Summer 2016

A Message from the
Superintendent
Due to the demanding and fast
pace of this school year, it feels like the
days have flown by at a much quicker rate
than in previous years. As always, it is
amazing to reflect upon and celebrate the
highlights of the year. Whether it is opening a new building, in the classroom, on
the sports field or on the stage, our students and staff have accomplished great things as a result of
their hard work and perseverance. It has certainly been a tremendous and historic year in the ASD and one that we can all
feel proud of!
As we head into the summer months, the central office and
building level administration will be busy preparing for the
upcoming school year—performing deferred maintenance,
providing professional development opportunities, working
on curriculum enhancements, reviewing student achievement
data, launching a new web-site and developing a plan for the
implementation of full-day kindergarten. As in the past, the
Armstrong School District offices will operate during the
summer months, and we will be available to assist you. Please
do not hesitate to call if you have questions or need additional
information. We are here to serve and support and are committed and dedicated to our students.
Educating our children for a successful future is important
and influential work. I want to recognize our teachers and
administrators for their contributions in providing the richest
experience possible for our students. Despite the constraints
and challenges caused by our financial situation, we continue
to focus on continuous improvement and we will be persistent
in our efforts to find ways to leverage our resources—people,
time, dollars and relationships—toward boosting success for
students and creating the system of strong and excellent
schools of which our community is justifiably proud.
To better engage our external stakeholders, we will continue
our work to build stronger communications with legislators,
key state educational leaders, community leaders and others
to advocate for legislation in support of strategies to increase
student achievement and sustainable funding for schools. In
addition, we aim to enhance our communications with our
communities, our post-secondary and business community,
and our parents in an effort to foster partnerships in the best
interest of our students.
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Armstrong County Head
Start Announcement
Armstrong County Community Action Agency Head
Start, a comprehensive preschool program, is recruiting for fall.
If your child is three years old, is not eligible for kindergarten,
and your family meets the Head Start income guidelines, please
call as soon as possible at 724-548-3414 or 800-405-6252. The
majority of enrolled families incomes must fall within the Federal poverty guidelines. For example, currently the 100% poverty guideline for a family of four is $24,300/year. Some families over the income guidelines may be accepted. Ten percent of
Head Start’s enrollment must include children with disabilities.
Head Start is a high quality preschool program that prepares
children to enter school healthy, confident and ready to succeed,
and its free.
Centers are located in Apollo, Ford City, Dayton, Kittanning,
and Rural Valley. We are also anticipating opening a classroom
in Freeport. Children attend four days per week, four hours per
day, Tuesday through Friday.

District Launches New Website/App
During the 2015-16 school year, the District decided
that its website needed a facelift and moved forward
with the design of a
new website. In May
the new site was
launched. It offers a
cleaner, more modern
look, as well as new
features to help
streamline the experience of visitors to the website.

Other new features include:
 The launch of a mobile app. This app is available on all
Android, and iOS devices. Users of the app will receive
“push notifications” when events such as snow days occur
in the District.
 Parents can stay connected by subscribing to individual
school and teacher pages for updates on class information
Once again, I say thank you for a wonderful year, and I wish a
and events, as well as an easy way to contact teachers and
safe and restful summer. See you in August.
staff.
 Quick links on the main website page to all District social
media.
Chris M. DeVivo,

Coming soon - welcome videos for departments and school
Superintendent of Schools
buildings.
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ARMSTRONG JR./SR. HIGH SCHOOL
With Kirk Lorigan, Jim Rummel, and Mike Cominos, AJSHS Administrators
Administration

