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School Safety Top Priority

This edition of the School News Roll Call
is dedicated to the topic of school safety. In
the wake of another national tragedy, we
believe there is an opportunity to engage
in a different level conversation about how
to protect and empower our students. For a
myriad of reasons, the most recent event in
Florida has seemed to create a tipping point
Donald B.
in the national dialogue. As always, I am
Austin, Ed.D.
confident that the next right answers will
Superintendent
come from engaging our kids, partnering with
our communities, and educating our staff.
If meaningful change is to come about, we should use
this time to reflect with purpose and plan strategically.
Quick decisions made during times of emotion rarely lead
to the best outcomes. Instead, we need to fully evaluate our
support systems for students, campus security, response
plans with local agencies, and clear expectations from all
involved with our schools. To this end, we already had
plans in place for drills that happen to land in the very near
future on our sites. In the event of an emergency, we believe
that there should be no doubt as to the desired response.
Training is within our control and is taken seriously.
No security system or perimeter fence is as effective
as sharing information. We encourage everyone to speak
with your site leaders if you have concerns about your own
children or believe you have information that is important
to share. Schools should be full of laughter and happy
memories. We are committed to protecting your children
as our top priority. Thank you for trusting us with your kids
and helping us to maintain some of the safest schools in the
nation.
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Supporting Emotional Safety
In light of the recent events in our
country, the safety of our children is at
the forefront of our minds. As parents,
it is our role and responsibility to do our
best to ensure that our children have the
opportunity to grow up to be healthy, happy,
Christine Byrne and successful in whatever path they have
Executive Director chosen for themselves. To get our children to
that point, we teach them right from wrong,
enroll them in the best schools, encourage their passions
in sports, music, the arts, and help them any way we can
along the way.
For our children to thrive, they not only need to be
physically safe, but emotionally safe. They need someone
that they can learn from and count on as they navigate
the world outside of their homes and families. The Safe
School Counselors, funded by the Peninsula Education
Foundation at the middle school level, are part of this
support. They help our children as they transition into
middle school and the teenage years and navigate through
social situations with their peers. They educate our
children on how to be supportive friends, how to make
good choices when faced with peer pressure, and how to
manage stress.
Our children have a trusted person in the Safe School
Counselors to go to in times of need beyond their support
system at home. This compliments the emotional support
the district also has in place at the elementary and high
school levels for our children.
To help us as parents, the Peninsula Education
Foundation partnered with the district and began offering
Parent University. Although Parent University was
established to help support parents with middle school
children, many of the amazing speakers that have come to
talk and share their knowledge with us are those who know
the most about techniques and interventions appropriate
for children of all ages.
As we look at how to best address the physical safety
of our children, it’s comforting to know that there are
people in place, such as the Safe School Counselors, who
are already supporting the emotional safety of our children
as they individuate and become the strong leaders of
the future. On behalf of our Board of Trustees, I want to
thank all of you who donate to the Peninsula Education
Foundation. Without your contributions we would not be
able to maintain our support of programs such as these.
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We are quickly approaching the
end of another school year. In this
issue you will read about school safety
and emergency preparedness. With
another national tragedy this subject
is at the forefront of the minds of
parents, community members and
educators. Everyone needs to join the
conversation for continued diligence
and solutions.

Net a Ma dison

Netragrednik

On a lighter note, we have included
pages of student book reviews to help
with your choices as we approach
summer break. Thank you for your
nice messages as you send your
answers to the contests. Every age is
welcome to enter.
Our last issue for this school year
is May 30.

Copyright © 2006, School News Roll Call, LLC
Reproduction in whole or in part without written
permission is strictly prohibited unless otherwise stated.
Opinions expressed by contributing writers and guest
columnists are their views and not necessarily those of
School News Roll Call. This publication is privately
owned and the right is reserved to select and edit content.
The Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District does
not endorse the advertisers in this publication.
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Palos Verdes Library District
701 Silver Spur Rd., Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274 • 310/921-7500 • www.pvld.org

New Service for
“Mighty Masterminds”

strategies that can make anyone a skilled
researcher. The librarians will guide,
advise and teach students to locate the
best possible books, magazine articles
and web sites on any topic from sea
turtles to solar energy to late Colonial
America.
Each week the librarians will focus
on the use of a different library tool,
allowing students to master World Book
Online, NoveList K-8 Plus, OverDrive
and many more. By attending multiple
sessions, a student will soon become a
mighty mastermind of research.
To see for yourself, please drop by the
Peninsula Center Library Young Readers
Department on Mondays in April from
2:30–3 p.m. Sessions are free, and no
registration is required.
Questions or comments? Speak to a
librarian at one of PVLD’s branches.

Do you have a student
(in grades 3 and up)
who could use some help
unleashing his/her research
powers to complete school
assignments? During the
Laura Henry
month of April, a new afterYoung Readers
Manager
school initiative at PVLD’s
Peninsula Center Library
aims to transform any such student into a
“mighty mastermind” of research.
Held on Mondays in April from 2:30–3
p.m., the “Mighty Masterminds” program
will offer students, parents and caregivers
a series of hands-on demonstrations of
how to find whatever they need at the
library and online. Our librarians—the
unsung heroes of research—will reveal
the secret resources, methods, and

PVP Council of PTAs
Emergency Preparedness

By Community Outreach team - Timothy Massey, Judy
Gilligan, and Cheryl Dawson.
The Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District
(PVPUSD) PTA is committed to student safety. School
safety is a priority for all parents, educators, students, and
community members that cannot be taken lightly. Each day,
our schools are entrusted with providing a safe learning
environment for approximately 11,500 students.
The PTA supports PVPUSD in enforcing and adhering
to federal, state and local requirements by providing
planning, training and volunteers to support the district
and individual school with emergency preparedness needs.
Each school maintains a large inventory of supplies that
could sustain the school during a major crisis.

