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One additional school year began in August and our first semester

Calle y Colonia La Mascota
Final Calle 3, San Salvador,
El Salvador
Phone: (503) 2528-8300
Fax: (503) 2528-8321
www.amschool.edu.sv

is close to an end. We are already celebrating Escuela Americana’s
69th anniversary: 69 years of educating minds, nurturing hearts
and shaping leaders. We could not have done this without all of
the Escuela Americana families’ trust.

Educational Mission
Escuela Americana is a college preparatory international
school that seeks to provide a sound basis for life as a
responsible member of society. Our educational program
is built on high quality standards, and the commitment
to help each child develop his or her potential. Escuela
Americana offers a bilingual program embracing the
cultures of El Salvador and the United States
Mr. Kenneth Templeton
General Director
Mrs. Patricia de Zaldívar
Finance and Operations

This edition is dedicated to TRUST. Our General Director’s note
on trust will help you understand why he is always thanking all
parents for entrusting your kids to us.
If you are a new family, we welcome you again to our community and
thank you for trusting us in educating your children academically,
we take our job seriously.
We are always proud to highlight our community of learners’

Mr. Hudak Hendrix
Upper School Director

special moments and to share various stories from our community

Mr. Robert Sinnett
Middle School Director

will read Vanessa’s tremendously brave story of focus, ambition

Ms. Cristina Lima
Lower School Director
Mrs. Carmen de Denys
Athletic Director
Mrs. Malisa Valladares
EAX Director

members. There is warmth and specialness in this campus: you
and resilience as you will also enjoy two of our Alumni’s impact in
their communities and finally, we are sure you will be filled with
Trojan pride when you see the results of our Basketball Varsity
teams in the last AASCA Tournament.
Have you ever asked yourself, what is the biggest job you will ever

ESCUELA AMERICANA IN BRIEF:

have? We think it is to educate your children. And we thank you

Founded: 1946
Enrollment PK -12: 1,612
Average Class Size: 14
Athletic sports: 6
Advanced Placement courses: 22
Teaching Faculty: 163

for being a part of Escuela Americana.

Office of Institutional Advancement Team

ACCREDITATION AND MEMBERSHIPS:
• Accredited - AdvancED
• Accredited- Ministry of Education of El Salvador (MINED)
• Member- College Board
• Member- NAIS (National Association of Independent
Schools)
• Member- AASCA (Association of American Schools in
Central America)
• Member - Tri-Association (The Association of American
Schools of Central America – Colombia – Caribbean –
Mexico)

The Trojan Today News is the Escuela Americana Official Quarterly Newsletter. Its objective is to
keep the Escuela Americana Community informed about news, events and happenings of Escuela
Americana as well as other articles of interest.
We invite all Community members to contribute articles. Please submit them to the
Communications Office.

ENTRUSTING YOUR CHILDREN TO EA
“Thank you for entrusting to us your most precious gift in life, your child.
I and we take that trust very seriously.”
Dear EA Families,
Why do I thank you for choosing us every time I have the opportunity to speak to you in a
group? What does it mean to “entrust” your children to someone else? Remember when
you “dropped off” your four-year old at school the first day -- almost certainly you went
in with them and more than likely you had second thoughts at that time, and probably
throughout the day. Why? Because you had just “turned over” your most precious gift in
life to someone else. That is really a big deal. Well, I would say it’s the greatest compliment and sign of trust one can ever make. I really do take it as the utmost sign of trust.
And the fact that you have made that decision and believed in us is why I never want to forget your decision. All
of us at EA care about your children in a very special way, just as you do.
Trust between parents and the teachers and others at EA is the most important trait or characteristic that makes
a successful school – much more so than in any other business or endeavor. Schools can have great programs,
outstanding academics, wonderful student life opportunities, and much more; but if we do not trust each other
to do the right thing and take our responsibility very, very seriously, the school will not succeed and the students
will not have the confidence they need to move from EA to the next phase of their lives.
As parents you have chosen EA and its staff to provide a formal educational environment for your children and
I am extremely proud of the opportunities provided by EA and the accomplishments of your children. In all aspects of school life – academics, leadership, service, clubs, values, sports, the arts, and much more – the students
here at EA excel and they have unusually high rates of success at the university level. They are confident and
willing to step forward. I am convinced that the trust between school and parent plays an extremely important
role in building confident young people and to the success of EA.
So, once again I say, “Thank you for entrusting to us your most precious gift in life, your child. I and we take that
trust very seriously.”
With warmest regards and best wishes for a successful school year,

Ken Templeton
General Director
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The Advanced Placement Program of courses is the
most highly regarded and highly recognized university
preparation program in the United States, Canada,
PROUD

NEWS!

Advanced

Placement Scholars

and Europe. More than 200 EA students completed AP
courses with almost 90% scoring at the passing grades
of 3, 4, or 5 (this compares to 61% internationally)!

We are extremely proud to announce that 61 EA

Students who do very well in AP course tests can earn

students were awarded AP Scholar recognition this

AP Scholar recognition from the College Board. This

past school year.

honor means that they are the best of the best and will
have their choice of fine colleges and universities.

A Glimpse at the
Future: Pre-Kinder
Professional day
Doctors, astronauts, Presidents, Policemen,
Veterinarians, Clowns, Lawyers…you name it!
Our Pre-Kinder students got to come dressed
up as what they want to be when they grow
up. It was great to see them taking their roles
seriously. During class time, they gave a brief
description of what their role is about in real
life. They were extremely eloquent and cute!
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Literacy

Day

at

Escuela

Americana

UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization) declared September 8 as an
annual observance to help increase people’s awareness

International

and concern regarding literacy issues around the world.

Literacy week. Various activities took place, including

Our students enjoyed helping the local school children

time dedicated exclusively for silent reading, service

experience the benefits of our special library as a way to

opportunities with local schools, story time for the

celebrate International Literacy Day.

