Rowland Unified School District: Proudly serving students of Rowland Heights, West Covina, Walnut, La Puente, and City of Industry

NEW NOBLE LOOK FOR NOGALES HIGH

The Rowland Unified Board of Education just approved preliminary
design plans that will revitalize Nogales High School with four new
building structures, parking and entrance areas. Highlights include
a two-story building with classrooms and administrative offices
(shown on the left), a Food Services building with covered dining
and staff lounge, and Multipurpose Room. A new “Super Room”
would feature four individual classrooms that could open up into
one large area for meetings with video conferencing.
Due to extraordinary savings by using two closed elementary
schools as temporary housing during modernization, along with
competitive construction bidding, the District will be able to
completely fund the Nogales High School project from savings –
an estimated $22-$24 million.

Artchitectural
designs provided by
HMC Architects.

This fall the community and Board of Education will be
presented final plans for new buildings at Nogales High
School. Once approved by the state architect (a 6 - 8
month process), the project will go to bid. Construction
would take an estimated 18 months.

Permit No. 5325

City of Industry, CA

PA I D

Newsweek Magazine ranked the best 1,000 public high
schools in the nation and once again, congratulations to
Rowland High School! The top schools were featured, “The
ones that have proven to be the most effective in turning out
college-ready grads.” To receive a ranking, schools provided
data such as graduation rates, AP/IB/AICE tests taken per
student and the number of AP courses offered. To explore
Rowland High School, visit www.rowlandhs.org

U.S. Postage

Rowland HS Named Again One of America's Best High Schools

Nonprofit Organization

Left: Parking lot would feature new student drop-off areas,
a staff parking lot, and improved lighting. Right: A beautiful
Multipurpose room the size of a basketball court would feature
inside/outside stages for student activities and performances.

SUMMER ARTS, SCIENCE AND RECREATION PROGRAMS FOR KIDS!

Teri Malkin (Chair of Essay/Theme Committee) with Parade Co-Chair Lynne Ebenkamp
(Rowland Heights Coordinating Council), Rowland High students Jasper Luong (First
Place), Jian-Sen Wu (Third Place) with Parade Co-Chair Sue Ann Tai (Rowland Heights
Chinese Association). Not shown was second place RHS student winner Derrick Mar
(who is featured on page 3).
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2012-13 School Year Begins: August 20, 2012!

Buckboard Days Parade & Festival October 20

"A Diverse Community United in Service." High school seniors from Nogales, Rowland
and Santana High Schools and Southland Christian School were asked to suggest
parade themes and nominate someone who makes Rowland Heights a better
place to live. Congratulations to the Grand Marshal essay writer winner Jasper
Luong, Rowland High School senior, who nominated Teacher/ASB Adviser Leslie
Phillips. Jasper will receive a $250 prize. “Educational Institutions” will be highlighted
in this year’s parade. Parade Grand Marshals are: Rowland Unified Superintendent
Dr. Maria Ott, Rowland High School Teacher Leslie Phillips and Southland Christian
School President Glenn Duncan. To be a Buckboard
Parade Participant or Sponsor, or for Festival
information, email buckboardparade@hotmail.com.
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Summer Recreation Classes – Swim classes at the Nogales High School pool, piano
lessons, computer classes or sports, the Rowland Recreation Department offers it
all for families! Visit recreation.rowland.k12.ca.us or call (626) 965-5975 ext. 1567.
Need More Ideas? Visit www.RowlandSchools.org
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5th Annual Family Fine Arts Day Camp features art,
storytelling and music games of Education Through
Music for the entire family – from ages 3 to adult!
Classes are July 16 – 20 at Hurley Elementary in La
Puente from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information,
contact Rosanne Forgette at Hurley Elementary at
(626) 965-2429 or visit educationthroughmusic.com

Rowland Unified School District
1830 S. Nogales Street
Rowland Heights, CA 91748-2993
Become a Fan at Facebook.com/RowlandUSD

Don’t miss these many exciting summer programs
for kids! New Hands-on Science Classes! Build
science experiments and robots, create silly putty
and Flubber, explore rock formations, dinosaurs and
space! The Youth Science Center will offer science
classes for budding scientists in grades K-8. Classes
are available July 16 – 27 at Blandford Elementary in
Rowland Heights. Visit www.youthsciencecenter.org

Alvarado to Become One to One iPad School
Alvarado Intermediate Principal Ying Tsao
wants to see an iPad in every one of her
students’ hands. Her team of teachers has
already seen the power of the technology
– in a word: Engagement.

