April 2018

The Cougar Connection

Challenging all cougars to achieve—growing hearts and minds

Timber Creek Elementary School • Tomball Independent School District • Lauren Thompson, Principal
* Please note that on STAAR testing dates we have a closed
campus. Visitors are not permitted in the building on these dates.

APRIL
2-13 Dash & Bash Fundraiser
4 TCES Choir Competition @ LSC from 9 - 11:30AM
10* 4th Grade STAAR Writing / 5th Grade STAAR Math
11* 5th Grade STAAR Reading
13 	Dash and Bash
Dash Fun Run 9AM-2PM
&
Bash Event 6-9PM
18 Note Date Change: Kindergarten Registration
from 9-12PM and 1-3PM
21 Honor Choir Performance @ Lone Star
from 10AM- 3PM
23-27 Spring Book Fair
24 	Pastries w/Parents Day 7:30-8:30AM
Late Night Book Fair 5:30-7PM
26 4th Grade Field Trip
5th Grade Program 9AM Student Performance
and 6PM Parent Performance
28 TISD Fine Arts Festival @ THS 9AM- 4PM

TEAM
TIMBER
CREEK

MAY
1 2nd Grade Field Trip
7- 11 Staff Appreciation Week
8 5th Grade Field Trip
11 Kinder Community Day
14 STAAR Math grades 3 and 4 and 5th Retest
15 STAAR Reading grades 3 and 4 and 5th Retest
16 STAAR Science 5th grade
18 Field Day
25 4th Grade Wax Museum
24 3rd Grade Field Trip
28 Memorial Day- Student and Staff Holiday
29 5th Grade Picnic
31 5th Grade Promotion Ceremony

JUNE
1

End of Year Parties;
5th Grade Walk of Fame; Early release

Follow us on Twitter @TISDTCES for “real time”
updates regarding the wonderful happenings
at TCES as well as weather related dismissal changes.

A NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
As we enter our state testing season, I would like to ask all of our
parents to join our staff in a collective effort to encourage, support
and motivate our 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students on their STAAR
Journey. Let’s share a spirit of positivity and reassurance with those
students and their teachers. The anxiety and potential “preparation
fatigue” is a very real thing for both students and their team of
teacher coaches, who have worked with fierce dedication toward
student growth.
This month we will build the kids up, ensure them that they have been
more than well prepared and provide them the emotional support
needed to persevere and achieve. This is what is meant when we
say “Team Timber Creek”! It is the home- campus culture, which will
ensure our students attain the level of academic achievement that we
know they are capable of! We are Timber Creek!
With Great Pride,
Lauren Thompson, Principal

SAFETY—Mrs. Standefer

LIBRARY—Mrs. Russell

We all enjoy this time of year and love being outside to soak
up the sun. Many of our students will begin walking to and
from school every day. Please review a few safety tips with
your child. Here are a few pointers as you begin your time
outside.

The TCES Spring Book Fair will be held
the week of April 23rd-27th. The theme
for the spring fair is “Paws For Books:
Come. Stay. Read a great tale!”.

•S
 low down and stay alert to your
surroundings and always walk with
a friend.
• P ay attention to school zones and
pedestrians on the sidewalk.
• K now the route your child is taking to school and make sure
they know important phone numbers.
• P ractice stopping at the curb and looking both ways,
keeping an eye out for turning vehicles and others riding
bikes.

NURSE—Mrs. Ratcliff
As most of you have already noticed we have had
a serious pollen problem going on! Everything
has been covered by that lovely yellow film, so
you can imagine the irritation that it is causing
our bodies. Pollen is one of the most common
allergens in the United States. Pollen is an
airborne allergen, which is picked up and carried
by the wind. Various trees, grasses and weeds
create pollen, which can cause hay fever, irritate
your eyes and skin. Since it’s best to avoid the
outdoors during high pollen counts, and that’s
not always practical, here a few tips to help you
manage.
• A void long periods of time outdoors during
early morning hours or windy days
•C
 hanging clothes and rinsing skin/hair after
spending time outdoors
•M
 inimize contact with items that have come
in contact with pollen, such as pets that have
been outdoors for large periods of time
And remember, just
because you have
allergies doesn’t mean
you should stop enjoying
the outside world, just
keep these things in
mind to help you feel
your best!!

