to share it with
this year.” -Victoria Whitaker, 11th
-“I just want to see the movie!” -Alex Robinson,
11th
-“It’s going to be awesome!” -Zach Golden, 12th

-“My favorite holiday ever!” -Sydney Harvey, 9th
-”It’s bothering at movies. At dinner, it depends on
who you’re with.”
-“Overrated. It basically shoves it in your face
-Tymber Peterson, 12th
when you don’t have a girlfriend and people feel
the need to act differently during that holiday.” -“I don’t text while I eat. Especially with parents–
Clarke Lanning, 9th
it’s just disrespectful.”
-Clarke Lanning, 9th
-“In movies it’s so annoying!” -Sydney Harvey, 9th
-“When others do it, it’s annoying. When I do it,
it’s okay.” -Alex Robinson, 12th

February 2010

Life and Arts 3

Are you a Mac or a PC?

>>The

Buckley Wallace, Staff Writer
The first laptop computer was invented in 1979 by William Moggridge. Now, in the year of 2010, we have invented such revolutionary technology that we can do
things like talk to someone all the way across the world,
and see them at the same time. It‘s safe to say we have
come far in the area of computer technology.

name. If you just go to ―pages‖ the Mac will open all sorts
of different templates for you to choose from and can also
convert just about anything from your flash-drive. PowerPoint and Excel are also available on a Mac.

If you would like to talk to someone, without having to
use your phone, you can easily access iChat with any MacOne of the common questions that is asked in the comintosh. Having this allows you to talk to people all the way
puter world is, ―are you a Mac or a PC?‖ Some people
across the world with just the press of a button. With the
know and others don‘t. Here‘s some helpful information to built-in camera, you can not only iChat up to four people,
help you decide which you are.
but you can also give presentations and share your screen
with people all over the world.
A Mac is made by Apple and comes in four different
Apple Products:
PC Products:
types- the MacBook, the MacBook Pro, the MacBook Air,
the iMac, and the Mac Mini. The basic differences beMacBook: $999
Acer Ferrari 1100:
tween these models is not that substantial; however, some
$1,899
of the details are. The battery for a MacBook lasts up to
seven hours on a single charge, whereas on the MacBook
MacBook Pro:
Gateway One DeskPro it lasts eight hours. The model that you chose boils
13-inch- $1,199
top: $689-$749
down to your personal tastes, needs, and budget. ―I like the
15-inch$1,699
Apple products better and I like the fact that it is hard to
Dell XPS M2010:
17-inch- $2,499
get a virus on it,‖ freshman Brian Mooney said.

$4,475

A PC is made by Dell, Microsoft, Intel, and other companies, made with Windows built in, and also comes in
many different models, such as the Gateway One desktop,
Gateway M-Series laptops, Lenovo x300 laptop, Acer Ferrari 1100, Sony TP Series, and Dell XPS M2010. In this
case, if you are looking for variation in desktops or laptops, this would be where you have more options. ―Mac is
just hard to work with. It‘s hard to use a different stuff on
it and Pc is just and all around better computer,‖ sophomore Alexa Ehlers said.

MacBook Air: $1499 Lenovo x300: $2700
-$3000
*All Macs come with
built-in cameras and
prices vary because of
differences, such as how
long the battery lasts and
how much storage the
desktop has.

People use their computers for all sorts of different activities. ―I use my PC mainly for videogames,‖ said senior
Amber Smith. Mooney said,‖ I use my Mac for Facebook
and homework.‖ If your looking for a laptop mainly for
school purposes, the first thing you might notice is that the
Mac does not have the Microsoft Office applications right
there for you. However, they are, just not under the same

Buzz
Argyle High School Bowling Club
Regional tournament in Amarillo, Texas on March 6th.
Accomplishments:
Heather Arnold placed 1st at district for girls
Dakota Adoue placed 2nd at district for girls
Waylon Young placed 4th at district for boy
All three will advance to Singles at Regional's.
Girls Varsity won district and now will advance to Regional‘s to bowl team.
Team consists of Heather Arnold, Dakota Adoue, Jennifer Opel, Danielle Jones and Cheyanne Winn.
Boys placed 3rd in district. Although they did not advance it was a very close competition.
Team consists of Waylon Young, Josh McSwain, Matt
O‘Connor, Zachery Young, Hunter Malcuit and Travis
Dreessen.
*Bowling team will be selling beef jerky for $1.00 in
order to raise money for Regional Tournaments.

