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Message from the

SUPERINTENDENT
The
school
year is off
to a great
start! Our
Hillside
School
students
are forDr. KEVIN L. SUCHINSKI
tunate to
have such a strong support
system in place to allow them
to SOAR TO NEW HEIGHTS!
Everyone is working together
to make this another great
school year!
On behalf of the students,
teachers, administrators
and Board of Education, I
extend a personal thank
you to the families and staff
members who took the time
to complete our Principal
Characteristics and Traits surveys. Their input is essential
in helping us determine the
best candidate for principal,
to assure Hillside School’s
continued success.
Thank you for your partnership with us. If you have a
question or concern, please
do not hesitate to contact my
office at 708/449-6490
x 7104.

DISTRICT 93

School • Families • Community

FALL 2016

New School Year Brings
CURRICULUM RENEWAL, IMPROVEMENTS

AT

Hillside School, each year has a
new theme to aspire to. This year,
students and staff will be Soaring
to New Heights. One way students are accomplishing this is through several exciting new
curricular initiatives. These initiatives are
driven by one of the goals of the district’s new
Strategic Plan, which is to “align instructional
practice/programming with 21st Century
learning standards.” The new programs and
resources are enhancing the curriculum and
moving education in the district forward.

the school with NGSS practices. The students
are engaged in their work and are enjoying
opportunities to share their ideas, ask questions, and investigate those questions.”

Next Generation Science Standards

Teacher representatives from each grade level
are working with teachers from other school
districts to develop aligned science units for
each grade using the Next Generation Science
Standards (NGSS) as the backbone of their
work. The NGSS were developed by states to
improve science education for all students.
This group or “cadre” of teachers, is working
through West 40, the Illinois state education
agency for the region, to write the units. As
the school transitions to an inquiry-based
approach to science education, a teacher from
each grade level will bring the completed units
back for implementation. In an inquiry-based
science classroom, students don’t wait for
the teacher to provide an answer — instead,
students actively work to seek solutions,
design investigations, and ask questions to
develop their conclusions. The cadre will continue its work until all of the Next Generation
Science Standards are addressed.

Additionally, the school is introducing a new
resource for sixth- through eighth-grade science classes, IQWST (Investigating and
Questioning Our World Through Science
and Technology). Through these science
DR. KEVIN L. SUCHINSKI,
units, students research questions that
SUPERINTENDENT
are relevant to their own lives, conduct
STEVEN BOGREN,
investigations, collect and analyze data,
PRINCIPAL
develop and use models to explain
JENNIFER MCGUIRE,
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
phenomena, and engage in arguments
CYNTHIA WAGNER,
based on evidence.

Dr. Kevin L. Suchinski,
Superintendent
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Jaclyn Leman, sixth grade science teacher, commented, “Using IQWST aligns

FIRST GRADERS USE iPADS AND OTHER TOOLS TO
HELP SOLVE MATH PROBLEMS.

New Math Resources
Two new math resources that align to the
state’s New Illinois Standards for Mathematics
aligned to the Common Core Math Learning
Standards are being implemented. They build
on both the Standards of Mathematical Content
and the Standards of Mathematical Practices with
inquiry-based instruction. Students respond
to math lessons using a workbook/paper and
pencil format as well as with digital resources.
Students in kindergarten- through fifth-grade
are now using the Investigations 3 in Numbers,
Data, and Space curriculum by Pearson publishing. Cindy Giron, kindergarten and first grade
teacher, remarked, “I am enjoying implementing the Investigations 3 curriculum. My
students are engaged throughout the lesson.
It has many hands-on activities, which is the
best way children learn. My first graders like
using iPads in this work and completing daily
activities with their buddies.”
CONTINUES ON PAGE 2

INTRODUCING NEW TEACHERS
Hillside School welcomed six new teachers at the beginning of the school year.
Introducing:

Lizette Ortiz,
EL/ESL Teacher

Kimberly Baren,
Fifth Grade Teacher
This is Ms. Baren’s
fifth year as a teacher.
She earned a BS in
Elementary Education,
concentration in Math,
with a Middle School
Endorsement from
Eastern Illinois University, Charleston.

Chicago.

Ms. Ortiz has four years
of teaching experience.
She achieved a BA in
Elementary Education
from Northeastern
Illinois University,

“Every Hillside School staff member
strives to meet the needs of each student.
The school also makes sure that each
staff member has the necessary resources
to develop his or her craft. I’m proud to
be part of the Hillside School community.
Go Blue Jays!” Ms. Ortiz remarked.