EA

celebrated

little ones and more! Both our libraries became places
to enjoy reading and to appreciate the value of books.
Students from two local public schools were invited to
the US Library to enjoy fun reading and craft activities,
and they also received special donations of educational
materials. The social service department, Human
Rights Club, and the library sponsored these wonderful
events to show support for International Literacy Day.

Who says Science can’t be delicious?
The 7th grade Science class learned about cells in a unique and creative way... by eating
them! Students were divided into groups and had to plan on how to make a plant cell or animal cell with edible
materials. They had to get creative in order to have a good looking and delicious cell. It was great to watch the
students and some volunteer parents craft fabulous cells from skittles, cakes, gummy worms, M&M’s, frosting,
etc. This was a great and yummy project! It helped the students learn the parts of a cell in a fun way.
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Education, Honor, Pride
The Senior Class participated in the traditional Flag Ceremony in which the Upper School
administration, in a very solemn ceremony passes on the Salvadorean flag to the Senior
Class Flag bearers. In this ceremony they receive the responsibility to honor and respect the Salvadorean Flag, as
well as respect their school and values. This is a very significant EA Tradition.

Celebrating Childhood – “Día del
Niño”
PK - 1st graders celebrated “El Día del Niño”
with a fun show and out of this world guests: Elsa, Anna, Olaf,
a big Transformer, the Green Lantern and Spiderman! We send
special thanks to the PTA who organized such a fun celebration
for our students!
Older Students got to eat delicious doughnuts and Pre-Kinder had a special “bubbles fun time”! We know that
each child is important and valuable. Childhood memories are special treasures.

7

Guanaquín Booklets for Public Schools
Part of the Upper School Service Learning
Program is the “Guanaquín” Project. During
a 35 week period, each student collects between 5-7 “Guanaquín”
booklets. Students then include a dedication letter, an index and
a cover page, creating a booklet which will be used as Science and
Language Arts text books in various public schools.
Thank you for your time Trojans!

Leaders in the Making
Our Middle School students attended the AASCA Middle School Leadership Conference
at Colegio Maya in Guatemala. This conference is now an official AASCA event thanks to EA’s initiative. The
students that attended got to strengthen their leadership skills by listening to inspiring talks, doing leadership
activities and by working with other students from Central American Schools. This was a great experience for
them! Leaders in the making!
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Atletas Troyanos participan
como

Seleccionados

Los 9 alumnos de la EA que participaron son:

Nacionales
Federico Rank, 12º
Nueve jugadores de Handball de la EA fueron

Francisco Sánchez, 12º

seleccionados para integrar la Selección Nacional de El

Daniel Morales, 12º

Salvador que representó a El Salvador en el “Torneo

Fernando Cuenca, 10º

Centroamericano Juvenil Sub 18”. Jugaron con orgullo,

Justin Wu, 10º

integrándose a alumnos de otras Escuelas y formando

Julio Hasbún, 10º

un gran equipo.

Eduardo Ramos, 10º
Ricardo Castellanos, 10º
Sebastian Villacorta, 10º

Getting to Know our New Students
In order to get to know all our new students
better,

the

Lower

School

Counseling

Department hosts an activity called “Getting to Know Me”. Our new
students invite their parents to come in to their classrooms and talk
a bit about their family. Families share details such as: where they
are from, where have they lived, talk about family traditions and
show some pictures. It’s a wonderful way for our students to get to
know their new classmates better and for the new families to get to
know their children’s friends as well!
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National Junior Honor Society
Visits HOPAC
The NJHS students, as part of their Service component, visit
HOPAC once a month. They have already established great
friendships with the children and adults that get served at
HOPAC, and many of their fundraising activities are targeted
to help this organization. On their last visit, they had a great
time talking and playing with them. They played with big
colorful balloons and gave them fruit juices and cookies
to eat. These visits help open our students hearts and they
always leave looking forward to their next visit.

National Honor Society Service
As part of their service activities, the NHS Students visited the Ludoteca in Antiguo
Cuscatlán. Each month they visit the children and organize activities to teach them values
through games, stories and play. The little children have a lot of fun with NHS students and through these
lessons they’ll hopefully grow to be honorable adults and citizens.
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TUHF Cancer prevention
During October, Breast Cancer awareness month, Teens United for Health (TUFH) hosted
a “Breast Cancer Prevention Talk”. A Current EA mother and member of El Salvador’s
“Liga contra el Cancer” shared her personal experience as a breast cancer survivor at a young age. She invited all
students to get to know and listen to their bodies, to live a healthy lifestyle and to leave with one mission: push
their mothers to get their annual mammograms.

The

Booster

Club

hosts

Table Tennis Tournament

U-15
Rodrigo Antonio
Manuel Rivera
Ignacio Valdez / EA

The Booster Club held its annual Table Tennis
Tournament. It was a morning full of energy, games

Libre

and sportsmanship. Students and Parents from the

Onan Sánchez / Colegio Cristiano Josué

EA Community and other schools held a friendly

José Alfredo Medina / ABC

competition, but most of all got some exercise and had

Jorge Cervantes / EA

fun. Congratulations to all the Winners of the Booster
Club Table Tennis Tournament!

Master

U-11

Diego Walsh

Rene Morales / Colegio Maya

José Oswaldo Medina

Eduardo Pérez / Lamatepec

José Alfredo Guerra

Rafael Arce / Colegio Cristiano Josue
Femenino
U-13

Sonia Zaldaña / ABC

Effenberg Joya /

Carolina Porras / EA

Matías Borgonovo / EA

María Fernanda Quiñónez / EA

Diego Iglesias /EA
Gooo Trojans!
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Model United Nations Peace Day Celebration
EA is once again recognized in the News! Our
Model United Nations Peace Day Celebration
hosted Mr. Fabricio Altamirano as guest speaker and our MUN
President Alejandro Lampell (12th grade student). This was a day to
commemorate Peace in the world and for youth to hope for a better
world.
“We need to put our values in practice, improve our relationships with
others through the continuous improvement of our communities,
because it is there, where peace begins and where we need to reach it
at a national level”, Alejandro Lampell – 12 Grade Student.