Visual Arts Classes
Visual Art Scholastic Event Regional competition will be
February 27 at Fossil Ridge High School. We have entered 31 artworks.
Accomplishments:
Elizabeth Kleppinger has received the honor of having a
piece of art chosen to hang in the Youth Art Month Capitol Show.
There were only 100 artworks chosen from around the
state.
The work will hang at the State Capitol March 7th
through 13th.
National Art Honor Society will meet on the following
dates …
Tuesday, Feb. 9 3:30-4:30
Thursday, Feb. 11
Wednesday, Feb. 17
Friday, Feb. 19
Wednesday, March 3
Friday, March 5
Tuesday, March 9
Thursday, March 11
Wednesday, March 24
Friday, March 26

Winter Guard

Dell has started coming out with many new products including
their HP Mini PC, which is very compact, weighing only 2.6
pounds and measuring only 10.1 inches in length.

The MacBook Air is one of the Apple Mac products. This desktop is super thin and only weighs
only 3.0 pounds, making it more than portable.

Upcoming Activities
February 11th
Parent Meeting for our Freshman Class of 2013 in the
High School Lecture Hall 6:30 pm
February 13th
UIL Hornet Winter Invitational at Azle
February 15th
President's Day
High School Open House, 6:30-8:00 pm
February 22nd
Female Technology Program Grades 8-11
8:30—9:30 8th and 9th grade girls
9:40-10:40 10th and 11th grade girls
February 23rd
HS Cheer Parent Tryout Meeting 6-9pm, Lecture Hall

February 27th
Sadie Hawkins 7-10pm @ Circle R Ranch, Tickets: $20 for
one, $35 for two (currently on sale during both lunches
and after school in room 204)
Health & Safety Fair 10-12, AHS Cafeteria
March 6th
"See You at the Mound" UIL Invitational at Flower Mound
(math,science)
March 3rd
ELA TAKS Test
March 9th, 10th, 11th
Challenge Day
March 10th
7:00p Project Graduation 2010 meeting, in room 503

Upcoming Contests:
Feb. 20 at Thomas Coliseum
Feb. 26b at m Frisco Centennial High School
Mar. 5 at Coppell High School
Mar. 13 Championships at Lakeview Centennial
High School
Accomplishments:
Jan. 23 at Keller high School– 1st place out of 8
guards
Jan. 29 at Colleyville Heritage High School– 5th
place out of 12 guards
*The Avon fundraiser will be starting soon

Choir Club
Choir Club will be selling the World‘s Finest
Chocolate Bars. You can stop by after school in
Mrs. Warden‘s room to buy one.

Creative Writing Club
Students are preparing essays and poetry to submit
to a national contest.
Held a write-in from 3:45-6:00 Friday, January 22.
Students revised pieces they had already begun and
then wrote 5 cooperative stories. Since everyone
felt it was a great success, we‘ll host another writein after spring break.
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An Ominous Obsession

Do you have any odd
habits or behaviors?

Disorder cripples daily life
Michelle Newell, Life and Arts Editor
When you have an unusual habit or oddity, it isn‘t out
of the ordinary to hear someone say ―you‘re so OCD‖
and for them to misread your quirk as an OCD symptom.
But before we can just assume, its important to know that
OCD is more complex than just having an odd tendency
and is severely affecting adults, teens, and even young
children.
Obsessive Compulsive Disorder is an anxiety disorder
of the brain and a potentially disabling illness that traps
people in endless cycles of
repetitive thoughts or behaviors. The illness involves
both obsessions and compulsions that can get in the way
of important values. Basically, if one is diagnosed
with OCD, the warning system in his or her brain isn‘t
working correctly. Their
brain is telling them that they
are in danger when they are
not. This can be very confusing because most people
don‘t understand why their brain would mislead them.
Common obsessions include fear of contamination, fear
of making a mistake, need for symmetry or exactness,
excessive doubt, and the need for constant reassurance.
These obsessions are completely out of the person‘s control. Along with obsessions, compulsions also intensively
affect the behavior of a person with OCD. These compulsions can include repeatedly bathing or washing hands,
refusing to touch doorknobs, repeatedly checking the
stove or locks, eating foods in a specific order, needing to
perform tasks a certain number of times, and even col-

