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A Message from the Superintendent

ecognized as one
of the best school
districts in the
region, Grandview
Heights City Schools are
committed to excellence in
education. Our schools
achieve at some of the
highest academic levels by
state and national school measures. Every day,
our students and staff continue to impress me
with their great work and many accomplishments
both inside and outside our classrooms.

We also recognize that our work never stops, and
that it is important to have a plan that adapts to
student needs so
that they are ready
for college.
All of these celebrations

and accomplishments are
made possible because of
our supportive community.
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We are currently
developing a
Continuous
Improvement Plan
that will provide a

road map for our schools and community to
ensure our students are prepared for a bright
future. We are still in the early stages of the
process and hope to have a final plan in place
beginning next school year. We will make sure
our residents are continually updated throughout
the process.

In this issue, we are proud to share with you
highlights of our students’ and staff work. All of
these celebrations and accomplishments are
made possible because of our supportive
community.

I am thrilled to be serving as superintendent
for a district that is part of such a
collaborative community. ❖

Seventy-five Stevenson
Elementary second graders
participated in the fourth
annual Math Camp in April.
Using a camping theme,
Math Camp is a one night
event that encourages
students to apply
mathematical problem
solving and reasoning skills
to real life situations.

Sincerely,

Andrew K. Culp
Superintendent

Students Show Off Knowledge in Science Olympiad

ith the help of dedicated advisors Leslie Howard and John Leutz and many volunteer coaches,
Science Olympiad is in full swing. These coaches graciously volunteer their time and scientific
expertise to help prepare our team for success.

The Edison Intermediate/Larry Larson Middle School Science Olympiad team has approximately 20
scientifically passionate students in Grades 6-8. Fifteen students are on the competitive team, which
covers 23 events that offer many opportunities for students to learn more about a variety of scientific
concepts ranging from earth science, chemistry,
life science, and engineering.
The students form a strong bond, enjoy
hanging out together, working hard, and
don’t mind giving up countless hours
to practice for success. The team will
compete in the state level tournament in
April at The Ohio State University.

If you are interested in being a Science
Olympiad coach, please contact teacher
Vicki Dunlevy at vicki.dunlevy@ghcsd.org.

Our mission is to maximize and personalize every student’s learning.
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Grandview Heights Schools Well-Prepared for State Assessments

he assessment of our students has
and will continue to be a politically
and emotionally charged issue facing
the Grandview Heights City School
District, as well as all public school districts
in the state of Ohio. Our first round of online
assessments began in March for English/
Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, and
Dr. Jamie Lusher
Science for students in Grades 3-10. Our
Chief Academic Officer
district has worked tirelessly to support our
staff and students through this process. We have attempted to
minimize the negative impact of these assessments in our
classrooms and for our
students. However, we will
Our implementation of the
never be able to restore the
significant amount of
assessments has been
instructional time lost.
seamless and efficient.

However, this gives our staff
little piece of mind when
student engagement and
learning opportunities are
being replaced with countless
hours of high-stakes,
standardized assessments.
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Our school district believes that
Ohio’s New Learning Standards
are critical, but the PARCC and
AIR assessments being
implemented are far too time
consuming for our students
and are impacting the learning
process. Our implementation
of the assessments has been
seamless and efficient.

However, this gives our staff little piece of mind when student
engagement and learning opportunities are being replaced with
countless hours of high-stakes, standardized assessments.

In addition, test data will not be available until late 2015, which
means teachers cannot use the data, or create specific learning
targets for students in a timely manner. We are deeply
concerned and do not support this practice.

In response, our district administration is working with other
educators across Ohio to advocate for changes regarding the
function, frequency, and duration of these tests. In fact, a state
advisory panel, consisting of educators and state legislative
leaders, is meeting now to study whether Ohio should scale
back or even eliminate some standardized tests. We will keep
you posted on the group’s work.

As a district, we value the integrity of the whole child. We will
continue to meet the compliance requirements set forth by
these new assessments, and commit to ensuring that every
student is honored for their uniqueness and supported
academically, socially, and emotionally. We fully recognize that
our children are so very much more than test scores.

If you have additional questions or would like additional
information regarding this topic, please contact me at
jamie.lusher@ghcsd.org. Thank you for supporting our
schools and students. ❖

Math Program Builds Confidence, Strengthens Skills
athCounts inspires
excellence, confidence, and
curiosity in middle school
students through fun and
challenging math problems. It is a
national enrichment, coaching, and
competition program that helps provide
Grade 6-8 students with the foundation
for success in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics careers.

This is MathCounts’ 16th year in
Grandview Heights. Our goal is to have
fun with challenging math problems,
improve our skills in solving problems,
and compete against students in other
area schools. Subjects covered include
percentages, ratios, statistics,
probability, combinations, logic, algebra,
and geometry – math that is taught
through the 10th grade.

Over 80 middle school students
participated in the program this year.

A Family Math Night was held this past
December so students could have a
friendly competition with their families
and share what they had learned this
year. A January school-wide competition
determined which students would move
on to the Regional Competition held in
February at Columbus State
Community College.

Congratulations to the following
students who qualified for the Regional
Competition: Brett Holcomb, Gabby
Caito, Martina Moncolova, Brian Wood,
Josh Roehmer, Leah Stamm, Ravi
Kumar, Adam Bechtel, Cate Stanley,
Kieren Bode, Shea McHugh, Titus
Baker, James Elliot, and
Claudette Moul. ❖
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School District
Power of the Pen Teams Have “Write” Stuff

T

he wonderful world of words and
story telling brings together
seventh and eighth graders to
participate in Power of the Pen.
Six students from each grade level, plus
alternates, began practicing in October
in preparation for the first of three
competitions. Practicing twice a week,
students receive a prompt, or topic,
and then have 40 minutes to develop a
narrative. Students then share their
“take” on the prompt, critique, and
compliment the writer. The intent is to
challenge one another for creativity and
clarity in their writing.