“You can hear a pin drop when my
students are using the iPads,” said 8th
grade Teacher Sue Cook. “Everyone is
engaged. The motivation is incredible!
They are all on task and are so
excited. I have very few students that
are absent when we use them for an
activity, and if they do miss class, they
are mad.”
Last year, Tsao purchased 166 iPads and
half of the teaching team volunteered to
be trained. Carts of 36 iPads are shared
among the departments in Math, Science,
English and Social Studies. Even elective
classes such as Cooking and Music use
them.
“My teachers have seen not only total
engagement with students, but the ease
of use for both teaching and learning,”
continued Tsao. “Checkpoint tests can
easily be given to students and they get
instant feedback. They can take the test
and see their score right then. The number

of free applications that are available is
also amazing. The amount of collaboration
that now happens for both teachers and
students is exciting to watch.”
Before moving ahead with school-wide
implementation, Tsao and a team of
teachers from every content area went
to CUE, one of the premiere education
technology conferences. They were so
impressed with the dramatic achievement
scores seen in math and literacy at schools
with iPads, they knew that waiting was not
an option.
In May, Alvarado surveyed parents and
held informational meetings for current
7th grade students and incoming student
families. Parents were passionate and very,
very excited. But the School needed a 90%
commitment from families to purchase
the technology or it could not plan a
total school-wide implementation. Three
types of payment options were presented
to parents (full payment of the iPad 2
at $516.16, a nine-month payment plan
for 8th graders at $58.70 or an 18 month
payment plan option for 7th graders at
$29.74).
“As a National School to Watch School,
– there is no comparison with the number
of programs we offer to our students for
a well-rounded education,” said Principal
Tsao. “We are proud to offer more than 10
electives for students, and our numerous
after-school intervention programs are
offered for free. We see the power of this
technology and I hope we can get the
community support so that we can move
ahead with full implementation next year.”
For more information on the iPad
implementation at Alvarado Intermediate,
please call Principal Ying Tsao at
(626)964-2358 or visit
www.alvaradoschool.org

Nogales Opens Garage Door for Community
Nogales High School
held an “Open
Garage Tour” on May
15 to showcase their
new $2.1 million stateof-the-art Automotive
Technology Program.
The new facility was
modernized thanks
to a match from
the District’s 2006
community-approved
Measure R Bond and
a match from the
state voter approved
Prop 1D Career Technical Education Facilities Modernization Allocation.
“We are the only high school in California to have an Engine
Dynamometer that diagnoses automotive engines of all sizes, up to 1,500
horsepower,” said Nogales Automotive Teacher Michael McCarthy. “We
also have a AWD In-Ground Chassis Dyno that tests a whole vehicle under
real world running conditions.”
This new facility assists students in various auto service activities with
“hands-on” opportunities. Students engage in skill development that
is basic to all transportation industries and integrates core curriculum
including math, geometry, science, physics and communication.
Students are introduced to the basic operation and components
of the automobile and learn the proper use of tools, engine
parts, scheduled maintenance, electrical components and safe
maintenance procedures. Students will be prepared for internships,
post-secondary programs and job placement in the ever-growing
transportation industry.
“We want our students
to be familiar with the
types of machines used
in the industry,” said
McCarthy. “One out
of 10 jobs in the U.S. is
related to transportation
and it will continue to
grow with the push for
individual transportation
and green hybrid,
fuel cell and electric
vehicles.”
To view feature stories
about the Nogales
Automotive Technology
Program that appeared on Channel 4 and Channel 7 News, go to
www.RowlandSchools.org under Featured Videos. For further information,
please contact Nogales Automotive Teacher Michael McCarthy at
(626)965-3437 ext. 3615 or visit www.nogaleshs.org
Pictured above is the SuperFlow AutoDyn 30 and students from the Automotive Technology Program
with Nogales Automotive Teacher Mike McCarthy.
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OSWALT ACADEMY NAMED FOR THIRD
CONSECUTIVE YEAR
Oswalt Academy has the
prestigious honor of being named
an “Apple Distinguished School”
for the third year in a row – one
of only two schools in California
with this achievement. Oswalt
was recognized for its visionary
leadership, one-to-one access
to technology, and creating a
successful 21st Century teaching
and learning environment. Since
initiating the Laptop for Learning
program in 2008, Oswalt has
transformed into a rich, digital
Apple Education Team Cheryl Lee and West Interian present
Oswalt Academy Principal Kevin Despard with Award.
learning oasis that has garnered
remarkable results in closing the
achievement gap in math and literacy.
“Our students have made dramatic gains in their writing proficiency. In 2008,
60% of 7th graders scored proficient on the writing assessment. In 2011, 99%
of our students reached proficiency in writing,” said Oswalt Principal Kevin
Despard. “In math, the percentage of 6th grade students scoring below or far
below basic has decreased from 17% to 2% and in English Language Arts, 14%
to 2%. The key is our outstanding teachers, combined with powerful one-toone learning.”
Oswalt has more than 500 one-to-one laptops in grades 5 – 8 that are parent
funded and in use daily. The school has continued to expand its technologyinfused learning in grades K-4 with the use of more than 200 iPod Touches
in the classrooms. “The infusion of technology has transformed the way our
students learn and teachers teach,” said Despard.
“In the first three years of the laptop program, Oswalt teachers participated
in 21 days of professional development. That level of professional development
is unprecedented, and it’s one of the main reasons you see the level of
seamless technology integration when you visit the classrooms,” said Cheryl
Lee, Development Executive from Apple Education.
“The Oswalt teachers have evolved from simply substituting technology
for the typical uses such as note-taking, word processing and accessing skills
activities on the web. The teachers design engaging projects that allow the
students to create rich media projects with a wide variety of graphic and
media tools," continued Lee. "Students use the technology every day, another
one of the success factors identified with technology programs that make an
impact.”
For more information about Oswalt Academy, contact Principal Kevin
Despard at (626) 810-4109 or visit www.OswaltAcademy.org