Lose 20-30 lbs
in 6 weeks

d
Lost 56 pounds an
s
ek
we
6
in
es
34 inch

Call 310-541-4209
Ambient Chiropractic and Wellness
Inside the Promenade on the Peninsula
550 Deep Valley Drive, Suite 281• Rolling Hills Estates, CA • 90274
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Dedicated groups of parents
work on activities ranging from
providing first-aid supplies, shelterin-place equipment, water, food,
and organizing volunteers to
assist in disaster drills of any type
throughout the academic school
year. During the drills, parent
volunteers observe and provide
feedback and evaluation to school
administrators.
To stay current, the PTA offers the schools many
resources and sponsored safety courses and coordinates
campus visits by police and fire departments and
medical specialists. This year one of our main messages
has been the communication of the “run, hide, fight”
protocol, approved by U.S. Department of Homeland
Security, International Association of Chiefs of Police,
Department of Education, and Department of Justice. The
“run, hide, fight” principle is sound, but, as in all
emergencies, there is not a “one size fits all” approach.
We stress in training and drills that the staff should only
perform actions they deem appropriate and necessary.
Threats, both man-made and natural, are unpredictable.
Preventing these events may not even be possible. But,
with careful planning and vigilant training, we can reduce
their impact. Together we can make schools safer for our
teachers and children.

Cornerstone @ Pedregal Elementary School
6069 Groveoak Pl., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-2261 • 310/378-0324

Focusing on Our Strengths
At Cornerstone School at Pedregal,
we strive to provide both a physical and
emotionally safe environment for all
students. We keep the campus clean and the
playground equipment in working order. The
beauty of having our teaching parents work
Michele Marcus with us is that students always have an adult
nearby should they need any assistance. We
Principal
regularly hold drills and review our safety
plan to make sure we are as prepared as possible for any
unexpected occurrences.
Beyond keeping the campus safe, an extremely
important focus is the emotional safety of our students.
Adopting a growth mindset schoolwide lets students know
that it is safe to make mistakes. From these mistakes,
learning happens. Our new positive behavior matrix,
the ABCs of Cornerstone, ensures students know how to
Act safely, Be responsible, and Care for others (ABC) in
all areas of the school, providing a safe environment for
everyone. Focusing on John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success
arms students with the knowledge that they are successful
and strong simply for giving their personal best.

Something new this year, implemented in both fourth
and fifth grades, was a courage lesson, taught by one of our
Cornerstone parents. Students learned how to recognize
their own inner strength and be more self-aware in their
surroundings. Our staff makes every effort to get to know
children as more than just students. We listen when
students share about their interests outside of school and
ask questions that help us understand what makes each of
them unique and special. Our student support specialist
and school psychologist are available for students to talk
to when they need a listening ear. And not a day goes by
that a student doesn’t walk into the office to talk with the
office staff or principal, sometimes about a problem on the
playground or sometimes just to talk about their day.
At Cornerstone, we believe we are all responsible for
student success and growth. We take care of not just those
students on our own rosters but all students on campus.
Students are reminded of this when teachers other than
their own greet them in the hallways and help them when
they need it. Every adult on campus has a common focus
on ensuring that our students leave elementary school
knowing that they all have strengths and are ready to move
forward in the world in a positive and impactful way.

Dapplegray Elementary School
3011 Palos Verdes Dr. North, Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274-7303 • 310/541-3706

Safety First
When what you cherish most, your child,
is dropped off at school, you want to know
the school has thought of everything possible
to keep him or her safe. The burden of this
responsibility is shared by every Dapplegray
Elementary School staff member. But this
Nancy Parsons responsibility entails more than simply
physical safety. It includes the emotional
Principal
safety necessary for children to learn and
grow to reach their greatest potential. This is the intricate,
complex task facing our schools and we take it seriously.
Teachers are the first and most important connection
for every child. It is in the classrooms that children are
supported, challenged academically, and counseled
through social situations. Social-emotional learning
opportunities provide students with the tools to
communicate more effectively and appropriately while
building resiliency. Teachers and other staff members
build relationships with students and utilize the support of
mental health personnel when necessary.
Carefully and frequently evaluating school safety is
critical to our mission, and it is important to be sure our
community is aware of our current practices. A full school
safety plan, updated annually, is in place. Fire drills are
held monthly, and earthquake and crisis response drills
Covering the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District

are held annually, with complete staff and community
participation, including PTA and local law enforcement
to observe, advise, and debrief. Recent national events
triggered an on-site consultation with Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department, which concluded with suggestions
for simple but important changes to evacuation plans
and teacher training. A full-scale training run by the Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) is planned for all Palos Verdes
Peninsula Unified School District staff in coming months.
Parents and
community members
can be confident that
Dapplegray, and all
schools in the district,
are among the best
prepared to provide
quick responses that
put your child’s safety
first in case of an
emergency. It is our
duty and privilege to
honor your trust by
making that guarantee
Thank you! Dapplegray volunteers
to the Dapplegray
make sure school safety
family.
is an everyday occurrence!
April / May 2018
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Lunada Bay Elementary School
520 Paseo Lunado, Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274-4377 • 310/377-3005

Ready to Serve

safety, and also actively encourage them to be proactive
in reporting unusual or concerning observations. They
know our children, our families, and they care about local
safety. This empowerment resonates within the student
community.
Our staff works hard to practice and analyze safety
plans with the district and law enforcement agencies. We
draw comfort in knowing that our partnerships within our
community are strong. And while we cannot anticipate
the unthinkable, we can be certain that our school is
surrounded by a committed community of adults who are
present, available, and ready to respond to our needs.

Lunada Bay is a neighborhood school
where children, staff, and teachers greet
each other by name.
This personal sentiment means a lot to
our school. Each student is considered to
be “our student,” whether or not they are
assigned to a particular classroom or teacher.
Julie Tarango
The well-being of each child is important to
Principal
every adult, from parents to staff to teachers.
As stakeholders of Lunada Bay, we proudly claim that we
are “One School, One Team, One Family.” We take this
commitment seriously.
Establishing a care and support
system for our students is a school-wide
initiative supported by staff, teachers,
parents, district administration,
community partnerships, and local law
enforcement agencies. This endeavor is a
critical component to school safety.
This year we welcomed our student
support specialist, Ms. Gonzalez. She
provides weekly support on campus
by leading activities for kindergarten
classes and facilitating social groups on
the playground, with a focus on bullying
prevention. Prevention and intervention
efforts and strategies implemented at the
elementary level will help our students
for years to come.
The Palos Verdes Estates Police
Department has also become a welcome
addition to our campus security.
Palos Verdes Estates Police Officers visit our Flag Ceremony to help students understand
Officers talk with students about
how they can keep themselves safe at school and in their community.