AASCA Knowledge Bowl - We are the Champions!
Well-deserved congratulations are in order for our EA Knowledge Bowl Teams under
the direction of Mr. Doug Pishkur and Mr. Graham Brewer who participated in the 2015
AASCA Knowledge Bowl at Colegio Americano in Guatemala City. Our varsity team had a phenomenal win
record and ended the tournament in 3rd place, while our Junior Varsity team provided much inspiration and
hope for future competitions by returning with the title of 2015 AASCA Champions. GO TROJANS!!!
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PRESENTING OUR ESCUELA AMERICANA SUPPORT GROUPS
Escuela Americana has 3 organizations composed by Volunteer Parents and Alumni who work hard year round
to support our school in different areas. These organizations are: The PTA, The Booster Club and the Alumni
Advisory Council. They all focus on different issues related to the school, but their main goal is to promote a
healthy and proud EA community.
We are thankful for all the work they do, and hope to continue to work together for the well-being of our students,
staff, parents and alumni. We will present each organization so that you can get to know them better… And
maybe get motivated to join one of them and support your school!

The PTA
What is the main objective of the PTA? The main objective of the PTA
as mentioned in our mission is to: “maintain close and cordial relations
between parents, students and teachers, organize programs to assist the
socio-cultural development of students and raise funds for the continuous
improvement and progress of the school.”
This school year, we face new challenges with the entry of 8 new members
to the PTA Board. Due to this we are already doing brainstorming and
thinking of new projects that I will talk about later on. However, with the new member ideas and the legacy
of the former members, we hope that new ideas will emerge, and new events will be planned an these will be
opportunities to continue supporting the school as we have done for decades.
Are there any new members? We have 8 new members both international (Urania Noel, Mary Handal, Isabel de
Montes de Oca, Sammia Osio) and Salvadoran (Maria Elena Ruiz) among them are alumni, (Natalie Schidknecht,
Cristina Poma, Veronica Bondanza ). It is very encouraging to see the interest of new generations of mothers
and international families! Their participation brings a renewal to the PTA as it is always necessary to have
a new perspective, to see new opportunities and experiences that our internationals ladies might have from
having participated in similar organizations in other schools. Similarly, our youngest members bring knowledge
of technology and innovative ideas, alumni bring the prospect of having studied at school, and each of these
qualities represents an added value for the PTA and a great blessing.
As President, are there any new strategies you are following for this school year? a new goal?
This year marked my 10th year as a member of the board of the PTA. Among the biggest challenges is to merge
the know-how of experienced members with the ideas and enthusiasm of new members. Among my goals it is
to ensure a strengthened and well integrated PTA, besides training them and transmit the “know how” without
cutting their desire to change and improve the way it has worked until today. Hence, we have begun a strategic
planning process within directives that will ensure the perpetuity of the PTA as an organization and enable the
new Board to assess our work, analyzing our strengths and weaknesses always striving to improve and renew.
*Interview with the President of the PTA – Gracia de Bonilla
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ALUMNI ADVISORY COUNCIL
The purpose of the EA Alumni Council is to provide a lifelong community
for Escuela Americana students and alumni. It supports EA’s Mission
and strategies and it serves as a liaison between EA and the Alumni
Community. Its members serve as passionate EA Ambassadors in the
civic and business community and they help enhance commitment to
EA’s values and community service.
Did you know that there are about 6,500 alums worldwide? 24% of EA parents are alums? And about 30% of
Escuela Americana’s faculty and staff are alums?
A few of the activities we organize include “Trojan Talks” where guest speakers talk about their “road to success”
in a specific field, Internships where we help allocate juniors and soon to be seniors with companies for a 3-week
period, helping them get work experience so they can get clearer ideas of areas of study they are interested in
before applying to college and it also helps them become more attractive candidates for Colleges and Universities.
Last school year, the Alumni Council organized the “Mundialito”, along with the PTA and Booster Club. This
soccer tournament’s success was due to the joint collaboration of the three school associations and the tournament
resulted in a wonderful community event.

BOOSTER CLUB
What is the main objective of the Booster Club? The main objective is to support the Athletic Department through
the promotion and development of competitive and recreational activities that help us raise money to support
our athletes. We offer scholarships to attend the AASCA tournaments, donate sports bags, sweatshirts, provide
water for games outside of school, and manage the “Tiendita” at the Upper Field. All the funds that we raise are
invested in Sports related activities.
Any new plans for this School Year? The 2015-2016 school year brings new
challenges: the AASCA SOCCER TOURNAMENT will take place in February
2016. This event requires a lot of teamwork, and support to the Athletic
Department in everything that will be needed for the event. We organize the
“Food Court” area, sell the official t-shirt, and organize our “Parents Booster
Team”. We also support the Athletic Department in logistics of the welcome
event, the closing ceremony, food planning, and every other element needed
for our school to shine and have a great impression on our guests. And our
already widely known events: we will continue to organize the Copita Troyana and to “revive” the Mundialito.
Any new members? Yes, every year we are lucky to have new members! This year we presented Merceditas de
Rovira - 7th grade Mom.
As President, any goals or strategies for the new year? Mmm Strategy ... our role as Boosters has demanded more
and more work each year. We are trying to distribute our roles and tasks in a better way, form committees with
clear responsibilities, organize the new Booster Moms support group! We have started well, we have 15 members
this year, and we gradually growing! We are here to support the Trojan Pride!
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AASCA BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS!
Our Boys and Girls Basketball teams had an amazing

Boys’ All Star Team:

performance at the 2015 AASCA Basketball tournament

Miguel

Shukry Zablah/Sebastian

hosted by the American School of Nicaragua!
We congratulate all the team members and join in

Boys’ MVP: Santiago Herrera

celebrating their effort in sportsmanship, team work
Also please congratulate Coaches: David González y

and perseverance!