Elementary Schools

Mr. James Rummel
Mr. Kirk Lorigan
Mr. Michael Cominos
Dr. Karen Fisher

Lenape Elementary
West Hills Intermediate
West Hills Primary

“The greatest part of the year was seeing the students pour into the school on
the first day and immediately take ownership of the building. There have been
a number of remarkable moments: The girls volleyball team and their undefeated season, the Leo Club being recognized for their community service, and
the first ever band and choral concerts in our auditorium.” - Mike Cominos
“I think the community has really embraced this building from the very beginning. With the added facilities coming on board, it’s an exciting time. It’s more
than a school, it’s a campus.” - Jim Rummel
“I think that the staff played an integral role in making sure that the kids were a
priority, but the kids jumped in and accepted it and embraced the challenge of
creating a new identity as one and they’re the reasons that this thing is going to work.” - Kirk Lorigan
“It was like going to Kindergarten all over again, with the
new faces, names, friends, and teachers, but the coming together of everyone went fairly seamlessly and it was exciting
to be a part of. I couldn’t have asked for a better experience.” - Jenny Miller, Senior Class Co-President
“I wish this transition happened earlier. Everything has run smoothly and I feel this has been as asset to the community
and will continue to be for years to come.” - Gina Roncher, Senior Class Co-President
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WEST SHAMOKIN HIGH SCHOOL
Administration
Dr. Stephen Shutters
Mr. Joseph Treglia
Elementary Schools
Dayton Elementary
Elderton Elementary
Shannock Valley Elementary
National Honors for West Shamokin High School
West Shamokin was one of 47 high schools, state wide, that was recognized by the
National Athletic Trainers Association with the Safe Sports Award. The school
received a “First Team Award”—the highest award. In order to achieve this
award, they had to demonstrate 10 actions, such as a comprehensive health care
plan, promote safe and appropriate environments, and provide certified sporting
equipment.
Annie The Musical
This year, lead by co-directors Laura Breznican and Senta Zelenski, West Shamokin put together their first ever musical production, which was performed the first weekend in April. "Working on this
production was one of the most fulfilling experiences of my career. The kids worked so hard, they were so happy, they
were so proud and to see their faces the nights of the performances. I will never forget them for as long as I live. The
support that we received from the staff, the students and the community was extraordinary and I have the deepest appreciation for having been asked to be a part of this." - Laura Breznican

Little Wolves Playschool
Students became the teachers in Angela Poster’s Child Development II classes this year. Child Development II is a
newly created class for students in grades 10-12 who enjoy working with children and/or are interested in a career working with preschool children. This class prepares the high school students to become teachers as the students create a
learning environment and prepare lessons for the preschoolers that include circle time, craft time, healthy snacks, as well
as large and small motor skills. Taylor Wilson, Alexis Sharp, and Carmen Riggle are seniors taking the course and they
are majoring in Early Childhood Education or Secondary Education when they attend college this fall. “What surprised
me when working with young children is the way they have evolved throughout our time together with them”, shared
Alexis. Taylor Wilson, added, “I love getting to know the kids. They are all so wonderful and their personalities are
great. I was really surprised with how immediately comfortable they became with all of us.” “I love every part of our
playschool; it is hard to just pick one part that is my favorite. I enjoy getting to interact with the children in the activities that are
planned for the day. In playschool, we get to experience how to deal
with children in situations that you can’t get from a book,” added
Carmen Riggle.
“I am so pleased that we have expanded our department course offerings and are providing an opportunity that helps to prepare interested students for a possible career in working with children. It
gives them hands-on experiences that can help them to solidify a
career choice. We can’t wait to do this again next year,” discusses
Mrs. Poster. This course was also taught at Armstrong High School
this year by teacher Jolena McFarland.
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AUTISTIC SUPPORT TEAM TO BE PRESENT AT
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Armstrong School District's Autistic Support team
will present a Promising Practices Session at the National Autism Conference at the Penn Stater
Conference Center
in August 3, 2016. The
s e s s i o n
will highlight our interdisciplinary approach
which utilizes techASD’s Autistic Support Team
niques and teaching
methods based on Applied Behavior Analysis and focuses on
the expertise of our teacher, school psychologist, speech language pathologist /Board Certified Behavior Analyst, Occupational Therapist, and paraprofessionals in order to maximize
student success. Through collaboration with PaTTAN educational consultants and ASD administrators, they will present our
model of success to other educators and conference attendees
across the state of Pennsylvania.

8TH ANNUAL ASD GIFTED FAIR
On May 5 more than 80 projects created by gifted elementary
students from all of the District’s five elementary schools were
on display at West Hills Intermediate. Students’ families and
friends, along with the entire public, were invited to walk
around the school’s gymnasium to view the students’ projects.
This year’s topics included: “The Underground Railroad”,
“Greek Mythology”, “Souls of the Seas”, “The Bermuda Triangle”, and many more. Some of the projects centered on this
year’s theme, Water, while others were focused on student interest areas.
Many parents donated baked goods to help raise money for this
year’s charity, Genre’s Kids for Cancer Fund. This charity is a
100% volunteer organization and all money raised at events like
the Gifted Fair helps the many needy families and children battling childhood cancer at Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. Tshirts were also sold. This year a total of $649.10 was raised.