YELLOW BUSES GO GREEN

To maximize energy savings and take
part in the “Going Green Initiative,”
the Rowland Unified Transportation
Department has replaced a fleet
of its older transit buses with 10 new
compressed natural gas (CNG) buses
that reduce fuel costs by one-third
over the next three to five years.
The District will pay only 97 cents a
gallon for its 19 buses (versus a cost of
$2.43 a gallon at the pump) due to a
state tax incentive savings for going
green.
“All the buses will come with so
many safety features, such as GPS
units that will enable us to track them throughout the U.S. and the ability to monitor
speed, stops, and see where they are at all times,” said Transportation Director Keith
Moore (pictured above with new fleet). “Other features include video cameras both
inside and outside the bus, fully-padded flame retardant seats with seat belts, natural
gas leak detectors, automatic fire suppression systems, four emergency exits plus two
roof vents, and air conditioning units for most of the new buses.”
Funding for the CNG buses and for building a new CNG refueling facility came from
the State of California Air Resources Board Prop 1B Grant to assist local school districts
with funding and replacing their older gross-polluting buses with clean alternative fuel
buses. Rowland will apply for additional grant funding to purchase and replace nine
more CNG buses later this year.

Santana High Racks Up Awards...

Santana High School was awarded the
“Community Partnership Award of Excellence”
by Cal Poly Pomona. The school was recognized
for its work with Cal Poly students in Community
Service-Learning. “This is something really
wonderful to have young people from Cal Poly
working with our students and encouraging them
about the next steps in life and helping them get
through to graduation,” said Santana Guidance
Technician II Dana Harris. Cal Poly students are
mentors, assisting with academic tutoring in the
areas of math and science. They have helped
beautify the campus with a new mural and have Santana's Counselor Dr. Lynn Cross and Guidance
secured donations for the weekend food pantry Technician II Dana Harris with Cal Poly Award.
program.

