Michelle Harmeier
Biography

Dr. Michelle Harmeier was selected to serve as Superintendent of the San Carlos
Elementary School District on April 5, 2018 and will begin leading the district on July 1,
2018.
Dr. Harmeier is a seasoned instructional leader who brings decades of experience as a
teacher, principal, district administrator and community builder. Her 25-year career in
education includes a vast array of experiences, including six years as a classroom teacher
and 12 years serving as a principal at both elementary and middle schools.
Her wide array of experiences and accomplishments in these varied roles includes
coaching and mentoring teachers and administrators, attracting and retaining highlyeffective teachers and district staff, and raising student achievement for all learners. She
is known for her ability to listen to all perspectives and collaborate, and for her strong
support of colleagues.
Prior to accepting the position in San Carlos, Dr. Harmeier served as Assistant
Superintendent of Human Resources for Anaheim Elementary School District, a district
with 24 elementary schools and almost 18,000 students, Dr. Harmeier also served as
Director of Human Resources for the San Mateo-Foster City School District. Before that,
she was a principal and assistant principal at several schools in Dry Creek Joint
Elementary District near Sacramento and Dixie School District in San Rafael. She began
her career in education as a sixth-grade teacher in Eureka Union School District near
Granite Bay, CA.
Over the course of her career, Dr. Harmeier has opened three new schools, earning
recognition as a California Distinguished School for one of her schools, led district
negotiating teams, managed a budget reduction process, served on a district’s Facilities

Master Plan Committee, and is assisting with implementing a new $325 million bond
program in her current district.
“I have been devoted to providing the best possible educational experience for every
student with whom I have been entrusted for the past 25 years and am honored to bring
my experience and excitement to the San Carlos School District.”
Dr. Harmeier holds a doctorate in Organizational Leadership and a master’s in
Educational Administration. Dr. Harmeier was inspired to become a teacher because of
her basketball playing and coaching experiences. She was a scholarship athlete at Cal
Poly San Luis Obispo and has shared her love of the game as a coach for middle school,
high school and community college teams.
As a horticulturist, she also brought her interests in landscape design and gardens into her
classroom instruction as well as supporting gardens in her schools.
Dr. Harmeier is married and has one son, who is completing his master’s degree in Fine
Arts at the University of Washington this summer. She and her husband, Brian, are bicycle
enthusiasts and met on a bike ride! They are part of the “slow bike movement,” advocating
bicycling as a transportation alternative.

Dr. Harmeier and Brian are in the process of moving back to the Bay Area this summer
and plan to live in the San Carlos neighborhood and become active members of the
community.