TITLE I FAMILY FUN NIGHT
The 11th Annual Title I Family Fun Fair was held
on April 6, 2016 at Lenape Elementary School. The evening
consisted of educational games, activities, and ideas to make
learning fun for Title I students and their parents. This
year’s theme was Reading is Out of This World. Students
had the opportunity to learn about planets, stars, and the universe by engaging in fun activities that required them to read
and learn along the way.
Students received books to take
home about various topics related to space. As a special
event, students had the opportunity to locate constellations in a
planetarium that was set up in
the gym area. High school science teacher Christie Orlosky
and some of her high school
students led elementary students
through a series of activities to
help them learn about the night sky and constellations.
While students were learning about the constellations in the
planetarium, parents of Title I students participated in a
meeting to discuss the effectiveness of the Title I program
and design the Title I Parent Involvement Policy. It was a
great evening for all of the students and their families.

A TASTE OF SCHOOL LUNCH
Join the Cafeteria Staff at West Hills Primary School
and enjoy an actual school lunch. On September 21,
2016, from 6 - 7 PM, you can taste and see what your
child is being served. While you are eating, the Food
Service Director, LuAnn Fee, will review the School
Lunch Guidelines. Because of the nature of this session, it is very important that you RSVP by September
14, 2016 to make sure we have enough food for everyone.

UPCOMING DISTRICT CHANGES
Full Day Kindergarten
Beginning in the 2016-2017 school year, the Armstrong School
District will be offering a full day kindergarten program for all
students in each of the District’s elementary schools.
The full day kindergarten program will provide all children with
opportunities for substantial increases in time devoted to developing language, literacy, writing, and numeracy skills. Children
will also have increased opportunities to explore science and
social studies concepts by engaging in hands-on activities.
Kindergarten teachers will structure the school day to incorporate
developmentally appropriate activities, cooperative group work,
and child initiated activities such as free play and time in learning
centers.
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Skyward
The Armstrong School District will be implementing a new
Student Information System during the Summer 2016 break.
The Skyward Student Information System will include a new
Parent Portal called Family/Student Access. Skyward’s
Family/Student Access is easier to navigate and allows the
District greater flexibility of information to be shared. Parents will be able to update contact information on the Family/Student Access portal. More information will be provided as we get closer to the 2016-2017 school year.
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2015-2016 ACADEMIC & ATHLETIC ACHIEVEMENTS
Regional Choir PMEA
Region 2 Participants
Armstrong High School

AHS LEO Club Member
Honored

District/Region Band/Orchestra
1st Chair:
Kendra Hale
Emily Hopper, a freshman
Anthony Murray
Megan King - Grade 12
member of the AHS LEO Club,
Jessica Jubec - Grade 12
was nominated for the LEO of
District/Region Band
Alicia Velcko - Grade 11
the Year award this year. She
1st Chair:
Ian Campbell - Grade 10
was chosen as the recipient of
Taylor Mercatell
the District 14-N Leo of the
Carsyn Jack
West Shamokin High School Year award. Emily was honored as the District banquet
National Merit Recognition
Yorich Poole - Grade 12
on Saturday April 23, 2016 at
Kendra Hale
Rory Farester-Hohl - Grade 11 the Atrium in Prospect, PA.
Nicholas Hill - Grade 10
Athletic Championships
AHS 8th Grade Boys Basketball - Undefeated season (17-0)
AHS Girls Volleyball - Undefeated Regular Season (14-0) - Class AAA Section 4 Champions
- Senior Justyne Lasher was named to the All WPIAL and All State Teams
WSHS Girls Volleyball - Undefeated Regular Season (10-0) - WPIAL Class AA Section 3 Champions
- Sierra Dailey and Katie Glover were named to the All State Team
WSHS Cross Country - Logan Grove qualified for PIAA AA Boys State Championships
AHS Golf - Adam Cippel qualified for the boys individual WPIAL Championships
AHS Football - Zane Dudek rushed for over 2,000 yards and was named to the All WPIAL and
State First Team.
AHS Wrestling - Jacob Robb won the Class AAA WPIAL and State Championships at the 220 lb
category.
Students Step Up to the Plate for Fundraising
Jump Rope for Heart and Mini-Thon
Both Elderton Elementary and West Hills Primary students participated in the 2016 Jump Rope
for Heart to benefit the American Heart Association. These elementary students did a great job
raising money for this years event. The students at Elderton
raised $3,120 during a very spirited competition with the winning class raising $635. The students earned prizes for jumping rope and donating money and were very positive about
being able to help others through this experience. West Hills
students raised a whopping $13,315 during their campaign.
At Armstrong High School, students raised $5,300 by hosting
their First Annual Mini-Thon. This event is a spin-off of THON, which takes place at Penn State University every year.
In the past, both Ford City and Kittanning High Schools held such events. This years proceeds went to 10-year old Sydney Brison, of Ford City, who was diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia in November of 2009. During this
event, students dance and play games all night long, with over 200 participating this year.
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Armstrong School District
Board of Directors
Mr. Joseph D. Close
President
Mr. Chris E. Choncek
Vice President
Mr. Stanley J. Berdell
Ms. Amy K. Lhote
Dr. Paul J. Lobby
Mr. Reardon A. Mulroy
Mr. James T. Rearic
Mr. Timothy Scaife
Ms. Linda K. Walker