Santana Captures Top Honors
2012 Solar Cup™

Santana High School’s solar boat team captured
the “Hottest-Looking Boat” Award at the nation’s
largest solar-powered boat competition,
Metropolitan Water District’s 10th Annual 2012
Solar Cup™. Students from 39 high schools
throughout Southern California competed in the
seven-month program in which students build,
equip and race 16-foot, single-seat canoes
powered only by the sun.

graduate Spotlights...

with Distinction, an Honor Roll student, and
is on track to receive an I.B. Diploma. Campus
activities include serving as the IBA Club
Secretary, the California Scholarship Federation
Historian, the Interact Treasurer, Theatre
Publicity Crew Head, and as a member of the
National Honor Society and Link Crew. She was
also a member of the JV Swim Team (2 years)
and Varsity Swim Team (2 years). She gives back
to the community by participating in beach
clean ups, AIDS Walks, food basket programs,
blood drives, and tutoring. In addition, she
Derrick Mar with RHS Vice Principal Bob Withers. “I am volunteers at the public library during the
summer.
at a loss for words when I talk about Coach Withers and
Coach Hamlow – my two mentors.”

KEVIN HAYKAWA
Rowland HS
GPA: 4.33
College: UC
Berkeley
Major: Mechanical
Engineering

DERRICK MAR Rowland HS GPA: 4.15
College: UC Berkeley
Major: Business Administration
Scholarships: More than $20,000 in
scholarships, including the Coca-Cola Regional
Scholarship, California State PTA Scholarship,
SGV Eagle Scout Scholarship, and Lowes
Scholarship.
Derrick is an AP Scholar with Distinction,
a National Merit Scholarship Commended
Student and a Principal Honor Roll Student. He
has received a Top Ten Renaissance Award, the
Athlete Scholar Renaissance Award, and had
an 800 math SAT score.
Campus activities include serving as President
of the Envirosci Club, where he founded a
7,500 square feet landscaping garden called
the RHS Service Area in the front of the school.
He devoted more than 1,500 community
service hours in this location. He was also
Vice-President of the National Honor Society,
Treasurer of the Chess Club, and Commissioner
of Student Relations for the California
Scholarship Federation. Derrick is also an Eagle
Scout.
A talented athlete, Derrick has received
several awards, is the Captain of the Varsity
Basketball team and a member of the Varsity
Tennis team, and has earned a 4-year Varsity
letter.
“Derrick is typified by the great coach John
Wooden, ‘The definition of greatness is not
someone of great skill, but rather someone of
great skill that makes everybody better’ and
that’s what Derrick is," said Rowland High
School Vice Principal Bob Withers. "In my 34
years in education, he is one of the top three
students whom I have come into contact who
has great character. Before he graduated, he
has already left his footprint at this school.”
WESLEY RU Rowland HS GPA: 4.47
College: University of Pennsylvania
Major: Biochemistry. Will conduct research
during the summer for the Chemistry
Department.

Rowland High Seniors Wesley Ru and Rachel Duan.
Favorite Teachers: “Mr. Koyfman makes
calculus so easy to understand. Mr. Ludlam
made a really boring subject for me exciting (AP
US History), and made me want to go to his
class every day.”
An IB/AP student, Wesley is the first in his
class and is the Valedictorian. He is on track
to receive an I.B. Diploma, is a National Merit
Scholarship recipient, and is an AP Scholar
with Distinction. He also received the Rowland
High School Mathematics and Social Studies
Department Awards. Wesley is also a twotime American Invitational Mathematics
Examination Qualifier. He has participated in
numerous school activities as a member of the
National Honor Society, California Scholarship
Federation, Key Club, Math Club, Chinese
Club, and Science Olympiad Team. He was a
member of the Varsity Tennis team for three
years and was a CIF Boys’ Tennis Division
4 Finalist in 2010. He is an Eagle Scout and
community service includes volunteering at
Lanterman Development Center and at the
Prado Wetlands.
RACHEL DUAN Rowland HS GPA 4.31
College: USC
Major: Business
Favorite Teacher: Mr. Koyfman. “He doesn’t
just teach math, he gives us a lot of great advice
and is one of my favorite teachers.”
Rachel is an Advanced Placement/
International Baccalaureate student and is
ranked fourth in her class. She received an 800
on the SAT II Math Level 2 test, is a National
Merit Scholarship Finalist, an AP Scholar

Scholarships:
$12,000 Merit
Scholarship to UC
Berkeley and $3,500 Scholarship from Universal
Music Group.

Favorite Teacher: Mr. Koyfman. “His classes
are so much harder than AP classes, but he is
super influential and he really inspired my passion
for math and science. I am going to miss him very
much.”
Kevin is ranked fifth in his class and is on track
to receive an I.B. Diploma upon graduation.
He is also a National Merit Scholarship
Commended Student and National AP Scholar.
Kevin is involved in campus life as Treasurer
of the National Honor Society, member of
the California Scholarship Federation, ASB
Commissioner of Recognition, Math Club
President, Marching Band President, and
trumpet Section Leader.
He has participated in Science Olympiad,
Academic Decathlon, several blood drives, and
many band field competitions. In addition, he
tutors elementary students.