We would like to invite your entire family
to participate by visiting us at two special
events being held during our Book Fair.
The Fair will be open during Parents and
Pastries on Tuesday, April 24th before school. The book fair will also be
open for evening shopping from 5:30-7:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 26th.
In addition to these special events, students will have the opportunity to
shop at the book fair during daily grade level shopping times during the
week of book fair.
A percentage of each purchase made at the book fair is used to help fund
the purchase of new books and materials used in the library and throughout the school. Thank you for your support!
We look forward to seeing you and your family at the book fair!

COUNSELOR—Mrs. Cathcart
Our second round of STAAR will be May 14th
thru the 16th. No visitors will be allowed on
campus for security purposes on these dates.
Thank you for your cooperation and support
during this time!
• May 14th: 3rd and 4th grade Math
• May 15th: 3rd and 4th grade Reading
• May 16th: 5th grade Science

READING COACH—Mrs. Storck
Cougars Commit to Reading and Writing
Ways to help prepare your student for testing:
•G
 et a good night’s sleep and eat a healthy breakfast the morning of
the test.
• E ncourage your child to take their time on the test.
•H
 elp your child understand their body and mind so that they learn to take
brain breaks/water breaks to help them re-focus.
When practicing/reviewing work at home:
•W
 hen reading look for key vocabulary words.
• A sk your child to read the question slowly and think about what the question is asking--underline or highlight keywords that the question is asking.
•B
 reak the question into smaller parts.
•C
 ome up with an answer to the question BEFORE looking at the answer
choice. You can do this by covering up answer choices with an index card.
•B
 efore selecting an answer, read through ALL answer choices.
• E liminate obvious incorrect answers.
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TCES Tidbits

MATH COACH—Mrs. Hoffer
Easy Ways to Practice Math Skills in Daily Life
We often think of “extra math practice” as an extra worksheet or
creating word problems at home. Please remember that math
conversations can happen almost anywhere and the following
scenarios lend themselves to RICH MATH CONVERSATIONS at home:

April 26th - 4th Grade Field Trip to Sam Houston Museum
5th Graders Keep the Fun in the ‘Fun’damentals!
For many weeks of hard work and effort, the 5th graders
will enjoy a carnival theme celebration on April 9, in the
afternoon. The students have practiced on their skills and
made goals based on the benchmarks and tests they’ve
taken all year. Their efforts will be recognized with booths
of fun, festive activities. We are proud of YOU!

• Calculating the correct tip at a restaurant: Have a conversation
about how this works and challenge your children to figure it out
• Estimating what a total bill will be at a restaurant or store:
Challenge your child to know about how much small purchases
should cost and about how much change you should receive if
you are paying with cash
• Discuss how tax works on goods and services-Estimate how
much tax you should expect on a small or large purchase

Session 2 of Cougar College will conclude on April 20.
It has been another great session of innovative learning for
students and staff!

• Build a project together: Whether you are building a DIY night
stand or a model car, ask questions about the process as you go
• Calculating ingredients while baking: Have your child choose the
measuring spoons or even have them convert the amounts to
different forms of measurement

ESL COACH—Mrs. MacPhee
A t this time of year, we are busy assessing how much English language
our ESL students have acquired over the last year. The state’s
system for this TELPAS (Texas English Language Proficiency System)
was conducted between February 12 and April 6 this year. Students
were assessed in the domains of listening, speaking, writing and
reading. The TELPAS reading test was administered online to grades
2-5, as usual. However, this year, the Listening and Speaking test
was also administered online by the state to grades 2-5, as well. K-1
students were rated holistically by teachers in all domains. Writing
samples were collected and rated by teachers in K-5.

• Set savings goals: Have your child keep a running record of the
amount of money they currently have until the goal is met
The possibilities are endless! While extra math sometimes feels
like a need for more homework, it could also be as easy as a
conversation while doing regular daily tasks!