lecting or hoarding items that have no apparent value.
Keep in mind, however, not all behaviors or ―rituals‖ are
compulsions, such as bedtime routines or religious practices.
For many years OCD was thought to be rare, but recent
studies have proven that about 2 to 3 million adults in the
United States are affected by the harsh disorder. There
are also at least 500,000 kids and teens that have OCD.
No one has discovered a single, proven cause of OCD but
researchers believe it may
have something to do with
chemicals in the brain that
carry messages from one
nerve cell to another.
People with OCD may be
aware that their obsessions
and compulsions are senseless or unrealistic, but they
simply cannot stop themselves. As the Dutch humanist, Desiderius Erasmus
said, ―When the disease is
known it is half cured.‖
Even though there aren‘t any medical cures available for
OCD, many health care providers can offer medical treatments that reduce the critical symptoms. In addition, people battling the disorder can engage in improved therapies
that will lead to productive and fulfilling lives.
People diagnosed with Obsessive Compulsive Disorder
are not victims, but more so victors that have the strength
to make it through each thought-provoking and challenging day.

“I count stop signs from where I start
driving to where I end up. And also,
before I ask a question, I think of all
possible
responses I can get.”
- Senior, Katie Eckert
“I have a habit of always wanting to
whistle. And crack my neck.”
- Freshman, Garrett Hamm
“I save drummer boy quarters. I
have a whole box of them at
home.”
- Junior, Thomas Ledbetter
“When I was in high school I would
eat a french fry until I got to the end
and I would drop the part my fingers
were holding.”
- English Teacher, Mrs. Fenter
“I set my radio stations to only even
numbers.”
-Senior, Zach Parrish
“When I’m in the shower I can never
leave my phone out. That way no
one can go read my text messages.”
- Junior, Patrick Vickery

Upcoming Concerts
Alternative/Rock

Hip-hop/Rap

Jack's Mannequin
House of Blues Dallas
February 17

Mariah Carey
Nokia Theatre at
Grand Prairie, February 18

Ben Rector
House of Blues Dallas
February 19
Manchester Orchestra
The Palladium
Ballroom,March 4
John Mayer
American Airlines
Center, March 9
Owl City
Nokia Theatre at
Grand Prairie, April 17

Country
Brandon Rhyder
Billy Bob's Fort Worth
February 19
Josh Abbott Band
Billy Bob's Fort Worth
February 26
Taylor Swift
American Airlines
Center, March 11

Jay-Z: The BP3 Tour
American Airlines
Center, February 23
The Black Eyed Peas
American Airlines
Center, March 19

Indie/Folk
Tegan and Sara
The Palladium Ballroom
February 25

Christian
Tenth Avenue North
American Airlines
Center, February 26
David Crowder Band
UBC in Waco
February 28

Jazz/Blues
Chris Botti
Nokia Theatre At
Grand Prairie, April 15

What is your most
memorable
Valentine’s
day?

What is the best
or worst gift you
received on
Valentine’s
day?

If you had to watch a
chick-flick on
Valentine’s Day,
what would
you choose?