ANAND PANCHAL Nogales HS GPA: 4.25
College: UC San Diego and plans to be part of
the Track Team
Major: Biology

Santana Seniors Ulices Tinoco and Nancy Villalta.
NANCY VILLALTA Santana HS
ROP Student of the Month Award
Future Plans: To attend Mt. San Antonio
College then transfer to a University to become
a Pediatrician.
Nancy made her mark at Santana with her
work with children in the “Life Center,” the
on-campus teen parenting program for young
parents, as well as the daycare center. She
would assist with helping prepare lunches or
whatever was needed, laundry to playtime.
It gave her great experience for her dream to
work full-time with children as a Pediatrician.
She was also in ASB, Yearbook, and the afterschool soccer program.
Favorite teachers: “There are four teachers
who made an impact on me: Mrs. Blackburn, Ms.
Carol, Ms. Angie and Rodrigo. They have always
helped me keep on track and are my motivators.
They are why I am graduating.”

IB Certificate student and Top 15 Scholar,
recipient of the CABE Scholarship, PTA
and FOR US Scholarship, Indian Culture
Scholarship, and Valle Vista League Scholar
Athlete award (Valle Vista 5).
Anand is a member of the National Honor
Society, California Scholarship Federation,
IB Questors, and has been in AVID since 7th
grade. He has won numerous awards for Track
and Cross Country and was President of the
Nobles for Nutrition Club. He also speaks
three languages (Gujarati, Hindi and English).
He played an active role in the Best Buddies
program, where he helped every Friday with
field trips.
Favorite Teacher: “Ms. Coons, my IB 20th
Century Teacher. This was her first year teaching
the class and I appreciated seeing how hard
she worked and kept learning for us. She is
so inspirational, she always tells me to keep
following my dreams.”
Best Memory: “Senior Honors Night was one
of the very first times where both of my parents
were able to be there and see me get my many
awards. Just to see how ecstatic my Mom was,
was worth it. Because they work, they have
never been able to be there. It was a great
experience!”

Nogales High Seniors Anand Panchel and Crystal Zatarain having fun with Jorge Hernandez.

STEPHANIE GONZALEZ Santana HS
First in her family to graduate.
“Santana Service Award" Scholarship.
Future Plans: To attend Mt. San Antonio
College and study Nursing. “I love helping people
and I think it is amazing how nurses and doctors
can just put people back together.”
While at Santana, she has been involved
in numerous ASB activities and has enjoyed
the arts as Secretary of the Dance Club,
photography, and was talented in ceramics,
where she received the Kiwanis Award.
This month she discovered a new talent — a
paint brush in hand (shown above) and seven
paintings later, she has fallen in love with her
new hobby. Having earned her credits and
ready for graduation, Stephanie now tutors
students who are struggling in Geometry and
other subjects.
Favorite Teacher: Mrs. Blackler. “She’s always
been there to support me. I didn’t really like to
read books and she showed me how to read
better. She is the reason that I am going to
college and that it was an
option.”
BRIANNA DOMINGUEZ
Santana HS
ASB President, Principal
for a Day Scholarship
Future Plans: To attend
community college and
major is still undecided.
“My plan was to go back to Nogales, but I fell
in love with the school. I was so involved here, I
loved everything about it and I chose to be here
from 8 to 5.”
She became involved with ASB, Journalism,
Yearbook and Belly Dancing. As ASB President,
her goal was to do more monthly activities
that were fun and new. Events included the
first Talent Show, the “Pennies for Patients”
fundraiser for cancer patients, and the “Kony
2012” Awareness Week, where students made
posters and T-Shirts.
Favorite Teacher: “All of the teachers have
helped me. But it was my Science Teacher
Mr. Schlarmann – those were my first credits
earned and I feel he helped me by having higher
standards.”
ULICES TINOCO Santana HS
Future Plans: To earn money to go to college to
become an electrician.
Favorite Teacher: “Most of the teachers really
helped me a lot. Thank God I was sent to this
school, and thanks to them I am graduating. They
are like my family. When I leave, I know I am
going to cry.”
Ulices loved it at Santana and Principal
Guillermo Munoz calls him “El Doer” – whatever
needed to be done, he was there to help
– whether it was assisting with the wiring and
building of the Solar Boat or teaching all types
of Dance.