Palos Verdes Intermediate School
2161 Via Olivera, Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274-1983 • 310/544-4816

Culture of Caring
When each of us heads off to school, we
bring along with us our experiences, feelings,
thoughts and opinions about the world
around us. When the news on a national
and local level is filled with concerns about
school safety, it is important for all school
Trista Ramirez staff to remember that our children and
families are impacted by what they are
Principal
seeing and hearing. During times like these,
it is important for all educators to tend to the needs of our
students and the climates of our schools.
It is critical that we are creating a school climate that
supports positivity, connections and stability, allowing our
students and staff to feel a sense of security and safety.
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While it may sound simple, we can begin by escalating
kindness on our campuses. This intentional yet essential
action can help foster a positive and healthy school climate.
When we are promoting a culture of kindness, it is more
likely that we will recognize when others are in need and
find ways to reach out with support.
Our students are in the best position to help create
healthy, caring, safe school climates if they are engaged
and empowered to do so. It is important that our school
community continues to work together to create a sense of
connection and family. We need to trust in our community
and work together to create a safe environment where all
stakeholders feel empowered to speak up and support a
culture of care for all.

Mira Catalina Elementary School
30511 Lucania Dr., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-6272 • 310/377-6731

A Safe Place to Learn
Mira Catalina Elementary School sits on
a pristine piece of land a view of Catalina
Island. It is a rather large campus by
elementary school standards, and one where
I feel very lucky to come to work each and
every day.
Elementary schools are a “home” for our
Brett Egan
students through their developing years and
Principal
one that students should look back upon
fondly. Our goal at Mira Catalina is to provide opportunities
for our students to feel successful and to develop positive
relationships while they are on our campus. This is
something that the entire staff works to accomplish each
and every day. I often think of the Maya Angelou quote, “At
the end of the day, people won’t remember what you said
or did. They will remember how you made them feel.” Each
day at Mira Catalina, we strive to give our students positive
feelings about all aspects of school.
School safety is something that has been on many of
our minds over the last several years. As a parent of three
children who are currently in elementary school, it is
something I think about often. I am often asked questions
about our security protocols and the fencing around our

campus. These are all valid questions and discussions we
should have as a school community. We have plans and
procedures for every possible security situation and these
plans are reviewed with staff multiple times a year. But I
recognize that our students feeling safe is a high priority.
I often say that every single student at Mira Catalina has
a right to come to school and feel safe from harassment
or unfair treatment. If we continue to make our students
our focus and give them a positive experience at school, I
believe our school will remain a safe place for all.

Miraleste Intermediate School
29323 Palos Verdes Dr. East, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-6470 • 310/732-0900

Safe School Counselor
The safety of our students is our top
priority. Nothing makes me lose sleep more
than the thought of someone coming to our
school with the intent to harm innocents.
And nothing confuses me more than trying
to understand how someone could do a deed
Frank Califano such as that. So, we prepare. We run drills.
We encourage our students to be aware of
Principal
their surroundings and to report anything
that is out of the ordinary.
In my opinion, we must also turn our focus to the mental
health of our students. Social media has created a whole
new spectrum of issues that many of us did not have to deal
with growing up. At Miraleste Intermediate School (MIS),
we have an asset in Safe School Counselor Lisa Larson, who
focuses on all of these issues and more.
The programs Lisa has in place are focused on the
well-being of the students of MIS. Her annual goal is to
foster positive relationships, a sense of family, and, most
importantly, the safety of all students. From running
events and helping with incoming sixth-grade transition to
class discussions on harassment, sexual harassment, and
technology safety, Lisa has programs for every student. But
Covering the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District

Lisa’s most important work is counseling, and with that
comes a very good pulse of what is happening on the MIS
campus. Students trust her and talk plainly with her about
issues that are occurring in their own lives and at school.
With her help, we have been able to intervene and conflict
mediate numerous situations that could have turned out
differently.
Lisa’s job description is to help students to achieve the
healthiest and highest social-emotional function possible.
Mrs. Lisa Larson works relentlessly to make that a reality at
Miraleste. We are extremely lucky to have her.
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Montemalaga Elementary School
1121 Via Nogales, Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274-1671 • 310/378-5228

A Safe School Environment
Students learn best in a safe and
nurturing school environment. Staff and
administration work collaboratively to create
structures to support all students in reaching
their personal best.
At Montemalaga Elementary School,
students
are able to talk to a number of
Jody Pastell
different adults when they are feeling sad,
Principal
have an idea, have a concern, or want to
report a situation. We have been able to focus on socialemotional learning and monthly character traits to develop
the “whole child,” so students know how to react to
situations and be responsible citizens. By understanding
the emotional needs of our students, our staff does an
excellent job of creating a safe school environment.
Every student is important and every student has
advocates at our school. A student support specialist
works is on campus one day each week. The student
support specialist meets with small groups during the
day and presents social skills lessons to classes at all
grade levels, from Transitional Kindergarten through
fifth grade. Our school psychologist meets regularly with
teachers to monitor student emotional and academic

success. Additionally, informal discussions are held daily
to “problem solve” and be pro-active regarding student
relationships and interactions.
Montemalaga also has school-wide safety procedures in
place. We conduct monthly fire drills, where every single
student evacuates the school buildings and is accounted
for. Lockdown drills are practiced regularly, along with
fall and spring disaster drills. All students know to
listen for instructions before exiting a building. We have
inside lock blocks on doors, and we offer staff training in
cardiopulmonary resuscitation and first aid every other
year. Our comprehensive School Safety Plan is updated
each year, along with the School Emergency Plan and
Single Plan for Student Achievement. These documents
provide the framework for our safe school environment.
School safety is a top priority. We have to be aware
of our immediate environment and surroundings at all
times. We also have to be aware and informed about the
emotional needs and development of every single child. At
Montemalaga, working with the school district, the Palos
Verdes Estates Police Department, our PTA, and our staff,
we continue to explore all ideas for increased school safety
in the future.