Ricardo Renderos and their Assistant Coaches Néstor
In particular, please pass along additional accolades to

Orellana and Carlos Valle!

the following:
Trojan Pride at its highest!
Girls’ All Star Team:

Fatima Hasbún/Dayana
GO TROJANS!

Aisenberg
Girls’ MVP: Ximena Domínguez
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EL “CORAZÓN TROYANO” FOR CARRILLO
By: Hudak Hendrix – Upper School Director

“His contagious smile and enthusiasm for his students’ learning
provided amazing levels of inspiration for all.”
Recently the entire EA community came together in order to help one our
own: Mr. Alejandro Carrillo. “El Corazón Troyano” was an interdivisional
collaboration where teachers and staff from the entire school played two
exhibition basketball games against our varsity basketball teams who
would be leaving the following week for their annual AASCA basketball
tournament.
Mr. Carrillo and his family have been suffering with the debilitating effects
of the degenerative disease, ALS. Mr. Carrillo, a long serving coach and
teacher for Escuela Americana continued to work throughout the first
phase of his illness, serving as an example of strength and positivity for all
who encountered him each day. His contagious smile and enthusiasm for
his students’ learning provided amazing levels of inspiration for all.
Various clubs from the middle and upper schools along with class mothers
and the EA Booster’s Club provided snacks and drinks to be sold for the
event. Other businesses donated drinks and food for the event as well.
As the final receipts were tallied, the entire event collected approximately
$5,500.00 to assist with the medical expenses of Mr. Carrillo.
Herein, we have a prime example of our strength in our values, caring and
working together to help one among us who is in need. GO TROJANS!!!
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Dear Teachers: You’re Not Fooling Me
By: Candice on August 20, 2015 Source: Alamo City Moms Blog

“You eagerly awaited your class list and

don’t even want to think about packing lunches for the

carefully went down and checked it out, name

kids each morning, and I’m exhausted just looking at

by precious name. Your classroom has sat

the Pinterest posts on how all the good moms do it. I’m

empty for the past three months, and you’re

praying that no one laughs at my kids when they pull

excited to have it filled with tiny voices again.”

out their Lunchables.

Every new beginning is filled with excitement. We all

We have six kids in our home that we are sending off

know that the “First day of school” can be very exciting

to school this year—five of whom are girls. Do you

but also nerve-racking days. And, in the midst of the

know what it takes mentally to school clothes-shop

emotional turmoil we all undergo during the first days

for five girls? Aside from emptying our bank account

of school, we may forget to acknowledge the incredible

at Target’s and Old Navy’s clearance sections, we also

work teachers do before their new students come into

have to schedule eye doctor appointments for the

their classrooms.

teenagers because we fear they may have damaged
their vision due to intense eye rolls.

Even tough it was a few months ago, during the first
week of school, we shared the following blog post with

My nights for the next nine months will be filled with

all our wonderful teachers. It was written by a mother

trying to get dinner on the table at a decent hour while

to the teachers of her children. We hope you enjoy it.

managing piles upon piles of forms I need to fill out,

___

slips I need to turn in, meetings I need to attend, box
tops I need to cut, and t-shirts I need to buy. And let’s

Dear teachers,

not even talk about trying to find the lost library books

As a mom to a gaggle of kids, I’m a little consumed this

that have completely vanished in the kids’ rooms.

time of year. I’ve spent hours at the store going over
different school supplies lists and checking off stuff as

Then there’s the emotional hit I’ll take when I drop my

I throw it in my cart. The total adds up in my head as

babies off with their new backpacks snugly hugging

I travel down each aisle, and I get a little sick to my

their bodies. I’ll quickly snap as many pictures as I can

stomach. I’m well over my budget and have a full cart

in an effort to catch this moment that will soon be gone

before I even get to the aisle with the lunchboxes. I

forever. I’ll face an empty house when I return home,
and while that can be a blessing for a few
hours, it’s a quiet I haven’t experienced in
months. I’ll miss my babies when they’re
gone. The upside is that I’ll have a clean
house, if only for a few hours, and I’ll have
few moments to just sit and breathe.
Bottom line, sweet teachers: school just
started, and I’m wiped out. I’m a little sad,
and my bank account is definitely a little
lighter.
Then I see you.
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I see that you’re dressed in your nicest outfit, which

box tops you need to count, and papers you need to

I have no doubt you carefully planned and possibly

grade. And let’s not even talk about trying to recover

changed a time or two. Your makeup is fresh, and

the lost library books that haven’t made it back to

every hair on your head is perfectly placed. Your smile

school yet.

is beyond inviting, and I almost blush as I walk into
I see the emotions behind your pretty smile. You’ve

your room.

been anticipating these students since the bell rang on
I see that you’ve gone all out. As I set my bags of supplies

the last day of school last year. You eagerly awaited your

down on the desk, I see my child’s name written in the

class list and carefully went down and checked it out,

most beautiful handwriting, carefully added to her desk

name by precious name. Your classroom has sat empty

and sitting next to a princess cup to hold her pencils.

for the past three months, and you’re excited to have it

Well done. I’ll admit that I’m completely overwhelmed

filled with tiny voices again. I see you patiently pose for

by your room. Seriously, where does one get all of those

pictures with each child as their parents fumble with

alphabet letters, addition and multiplication cards,

their cameras, trying to focus through the tears. It will

tubs for literally everything, and adorable banner

be a while before you get to just sit down in the quiet
and take a deep breath, but I see you rejoice in that.

above your desk? How many hours did you spend
in this room before you decided it was ready?