CRYSTAL ZATARAIN Nogales HS GPA: 3.8
Full IB Scholar Diploma Student
College: Accepted to UC Santa Barbara and
plans to attend, unless she hears from UC Irvine!
Major: Biology
Future Plans: “I want to become a pediatric
nurse practitioner. I really love kids and work well
with them.”
Crystal is a member of IB Questors, the
California Scholarship Federation, National
Hispanic Honor Society and Honor Society,
Secretary for the World Languages Club and
Best Buddies. She was a member of AVID for
four years, and was a Finalist for the Joe Martin
Scholarship. She received the District Biliteracy
Award for Foreign Language (Spanish) and is
also fluent in Sign Language.
She loves to volunteer and during her
Freshman and Sophomore years, volunteered
at the Nogales Library to tutor elementary
students with their homework. For the past
two years she has volunteered two hours a day
as a tutor at Yorbita Elementary (where she
attended) in their Options Program. She also
volunteers for the Oswalt Academy after-school
program.
Favorite Person: “Ms. Hall – She really helped
me apply for all of my scholarships and college
admissions. She is like my Mom!”
About IB: “Deciding to go into the IB program
was a big decision for me – I honestly like to take
challenges. I feel that all the classes I took will
really prepare me for college – even over prepare
me! I am very happy I did it, it was well worth it,
and the sash is very nice to wear!"

JORGE HERNANDEZ Nogales HS GPA: 4.2
College: UC Berkeley – Full Scholarship
Major: Mechanical Engineering with plans to
joint major in Material Sciences
Jorge is an IB Certificate Student, received a
perfect SAT Math score, National Hispanic
Scholar and most proud of being selected as a
Regents and Chancellor Scholar for UC Berkeley,
where he has spoken about attending since in
elementary school. “I received a full scholarship
and the coolest part is it gives you priority
registration which is wonderful, so I can actually
get classes I want! It also assures you housing and
covers your dorm.”
Dream Job: "I want to do research in Material
Science – I really want to contribute to science.”
Jorge was very active in Track and Cross
Country, was a member of the Noble for
Nutrition Club, IB Questors, California
Scholarship Federation, and the National
Hispanic Honor Society. He also competed in
the Destination Imagination and Solar Boat
competitions.
Most inspirational teacher: “Calculus Teacher
Ms. Hu. She cares so much about her students
and at the same time, she is this math genius –
she is my favorite teacher.”
Best Memory: “Attending the Cal Berkeley
overnight host program. I met all these great
people – everybody was involved and cared about
school and it was so exciting. I got to see the
campus and know I am going to be with them and
a part of it all.”

NOGALES CONGRATULATES TWO
GATES MILLENIUM SCHOLARS

Stephanie Lam and Elizabeth Flores Receive Full
Scholarships to College of Their Choice