Palos Verdes High School
600 Cloyden Rd., Palos Verdes, Estates, CA 90274-1869 • 310/378-8471

Vigilant, Proactive Measures
Our profession is a calling. It is a
responsibility unlike any other job because
we look after the well-being and safety of
students; they are our future and the most
precious of beings.
School safety is a team effort. One person
Charles Park, Ed.D. alone cannot secure a campus. It takes the
vigilant, proactive monitoring of our campus,
Principal
and it takes a village. Palos Verdes High
School has an amazing relationship with Palos Verdes
Estates Police Department (PVEPD), which secures over a
five-mile radius and is our dedicated police department.
I have participated in active-shooter drills with PVEPD
in which we scoured our campus at nighttime in diamond
formations to go over our response in different parts of our
campus. In July of last year, there was a call to dispatch—
they said that there was an active shooter at our school. It
was a false alarm, but within 40 seconds, we had PVEPD
on our campus, and Chief Velez and I were communicating
each step of the way to coordinate our teams to secure our
campus.
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Our faculty and staff scheduled an active-shooter
training session back in December with a professional
organization that trains schools to create safety plans
that best fit their needs. Our training was in March, and
the organization is assessing our blueprints to place us in
various scenarios that we need to be ready for.
In multiple interviews with Live from 205 and in
speaking to my students, I know that we feel confident
that PVEPD will overpower and overwhelm any aggressor
on our campus. Moreover, our school’s relationship with
PVEPD is symbiotic. Chief Velez and I know that we must
engage our students, so we are starting the Chief Student
Council in which the chief will work with a small group
of student leaders and teach them about civic service and
leadership. More importantly, we can never settle and think
that we are ready for every scenario—we must always be
on high alert and have a sense of urgency about safety at
all times and practice drills with coordinated efforts with
police.
Thank you in advance, parents and students, for your
cooperation and support for our work in increasing school
safety through more training and awareness.

Palos Verdes Peninsula High School
27118 Silver Spur Rd., Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274-2300 • 310/377-4888

Safety Always a Concern
When we bring infants home from the
hospital, we wrap them in blankets to keep
them warm and strap them into five-point
harnesses as we drive. Before long, we are
reminding them not to run with food in
their mouths and to look both ways before
crossing the street. And the arrival of high
Brent
school brings parents a new set of concerns
Kuykendall
Principal
about their children, leading to the frequent
observation that “little children have littler
problems, and big children have bigger problems.”
As adults, we are well aware of the dangers in our world,
yet we find ways to stay resilient in the face of unpleasant
realities. But as high school students increasingly become
aware of these same realities, parents are challenged
to protect them while at the same time fostering their
growing independence.

We are all aware of national conversations about school
safety, but perhaps it is better described as child safety,
for it reminds us that we all share in the responsibility for
their physical and emotional well-being. When we hold
earthquake drills on our campus, we hope that students
carry our lessons home with them since earthquakes
can happen anywhere at any time. And when you talk to
your children at home about maintaining healthy peer
relationships, it contributes to an outstanding school
culture that we could never develop on our own.
For my part, it is my priority to make sure that every
single student has an adult on our campus that they feel
comfortable talking to whether it is a teacher, a counselor, a
coach, an administrator or a member of our classified staff.
Please reinforce that with your sons and daughters, and if
you feel they have yet to develop such a relationship on our
campus, don’t hesitate to reach out directly to me. I assure
you that nothing is more important to me.

Point Vicente Elementary School
30540 Rue de la Pierre, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-5364 • 310/377-6972

As Ever, Families
At Point Vicente—really, at all of our
schools—we know that students need to feel
safe in order to learn. We know that parents
need to feel that school is a safe and nurturing
place for their children. We are constantly
assessing our practices and routines to
identify what we can do to establish this
Beth Hadley
zone of safety for our students, and we will
Principal
continue to make this our priority.
Parents are a big part of our school routines that make
school safe. We promote traffic patterns and safety in the
school parking lot. Our parents sign in at the main office
when they come to volunteer on campus. We are highly
alert in the monitoring of our campus.
We are located in a sheltered neighborhood, and we
are lucky enough to have many school families who live
adjacent to our school. They keep an eye on our facility and

Covering the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District

alert us to concerns. We treasure those relationships and
appreciate the dedication they have for our school.
Our staff knows that we all are responsible for the
vigilance our students deserve. Last year, a district
administrator was visiting our campus, and he was not
displaying his district badge. A staff member approached
him and asked him to identify himself, which earned
our staff member thanks and praise from the district
administrator! Our alert staff members are always
monitoring our campus.
Our teachers take this responsibility seriously. We have
multiple practices, drills, simulations and reviews of the
procedures we follow in the event of threats or events. Our
PTA and our district leaders support us with supplies that
we maintain to take care of the children. We reflect on
our planning and preparation, and identify next steps for
training and practice.

April / May 2018
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Rancho del Mar High School
38 Crest Road West, Rolling Hills, CA 90274-5058 • 310/377-6691

Getting Students Connected
“Connectedness” is “a state of joining
or linking” or “a feeling of belonging to, or
having an affinity to a particular person or
group.” At Rancho Del Mar High School, we
prefer the second definition. We strive to
achieve that feeling of belonging every time a
student enrolls at our school, and we work to
Micah Farrell
nourish that feeling.
Principal
Most educational research regarding
connectedness to school and students states that risktaking behaviors, such as experimentation with drugs and
alcohol, are less likely and that academic achievement can
be increased as a result of school connectedness. Further,
connectedness for students that struggle with mental
health issues and/or identify as gay, lesbian or transgender
benefit not only from the aforementioned behaviors, but
also in terms of their overall well-being.
Developing relationships with students on a deeper
level and knowing their hopes, aspirations, and challenges

is not the sole responsibility of our school counselor; it
is a shared responsibility that every staff member fully
embraces and lives. At Rancho Del Mar, connectedness
is about being a teacher, a mentor, and a family member.
Through genuineness, trust is forged, and relationships can
flourish. Students begin to achieve and complete classes,
and momentum is built. Dropout prevention is also linked
to student connectedness. Rancho Del Mar proudly boasts
a 100-percent graduation rate year in and year out.
School safety is always a top priority on our campus,
but it is not something we identify as the driving force in
our day-to-day business. Rather, it is the product of the
real work we do to ensure our students feel supported and
cared for. When adults show this level of care and respect,
it becomes contagious, and students, in turn, show the
same to one another.
When you put all of this together on a consistent basis,
students can succeed, school culture can be positive, and
school safety can be achieved. At Rancho Del Mar, this the
cornerstone of our vision.