Bottom line, sweet teachers: school just
I see every detail you’ve

started, and I’ll bet you’re

added

wiped out and definitely a

to

my

child’s

little lighter in the bank

learning environment.

account; but I
see you. I see

I see that you’ve
spent
amount

a
of

good

how hard you’ve

your

worked before the

and

first day of school

almost all of your

even started. I see

summer

that you chose this job not to

“spare” money making sure

get rich or famous. I see that you chose

your classroom is a warm and inviting

this job because you love it and the kids, and because

learning place for all the precious children who walk
into it. I know you had a supplies list that was much

you know that the sacrifices you’ve made, money

longer than mine and carefully checked off each item

you’ve spent, and hours you’ve dedicated outside of

as you put it in your cart, knowing that you were well

that building are molding our younger generation to

over budget. I’ll bet your cart was full with teaching

grow up to do big things.

supplies before you even made it to the lunchbox aisle
and that you pray the other teachers won’t laugh at you

Wonderful teachers, we’re in this together, and I see

when you pull out your Lunchable.

you.

I see that the next nine months will be filled with trying
to get dinner on the table at a decent hour while you
manage piles upon piles of forms you need to fill out,
slips you need to turn in, meetings you need to attend,
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WE ARE ALL FRIENDS MONTH AT THE LOWER SCHOOL!
Orange was the “in” color at lower school all through out October!
to celebrate bullying prevention month. Many special activities were
organized by the Counselors so that all LS students be aware of what being
a good friend means and to teach them about bullying and how hurtful it
may be.
One of the special activities was that students got to read the “Friendship
Pledge”. Also, through AURASMA, augmented reality activities, students
got to see special videos about friendship and bullying prevention. They
used ipads and had lots of fun watching the short movies.
Values such as kindness, generosity, and respect were discussed in the
classrooms and reinforced by teachers with several activities. Teachers
were very proactive in addressing bullying prevention by reading stories,
watching videos and discussing the issue in class.
Further, they had a special PE activity called the “Friendship Rally”. It was
fun to see them running along a very long obstacle course: they had to
run through cones, jump hurdles, push carts and jump on a trampoline.
Another fun activity was the “orange jeans day” where all students got to
wear jeans and an orange shirt. Jeans days are always especially fun!
It was great to see how the entire Lower School participated with excitement
in this month long celebration. This was a celebration of friendship!
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RETURNING TO HOPAC
By: Jonathan Rivera- NJHS Member

“As we could see the smiles on their faces, we
knew that specific period in time was going to be
unforgettable to them”
This past October 6 the entire group of NJHS members
took a second trip to HOPAC. This time things were
quite different because the residents participated in new
activities, including the breaking a very special piñata. The
piñata was special because it included strings that had to
be pulled, allowing everyone to participate. All at once we
pulled the strings, and as soon as the cookies fell on the
floor, immediately there were people picking them up with
such excitement. There was this one person who picked ten
cookies all at once and went to hide them to his bedroom
so no one would steal them from him. Then he returned
from his bedroom as if no one had seen him, and he was so
happy with those cookies. After the piñata, we gave them
juice to enjoy with the cookies which made a perfect match.
To end the day, we played catch the ball and some people
were doing dunks in a small basketball court! As we could see the smiles on their faces, we knew that specific
period in time was going to be unforgettable to them. We, as the NJHS enjoy giving love and happiness to all.
Our help will be cherished forever. We are looking forward to another visit and making them have another
memorable moment. We also look forward to help other organizations and provide more love and care. I am
proud to be a member of NJHS.
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7TH GRADERS LEARN ABOUT CONSERVATION OF SEA TURTLES
By: Communications Office

“Hundreds of baby turtles struggled to get to the
water while the 7th grade class cheered in awe for
these brave little warriors”
Our 7th graders enjoyed a Service trip that proved to be
full of educational information as well as lots of fun in
the sun! The entire class hoped on big yellow buses and
travelled to Amatecampo Beach to witness one of the
most unforgettable experiences in life: release hundreds
of baby sea turtles to the ocean.
They learned about the life cycle of a turtle, that they are
endangered and protected species and what they can do
to help conserve these beautiful sea creatures. Later, they
got to go down to the beach and release their own baby
Golfina Turtle. Hundreds of baby turtles struggled to get
to the water while the 7th grade class cheered in awe for
these brave little warriors. It was an amazing feeling to
see the faces of all the students feel proud that they have
helped conserve this highly endangered species which
about 1 in 1,000 make it to adulthood.
Thank you Mrs. Dutriz and Mrs. Cordelia Alvergue for
once more hosting our 7th grade class! We are thankful for
your generosity and for allowing our students to witness
the wonders of nature and at the same time enjoy some
time as a class! In the wise words of Benjamin Franklin:
“Tell me and I forget. Teach me and remember. Involve
me and I will learn”.
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el servicio empieza en casa
Por: Carmen Cristales - Maestra de Secundaria

“La sensación de satisfacción al ayudar a

aprendizaje se pasa rápido, con los diferentes estilos y

alguien que lo necesita es una de las cosas más

actividades de acuerdo a los diferentes niveles se pueden

maravillosas que podemos experimentar.”

escuchar a los más pequeños repitiendo las palabras
en voz alta hasta pronunciarlas bien y memorizarlas,

El Club EASEC (Escuela Americana Students English

otras veces se les ve feliz pintando y cantando en inglés.

Classes), fue creado con el objetivo de beneficiar a
nuestro personal de apoyo, (personal de limpieza,

Los alumnos intermedios realizan otras actividades y se

jardinería, mantenimiento y seguridad) con clases de

les puede ver practicando oraciones, dibujando objetos

inglés para sus hijos, las cuales son impartidas los días

y situaciones para hacer más fácil su memorización, y

sábados por la mañana.

haciendo actividades creativas.
Los alumnos más avanzados pasan a la pizarra y
practican oraciones más complejas,

aprenden las

conjugaciones de los verbos y sus diferentes tiempos, y
practican más la pronunciación.