“When my boyfriend
brought me roses and
chocolates at midnight
before Valentine's Day.”
- Senior, Colbea Harris

“This little stuffed animal
that was suppose to be a
dog, but it looked like a
bear. A really ugly bear.”
- Freshman, Lizzie Roden

“The Notebook. It’s a really
good love story and it always makes me cry.”
- Sophomore, Alex Walsh

“My boyfriend came to my
house and gave me chocolates and a poem he had
written.”
- Sophomore,
Maddie Schorlemmer

“Cheap cologne that
smelled like a grandpa.”
-Senior, Tyler Sweatt

“Definitely, Maybe. It’s my
favorite movie.”
- Junior, Jay Darby

“A dead rose.”
- Junior, Piper Davis

“Sleepless in Seattle. It’s
like a movie filmed off of
another movie.”
-Senior, Shannon Portz

“My dad always left me
chocolates and a teddybear.”
- Junior, Deena Palmer

“Well since my boyfriend is
in college, he gave me one
of those desk calendars
that you rip off daily and
“I came home from school
he had written sweet
and my mom made cookthings on random days
ies and decorated everythroughout the weeks so I
thing in pink with balcould read them all year
loons. She also hid gifts
long.”
around the house and
- Senior, Michelle Newell
made us go on a scavenger hunt.”
- Senior, Sydney Sanders
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The Best of the Best
Argyle band students reach All-State
Cat Clark, Opinions Editor
Band does more than just marching during half time; they have competitions as a
group, or in this case, as individuals. ―All-State is the best of the best. The top 2%,‖
Senior Aaron McLaughlin said. McLaughlin is only one of the six students that made
the top 2% of 3A band students; the others representing Argyle are juniors Key Bennett,
Jackson Taylor, Courtney Klapp, and sophomores Jon Clark and Kate Walker.
But what does one have to do to make AllState? ―A lot of practice, a lot of time,‖
Bennett said.
The process begins when a student receives
the music (two long pieces of music, or
etudes) in the late spring, practices it all summer and fall, and then in November there‘s a
competition in each region where three or four
selected judges listen to you play, by yourself,
a number of measures from each etude. The top number (the number varies depending
on the instrument) goes on to area, where a new round of selected judges test each student by making them play each etude again, all the way through. The top number from
the Area competition goes on to All-State.
―It all comes down to that one audition. You have one shot to impress the judges and
it‘s a lot of pressure. For seniors especially; the ones that have made it know what it‘s
like and know what they‘re missing out on. And the ones that haven‘t, it‘s their last
chance,‖ band director Kathy Johnson said.
―I‘ve been practicing a lot. Really, I‘ve been preparing myself for this since 6th grade
when I first started learning the trombone,‖ Bennett said.
―By a week before the competitions, I‘m practicing twice a day for it,‖ Taylor said.
Preparing isn‘t as simple as making yourself practice an hour a day, though. ―It‘s not
about how much time you spend practicing, necessarily, it‘s the quality of time. You
have to sit down, start working out the hard spots, and not stop until it‘s done,‖ Johnson
said.
But the competitions and practicing doesn‘t end at All-State. ―You have to learn all of
two pieces you will play at All-State, before you even get there, and then a few selected
judges pick out a section from each piece and test you on it to decide what chair you
get,‖ Johnson said.
After the student knows what band they are in, they rehearse for a couple days and put

on a concert. ―They have a vigorous rehearsal schedule. Three to four days of straight
practicing with the guest clinician that teaches them how to play the challenging
pieces,‖ Johnson said.
Now why would someone want to put themselves through all that hard work, just for
a concert? Besides the scholarships the All-State students can earn if they make it three
or four times in their high school career and being able to put it
on a college resume, Taylor said, ―I‘m a competitive person and
I want to be the top trumpet player.‖
―I‘m relieved that I made it and I‘m also really excited,‖ Bennett said.
For six Argyle students, their hard work has paid off, and now
they will represent our school at a state level competition. ―It‘s a
really cool accomplishment,‖ Taylor said.

“It all comes down to that
one audition.You have one
shot to impress the judges
and it’s a lot of pressure.”

