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Reed City Area Public Schools:
Supporting Our Community Financially
by Steven Westhoff, Superintendent

Supporting the community in which you live, work and do business is extremely important. We
want you to know that we do everything we can to support our community financially; in other words, we
work hard to keep the dollars that you give us at home through support of other businesses – the
businesses where some of you work and that others own.
We currently employ 195 people on a full-time basis and another 25-30 part time. Of all of our
employees, 81% live within the school district earning in salaries and benefits $10,097,304. Now, that’s
a lot of money going back to our community. But that’s not all. We also purchase all kinds of goods and
services locally. During the last school year, we purchased a total of $96,049 from 31 different local
businesses, and we’d like to be able to do more.
As a school district, we always look for the best deal possible when we spend your tax dollars.
We even have a policy that allows us to purchase more expensive local products (up to five percent
more in cost) when we go through the bid process. We consider local service, the cost of service out of
town along with warranty work and response time. Sometimes, however, the amount we can save out of
town warrants that we purchase other places. As a consumer, I’m sure if you could save $3,000 or
$4,000 on an item that may be available 50 to 60 miles away, you’d probably be headed in that direction.
This results in some of our local folks being upset, and I want you to know that we don’t like it a whole lot
either; however, we need all the dollars we can find to spend on our kids – the reasons we’re here.
Our entire budget for the 2007-08 school year in terms of revenue is $14,059,340. That means
that at least 72.5% of every dollar we brought in went right back to the local community. I think that’s
pretty good community support. Of course, our community does an outstanding job of supporting us,
too. We thank all of you for your outstanding support; we’d be nothing without you! I guess the key
words here are support and community; you’re the reason for our success.
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The Board of Education typically meets
the THIRD Monday of every month, with
a work/study session scheduled at 6 p.m.
and a regular monthly meeting at 7 p.m.
The meetings are held in the Porteous
Academic Center (f/k/a MS/HS Library),
and are open to the public. Any changes
to the meeting schedule may be found
on the Board of Education page at
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us.
Approved
minutes of meetings will be available
online or at the Office of the
Superintendent, 829 South Chestnut
Street, Suite A, in Reed City. Notices of
special
meetings
and
committee
meetings are publicly posted online and
at the Office of the Superintendent.
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School Scheduling Changes
Information regarding school
closing or schedule changes
due to severe weather is
available on the following radio
and TV stations throughout the
school year:
FM Radio Stations TV Stations
WYBR 102.3
WWBR 100.9
WTCM 103.5
WKJF
92.9
WLXZ
96.7
WOLW 91.1

TV 9 & 10
TV 7 & 4
TV 8
TV 13
Fox 33

Looking for more?
Check Out our New Web Site
We continue to update and
improve our web site. For
school information including the
Board of Education, district
policies,
calendars
on
WebEvent, school staff, contact
information, and much more,
please
visit
us
at
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us.

This edition of the COYOTE NEWS is provided to you by Reed City Middle School, Reed City Community High and
Reed City Community Education administrators and staff. We hope you enjoy its contents!

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES
NORMAN ELEMENTARY and REED CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL
March10: K-5 Conferences – Conferences at Norman are scheduled; please contact office.
6-8 Conferences – 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.; 1-3 p.m.; and 4-7 p.m.

Community Education
Winter Enrichment Classes
Reed City Community Education classes began the week of January 25 and are continuing through
February. Current class offerings include: Introduction to Computers; Beginning Knitting; Crocheting;
Genealogy; Oil Painting; Water Color Painting (register by February 20); and Cake Decorating. Most
classes, with the exception of Water Color Painting, are now closed for sign up, but more offerings will be
available during spring session of enrichment classes. Which leads us to …
Spring Enrichment Classes
Reed City Community Education is now in the process of selecting teachers for its spring enrichment
programs. If you have a special talent or skill and you would like to showcase it through teaching others,
then we would like to hear from you. Please call (231) 832-5517 to obtain more information.
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Community Agencies Assist Alternative Education Students
by Kris Griffin, Principal