Las personas encargadas de impartir las clases de inglés
son alumnos de décimo y onceavo grado de nuestra
escuela, y las profesoras encargadas de la supervisión
general son Karen Clemente y Carmen Cristales.

A las 9:00 am es la hora del recreo. Los alumnos
reciben sus refrigerios y luego pasan a los juegos con

Al venir por la mañana alrededor de las 7:45 am, los

sus profesores: futbol, B.K.B, mica, ladrón librado,

profesores y los encargados del club nos reunimos en el

hasta baile y los más pequeños se van con sus maestros

lobby de la escuela, recogemos los materiales de apoyo,

al área de juegos. Se pasa un rato bien entretenido.

utensilios de enseñanza y los refrigerios para los niños
y luego nos dirigimos al área de TLC, específicamente

A las 9:30 regresamos a las clases y se cambia de

en las graderías donde encontramos a los niños y las

actividad para realizar proyectos creativos. Finalmente,

niñas beneficiados con nuestra labor. Ver la cara de

a las 10:30 los profesores llevan a los alumnos a las

alegría de estos pequeños, al ver llegar a sus maestros y

graderías para esperar y entregar a los niños a sus

correr al lado de ellos, es una experiencia única. Luego

padres.

cada maestro se dirige a su aula con sus alumnos.

Es realmente una experiencia maravillosa que nos
llena de satisfacción.

Adentro de cada clase, el tiempo de enseñanza y
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AASCA Leadership Conference - Panama City
“If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more,
do more and become more, you are a leader” - John Quincy
Adams.
Ten EA Upper School students had the opportunity to attend the
AASCA Leadership Conference hosted by the International School of
Panama. The students participated in leadership activities, listened
to inspiring talks, visited two International Universities and had the
opportunity to serve and lead with a local community. They shared
this experience with other 128 students from schools in the Central
American Region. Future leaders in the making.
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TRANSFORMATIONAL SERVICE AT FUNTER
By: John Benck – Upper School Teacher / Patty Pola and Ali Fiallos - Upper School Students

“As an American teacher visiting with our
kids it opens your eyes to what is being done
in El Salvador, and an opportunity to see
our kids in an environment different from
school. Some kids are almost transformed
when given an opportunity to show their
skills with tools and take a leadership role.”
Service Learning or simply helping others brings
about a change in you. What you often see others
struggling through has an effect on you that makes
one realize how fortunate you are and that simply
showing up sometimes leaves a lasting impression.
The FUNTER Rehabilitation Center is one of those
opportunities that make us better students, teachers,
administrators and citizens of our country.
FUNTER came about to help with the terrible
injuries people received during and following
the civil war. Many people lost limbs or were
permanently disabled. From those humble beginnings now sits a state-of-the-art facility that serves people from
all social strata and with many different problems. Part of our service learning was to travel there after school and
help assemble wheelchairs; eventually aid in their distribution, and attend a wonderful party at the conclusion of
our time there that featured amongst other things a magical clown, piñatas, and priceless smiles on kid’s faces.
Just some of the comments from students are as follows:
“It was a fulfilling experience that helped me realize how lucky I am to help others.” –Giuseppe Angelucci
“It feels great to use our energies to help others who are in need.” –Vidal Valle
“I think that helping people doesn’t only make you a better person, but it also creates better opportunities for
others who need it.” –Diana Valladares
“Every wheel chair is a better opportunity for the people who need it.” –Isabel Noubleau
“Funter is a place where you can spread happiness.” –Paty Vega
“In Funter I learned how to be a better citizen. I feel glad to have been given this opportunity to share my time
with these amazing kids.” –Patty Pola
Going to Funter was a marvelous experience where we got to share laughs with the kids. We joined them in a trip
to Museo Marte, and we celebrated with them in “la piñata”. It was amazing to see them have a good time in “la
piñata”; their eyes were full of joy. Regardless of their limitations, they did their best in hitting the piñata as hard
as they could. Also, in the museum they enjoyed seeing the paintings and using finger-paints to paint flowers.
We didn’t just treat children, we treated adults as well. Everyone showed expressions of gratefulness and joy.
The good thing about this experience is that we got to help different age groups. Overall, we recommend other
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students to participate in Funter to help people
in this excellent physical rehabilitation center.
“One of the best aspects of Funter is that they
encourage and promote teamwork; it would
have been impossible to build those wheelchairs
on our own. We also created bonds with people
that we usually don’t interact with during school,
and we even became friends with the two guys
who were in charge of supervising us. Other than
team building, FUNTER was a great experience
because we knew that the wheelchairs we built
would change someone’s life forever. It could
determine whether a little boy stays in bed all
day or goes to school, or if kids will grow up
looking after their parent or if a parent will be able to take care of his children. It can bring life back to someone
who thought that there was no more hope.” Patty Pola
“I recently went to “Hospital Militar” as a translator for doctors; they were here to treat people who suffer from
a condition known as clubfoot. While I was roaming the halls going back and forth from x-ray to consults I saw a
little girl with one of the wheelchairs that we built at Funter. I also saw one of those wheelchairs when we went to
“Hospital Bloom.” Seeing people with those chairs made me feel proud. I knew it wasn’t one of the chairs we had
built but it showed that the chairs we build
will make a difference.” –Ali Fiallos
As an American teacher visiting with our kids
it opens your eyes to what is being done in El
Salvador, and an opportunity to see our kids
in an environment different from school.
Some kids are almost transformed when
given an opportunity to show their skills with
tools and take a leadership role. Listening to
our resident comics, Daniella and Valeria, on
the way home made the day for me; seeing
“Nacho” in action left me in awe!
When the Teletón comes around this is as
good a cause. See you all then!
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MY GREATEST ACCOMPLISHMENT
By: Vanessa Perez- 12th grade student

“The entire experience taught me that while I may not be in control of
everything around me, I am certainly in control of how I react to them.
Chemotherapy showed me what I was made of.”