Rancho Vista Elementary School
4323 Palos Verdes Drive North, Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274-1576 • 310/378-8388

Safety and Mindfulness
School safety has been on everyone’s
mind lately, including the staff at Rancho
Vista. When thinking about school safety,
we consider both the physical safety of our
students as well as the social-emotional
safety of our children to be important. In the
area of social-emotional safety and learning,
Salvatrice
we are constantly teaching and reviewing
Kuykendall
Principal
ways in which we can support strong,
resilient, caring and honest children. The
team at Rancho Vista uses growth-mindset techniques with
the children so they learn that making mistakes helps them
grow and learn. We also put a great emphasis on effort and
courage when trying a new task.
In addition to teaching children to use a growth
mindset, teachers have been working with them to apply
mindfulness so that they are aware of their bodies and
emotions. Exploring mindfulness with them has allowed
the children the opportunity to understand how their
brains and bodies react in times of stress, anger and
excitement. For students who need a little more support,
we have our student support specialist, a licensed therapist
who is with us once a week. Ms. Kourtney runs social-skills
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groups and works with our psychologist intern to create a
series of social-skills lessons for each classroom.
Currently, Rancho Vista is in the first year of
implementing Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports
(PBIS) for the entire student body. PBIS is a site-specific
program tailored to teach children behavioral expectations
at school while helping them remember to use the skills
regularly. Providing effective school management and
preventative school discipline is essential to the learning of
all children. Most students succeed when a positive school
culture is promoted, feedback is provided, and prosocial
skills are acknowledged.
The staff at Rancho Vista is committed to helping shape
children who have learned the importance of effort while
encouraging others and speaking up for those who may be
struggling. We have contributed to the children’s overall
awareness of the function of their brains and bodies when
posed with a challenge or are experiencing a struggle. We
have also provided social-emotional support for children
who may need it. We believe that being in tune with a
child’s social-emotional state creates a safe and effective
learning environment that allows creativity to flourish and
a culture of personal and intellectual growth.

Ridgecrest Intermediate School
28915 Northbay Rd., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-4902 • 310/544-2747

A New Concern
The recent tragedy at a Florida high
school has brought the discussion of school
safety to the forefront. As a principal charged
with ensuring the safety and security of
my students and staff members, the matter
is always on my mind. However, there’s no
Jaime Mancilla question that my senses have been more
heightened lately. Understandably, I am fully
Principal
aware that the matter is also on the mind of
every parent who trusts their child to our school.
As part of our School Safety Plan, we have traditionally
conducted various safety drills throughout the year. From
our full-scale disaster drill during the Great Shakeout
in October to several fire and shelter-in-place drills
throughout the year, we have practiced and refined our
protocols in the spirit of continuous improvement. However,
the need to prepare for the possibility of an active shooter
has posed a new challenge with much to consider.
Assistant Principal Dr. Holloway and I recently met with
law enforcement personnel from the LA County Sheriff’s

Department and the Redondo Beach Police Department to
discuss school safety and review active-shooter protocols.
Our discussions have been very enlightening and raw.
The input has been helpful in our planning for drills with
faculty and students. One of the takeaways from these
discussions was that it is an unfortunate reality that we
must practice drills such as these because the only way we
can be prepared is through practice.
As we get ready for a series of “run, hide, fight” drills,
there is much more to consider than a fire or earthquake
drill. With heightened nerves, and considering the
magnitude of what we are preparing for, we have resolved
to take this process slowly and with much care. We want to
ensure that everyone involved feels prepared, supported,
and, most importantly, heard throughout this process. We
will communicate our plans and progress to our parents to
ensure that they are aware of each step and can support
their children. Our students are also supported daily
through the safe school counselor, academic counselor,
and two administrators. Thank you for your support,
cooperation, and patience throughout this process.

Silver Spur Elementary School
5500 Ironwood St., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-1739 • 310/378-5011

Safety is Our First Priority
At Silver Spur Elementary School, we
have been extremely fortunate to have the
assistance and guidance of an experienced
firefighter dad, Mr. Paul Young, who
volunteers at our school and organizes safety
workshops for teachers and staff. He has
trained staff in fire extinguishers, triage,
Marta
Jevenoisfirst aid, and utilities, and, with the help of
Richardson
our staff and our very supportive PTA, he
Principal
has made sure that all materials and tools in
our emergency shed are up to date. He spearheaded a shed
walkthrough so that everyone on staff is aware of all tools
and documents housed in our emergency sheds, and he has
assisted us in going over job responsibilities for all staff
members.
Another of one of our parents has trained the Silver
Spur staff in medical emergency response. Dr. Dennis Kim,
Associate Professor of Clinical Surgery; Vice Chair, College
of Applied Anatomy at University of California, Los Angeles
(UCLA); and a surgeon at the Division of Trauma/Acute
Care Surgery/Surgical Critical Care at Los Angeles County
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center gave instruction on stopping
and controlling bleeding.
Covering the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District

In addition, five of our classroom teachers, who hold
key positions in our drills, are Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) certified. The CERT program
educates volunteers in disaster preparedness for hazards
and trains them in basic disaster response skills, such as
fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and
disaster medical operations.
All parents and community members are invited to
participate in and observe our emergency drills. Our next
emergency drill will take place on Wednesday, April 18
at 11 a.m. The objective of this drill is to get students to
practice the first part of the “run, hide, fight” drill. The
purpose of the “run” command is to put distance between
yourself and the shooter. Take cover and notify others
about the danger. Students will be instructed to run in a
zig-zag pattern rather than a straight line in order to make
themselves harder targets.
It is almost unthinkable that we are talking about how
to keep students safe at school in the case of an active
shooter, but this is unfortunately the day and age in which
we live. As such, it is our duty as educators to instruct
students how to act in these situations. Preparation is key,
and the goal is always prevention before reaction.

April / May 2018
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Soleado Elementary School
27800 Longhill Dr., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-3909 • 310/377-6854

A Safe and Caring Environment
We can all agree that fear and frustration
are on the rise and can get in the way of
learning. At Soleado Elementary School, we
continue to focus on the important work of
providing a way for students to feel safe at
school and lower frustration levels when it
comes to learning.
Gina Stutzel
As a staff, we unanimously agree that
Principal
both physical and emotional safety need
to be part of our daily routines. Monthly drills practicing
fire safety and lockdowns have become a natural part of
our school year and help us provide the practice needed
to secure the physical safety of all students. But, another
critical component of student safety is their social and
emotional well-being. With the support of our district, we
are taking the important steps of embedding social and
emotional learning into our curriculum.
Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) provides a
foundation for safe and positive learning and enhances
students’ ability to succeed in school, career, and life.
Programs that support social and emotional learning can

help students acquire skills that support management of
their emotions, develop empathy toward others, establish
positive relationships, and learn to make responsible
decisions.
Creating a school environment where students feel safe
can have a positive influence on their learning. At Soleado,
we are finding ways to cultivate this type of learning
atmosphere by reducing stress and establishing a positive
emotional climate, both in and out of the classroom.
Teachers have put into place strategies that help minimize
stress in the classroom. Yoga breaks, playing music, and
consistent daily rituals provide students with a sense
of calm and predictability. We have moved to a model
where teachers encourage participation, not perfection.
This creates an atmosphere of trust and mutual respect.
As a staff, we practice active listening, which creates
opportunities for positive reinforcement and a sense of
calm during the school day.
We can all agree that schools play an important role in
students’ lives. At Soleado, we do not take this for granted.
We will continue to provide a learning environment where
students can feel safe, thrive, and succeed!