Jackson Taylor, Key Bennett, Aaron McLaughlin, Courtney Klapp, and Jon Clark will
spend the week in Austin for the All-State band concert.
Photo by: Cat Clark

A Worldly Addition
Students establish first high school chapter of UNICEF in Texas.
Meredith Wooley, Feature Editor
―We focus on three things which are fundraising, advocating, and educating,‖ UNICEF president Emiliana Lopez said. ―That‘s basically the
high school part of it.‖
Students started the club after an interest was
generated at a special UNICEF conference at
UNT.
―They had a UNICEF spokesperson who came
in and spoke about the program, and I was able
to get two students to go with me, we were put
on the guest list to meet Alyssa Milano, [an actress and also a UNICEF ambassador]. We
started getting resources and information about
it, and it sparked our attention,‖ UNICEF sponsor Pam Arrington said.
―We came back to school on Monday and we
put all our ideas together and decided that we
wanted to start a UNCEF club at the high
school, and it took off. Emiliana and the other
Emiliana Lopez, Susana Echeveri, and Mrs. Arrington meet with actress and UNICEF ambassador Alyssa Milano at the UNICEF conference girls organized everything and just took it upon
held at UNT.
themselves to start the club.‖
Photo provided by Pam Arrington
Students have had an optimistic reaction to
All over the world, children are being fatally effected by this new club. Arrington states that there has been an
illnesses and situations that people in the U.S. rarely have overwhelming number of students who have joined the
to worry about such as malnutrition, unsafe drinking wa- club and are coming to meetings with exciting new ideas
ter, and lack of a five-cent vaccine. 24,000 kids die every and an excellent work ethic.
day from these preventable causes.
―It actually was a really positive reaction,‖ UNICEF
A new and distinctive club at the high school, UNICEF, events coordinator Lexie Cargile said. ―We got 30 people
is fighting to reduce that number to zero. The United Na- other than student council to come and we were really
tions Children‘s Fund is a global institute that is geared
surprised to have so many people.‖
towards children and their survival, development, protecCurrently, the UNICEF club is sponsoring several
tion, and rights. Being one of the largest humanitarian
fundraisers to benefit the Haiti relief fund in order to
organizations in the world, UNICEF works in about 150 help improve present conditions in Haiti.
different countries to battle hunger and diseases like HIV/
―We have Haiti T-shirts that are being made and
AIDS and to improve immunization, health, and nutrition those are going to be sold the week of the health and
for children. This prestigious club is said to be the first
safety fair. We‘re taking the money donated from the
high school chapter of UNICEF in the state of Texas.
sells of the t-shirts to send to the Haiti relief fund

through UNICEF, and we‘re having a huge basketball
game towards the end of school and that‘s going to be for
the water wells for Haiti,‖ Arrington said.
―We have a tap water project going on next month at
local restaurants and then we have Haiti relief fund donation boxes all over the community right now.‖
The club will be setting up a number of different fundraisers throughout the rest of the year. These fundraisers
are usually focused on different themes that UNICEF
assigns the high school chapter each month.
―Our biggest [event] is going to be Battle for Hunger,
Battle of the Bands and that‘s going to be at the end of
May with five different schools including Argyle,‖ Cargile said. ―We‘re going to have bands like Osage come
and play, and all the proceeds will go to hunger in Africa.‖
Goals for the club include raising money ($2,000 to drill
four water wells), and also to spread the word about UNICEF and build up the club in general.
―We want everybody in the community and in the
school to know what UNICEF is. We want them to know
what UNICEF does and have the right image of it,‖ Lopez
said.
UNICEF officers Lopez and Cargile, including juniors
Kaitlin Townsend, and Alex Terry all believe that this
newly founded club will have a positive effect on our
high school as a whole community; students will be more
aware about the problems throughout the world, and they
will know how they can help.

“We want everybody in
the community and in
the school to know what
UNICEF is.”
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Math students compete in UTA Calculus Bowl
Kyle Henkel, Staff Writer