There is a saying about character that defines it as what it left when everything else is
lost. Based on that description, I am quite fortunate to have learned at a young age that
I am a person of strong character, a person of strong spirit, and a fighter.
But, as with most lessons, it wasn’t learned easily. In
December 2013, doctors removed a ten-pound tumor
from my abdomen. I spent the start of the following year undergoing a rigorous
chemotherapy treatment. Believe it or not, being sick was the easy part of the
journey.
On my 16 birthday I was bald, weak, and a mere shell of my former self. Pre-chemo
I ran Cross Country, competed in gymnastics and could do more pull-ups than
the majority of my male peers. My post-chemo body could barely make it up the
staircase. Furthermore, I felt isolated. Friends tended to stay away and my bald
head attracted stares.
It was when I hit this particular physical and mental low that I realized I had to get better. Waiting to “feel better”
would not work. I had to take my life back. At this point I signed up to work with a “Cancer to 5k” trainer (“Cancer
to 5k” is a program that helps cancer survivors get back in shape). It took 12 weeks, but I was able to run a 5k mud
run. It was not my best time by far, but I did it. I was on my way.
Next, I sought out the help of a personal trainer to increase my muscle strength and
flexibility. She suggested I needed another goal. It was then that I began to refocus on
gymnastics. Initially I was happy to be tumbling again, but soon it wasn’t enough. I
tackled the other events and once my upper body strength was sufficient, I was able to
compete on the uneven parallel bars for my high school’s varsity team.
Being a part of a team again was incredibly rewarding. It gave me the final push I needed
to compete again as an all-around gymnast. In 2015 though my local YMCA program, I
was awarded my highest all-around score and competed at nationals where I took first
place in the floor exercise and finished with a third place all-around score.
The entire experience taught me that while I may not be in control of everything around me, I am certainly in
control of how I react to them. Chemotherapy showed me what I was made of. I know I can do hard things,
and I know I can do them with a good attitude. It taught me that I had strength, faith, resilience and courage. I
conquered something and in the process achieved something I did not think was possible. And that, by far, is my
greatest accomplishment.
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AP LENGUA VISITA INSTALACIONES DE LA PRENSA GRÁFICA
Por: Daniella Merz- 9º grado

Estudiantes de Noveno Grado de la clase AP Lengua y Cultura conocen La Prensa Gráfica como cierre al tema:
“La Noticia”
Las instalaciones de La Prensa Gráfica en Santa Elena recibió la visita de 60 alumnos de la clase de AP Lengua y
Cultura el pasado mes de octubre. Dicha excursión se llevó a cabo con el fin de concluir el tema de la noticia, el
cual ha sido estudiado durante las últimas semanas en la clase de Mrs.Cecilia Romero-Blanco. Junto a la Mrs.
Romero, los profesores y personal administrativo de la Escuela Americana, Alison Googans, Jesús Alemán, Carlos
Clemente y Estelí Mejía, acompañaron a los alumnos por un educativo recorrido por los edificios principales de
LPG y conocieron acerca de las diferentes funciones que tienen los empleados de ese lugar.
En la visita, que tuvo una duración de aproximadamente dos horas, los
estudiantes escucharon una charla a cargo de la Ing. Ligia Eugenia Rodríguez
del área de Recursos Humanos y una colaboradora del área de Educación. Los
jóvenes de la clase de AP Lengua aprendieron sobre la historia de la empresa,
la producción del periódico y las diferentes áreas que existen dentro del Grupo
Editorial Dutriz. También conocieron sobre las diferentes partes que contiene
el periódico, como la Portada, el Editorial, Economía, Deportes, entre otros.
Adicionalmente, los alumnos pudieron experimentar de primera mano parte
del proceso de producción al manipular las planchas metálicas que se utilizan para imprimir las noticias. Muchos
se impresionaron al enterarse que la producción del rotativo “nunca para”. Las máquinas trabajan las 24 horas lo
cual sorprendió particularmente a Camila Eserski, una alumna del bloque F que comentó: “Es increíble que estas
máquinas nunca descansen y produzcan tantos periódicos al día.”
La Ing. Rodríguez aseguró que “si bien el número de páginas que lleva un periódico varía día con día, la realidad
es que se produce un margen de entre 100,000 a 145, 000 ejemplares diarios.” Asimismo comentó que se
imprimen y se producen otros periódicos más especializados, revistas y suplementos de interés tales como El
Chero, El Gráfico, la Revista Ella, El Economista (a nivel regional), Blur y Motor. Como cierre de la charla los
estudiantes tuvieron la oportunidad de conversar con una editora/periodista de la sección de Economía quien
narró algunas anécdotas propias de su labor y los errores comunes que a veces se cometen cuando se escribe una
nota demasiado rápido, “los errores ortográficos que a veces se nos pasan”, recalcó.
Hubo un estallido de risas cuando la periodista comentó cómo ha cambiado su labor al convertirse en un agente
“multifunciones” ya que hoy en día ya no basta con aparecer a una conferencia de prensa y tomar notas. “Ahora
se debe llegar a la conferencia, prestar atención y tomar notas para redactar la noticia pero mientras tanto hay
que subir un texto de la nota y fotografías al Twitter; preparar el texto para la nota que se va a publicar en la
página web y simultáneamente subir un video del suceso en la plataforma de LPG!”
Después de un interesante recorrido que incluyó una breve visita a la sala principal de máquinas donde se
imprimen y compaginan los periódicos y las revistas y, la pequeña exhibición de ejemplares históricos como
la Firma de los Acuerdos de Paz y la Visita del Papa Juan Pablo II a El Salvador; los alumnos de la clase de AP
Lengua terminaron su excursión compartiendo no solo un refrigerio sino una bonita experiencia al conocer de
cerca un rotativo que celebra ya 100 años de existencia.
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Profiling: Celina de Sola - Class of 1995
GLASSWING’s ‘Commitment to Action’

ideal learning environments for children and youth,
and perform well above the national average. Glasswing
has partnered with the United States Agency for
Glasswing
Sola