Fine Arts
5th Grade program – “Rock and Roll Forever” – April 26th
9am for the school and 6pm for parents

In previous years, score reports were available to parents by late
spring. However, this year, because of the added online tests, the state
will not report TELPAS results until late summer or early fall, so look
for these reports in your mail then. Preliminary exit decisions will be
considered by LPAC before school is out, but exit decisions will not be
made final until all STAAR and TELPAS results are in.

Fine Arts Festival – 9am-4pm – April 28th
Tomball High School – Come see amazing art work from our
school and other schools from around the district, hear the
Honor Choir sing at 12pm, the TCES Choir sing at 2:20pm in
the auditorium, and enjoy some yummy treats!

Each month this year we have had an
attendance rate lower than last year.
We need your help, parents, to stop this
negative trend!
School starts at 8:39AM and
students will receive a tardy
notice, if not in the building when
the doors close. We will need parents
to walk their child into the front office and
sign them in, if arriving after the doors
close at 8:39AM. Thank you for your
help in getting students to school, on time.
Please note district absence procedural
change, per TISD Student Handbook:
notes must be turned in within 3 days of
an absence to be excused.
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It’s time for our biggest event of the year.
Please support TCES and join us for

This month is our 6th annual Dash & Bash spring fundraiser
and this year features our Dash for Cash Color Run.
Information packets were sent home in last Wednesday’s folder!

Bid High and Bid Often at

our Silent
Auction! With amazing finds of over 100 items
and baskets there’s something for everyone!
This year we are offering many “Buy It Now”
items for instant win and checkout, a number
bidding system, and both after auction and next
week checkout. Watch out for sneak peeks on
our PTO FB posts and coming soon – our 2018
Silent Auction Guide!

The Dash for Cash

is our fun run for the kids during
the school day, complete with obstacle course and color run!
Families are encouraged to “sponsor” your child(ren) and
come out to cheer them on! Hugely popular with our kiddos,
our Dash for Cash is a healthy and active
way to support our children and financially
support Timber Creek! Our fun run goal
this year is to raise $10,000 in pledges!
The class with the most participation
in returned Dash pledges will receive a
GLOW PARTY!
The Bash:

From 6-9pm time to
celebrate with the biggest BASH of
they year! All families welcome to
come party with music, games, balloon
artists, photo booth, exciting activities,
food vendors, treats from our famous
Sweet Shoppe, and a chance to win prizes from our kids raffle!
A super family fun way to support Timber Creek, wristbands and
tickets are available for advance purchase through the packet
or at our event. So why stand in line?

&

Haven’t signed up yet to
help out? Please email our Volunteer

Chairperson: Jenn Kable: tcespto.volunteer@
gmail.com. Or volunteer via Signup Genius:
Dash

www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4fa4a82ea3f58-5thannual
Bash

www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4fa4a82ea3f58-6thannual
Sweet Shoppe

www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4fa4a82ea3f58-dash1
Jr. High Volunteers (7th and 8th grade only) & High School
Volunteers welcome! (credit for volunteer hours given)

A special shout out to our Timber Creek Family business sponsors: Bradbury Brothers for sponsoring our “Cool Zone” at the Dash!
And, Creekside Park Cosmetic and Family Dentistry- Sweet Shoppe, Tycoon Advertising Group- Dash Obstacles!

PTO Executive Board Elections are
in May! Have good ideas or want to
be a decision maker for our PTO?
All Executive Board positions are
open for the 2018-2019 school year.

We need volunteers to keep PTO going at Timber Creek! Without a PTO
TCES could miss out on lots of funding for educational materials, campus security
equipment, playground equipment, field trips, software and hardware.
Without our PTO, TCES also misses out on a bank of volunteers, and our amazing
events like Monster Mash, Santa’s Workshop, and Dash & Bash, not to mention a
voice that represents our parents! Pay It Forward – be a leader for our PTO!

Good Luck to all of our 4th & 5th grade students and
teachers on STAAR Testing! You’ve Got This!

Like Us on FACEBOOK! @ TimberCreekElementaryPTO
& Add us to your News Feed to get updates
on what’s happening with our PTO!

