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Superintendent’s Message
On March 16th and 17th, fifty-three staff members of the Moreland School
District departed from the San Jose Airport to experience a powerful two-day
professional development for educators at the Museum of Tolerance Center.
The Museum of Tolerance is a multimedia museum in Los Angeles, California. It
is designed to examine racism and prejudice around the world with a strong
focus on the history of the Holocaust. This unique, educator-focused
professional development provides support for educators with programs
designed to advance anti-bias education and the creation of inclusive and
equitable schools. This amazing opportunity was sponsored by the The
Museum of Tolerance through a grant provided to the Moreland School District.
Please visit our website to watch the short video we produced to document our
experience. Our team will reconvene soon to continue our work in making
Moreland School District a place where all feel included and supported.
This summer our community will see a number of projects taking place at our
schools as we continue to maintain our facilities. Some of these projects
include: upgrades to parking lots and playgrounds, sewer maintenance,
painting and carpeting upgrades, and general repairs. In addition, we will be
completing some of the last bond projects from Measure K this summer. The
new Latimer building is on target to open in January 2018. The Moreland
Middle School Band room is scheduled for an upgrade and some schools will
be receiving sunshades and upgraded play areas. The Moreland School Board
of Trustees thanks and values the trust our community has placed in our
schools through the passage of the Measure K and the Measure G parcel taxes.
As we approach the end of the school year, I again wish to make a plea for all
of our community members to drive safely around our schools. We continue to
have difficulties with traffic and have experienced a higher volume of students
being injured when traveling to and from our schools. Your support in this area
is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,

Mary Kay Going
Superintendent
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New Measurement of Schools
Throughout California
California is field testing a new website designed to help

Moreland Models Project Based
Learning to
Out-of-State District

communicate important information about TK-12 districts and

In November 2016, a group of 13 teachers and administrators

schools. The website, called the California School Dashboard,

visited the Moreland School District from Denver Public Schools.

features reports on multiple measures of school success,

The goal of the trip was to see how Project Based Learning (PBL)

including test scores, English learner progress, and suspension

looks in a classroom and talk with other educators about how

rates. While the old accountability system focused solely on

they are using Project Based Learning elements in their instruc-

test scores, this new system provides a more complete picture

tion. The Denver administrators were working with the Buck

of all the ways schools are helping students succeed. It will

Institute for Education (BIE) to start PBL at their school sites. BIE

allow the state to identify districts and schools that need

recommended Moreland schools to highlight exemplary PBL

targeted support for their students. The Dashboard is

practices.

raising the bar for student learning and placing a focus on

staff interviews at EDS and Latimer. Due to the success of their

equity for all students.

To learn more about California’s

initial visit, Denver Public Schools brought another group of

accountability and continuous improvement efforts, visit the

educators in March 2017 for a similar visit. Moreland is pleased

CDE Dashboard at https://www.caschooldashboard.org/.

This group conducted classroom observations and

to share effective practices with others in public education.

“Having had 2 vastly different children go through middle school, I continue to be impressed
by the opportunities & community at the school. Everything from creative electives, a variety
of sports, dynamic lunchtime clubs to competitive academics...it’s all easily available to
students”
- Amy Bencomo Middle School Parent

Award-Winning Music Program
The Moreland School District is proud to be home to award-winning
student musicians. With the leadership of Music in Moreland (MiM), a
subcommittee of the Moreland Education Foundation (MEF), parents
and community members dedicate their time to sustaining
Moreland’s award-winning music program. For more information on
Music

in

Moreland,

including

upcoming

events,

visit

www.mefhome.org/music-in-moreland/

Enrollment Declines Throughout
Silicon Valley
As housing prices in Silicon Valley rise, enrollment is decreasing in
school districts throughout Silicon Valley. Moreland’s enrollment is
projected to decrease over the next few years.

This projected

decrease has a direct impact to the school district's budget. Even
under the new funding model, the revenue from the state is still
allocated to schools based on student attendance, which is affected
by fluctuations in district enrollment. For example, if the enrollment
decreases by 10 students, that represents about a 9.7 ADA decrease
which translates to a loss of $77,115.

Moreland will continue to

watch enrollment numbers throughout the year.