The Grandview Yard

Congratulations to the following students
who participated, alongside 18 other
middle schools, at the District Competition
held in January at New Albany Middle
School where the seventh grade team
placed third overall in addition to these
results:

7TH GRADE
Taylor Beight (14th place); Lauren Leach;
Mabel Mattingly; Liz McDermott (first
place); Audrey Strickling; Meghan Watters;
Charlie Ferguson (alternate); and Titus
Baker (alternate).

8TH GRADE
Sophie Beacom; Sam Carter; Garrett
Culbertson (ninth place); Nya Feinstein;
Martina Moncolova; Nate Pommering (first
place); and Luke Sottlemire (alternate).

Writing against 36 Franklin County middle
schools at the Regional Competition held
in March at Gahanna Middle School,
seventh grader Liz McDermott and eighth
grader Sophie Beacom both placed ninth.
The State Competition will be May 21 and
22 at The College of Wooster in Wooster,
Ohio. ❖

How Much Money Does the School Receive?

O

By Beth Collier, Treasurer
ne of the most
frequently
asked
questions we
hear from residents of the
Grandview Heights
community is “How much
money does the school
district receive from the
Grandview Yard?”

While school districts in Ohio normally
receive property tax revenue to operate
based on assessed property values and
effective tax rates, funding from the
Grandview Yard is different.

In lieu of property tax revenue, the school
district, under an arrangement called Tax
Increment Financing (TIF), receives a
portion of the property taxes paid into the
TIF fund, while the balance of the property
taxes paid into the TIF fund is used to

subsidize the development of the
Grandview Yard.

To illustrate, for every $100,000 of home
value in Grandview Heights $2,495 in
property taxes is generated revenue for
the school district annually. Under the TIF
arrangement, for every $100,000 of home
value located in the Grandview Yard
$549 is generated revenue to the school
district annually.
Overall, the district receives TIF revenue
equal to 22% of the taxes it would have
otherwise generated on residential
property and 16% of the taxes it would
have otherwise generated on commercial
property at the Grandview Yard. ❖

Beth Collier, Treasurer
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GHCSD College and
Career Readiness Corner

ollege and Career Readiness is
a critical topic to any school
district and community that is
serious about their students
being successful beyond their K-12
experience. In a Fall 2014 survey of parents
and community members, college and
career readiness surfaced as the #1 most
important topic.

Each newsletter, we plan to share some
of the unique programs happening in our
schools to prepare students for college and
career readiness.

Grandview Heights High School hosts a
monthly career speaker series that has
been successful in helping students
think and plan for their futures. Students
have the choice of three career
speakers to hear from and they select
the two that most align with their
interests and passions. The speakers’
series has featured doctors, lawyers,
mechanics, medical assistants, and
even included the owner of a dog
walking business. Often times, our
speakers are local professionals from a
given career field and we invite GHHS
alumni to speak as often as possible.

College readiness is at the foundation of
what we do. Our staff is working hard to
provide the ongoing support our kids need
for their next stage in life. ❖

Congratulations to vocal music director
Andrew Grega who was honored as
the district's Teacher of the Year at
the annual Grandview Heights/Marble
Cliff Education Foundation Gala.
(Copyright Paul Vernon)

Spring 2015

3

IN THIS ISSUE:

• A Message from the Superintendent
• NEW - College and Career Readiness Corner
• District Well-Prepared for State Assessments
• Grandview Heights’ New Director of Student Services
• MathCounts Program
• A Message from the Treasurer on Grandview Yard
• Power of the Pen Program
• Students Show Off Knowledge in Science Olympiad

PRESORTED STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
COLUMBUS, OHIO
PERMIT NO. 1213

Grandview Heights City School District
We Want to Hear from You

Your feedback is important to us as we strive
to maintain and improve our excellent schools.
Here’s how to join in on the conversation:

Grandview Heights City School District
1587 West Third Avenue
Grandview Heights, OH 43212

Call: (614) 481-3600
Email: superintendent@ghcsd.org
Twitter: @CulpAndy
In person: Have coffee with the superintendent

from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. every third Friday of the
month, at Marshall's in Grandview, located at
1105 West First Avenue.

www.ghcsd.org
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Members of The Ohio State University football team visited
with Stevenson students as a part of the Second and Seven
Program — a non-profit
program started by former
OSU football players as a way
to put books in the hands of
second graders in Central
Ohio. The players read books
to the students, and talked
about the stories. Every
second grader received two
books from the program.
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Staff Spotlight:

Meet Jennifer Haddow

This school year, Grandview Heights City Schools welcomed
Jennifer Haddow as our Director of Student Services. Jennifer
has worked directly with and on behalf of students throughout
her entire career as an educator, a program manager, and was
previously the Special Education
Coordinator for grades 7-12 for
Southwestern City Schools. Jennifer
believes strongly in a collaborative
approach when working with any
student's educational plan.

In her current role at Grandview
Heights City Schools, Mrs. Haddow
oversees the Student Services
Department which includes special
education; gifted programs; speech
and language services; occupational
and physical therapy; school psychology; ELL; and health
services. As well, Mrs. Haddow hosts monthly opportunities for
coffee and conversation. Dates and times are available on the
Student Services homepage of the district website. All are
welcome to attend. She can also be reached via email at
jennifer.haddow@ghcsd.org. The district is fortunate to have
Jennifer Haddow on our team! ❖

Grandview Heights City School District

www.ghcsd.org