“Hillside is a friendly environment with
hard working students and a caring staff.
I am honored to be a Blue Jay,” Ms. Baren
Mrs. Ortiz commented that she loves to
remarked.
travel and spend time with her family.
Ms. Baren is a lifelong resident
Eric Santos,
of Lombard, and graduated from
STEM Teacher
Willowbrook High School. She was a
member of her college’s marching band,
Mr. Santos is teachand currently coaches soccer at Hillside
ing the district’s
School.
new fifth- through
eighth-grade STEM
Sarah King,
(Science, Technology,
Physical Education
Engineering, Math)
curriculum. He earned a BS in Business
and Health Teacher
Administration, with a minor in Science,
Ms. King has been a
from the University of Illinois, Urbanateacher for eight years.
Champaign, and a Master of Education,
She achieved a BS in
Physical Education, with Science and Curriculum, from National
Louis University, Chicago. Additionally,
a minor in Health, from
Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo. he is recognized as a National Board
Certified Teacher, a high accomplishment,
“Hillside is a welcoming school and I am
and as a Google Certified Educator. He
so happy to be part of such a wonderful
has 10 years of teaching experience.
staff,” Ms. King stated. “The kids are really “It is refreshing to work in a tight-knit
great and I love seeing their faces every
community where all of the students and
day.”
teachers know each other, and in many
cases, have known each other from
Ms. King has four children, ages six
kindergarten through eighth grade,”
through fourteen, and lives in Western
Mr. Santos stated.
Spring. She enjoys watching her children
play many diverse sports.
He is married with three children. Mr.
Santos recently returned to his native
KELSEY
DOLAN,
Leticia Navarro,
Chicago from Phoenix, where he lived for
ENGINEER
K to Third Grade
the past eight years. He is a big Chicago
Bulls fan.
EL/ESL Teacher
Ms. Navarro brings
Nicole Umgelder,
five years of teaching
Special Education
experience to her role
Teacher
at Hillside School. She
Mrs. Umgelder is
is teaching English litteaching self-contained
eracy/English as a second language to
and resource special
Spanish speaking students. She earned
education to
a BA in Elementary Education from
seventh- and eighthNortheastern Illinois University, Chicago,
grade students. She
and an MA in Reading Education from
achieved a BA in Special and Elementary
Concordia University, River Forest, IL.
“I have received such a warm welcome at Education from Lewis University,
Romeoville, and is currently working on
Hillside School! I am delighted to be part
a Reading Specialist Master’s degree from
of this community of educators and look
Concordia University, River Forest. This is
forward to the rest of the school year!”
her tenth year of teaching.
Ms. Navarro commented.
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“Hillside School is a friendly and welcoming environment,” said Mrs. Umgelder.
“It’s the kind of place that makes you
excited to go to work each day. The other
teachers have been extremely supportive,

and the students help make each day a
great new adventure. I look forward to
the rest of the year and to the future.

New School Year
Brings CURRICULUM
RENEWAL,
IMPROVEMENTS
continues from p. 1

Anna Morgan, third grade teacher, stated, “Our new math curriculum requires
students to become problem solvers by
using several different methods to solve
real life math problems. The tools they
are using help make learning hands-on
and enjoyable.”
Sixth- through eighth-grade students
are using the Carnegie Learning’s Course
1, 2 and 3 curriculum. Cody McCants,
seventh- and eighth-grade teacher, said
“In this new math curriculum, students
are encouraged to talk through the
problems together in a student-centered
learning environment within a group
of three or four. The curriculum uses
engaging, real world problems to interest the students and teach that math is
always around them.”

Science, Technology,
Engineering, Math (STEM)
Also new this year, the “twenty-first century classroom” is underway in a new
STEM curriculum for grades five through
eight. The programming is part of the
Illinois Math and Science Academy’s
(IMSA) Fusion partnership with schools
throughout the state. IMSA developed
these instructional units. Eric Santos,
Hillside School’s STEM teacher, attended
training during the summer with other
area educators who are also partnering
with IMSA. Hillside School fifth grade
students are now exploring a unit on
“Climate Change,” which delves into
the carbon cycle and its environmental
effects. Students in grades six through
eight are studying “Materials Science”
and how different products such as
wood or plastic react and change in
different situations.

STUDENTS ARE ENGAGED IN LEARNING THROUGH
THE NEW MATH CURRICULUM.
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Principal, Board Member RETIRE
District 93 recently announced the retirement of two very
special people. Board of Education member Terisa Fitzpatrick
retired in October, while Hillside School Principal Steve Bogren
will retire on June 30, 2017.