Numbers, theories, equations, and symbols, those are just a few words that sum up
Only one team of 3-5 people can only participate in this mathematical contest from
the word Mathematics. Some of us may agree that it can be difficult in some classes.
each school. ―I choose 3 of the top calculus and two top pre-calculus students who I
It‘s either finding the curve of a circle, the slope of the line, or even 2 + 2, whatever
know can do well in the competition,‖ McCurdy said.
the answer may be. For those who love the challenge of math, The Calculus Bowl will
provide the challenge. If you thought math was already intense enough, think again.
Not many people can say they can solve a question like: ―D/DX (cos (9 times pi) to
the 30th power)‖ without taking a couple of minutes to figure that out. But these quesOn Friday, February 5th , at 2:30PM, five Argyle students; senior Julia Vickery, sen- tions don‘t seem to trouble the team. It only takes a matter of seconds to a minute and
ior Jake Sizelove, junior Nick Strelke, junior Conor Lynch, and junior Lance Sommers then they have the answer. Prelims are furious as the teams struggle quickly to get the
attended the Calculus Bowl at the University of Texas in Arlington.
answer. Sometimes, the winner can be determined just by a matter of seconds to milliseconds.
The contest isn‘t your usual ―sit in a chair and do math problems in the dead silence
with the sound of pencil on paper,‖ Strelke said. Instead of being alone, you have team
Team members have different experiences for this contest. ―This will be my first
members to help you out or vice versa.
time to compete in this but was funny to watch the Calculus Teams from other schools
to move and think quickly on their feet,‖ Vickery said.
―It is probably the most intense, fun, and exciting competitions I go to,‖ Strelke said.
―This will be my first time; I‘ll be working on calculus and pre-calculus work all day
The Calculus Bowl is a lively playoff game based on multiple-choice pre-calculus
and hanging out with my friends,‖ Lance Sommers
and calculus questions displayed one-at-a-time via a computer projection system. Stu- said.
dents must answer the question quickly (and correctly) to have a chance to win one of
the prelims and earn a spot in the finals.
Argyle placed 5th out of 26 schools this year.
Argyle has been participating in the Calculus Bowl since 2004. ―We weren‘t really
―I have seen major improvement in Argyle‘s Calculus
sure what to do the first time we competed in 2004; it was a learning experience. So,
Bowl team and that makes me even prouder of my stuthe following year, we were ready and knew what to expect,‖ Bowl Sponsor - Cliff
dents and of their great achievements,‖ McCurdy said.
McCurdy, said. In 2006, Argyle claimed first place in the Calculus Bowl out of sixteen
schools. In 2009, Argyle earned 2nd place.

Eavesdropping
―I live in a box.‖
-Trey Torno, Freshman, Band Locker
Room

BE AN ARGYLE ISD VIP!!
Bring in your
Student or Teacher ID Card
& receive the following prices
all year long!
$10 OFF WOMEN'S HAIRCUT
OR $5 OFF MEN'S HAIRCUT
YOU MUST SHOW ID TO GET
THESE PRICES

―You should‘ve left SpongeBob on the
bus.‖
-Kelsey Stewart, Sophomore, Winter
Guard contest at Keller High School

Attention Students and Parents!
You may now purchase
your own space
in The Talon
Perfect for sending a special message for a
friend‘s birthday.
The next issue will be delivered
by March 22nd
Prices for ad space:
$5.00 per
1.25 x 1.75 space

Your advertisement
could be here!
If you want to expose your
business to the students of
Argyle High, this is your place.
Prices start as low
as $20 per month.
Contact Mrs. Fenter
or a staff member for information.

Please see a Talon staff member
or Mrs. Fenter in room 112
if you are interested!
Deadline for orders is
Monday, March 8th

―...Or it could be ‗chanter‘ Mrs. Sanders,
which means ‗to sing‘ which I think we
all should do by singing Kumbaya.‖
-Cullen Patterson, Freshman, French I
―We are going to lull them into a false
sense of security and then attack!‖ HAM
“Dar? You mean Daughters of the
American Revolution?‖
-Cat Clark, Sophomore, Journalism
―Coach Chancellor, you should grow out
your beard and be Santa Claus at the
mall.‖
-Reagan Jeffries, Sophomore, World
History
―‗Shh‘ is short for ‗Shut up!‘‖
-Coach Chancellor, World History
―Oh yeah, the Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles took over Russia.‖
-Coach Koke, World Geography
―Our society isn't based on body size.‖
-Mrs. Kass, Chemistry
―Can you imagine swimming through
sugar?‖
-Nick Chrestopoulos, Junior, English
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Unfinished Business

Growing up fast

Girl’s basketball team looks
to take final step

Boy’s basketball finding success
with younger team

After advancing to the
state title game last
year, the girl‘s basketball team not only enters this year‘s postseason with high expectations, but carries the
heartbreak of last season as well.