For the fifth consecutive year, Gates Millennium Scholarships
have been awarded to Nogales High School seniors. Elizabeth
Flores and Stephanie Lam have been selected by the nation’s
largest minority scholarship program to receive college through
graduate study scholarships to the college/university of their
Stephanie Lam and Elizabeth Flores
choice.
Both are Full IB Diploma Graduates. Flores will major in Science Biology at U.C. Berkeley. Lam will attend
New York University (NYU), but for her Freshman year, will study in London, England at the NYU portal
campus as part of the Liberal Arts Core program. She plans to minor in creative writing and major in
English Literature.
These young ladies are highly-motivated, academic powerhouses. In their words, “We were groomed
for this!”
“I want to explore acting and be in the publishing world – that’s New York. My dream would be to
become an editor at Teen Vogue,” said Lam, who has a 4.3 GPA. “My parents instilled in me at a very
young age a strong work ethic. I watched them work 6 days a week, 12 hours a day. I would like to return
the favor and take the financial burden off of them. If I could fly my Mom to Taiwan – her dream is to
return where she grew up – that would be one of my goals.” Lam is Vice President of the IB Questors
club, Secretary for the California Scholarship Federation and Poetry Club, President of the Invisible
Children Club, is a member of Nogales Chamber Singers, and played on the Varsity Badminton team.
Flores has a GPA of 4.2. Her inspiration is to become a scientist and to focus on research. “My brother
has been in the U.S. Army for 10 years and just returned from Iraq. My sister is a nurse and wants
to continue to become a doctor. They both work so hard to help people and I want to follow in their
footsteps in service. I would love to find something spectacular for the human race.” Flores has been in
the Treble Singers of the Nogales High School Choir Program for four years, is Vice President of Key Club,
a cabinet member of the IB Questors club, a member of the Invisible Children Club and the California
Scholarship Federation, and participated in track and cross country during her freshman and sophomore
years.
In addition to undergraduate and doctoral program tuition, books, meal plans and financial assistance
to travel to visit family, the Gates Millennium Scholars receive academic support and mentoring.
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East Valley Community Health Center Opens School-Based
Clinic for Communty at Villacorta Elementary
Excitement and anticipation was at an all-time
high in the Rowland Unified community as the
East Valley Community Health Center opened its
doors to its new school-based health center on the
Villacorta Elementary School campus on Tuesday,
May 15. Faculty and parents alike warmly welcomed
this much needed health center in the heart of
the District’s La Puente neighborhood, and since
opening day, there has been a steady stream
of families receiving quality medical care. Many
parents have voiced their gratitude for the clinic’s
local presence.
“Now I can walk to the doctor, instead of
spending
hours on the bus to get there,” one
Rowland's Health Team in front of new school-based clinic.
grateful parent shared.
The vision for the East Valley Health Center began years
ago, when East Valley management and Rowland Unified
District staff identified the crucial need for accessible,
affordable health care services in this geographicallyisolated location, especially for the many families without
transportation. This vision became a reality when Los
Angeles County Supervisor Gloria Molina introduced a
motion that allowed the Department of Health Services to
fund local community providers to establish neighborhood
clinics that would serve as the medical home for local
residents. RUSD Health Specialist Cindy Rose Escamilla was
tireless in her efforts to guide East Valley through the process.
Located at 17840 E. Villacorta Street in La Puente,
the Health Center provides services such as physicals,
East Valley Medical Assistants ensure that the electronic
immunizations and treatment of childhood diseases; family health records are up and running on opening day.
practice services for adolescents and adults; prenatal care;
gynecological care; and treatment of asthma, diabetes and hypertension. Staff is also available to
assist individuals and families with enrollment in Medi-Cal and other insurance coverage programs
for the uninsured. Once the Health Center is open full-time, nutrition, education and mental health
services will also be offered.
The East Valley school-based health center at Villacorta is
now open 20 hours per week (Tuesdays and Wednesdays
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Fridays from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.).
These hours will eventually expand to include full weekdays and Saturday. Before 2 p.m., children under 18 in the
Rowland Unified community are served. After 2 p.m., the
community at large is welcome. Please call (626) 919-4333
ext. 2140 or ext. 3141 for more information.
With the opening of the East Valley Health Center, services
provided by Rowland Unified health staff is now available
five days a week. The RUSD Children’s Clinic at Northam
Elementary will remain open offering immunizations,
physical exams and minor treatments on Mondays and
Miles Masutsugu, M.D., checks first patient's eyes during Thursdays from 8 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Budget Update From Rowland USD
Superintendent Dr. Maria Ott
Dear Rowland Unified Community:
We are all concerned that our State continues to lag in its
economic recovery. The fiscal health of California is directly tied
to our fiscal condition as a school district. We have worked hard
to be conservative in our spending and to make reductions to our
operating budget. Our School Board made the difficult decisions
necessary to correct our spending based on reduced revenues,
including elimination of positions at the District Office, closure
of two under-enrolled schools, and closure of our Professional
Development Center.
It is fortunate that we took early steps to protect our classroom and
school site programs, because we have been able to avoid some
of the devastating cuts many districts must make for the upcoming
school year. Yet, we are concerned for the future, and we want
to make sure that our community understands the threat that is
upon our public schools if the November 2012 tax initiatives are
unsuccessful. Our District could lose $7 million dollars per year if
the Governor implements the planned trigger reductions to public
education. This amount of reduction would be devastating.
As we plan for the future, we will work to share information about
the November election with our community. Please monitor our
website www.RowlandSchools.org under Budget Updates to learn
the latest information on the state budget crisis and on the status of
the tax initiatives. We will continue to share information with you to
ensure that you have the knowledge to make an informed decision
when you vote on November 6, 2012.
Public education is at risk during this fiscal crisis, and our students
need your support to buffer the impact of reduced revenues while
we do all that is possible to support California’s recovery.
Thank you for your continued support of Rowland Unified and
public education.
Respectfully,

a physical exam.