Vista Grande Elementary School
7032 Purple Ridge Dr., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-3059 • 310/377-6066

Sticks and Stones?

Sticks and stones
May break my bones
But words will never hurt me.
This childish chant rings hollow in light
of the most recent news events. Today,
we worry about far more than mere sticks
and stones hurting our children. Safety is
Jeri Delatorre
paramount in the minds of everyone who
Principal
participates in a school setting. Vista Grande
determined early in the school year to focus on school
safety and disaster preparedness. Two full-scale disaster
drills have been held this year, with one more planned in
coming months. All teachers participated in first aid and
CPR training in the fall. Our PTA disaster chairperson
made vast improvements in our readiness with supplies,
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tools and equipment. Teachers have met with a safety
professional to evaluate their classroom and school setting
to consider options for concealment and flight.
“But words will never hurt me.” Words can certainly be
hurtful. Emotional safety is also a priority. At Vista Grande,
we built upon our growth mindset by teaching mindfulness
strategies. Students are taught ways to identify and
manage their feelings. Personal problem-solving strategies
are discussed, role-played and reviewed for effectiveness.
Students experiencing significant life events have access to
our student support specialist for counseling support.
Education has become far more than reading, writing
and ’rithmetic. Vista Grande works hard to ensure that
all Voyagers have a safe place to learn and grow. In the
words of Benjamin Franklin, “By failing to prepare, you are
preparing to fail.”

Alana’s Book Review
Consumed by Deception?
In a world divided by power and status,
it takes everything that
Mare Barrow’s got to
stay alive. But when
she discovers a strange,
otherworldly power she
never knew she had,
Alana F.
her chances of survival
suddenly seem much slimmer. Battling
heated emotions, twisted morals, and
chaos, Mare fights to save herself
and her people in an uphill battle. Will she stand against
injustice, or will she be consumed by deception?
Although I loved this book, I’d have to give it only four
out of eight triforce shards. The excitement, when present,
was hardly noticeable- all of the politics and social issues
were generic and dull. However, I’d attribute most of my
disappointment to a low amount of challenges for Mare and
an unnecessarily slow pace. Throughout the book, Mare
tends to use deception as a first resort for solving problems,
therefore not making herself seem like a strong female lead.
Alana is a student columnist and a self-proclaimed “huge nerd.” When
she doesn’t have a book in her hands, she loves to play video games and
write fiction. She rates books on a scale of 1-8 triforce shards with 8
being the highest

Peaceland Music & Repair
Guitar, Piano, Voice,
Bass, Drums

Also: Ukulele, Banjo, Mandolin

James Musser

Nominated Best LA Band ‘96
Best Guitar ‘97 LA Music Awards

All Ages, Levels & Styles
Days, Evening & Weekends

(310) 650-4021

www.peacelandmusic.com

peaceland@peacelandmusic.com

23706 Crenshaw #105 A&B,
Torrance, CA • (across from Hof’s Hut)

Visit us on:

2018
School News Rollcall 3.6"W X •4.65"
H Ad.qxp_School News Rollcall Ad 3/
MySpace.com/PeacelandMusic
YouTube.com/PeacelandMusic

B is for Book
Surprising Twists
Princess Academy by
Shannon Hale left me craving
for more. It’s the perfect
combination of adventure,
princesses, friendship, and
even a little romance!
When the people of Mount Eskel receive
Bailey
message from the lowlanders saying their
prince is looking for a princess and all young girls will be
sent to an academy, everyone is in shock, especially Miri.
Without a choice, Miri, her friends, and a strange lowlander
girl named Britta, set off to the academy, only to find
themselves with a horrible tutor and homesick. Now, the
pressure is on to be the best of the academy and marry the
prince. Will Miri find out that even though she’s small for
her age, her voice is big? Will she stand up for what’s right?
I couldn’t put this book down! Shannon Hale always
describes the moment just right and the twists were
surprising! I give this book 5 out of 5 stars. Don’t forget to
read the rest of the series!
Bailey is a 6th grader that likes to read fantasy and daydream about
adventure when she isn’t dancing ballet or playing with her friends and
siblings.

Covering the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District

PRE-SCHOOL THRU 8TH GRADE
PBC Camp • Horsemanship • Academic Enrichment • AdventureTrek
• Sport Specialty Camps in Archery, Tennis and Basketball
Transportation and Extended Days are available.

Swim School: Lessons for Toddlers through Tweens

pbcdaycamp.com 310 • 541 • 3664 sierrasleepaway.com
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Christina’s Book Review
The Secrets to Ruling School
(Without Even Trying)
The story is written in
third person, and plays out as
smoothly as a movie. You are
a new student at William H.
Taft Middle School and are
approached by Max Corrigan,
Christina J.
your life coach, who will help
you to become popular among the cliques at
school, so you start by trying to join into the Class Clown
table that won’t let you in, unless you can get them a good
artists for their comics, so you go to a good artist who
agrees to help you, only if you get the Band geeks away
from their table at the cafeteria, so she can display her
graffiti on that wall, they agree to leave, but only if you help
them raise money to save their Music program, so you ask
a rich girl for money, she agrees to help, but only if you rig
the football team to lose, so she could win a bet… and this
interestingly problematic cycle continues on and on, until
you reach your goal.
I really liked reading this book, so I will give it 5 out of 5 stars.

Book Review By Katrina
A Virtual World
Ready Player One is all
about the OASIS, a virtual
world where you can be
anyone, do anything and
enjoy life to the fullest. And
that’s pretty important, seeing as the world
is currently dirt poor. Creator James Halliday
Katrina D.
however, leaves his players one last surprise
on his deathbed. Located within the game are three hidden
keys, and whoever can find them and unlock all three gates,
will inherit both his wealth and the OASIS itself. Though
for five years, no one has any luck. Only for teenager Wade
Watts to find the first key. Now the world is scrambling to
find the keys, especially the IOI, an internet company intent
on turning the free OASIS into a playground for the rich
and powerful alone. Despite the dangers, Wade and his
friends continue to search for the keys, and won’t stop until
its GAME OVER for everyone. Thrilling and fast paced,
this book is a shocking theory of what our own future as
a society could look like in a few decades. A great read for
lovers of 80s pop culture and gaming in general. I give this
book 4 out of 5 crescent moons.