Community Mental Health for Central Michigan (CMHCM) and Reed City Community High
(Alternative Education) are working together to provide an exciting opportunity for our students. The
Social Skills Group is a class for students who are currently attending Alternative Education. The class
will meet weekly for twelve weeks. The instructors for the class are Brenda Battle and Ari Koss; they will
be assisted by the Alternative Education teachers, Mary Allen and Karen Knapp.
The class will focus on understanding what effective communication is, understanding and
practicing healthy ways of handling conflict in our lives, and developing skills related to the following
topics: personal assessment and awareness; self esteem and positive self talk; self control; personal
health and wellness; stress management; vision of the future; risk taking and decision making; diversity;
and social support and community.
Ten-Sixteen Recovery Network is also coming into Reed City alternative education to do a
program called Project Success. Kim Livingston is the instructor for this class. We are very fortunate to
have Kim coming into our schools. She worked for many years at Human Aid prior to its office being
closed. Many of our students are familiar with Kim as she taught the Duncan series in our elementary
school.
Project Success focuses on drug and alcohol prevention and education. Many of our students
are faced with these challenges each day, either for themselves, a family member or a friend. We are
hoping that this will provide them with the knowledge and resources available to stay out of trouble with
drugs and/or alcohol.
Reed City Area Public Schools is very grateful to have community agencies offer their resources to our
students. Working together CAN make a difference in the life of a child.

Meet Lady Allison Marie
by Karen Knapp, Teacher – Community High

Better known as “Allie” around the Community High building, Lady
Allison has become another member of our staff. Allie is an AKC registered
Labrador Retriever owned by teacher Karen Knapp. Allie started the school
year coming into the building every Monday and expanded her job to Mondays
and Fridays as well as other special occasions.
Karen started the year with Allie to help teach her classroom rules and
thought she would bring Allie in on a regular basis as a reminder of the rules
and what she expected from her students. She also knew that her students
would grow to love Allie as much as her family does. Karen wanted Allie to be
available to our students because she knows that high school students have a lot of stress, and a dog
can be great therapy to help in that area. Allie has done her job well. She has been next to the upset
student when needed and took all the hugs dished out when tears were shed.
Allie has grown to care about the students as well. She knows when Monday comes around and is
dancing around the house in the morning waiting to get in the car. When she arrives in the building, she
bounds down the hallway, whipping everyone with her tail as she greets them. Our students have
become part of her family. When someone new enters the building, Allie goes into protection mode and
will growl and raise her hair on her back. She wants to warn strangers that she is there and there better
not be any nonsense from them. Once she realizes that they are okay, she quickly changes her stance
and welcomes them to pet her. Allie has quickly become another member of our Community High family.
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RCMS 2 nd Annual Science Fair
by Rebecca Adams-Hutchinson, RCMS Teacher

On January 7, the Middle School
science department kicked off the
Second Annual Reed City Middle
School Science Fair. All middle
school students worked in class
through the month of January to
complete their projects.
Each
project included a question,
experiment,
and
conclusion
designed and executed by the
students themselves.

The entire science department is
really excited about the students
working on their science fair
projects.
This process is an
excellent way for the students to
model the work of scientists in the
field. This is the second time
through the science fair, for most
students, and improvements in
quality are truly spectacular.

March 10, at the middle school
(the same night as Parent
Teacher conferences). During the
showcase,
the
science
department will recognize the top
one hundred students for their
accomplishments.
Those
students will then have the
opportunity to take their projects
to the Regional Science Fair at
Ferris State University March 25.