After having a group with plenty of
varsity experience last year, the boys
came into this year with little experience at that level; only two players
from last year returned. They are 18-8
and 6-1 in district play as of February
8th, putting them 2nd in district, only
behind Prosper who is undefeated in
district play.

carries over‖ he explained.

Even in light of the
team‘s success last season, getting back to the state title game (and
winning it nonetheless) won‘t be a gimmee.
Their first round opponent will be either
Crandell or Kennedale, both who are ranked
in the top 20 in the state. Region will include difficult matchups such as Mount
Vernon or Liberty-Eylau, a school in Texarkana.

Coach King said the team is comfortable playing at home, but needs to
improve its play on the road. To improve their confidence level heading
into the playoffs, they need to ―focus
on playing well on the road the last
few district games,‖ he said.

Junior Doug Fryer played on the varsity team last year and believes the
experience of playing last year helped
him because ―big games don‘t seem
terrifying.‖ He added the team has
learned how to play on the road and
play together.

However, the playoffs are not a guarantee for them yet. ―We like our
chances; play well at home, win rest
of home games and we should make
it,‖ King said. ―If we do [make it] I
don‘t know who our first round opponent would be.‖ If the team makes the
playoffs, many challenging foes await
them. Dallas-Madison in #1 in the
state; Crandell and Kennedale are both
in the top 10.

Like King, he has noticed more balanced scoring on the team and agrees
that the defense is the team‘s strengththinks scoring needs to be more consistent. He believes the team can go as
far as they want with ―hard work and
determination.‖

How has a team that advanced as far as
they did last year improved? Coach Steve
Schmidt said they improved in rebounding
consistently, and that having four seniors
instead of two this year has made a difference because ‗they are important on a bad
night not to get emotional‖ and keep the
team focused.

Pettibon drives against Sanger

have more confidence in themselves and
know their abilities; and senior Katie Eckert
added that ―the team is faster.‖
Obviously last year‘s results showed what
the team is capable of. But no free passes
are given to a state title game. In order to
get back, Coach Schmidt said they need to
―continue balanced scoring- inside and outside, play strong defense, and rebounding
must be consistent‖ Schmidt believes the
team can hoist the trophy this season even
though they started the year slowly.

Pettibon added that the team needs to
―spend more time in the gym, perfecting
shots and improve rebounding.‖ She beAmy Beecher and Jessica Bonfield were
lieves that last year‘s experience ―allowed
both starters on last year‘s team who gradu- the team to realize how far it could go and
ated, and the other starters last year were
that the feeling of coming up just short fuels
then juniors Claire Pettibon, Colbea Harris their desire to get back there again.‖
and Molly Henessey. This year‘s lineup
features four seniors- Pettibon, Harris, BritWill the experience of last year pay off?
tany O‘Brien and Katie Eckert. Junior Jen- Only time will tell. Nothing is guaranteed to
nifer Speer completes the starting lineup.
anyone in the playoffs. It‘s also a different
game when you are the team everyone
Pettibon reiterated that the experience of
knows about and is gunning to take you
last year‘s playoff run has kept the team
down.
level-headed on bad nights because they

King sees the defense as the strength
of the team, and shooting as what
could use improvement. In regards to
what it takes to win a state title, he
said, ―We need to get hot and not have
a bad shooting night because that‘s
how we‘ve lost most of our games.‖

Even in light of the challenge, the
team has improved as the season has
gone on, gaining valuable experience
with each game, becoming more confident. King added that they‘ve grown
closer as a team through the year, developed better chemistry, and have
gotten more used to the flow of the
varsity game, which is faster and more
intense.