Math 24 Regional Champions
Math 24 is a fast-paced mental math game that requires students to add, subtract, multiply,
and divide four numbers on a game piece to arrive at the number 24. The game requires
not only math skills, but the ability to think quickly under pressure. In this competition,
ASD students competed against students from other school districts in Indiana County.
These students, from grades four to six, were winners from the district-level competition
held in April and represented the District at this regional competition:
 Grade 4 - Kamryn McAfee, Lenape Elementary
 Grade 5 - Rachel Stockdill, Lenape Elem.; Parker
Pritt, Elderton Elementary
 Grade 6 - Julie Soloski, Lenape Elem; Emma
Wrighter, Lenape Elementary; Katherine Muth, Dayton Elementary.
Six students from our elementary schools competed in the
regional Math 24 competition held at ARIN Intermediate Unit. Those winners had the
opportunity to compete in the state competition held in June in Harrisburg, and included:

Administration

 4th and 5th Grade Competition - First Place: Rachel Stockdill
 6th Grade Competition - First Place: Emma Wrighter; Second Place: Julie Soloski
Third Place– Katherine Muth

Mr. Chris DeVivo
Superintendent
Dr. Josh Williams
Assistant Superintendent
Dr. Cheryl Soloski
Assistant Superintendent
Mr. Chris Garritano, Producer
This summer report is an official publication from the Armstrong School District,
181 Heritage Park Dr., Suite 2, Kittanning, PA 16201. It is mailed to all residents of the school district.
If you are a resident of the District and did
not receive this publication, please contact
the Superintendent’s office at (724) 5486027.

ASD Foundation
The ASD Foundation in a non-profit group that raises money to put back into the
school district classrooms. Grants have helped provide iPad carts in all primary buildings, different technology initiatives throughout the District, and help supplement
other funding for unique classes such as STEM Robotics, STEAM Art, Guitars in the
Classroom, and Advanced TV Production. Over its existence, the foundation has
awarded over $300,000 to fund unique teacher grants and aforementioned programs.
The materials purchased has affected over 25,000 students in the initial years of the
grants, and countless more in subsequent years of programs and equipment that can be
used on a yearly basis. Grants can be written at four different levels, including grade,
school, department, and district-wide categories. The foundation is on the EITC
(Education Improvement Tax Credit) list of accepted non-profit organizations, and
many of the initiative they complete would not be possible without the EITC funding.
They are dependent on donations from our community organizations and staff payroll
giving.

New TV Studio Gives Students Professional Experiences
The Armstrong School District is an equal
opportunity educational institution and
will not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, age, sex, and handicap in its activities, programs, employment practices as required by Title IX and
Section 504.
For more information regarding civil
rights, grievance procedures, services,
activities and facilities that are accessible
to and usable by handicapped persons,
contact the Human Resource Department
of the Armstrong School District at (724)
548-6059.

Housed in the new high school is the a new, state-ofthe art, TV studio for the ASD TV Production students. Students from both secondary buildings get
hands-on training using professional grade equipment in the all digital studio while producing projects, morning announcements and the Districts
weekly program, Education Today. Projects and
programming are also posted to the Districts new
YouTube page. Having this studio has allowed the District to partner with local
groups, such as HEALTHY Armstrong and the County Commissioners to work on a
variety of videos which will be seen in local doctor’s offices and county websites.
This provides the students with additional professional experiences.
2016-2017 Armstrong School District Back To School Nights

Dayton Elementary
August 29

Elderton Elementary
September 14

West Hills Intermediate
September 6

West Hills Primary
August 31 & Sept. 1
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Lenape Elementary
August 31 & Sept. 1
West Shamokin Jr./Sr. High School
September 8

Shannock Valley Elementary
September 1
Armstrong Jr./Sr. High School
September 7
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