All students will showcase their
work for their parents and
community members Monday,

SKI CLUB TRIP DATES
This year has seen a large increase in participation in Middle School Ski Club. Mrs. York is the
sponsor and has done a lot of work with the students to raise money in an effort to keep costs affordable. Ski
club has worked at dances and sold suckers.
Over sixty students attended the first trip and had a great time. There are a total of four trips this year.
The final two trips are scheduled for February 14, and February 28. Trips leave after school and return about
10 p.m. The cost for the bus ride and lift ticket is $15 plus $2 to rent skis or $8 to rent a snow board for those
who need to rent.
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Extreme Gamers Guild (EGG) Fun Nights
by Tim Webster, Principal – RCMS

With the school year half way completed,
the EGG has already enjoyed two awesome
video game gatherings and has one more in
sight by year’s end.

building supplies to make a “crossbow and
catapult” game for a more traditional, hands-on
type of fun.

The first Extreme Gamers Guild had over
50 young gamers coming together on a chilly
November evening in 2007. Game systems
and TVs lined the gym for students and
teachers to test their mental and physical
agility.

The food was awesome with plenty of
pizzas, snacks, soda, and hot dogs. A special
thank you goes out to The Nestle Inn for their
food donations. The gamers went home very
sleepy but with a cool t-shirt and plenty of fun
memories.
Some new games like Guitar Hero and Wii
Sports require the participant to run, throw, jam
on electric guitars, and more. Video game
races and digital sword play also provided
entertainment.

Wii Boxing and Halo were both popular
digital tournaments. This EGG gathering went
beyond electronics though. Students used
Legos, Kinnex, rubber bands, and other

The most recent get together was
January 25. About 35 student gamers stayed
after school from 3:15 until 10 p.m. and played
video and computer games. Again, a new style
T-shirt and lots of food made for a lot of gaming
fun. Messrs. Nista. Howe, Van Scoyoc and
Zolman volunteer their time but have been
accused of having more fun than the kids.
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WINTER OLYMPICS RETURNS: 8 th Annual Winter Games
by Tim Webster, Principal
th

We are preparing for the 8 Annual Winter Olympics. This year Winter Olympics week will start on Monday,
February 11, 2008. The purpose of the Winter Olympics is to build school spirit, school pride, and it is also used as
an emotional lift. As always, it gives students something different and fun during the long stretch of time between
the holiday break and spring.
We will divide all the students in the school into eight “countries” (teams) and have Olympic-style competitions each
afternoon during the week. We will run a shortened schedule each day allowing one period at the end of the day
for each daily assembly. The daily team competitions this year will be:
Lightning Basketball
Name That Tune
2,400 Pound Tug of War
Team Dodge Ball
Wacky Obstacle Course

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

For pictures from past Middle School
Olympics, please visit our web site at:
http://www.reedcity.k12.mi.us/schools/rcms
_images/rcms_photo_gallery.htm

We will give gold, silver, and bronze medals to the winning three teams daily. A Spirit Award will be presented at
the end of the week to the team who had the most members participate in the daily dress up, the best spirit, and
demonstrated the best sportsmanship during the Olympic Week.
Every student must participate in at least one of the competition events. Winter Olympics week is a tradition and
has always been a highlight for the students and staff. The school spirit and enthusiasm students show during this
time is amazing. Feel free to stop in to observe any of the activities.

Middle School Student Council
by Tracie Koopman., Teacher – RCMS

Student Council sponsored a canned food drive
in November. We collected almost 2,000 cans.
When we delivered the cans to the food pantry,
they said their shelves were so low that they
were about to turn people away. Our donation
couldn't have come at a better time and many
families were served.

in our school who needed a little extra help this
year. In all, we shopped for three large families
and purchased many different Christmas
presents, including clothes, toys, etc. In total,
we spent over $1,200. We received notes from
some of the families thanking us for making their
Christmas brighter.
The student council
members enjoyed shopping and wrapping and
the sense of a "giving spirit" that this event
provided.
We had a successful fundraiser this fall. In
addition to the shopping trip, the money was
used to purchase basketballs for the gym, TVs
with built-in DVD and Video players on carts for
each department, overhead projectors to be
signed out as needed in the classrooms, and a
holiday party for all students that included
money for each student to spend on
concessions.

Student Council sponsored a Christmas
shopping trip to buy presents for several families

Our most recent project is the sponsoring of this
year’s Valentine's Dance which was held on
February 1.