But the players are not fazed by the
challenge. Junior Wes King acknowledged the differences between this
year‘s team and last year‘s, the main
one being Caden Dickerson led the
team last year, was the obvious leader
and scorer, but now that he‘s gone the
Coach King is confident that the exteam has more depth and balance.
perience from this season will go a
King was on JV last year, but believes
long way next season, when this
it ―helped [him] learn how to be a
young team becomes a group of veterleader and step up, and hopefully that
ans.

Fighting on the mat
Wrestlers wrap up another successful year
After another productive season, the wrestling team
competed in the district meet February 6th. Even though
none of the wrestlers advanced pass the district level, the
regular season went ―about as expected‖ in the words of
Coach Jake Fisher, who added ―experienced guys led the
team, set a good example- the kids who were supposed to
win won.‖ Fisher added that this year‘s team was ―one of
the better teams I‘ve had in terms of continuity and one of
the most enjoyable.‖

that I kept doing it.‖ One of his proudest moments came
in 5th grade after he had won his first match; he looked up
at his father and still remembers the reaction and feeling
of success.

The team has three seniors, Wade Prather (160 weight
class), Colton Hagler (171 weight class) and Billy Shinn
(160 weight class). One other major team leader is junior
Nick Chrestopoulos (145 weight class).

been on varsity the last two years, becoming a captain this
year. He believes that wrestling has helped him deal with
the stress of school and challenged him in a lot of ways,
and said ―after you get into it you realize you can do more
than you think,‖ he said.

His freshman year he was on JV behind Joe Durham,
trying to cut weight to move to a different weight class,
but couldn‘t. Last year Chrestopoulos was 17-17; but this
year he noticed a sizeable improvement, most noticeably
in his record, which is 17-7 at this point. He was also
There are no classifications in wrestling. Schools are not named a team captain this year, and ―I‘ve enjoyed this
separated into 5A, 4A, 3A, etc. Schools in the area com- year because the team got a lot better.‖
pete against each other no matter how many students they
have. Thus the wrestlers compete against schools like The He has another year to be on the team, but senior Colton
Colony, Flower Mound, Lewisville, Marcus, Hebron and Hagler does not.
Northwest in district play. But despite being the smallest
Hagler won JV district as a sophomore, and hopes to
school, the team hasn‘t lost a dual, where only one team
advance to region this year. He started wrestling in 7th
plays another, at home in two years.
grade, was on JV as a freshman and sophomore, and has

Chrestopoulos began wrestling in 4th grade. He only did
it to help himself in football, but he ―enjoyed it so much

Hagler has had many great moments over the last four
years. He won first at district at the JV level his sopho-

more year, as previously mentioned; and this year at the
Trojan Classic he got first place in his weight class; and
added ―a bunch of other guys got third and fourth and at
the Northwest dual everyone won.‖
While not advancing past district was not the ending
Hagler or the other seniors wanted, Hagler has enjoyed
the experience and acknowledges what it has done for
him. For Chrestopoulos and the rest of the returning players, it gives them extra motivation to make next season
the best in Argyle wrestling history.

Sam Davidson pins a Northwest wrestler.
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Argyle students and teachers show off their skills at the talent show
On January 30 the Theater III and IV students hosted The Argyle High School Talent Show. Two awards were given out to the performers, one was The People‘s Choice Award. Everyone in the audience voted on a ballot as to whose performance they thought was
best. The votes were then tallied and sophomore Madi Cvar was announced the winner. Junior Alicia Tutini, who played the piano,
won the second award, which was determined by three judges. All ticket sales benefited Project Graduation.

◄Junior Jace
Dourgarian played
a drum solo.

►Sophomore Dominique Griffin shows off
her talent by singing
‗Cowboy Casanova‘ by
Carrie Underwood.

Seniors Alex Robinson and Julia Vickery, two of the drama students hosting the talent
show, performed their interpretation of Napoleon Dynamite‘s dance.

Junior Kimmy Phillips sang ‗Hallelujah‘

►Madi Cvar winner
of ‗The Peoples
Choice Award‘, sang
‗Stay‘ by Sugarland.

◄Junior Morgan Morrison, senior Sally
Smith, and freshman
Morgan Moeller, members of the Argyle Extreme Dance Team,
danced to ‗Footloose.‘