Board Member
Terisa Fitzpatrick
Terisa Fitzpatrick has served on the
Board of Education since May 2011.
She, her husband, Bobby, and their son,
Devon, have lived in Hillside for more
than 10 years. Devon attended and
graduated from Hillside School.
Mrs. Fitzpatrick was invited to become a board member
because of her work in local scouting, and because she truly
cares about Hillside’s children. She will soon be a retired
Scouter, which is a person who has had many roles within the
scouting community.
She is extremely proud of the school’s recognition that the
involvement of the community is needed to help develop wellrounded students. “I believe when the community is involved
in the school, the students thrive,” Mrs. Fitzpatrick explained. “I
am truly grateful for the experience I’ve had participating on
the Board, and for the wonderful group of people, past and
present, that I’ve had the pleasure to know.”

“The Board of Education does the same. There are no hidden
agendas. Everyone is united in doing the very best we can for
our students.”
Every morning for the past 16 years, after the Pledge of
Allegiance is announced on the school’s loudspeaker, Princpal
Bogren says, “let’s make this a great day.” This outlook has
become part of the school’s culture. Students and teachers
often repeat the phrase to each other. It sets a mood not only
for the day, but for life.
As a former band director, music is an important part of
Principal Bogren’s life. He played trumpet in a big band for
many years. He attends the performances of the school’s
band, has performed with them, and even substituted for the
band teacher. Former students have asked him to play at their
weddings, which he gladly did.
He and his wife, Peggy, have been married 35 years. They
have two grown children: Drew, who is an auditor, and is married to Lauren, and Tori, who just began her second year as a
teacher. Principal Bogren is extremely grateful for the support
of his family, who never missed a performance when he was
a band director, came to many Hillside School activities, and
always supported him as principal.

Hillside School Principal Steve Bogren
For the past 16 years, Hillside School has had one principal:
Steve Bogren. His warmth and caring have helped make
Hillside School a second home to every student who has
attended the school. His leadership has also helped Hillside
teachers excel in an environment that they often describe as
being “like a family.”
Prior to coming to Hillside School, Principal Bogren was the
band director of a K-8 school, then served as that school’s
assistant principal. He has been an educator for 35 years.
Principal Bogren has lived by his mother’s sage advice: “If you
surround yourself with good people, good things will happen.”
He knows it works; he has seen it in action every single day
at Hillside School.
He is extremely proud of the school’s culture and people,
and that the community has always supported him and the
school’s initiatives. “It’s a wonderful community. When the
school has a need the community responds,”
Principal Bogren remarked.
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PRINCIPAL STEVEN BOGREN WITH JUST A FEW OF THE STUDENTS
WHOSE LIVES HE HAS HELPED SHAPE DURING THE PAST 16 YEARS.

Principal Bogren’s plans for retirement include
working in education in some capacity, playing trumpet, golfing, and visiting the family’s
farm in Missouri. He looks forward to spending
more quality time with family and also taking
motorcycle trips.
“I am thankful for all the genuine and heartfelt memories, smiles, and acceptance from
parents, who affirm that this is really a great
place to be,” he commented. “I have tons of
good memories from Hillside School that
will stay with me forever.”

FALL 2016

3

HILLSIDE
DISTRICT 93

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
Paid
Carol Stream, IL
Permit No. 1369

Hillside School
4804 HARRISON STREET
HILLSIDE, ILLINOIS 60162

School • Families • Community

BOARD OF EDUCATION
JENNIFER OWENS,
PRESIDENT
KAREN SLATER,
VICE PRESIDENT
DEBORAH JOHNSON,
SECRETARY
KENNETH HOLLAND
CHERESE PIERCE
DARYL RICHARDSON

FALL 2016

www.hillside93.org

Most Philosophical Students In America!

E

ach year, Hillside School students participate in the Philosophy Slam, an international competition in which students in grades K through 8 are asked to present their views, either in writing or through art, on a specific philosophical question. This year’s question
was “Imagination or knowledge: which has a
greater impact on society?” There is only one
first, second, third and fourth winner for each
grade level in the country.
This year, Hillside School had one first, one
second, one third and one fourth place winner! Also, one student received a “Special Slam
Award.” Only one of these awards is bestowed
each year.
Congratulations to:
Lyric Taylor, the “most philosophical second
grader in America!”
Raven Dortch, second place, kindergarten
Gabriel Quiroz, third place, grade two
Ava Okai, fourth place, grade five
Jewel Pettus, Special Slam Award, grade two.

WINNERS OF THE PHILOSOPHY SLAM WERE ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE HILLSIDE SCHOOL
BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS.

(The children’s grade levels are as of the last school year).
To view the winning entries, visit: http://www.philosophyslam.org/prizes_fin.html
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