Christina J. is an 8th grader. Christina is a hard-working student who
did a community service project “Quilts for the cold” last school year.
She is an avid reader, who enjoys some peace and quiet with a good book
about some great adventure. Christina is a young author herself. In 5th
grade she wrote a book Melody’s Stories: I Am a Spy Now, published by
Studentreasures Publishing (PIN #3582798).

Katrina is a tenth grader who loves reading books as much as writing
her own stories and enjoys watching Anime. Katrina hopes to be an
author one day very soon. Katrina will rate her book reviews from 1 to 5
crescent moons with 5 being the best.

Jenna’s Review

Isabella’s Book Review

The Best Part of The Day
By Sarah Ban Breathnach
This book talks about
the best part of the day by
season. What is the best
part of the day in fall?
Was it picking the apples
or raking the leaves?
Jenna C.
What about winter? Was it
building a snowman or staying near the
fireplace with marshmallows and cocoa?
Now spring has arrived with fresh air
and plenty of flowers. What is the best part of the day in
spring? Was it taking care of the garden or cuddling lambs?
Finally, the summer. Lemonade and a jump into the pool.
What is the best part of the summer? Was it the fireflies
flickering all the way home or was it our picnic together
with friends? Lastly, this book concludes with one best part
of the day in all the seasons. I really liked this book because
it is like a poem story and the pictures are so beautiful and
detailed.
Jenna is a second grader. She likes reading books and her parents
reading books to her. Besides reading, she also likes art, dance and
soccer.
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Entertaining and Informative
Anastasia, The Last Grand
Duchess, Russia, 1914, by
Carolyn Meyer is the diary of a
13-year-old Russian Duchess.
Anastasia the youngest of the 4 daughters
of the Russian Tsar, Nicholas II and
Isabella A.
Alexandra Feodora.
Life was perfect. The sisters wore
expensive jewelry and they lived in many palaces. The
only downside for Anastasia was her school work and her
brother’s hemophilia.
In the winters, they got to play in the snow and had
dances. Then, WW1 breaks out. Under pressure, the Tsar
abdicated the throne and the family was arrested. While
imprisoned in the palace they attempted to stay happy and
even continue their studies.
However, the family is executed. It is commonly believed
that Anastasia escaped. Scientist have been able to prove
Alexie and either Marie or Anastasia might have escaped.
I rate this book 4 stars because it is entertaining and
informative, yet it can be rude.

Isabella is a 6th grader who loves to read, write, volleyball and plans on becoming an author of children’s books. She rates books 1-5 stars with 5 being
the best.

2018 Summer Indoor
Volleyball Camps &
Clinics

#bcvcgrowthegame

Beginning & Intermediate Volleyball
Players ~ Boys & Girls Ages 7 to 16
High Performance Clinics for Advanced
Players ~ Boys & Girls 11 to 18
__________________________________
Monday – Friday, 1/2 Day
(Morning or Afternoon) &
Full Day Options Available
*Lunch included for Full Day
(Times Vary Per Location)

_________________________________

For more information,
please visit our website:

7-Week Camp Sessions starting July 9, 2018

www.beachcitiesvbc.com

Locations Include: Palos Verdes, Manhattan
Beach, Torrance, & Brentwood

or call our office at:
(310) 546-9150

Keira’s Book Nook
Best Night Ever or a Catastrophe?
This book is about
school dance preparations
at Lynnfield Middle
School, which include a
televised performance by
Heart Grenade, the allKeira
girl band recognized for
winning a Battle of the Bands contest.
The lead singer Carmen is stuck at a
cousin’s wedding while Genevieve, the
backup singer, is about to faint from stage fright. Tess, Ryan
and Ellie can’t wait to attend, and another girl is determined
to ruin it all. Finally Ashlyn, who is being forced to babysit
two little girls, drags her charges to the dance. This could all
lead up to the best night ever or a catastrophe!
I loved this book, because the seven authors tell their
points of view based on each of their “middle grade”
experience. No single story teller tells the entire story. I
rate this book 4 out of 5 apples, because it does get a little
confusing being written from seven points of view.
Keira F. is a sixth grader. In addition to her love of books, she enjoys art,
crafts, traveling and playing with her cats. She rates books from 1 to 5
apples with 5 being the highest.

Rabina’s Review
An Impactful Book
The Old Man and the Sea
This book is a literary
fiction, a story of courage
and personal triumph
won from loss. The story
is tragic but it leaves
the reader to appreciate
Rabina K.
the strength of the main
character and his positive approach
towards life.
Down on his luck with not much caught in 84 days,
Santiago, an old Cuban fisherman, goes to try again in
deep sea. He got lucky to have caught a giant marlin far
out in the Gulf stream. He faces relentless agonizing battle
with this creature who is as stubborn as he is. Though he
succeeds in catching this big fish but the bad luck does
shadow his efforts, and eventually the fisherman does not
get to enjoy his reward.
I think this book speaks to the reader and teaches the
reader that hard work does not always lead to rewards. Instead
of getting frustrated from unsuccessful events, one should
accept it positively and keep working towards one’s goal.
Rabina is a 5th grader, who enjoys reading historical fiction and
biographies. Writing is her passion. Besides, reading books and writing,
she also enjoys playing soccer and piano.

16

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

Lucy’s Book Review
In 27 Days
Twenty-seven days is
a very specific amount of
time, but if you’re trying
to prevent a suicide it’s
nothing short of a race
against the force itself.
Hadley Jamison never
Lucy Davis
really knew Archer Morales, but she made a
deal with Death that if he gave her twenty-seven days, she
could stop Archer from taking his own life. So, she tries
her best to befriend the closed off, quiet kid from freshman
English. He doesn’t seem to want her help, but their jobs
at a coffeehouse and tutoring sessions bring them closer
together, and soon they’re becoming quite the pair.
Problem is, chaos wants to pull them apart. With events
endangering the people that she loves, will Hadley succeed
in keeping Archer alive? Or will she run out of time?
I enjoyed this book immensely for many reasons. It’s
funny, suspenseful, thoughtful, and all around a great read.
Five out of five bookworms.
Lucy is a 6th grade student. When she isn’t immersed in a book, she
loves musical theater, ballet, and singing. She enjoys stretching her
imagination by writing short stories of her own. Lucy will rate the books
1 to 5 bookworms with 5 being the best.