Unique Dual Language Immersion Program Offered at Rorimer Elementary PARENT POWER AT RORIMER

Rowland Unified is at the forefront of
preparing students for the global world with its
International Baccalaureate (IB) Programmes
at both Nogales and Rowland High Schools,
the IB Primary Years
Programmes at
Oswalt and Ybarra
Academies, and
the unique Dual
Language Immersion
Program at Rorimer
Elementary.
Research findings
demonstrate the
importance of
learning more than
one language.
The New York Times
published an article
in its March 17, 2012
issue entitled, “Why
Bilinguals Are Smarter” that states, “Being
bilingual, it turns out, makes you smarter.
It can have a profound effect on your
brain, improving cognitive skills not related
to language and even shielding against
dementia in old age.”
Rorimer Elementary Principal Liz Leon is
passionate to share this information with
the community since she has the only Dual
Immersion Program in Rowland USD, and one
of the very few in the San Gabriel Valley.
The goal of the Dual Language Immersion
Program is to have children think, read,
write, and communicate naturally in two
languages: English and Spanish. Native
Spanish and native English speaking students
study together, beginning in Kindergarten, in
this intensive K-6 program.
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“There is a real popularity for the program
growing since it is so effective. We have seen
the results with CST test scores showing our 3rd,
4th and 5th Dual classes outperforming our
general English
classes,” said Leon.
The key to
success is the longterm commitment.
Students must
start the program
in Kindergarten,
where 80% of
instruction and
academic subjects
are taught in
Spanish and 20%
in English. By 4th
– 6th grades, 50%

of instruction is in
Spanish and English.
“I truly believe this is the future. We need our
students to be well-rounded, global citizens and
this program helps them develop respect and
appreciation for other cultures. It also prepares

them for college and the workforce,” said Leon.
A passionate supporter of Bilingual Education,
Leon (pictured above) was recently recognized
for her efforts by being named, “Outstanding
Administrator of the Year” by the Los Angeles
County Bilingual Directors Association.
Enroll Now for the 2012-13 Kindergarten Dual
Immersion Classes! Rorimer Principal Liz Leon
encourages the community to visit Rorimer
Elementary to learn more about the Dual
Immersion Program. Please contact her at (626)
965-3333. Rorimer Elementary is at 18750 E.
Rorimer Street in La Puente. www.RorimerSchool.org
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Parents play a powerful role in the success of a school – just
look at Rorimer Elementary. Rorimer Elementary had 149 of
its parents – almost 10% of the school population – graduate
from the Parent Institute for Quality Education (PIQE) Program.
This is the highest enrollment of any school in the history of the
program! The nineweek program helps
parents prepare for
their child’s academic
success with
informational sessions
on how a school
operates, college
prep information (A-G
requirements, financial
aid available, etc.),
study habits at home, and overall encouragement to minority,
low-income families that college is possible.
Thanks to a partnership with the California State University
system, children whose parents finish the PIQE Program and
who remain in good academic standing, receive a conditional
admission to the CSU system.
In Rowland Unified, the PIQE schools selected (Rorimer,
Hurley and Northam
Elementary Schools)
had a special treat.
Upon graduation from
the program, parents’
children received an
actual college I.D.
card from Cal Poly
Pomona.
“Our students have
access to Cal Poly.
They can go onto the
campus and find out the resources available, like their library
and computer labs,” said Rorimer PTA President Irma Ortega
(below). “Growing up Hispanic, college was a dream. Now
after going through PIQE, I know it is a reality for my kids.”
Ortega is a strong advocate of the school’s Dual
Immersion Program (two of her children are in it).
Ortega recently flew to Sacramento to be awarded
the California Association of Bilingual Education’s
Parent of the Year (Honorable Mention) Award. “My
parents came from Mexico and I want my children
to have a connection with their grandparents,” said
Ortega. “But I also see that it will give my children
opportunities, and that it is the key to future
success."
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