International

Founder

Celina

de

graduated from EA in 1995, announced the

organization’s ‘Commitment to Action’ during the
2015 Clinton Global Initiative (CGI) Annual Meeting
this September. Central America is currently facing
immense challenges, among them, the highest levels
of violence in the world, along with unaccompanied
minors emigrating to escape desperate conditions.
Glasswing is embarking on an ambitious effort to turn
100 public schools into community schools, providing
youth with invaluable opportunities, and empowering
communities to share in the commitment.
“It is a critical time for Central America given the
incredible challenges facing youth and communities.
Working closely with public schools to make them the
center of community pride and activity, while providing

International Development (USAID) over the past five
years to develop the model at schools in El Salvador,
Honduras, and Guatemala.
Glasswing’s three-year commitment will mobilize
teachers, parents, students, community members, and
company employees as volunteers, creating a greater
sense of ownership, empowerment, civic participation,
and sustainability. The main components include:
Extreme school makeovers
After-school programs and competitions
Community engagement and training
This initiative, which will be rolled out in Costa Rica,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and
Panama, will directly benefit over 37,000 children and
youth, as well as 1,500 adults.

youth with positive role models, a sense of hope, and
the skills for a brighter future is what community
schools are all about. We are committed to increasing
our community schools from approximately 30 to a
total of 100 throughout Central America. These will
serve as a catalyst for change, while providing leaders
for tomorrow,” said Celina. “Working with the Clinton
Global Initiative is key to our efforts.”
Glasswing International’s 100 community schools
focus on strengthening ties between different sectors
in the community in order to create safe, health, and
more resilient communities. Community Schools are
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Profiling: Carlos Orellana - Class of 1998
BRINGING LIGHT TO THOSE IN THE DARK..
The following article was published in “Social

possible through a model that leveraged economies

Entrepreneurs of the Year” earlier this year.

of scale, a vertically integrated supply chain, and
medical innovation in surgical

Imagine your life without the sense of sight. Imagine

procedures.

the implications of losing your sight for you and

At its inception, the core

those around you. In the world today, more than 280

business was cataract surgeries,

million people are visually impaired, the majority are

but today salauno has expanded

50 years or older and suffer losses of productivity and

procedures

independence. Astonishingly, 80 percent of all visual

complications, refractive surgery, and pterigium

impairment and blindness cases are preventable.

surgeries, among others.

A developing country with stretched resources,

Applying Toyota principles of lean and efficient

Mexico’s government cannot provide necessary services

procedures, salauno’s model and operations ensure an

to the entire population. Additional efforts, mostly via

efficient flow of patients throughout the process and

the private sector, have developed to satisfy demand

offers the lowest prices. This approach helps patients

and eliminate preventable blindness. Disruptive

save not only their economic resources, but also another

innovation in the health sector in health sector is

invaluable currency at the base of the pyramid: time.

to

includeretina

Mexico’s for tackling its staggering backlog and future
cases. Regarding eye care, the most prominent barriers

Today, with a strong network of alliances and a hub and

people encounter in seeking

spoke business model, it not only treats eye problems

treatment are three: information,

but also promotes prevention. It is imperative for

geographic, and economic. The

society to actively seek eye care constantly in order to

patient alone cannot tackle these

prevent unnecessary blindness.

barriers. The participation of

Through a series of low-cost consultations and

different stakeholders, including

preliminary studies, salauno helps reduce preventable

government

disorders before they even arise.

entities,

private

enterprises, large corporations,
and individuals, is necessary to create systemic change.

Accessibility is key. salauno strives to transform health
services in Mexico and reach the people who need them

salauno is one such stakeholder. The social enterprise

the most. While its focus is visual health, its model can

seeks to give Mexico’s underserved back their eyesight

be replicated across the health spectrum. Its success

and change their everyday lives. Its mission is to

is an invitation for entrepreneurs disrupt and help

eliminate obstacles and provide quality eye care services

break down barriers to public health in order to have a

at accessible prices for marginalized communities. It

healthier, happier world.

started with an idea and a trip to India. The two CEOs,
Javier Okhuysen and Carlos Orellana – EA Class of

Carlos Orellana Aguilar – EA Class of 1998 and Javier

1998, sought a scalable and profitable project with a

Okhuysen Urrutia are the co-founders of salauno.

social impact. They thoroughly studied Aravind, an
Indian nonprofit and the largest eye care hospital in
the world, and its path to success.
Achieving lower costs than the competition was
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Annual Sports Award Ceremony
The Athletics Department along with The Booster Club organized the Annual Sports Award Ceremony, to celebrate
all students who participate in competitive sports. It was a colorful and energetic event with the participation of
more than 800 Trojan athletes. Students in all teams were chosen to receive awards for Most Valuable Players,
Most Improved and Coaches’ Awards. This is to motivate team members to give their best effort in their sport.
A special award was also given to Margarita de Pineda, our Lower School After School Activities Coordinator,
who was awarded “The Best Comeback” and was recognized for her special spirit. Our dear Mr. Alejandro Carrillo
was also recognized for his courage and his positive impact on our students.
The ceremony was a display of Trojan Pride, school spirit and sportsmanship.
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traffic guide lines
Dear EA Parents,
Taking into account our community’s well-being, we’d like to remind you of the traffic guidelines in order to
prevent accidents and reduce delays that we have had in the past in the school pick-up and drop-off lines.
We thank everyone who follows these guidelines:
-Do not block neighbor’s driveways, nor crossroads (including at the Princess)
-Do not pass or invade lanes. Breaking lines or having someone hold a spot for your car is disrespectful to all
others.
-Avoid the use of mobile devices (applies to kids being dropped off)
-Avoid purchasing from informal sellers, to prevent hidden delinquency
Sincerely, and thanking everyone in advance for following the guidelines,
Ken Templeton
General Director
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