Unforgettable Books
The Baby-Sitters Club
Dawn Schafer is
moving from sunny
California to freezing
Connecticut. She is eager
to accept her first big
job as a babysitter in the
Sofia Atoofi
Baby-Sitters Club. But
things don’t go exactly
as expected. Taking care of three kids whose mom seems
too busy to even care about is a hard task. And getting
along with the leader of the club, Kristy, isn’t as easy as
it looks, either. But Dawn finds a way to steer through all
these obstacles and makes joining the Baby-Sitters Club a
success.
I really liked this novel because it teaches you about
responsibility yet in a fun and interesting way. I rate this
comic book 4 out of 5 stars, because the drawings were very
detailed and funny.
Sofia is a fifth grader who loves writing. When she isn’t submerged into a
book, she enjoys doing gymnastics, acting, and singing. Her favorite kind
of books are informational books, as she loves learning about new topics.
She wants to become a writer or designer when she grows up, and hopes
to someday publish a book, called Painting a Path, which she wrote for a
school competition.

Sophie’s Choice
An Adventure!
This book really takes
you on an adventure. I’m not
kidding, it’s an adventure
book!! Now on to the info or
quick summary of Mysteries
of the Attic Trunk.
The book is about a girl named Sue who
Sophie O.
was adopted from China and had hoped to
explore California with her grandmother. Her grandmother
ends up getting sick and is unable to come and take Sue on
their California Adventure.
For Sue’s 10 birthday, she gets to open a trunk that
her grandmother left her. The trunk is no ordinary trunk.
Once opened, it takes Sue on unexpected adventures to
California, vising historical or famous places. During her
travels, Sue learns new things and visits new places. A little
bit of history is at every stop and the excitement of never
knowing where the trunk will take her next and who she
will meet keeps the journey a mystery.
If you like mystery then this is a good book for you to
read to yourself or others. I give this book a big thumbs up
and 5 stars.
Sophie Olko is a 5th grader who loves to read and write her own stories.
She enjoys soccer, loves to bake, act, draw and sew. One day she would
like to have her own baking show.

Aqua Summer Camp
Torrance Beach

$100 Free

Beach Fun and Surfing for Your Kids

Credit Code: YOLO2

expires May 2018

AquaSurf.com
310-902-7737
Rolling Hills
Montessori School

in a beautiful rural setting,
offering 3 programs:
Toddler, Pre-Primary
and Transition (18 months - 7 years)
• Full day and half day
• Chinese/Spanish and Music inclusive
• 10 Extra curicular classes available
• Field Trips
• Community atmosphere
• Fully credentialed staff
Spaces are limited.
For more info please call: (310) 377-5722
26825 Rolling Hills Road
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274
www.rollinghillsmontessori.com

Victoria’s Review
Amazing Adventures
The Land of Stories by
Chris Colfer is a fantasy/
fiction novel about twins
named Alex and Conner
who get trapped in the
Land of Stories, a book
that their grandmother
Victoria Lowe
gave to them. They go through many
adventures all trying to get back to earth
to their mom. In between these adventures, the twins go
through different realms: The Elf Empire, The Northern
Kingdom, The Eastern Kingdom, The Dwarf Forests, The
Red Riding Hood Kingdom, The Corner Kingdom and much
more. They also meet Disney Princes and Princesses who
become their best friends. In the end, Alex and Conner
realize they are stronger than they once thought.
How did they get trapped? How do they escape? What do
they experience in each realm? All of these questions will
be answered once you read this amazing adventure! I give
this book a “5 out of 5 Smiles.”
Victoria Lowe is a 7th grade student. She loves school and enjoys
spending time with her friends. Victoria’s favorite kinds of books have
mystery and fantasy plots and will rate them with “Smiles.” Victoria
has an affinity for singing, loves musical theatre and is a member of the
South Bay Children’s Choir.

Covering the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District
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PERFORMING ARTS WORKSHOPS

THEATER . GUITAR . FILMMAKING . MORE

...coming soon to a stage near you!

(310) 827-8827

Ask About PAW Discounts

Hogwarts Musical
Lion King

Witches of Oz
The Little Mermaid

Mary Poppins

Winner of BEST CAMP in LA!
www.PerformingArtsWorkshops.com
Camps In:

Rancho Palos Verdes Redondo Manhattan Beach

Also in... El Segundo

Katie’s Review
Reading Can Be Fun
By Munro Leaf
This book is for
anyone, old or young.
This book is about why
reading can be fun! It
talks about how many
of you may think that
Katie C.
reading is boring. But
then this book talks about without
reading, your mind won’t grow.
Reading can take you places that
you’ve never been in before--for example, an exotic jungle!
More so, however, reading will teach you how to WRITE.
To become a good writer, you need to read, so you can see
how authors write and try it out in your own writing. So,
the next time someone asks you to read, say yes. It will not
only be a lot of fun, but it will also give you the experience
of learning. Reading Can Be Fun is an amazing book that
made me read more. I rate this book a five out of five stars.
Go on, read it! It will be a lot of fun.
Katie is a 8th grader that loves to read and write. Fictional books are her
favorite. Besides writing and reading, she loves soccer, acting, dancing,
and playing the violin. She hopes to publish her own book someday.

Brentwood West LA & the Valley

Novelist —Word Search Contest

Rules! One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put PVPUSD in the subject line.
COMPUTER
EDITOR
IPAD
SPELLCHECK
PRINTER
PUBLISHER
NOTEPAD
READERS
PENCIL
IDEAS
PEN

BROWSER
GOOGLE
INTERNET
BING
ASPIRIN
KEYBOARD
TELEPHONE
WIFI
IMAGINATION

Congratulations to Levi Schwab

Winner of our February Word Search Contest!
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Entries must be received by April 30, 2018
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win
a GAZUMP card/dice game - fun for all ages!

Your local Providence Medical Associates pediatrician
brings COMPASSION to the care of your child
When your children need medical care, the pediatricians of Providence Medical Associates are there for
them for those right now moments. With an office right in your neighborhood, we offer personal
and complete care from annual well checks to childhood illnesses to behavioral concerns and more.
Dr. Pam Chitamitara, Dr. Julie Lin, Dr. Genesa Wagoner and Dr. Michael Culmer make it a point to know
your children. They are compassionate about what they do, and listen to your concerns so they can provide
the quality care you expect for your newborn, child or adolescent.

To find out more about our pediatricians go to california.providence.org/pediatrics
or call (310) 548-9118 to make an appointment.

