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Fall Talent Show Rocks and Rolls
By Luis Carcano and
Jovanny Huerta
This year’s Fall
Talent Show spotlights the
talents—which are sometimes
hidden from the world until that
night—of both students and
staﬀ at Norwalk High School.
Most of the performances are
of gifted singers, who enjoy
crooning so much that they
even got up on center stage
more than once. However, the
audience didn’t seem to mind
judging by their applause and
enthusiasm for each act.
The participants of this
year’s show in order of their
performance were the following: junior Jaclyn Ortiz, who
sang “Damn It” and “Ripped
Pants”; senior Lexi Keck, who
sang “Part of Your World”;
senior Nadia Larios, who sang
“Eyes Wide Open”; freshman
Kosisochukwu Echesrim, who
danced to “Uptown Funk”;
junior Olivia Antwine, who
sang “I’m Still Standing”;
juniors Novalee Garcia and
Talynn Morgan, who sang “The
Awkward Duet”; Meta 4, who
sang Sweet and Lovely—Barbershop; junior Olivia Antwine,
who sang “Set It All Free”;
junior Tanlynn Morgan, who
sang “Location”; freshman
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JLA (aka junior Leo Santos, junior Arlene Chairez, and substitute teacher Mr. Johnny Brown) sang “Knock You
Down,” by Keri Hilson at Norwalk High School’s annual Fall Talent Show.

Kosi Echesirim, who sang “A
Thousand Years”; juniors Leo
Santos and Jaclyn Ortiz, who
sang a duet; Meta 4, who sang
“Everybody Wants to Be a
Cat”; senior Kendric Antonio,
who sang “Pure Imagination”;
and JLA (junior Leo Santos,
junior Arlene Chairez, and
substitute teacher Mr. Johnny
Brown), who sang you Knock

You Down.”
“It was nerve-wracking.
You don’t really know how intimidating it is until you’re up on
stage. I felt nervous before I got
on stage, for sure. I felt relieved
it was over with, and it was fun.
You guys seemed to enjoy it,”
said Mr. Brown.
In the entire talent show,
one of the best performances was

junior Jaclyn Ortiz’s, who performed “Damn It” and “Ripped
Pants” from the TV show Sponge
Bob Square Pants. Her amazing
voice was the start of the talent
show and with her use of the
ukulele, it made her performance
even more spectacular. Students,
staﬀ, and parents truly did enjoy
her singing.
“I like Jaclyn’s singing.
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Her voice was very beautiful and
her skills with the ukulele are
awesome. The talent show is a
cool school event, because it lets
students show their talent that no
one knew they had,” said senior
Osvaldo Ramirez.
“ I liked all the singing
acts and I liked Jaclyn’s performance the best with the ukulele.
I like the school talent show,
because it allows many students
to show what talents they have,”
said senior Juan Aguilar.
“Each talent show is
diﬀerent, depending on who is in
it and the amount of experience
in performing each one has. This
year was a good one and I judge
it oﬀ the acts, and, secondly, I
think if everyone had a really
good time. . . . That’s one of the
reasons I do that—to bring the
students from Norwalk together
and also some of the faculty, for
them to come out and just have a
good time. And sometimes to give
these talents students a stage to
perform. Most of these students
aren’t in my regular program
and they’re very talented,” said
Director of Vocal and Instructor
of Piano Ms. Nancy Lanpher.

Seniors Continue the Give Back Big
By Ana Castaneda
Students who are not yet seniors have
probably never heard of a school-wide movement called Giving Charity to Charities. However, most have seen countless seniors lugging
around boxes of Quaker Granola Bars, and have
probably had one if they had a dollar to spare.
The annual senior project known as Giving Charity to Charities was established in
2013 by AP Government teacher Coach Dean
Gray, whose main purpose was to raise money
through seniors’ fundraising and to then donate
these funds to multiple charities.
Every senior in a Government or AP
Government class ﬁrst researched a speciﬁc
charity, with many choosing one that had a
personal signiﬁcance to him or her, and then
the entire class voted on one charity to support. They were then provided with granola bar
boxes, which they have to sell in order to raise
money. After the funds are collected from the
students, representatives from the charities will
be contacted and invited to attend the “Giving
Charity to Charities” event and assembly on
Thursday, December 7, to collect their checks.
The Class of 2018 has already broken the record for charities that will be donated to (13 in total). These charities include:
Global Genes, Gary Sinise Foundation, For the
Children, Peace over Violence Long Beach,
CHIRLA, Saving Innocence, Make-A-Wish,
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention,
My Friends’ Place, SEVA Foundation, Downtown Women’s Center, St. Jude, and Drop in the
Bucket.
AP Government teacher Coach Dean
Gray explained, “This year we have the biggest

variety, fourteen diﬀerent charities, and we are going to donate to all of them.”
Mr. Francisco Soto, an AP Government
teacher and active participant in Giving Charity to
Charities shared, “Kids learn to be charitable at a
young age, and, hopefully, it’s something that carries over with them for the rest of their lives.”
Mr. Efren Salgado, another Government teacher
added, “I think the people who beneﬁt most are
the students who are actually doing the charity. It
gives them an opportunity to reﬂect on their lives
and realize that they are lucky, they are healthy,
and have their families.”
Since the beginning of the charity, the
amount of money raised to charities have continuously grown year after year, from $5,000 in 2013
to $10,00 in 2016. Not to be outdone by previous
senior classes, the Class of 2018’s goal is to donate
$15,000 to these 14 diﬀerent charities and help
make a diﬀerence in the success of their missions.
Future students will also have to choose
and raise money for their chosen charities. Students are given an opportunity to start helping
others, either voluntarily or not, which will hopePhoto By Angela Serrano
fully motivate them to continue to help those less
Seniors turned in the money they raised by selling granola bars for their
designated charities.
fortunate than they are.
In Ms. Maria Orozco’s 4th period Government class, two seniors’ charities came to a
draw: Hunter Garcia’s Wounded Warrior Project
and Angel Flores’s City of Hope. In the end,
however, Flores withdrew his charity after hearing the story behind why Hunter chose WWP, his
brother was injured while serving in the military,
allowing Hunter’s charity to be chosen. Garcia
responds,“This is me trying to give back to my
brother, and I will continue to support them.”
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Homecoming Parade Reveals Royalty

Seniors Rosuna Shrestha and Jose Valdivia are thrilled to be part of the Homecoming Court.
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Seniors Billy Moore and Bjanka Torres enjoy the ride during the Homecoming Parade.

By Haydee Camarena
On Friday November 3, Norwalk High held its annual homecoming game and parade, where six ﬂoats
cruised around the track before the game
and during halftime in order to show oﬀ
school spirit.There were also six luxury
cars, each carrying a Homecoming princess and prince.
During the parade, each ﬂoat
carried club and class members while
each car transported a member of the
Homecoming Court. Makenna BMW
donated six BMW convertibles and
Vernola’s Towing Service donated the
trucks used for the class ﬂoats. They
were followed by the Lancer Dancers,
Senior Mitzy Hernandez, the featured
twirler, and the Mighty Lancer Regiment.
The band went around the track playing
Michael Jackson’s hit “Thriller.”
Sophomores, juniors, and seniors each had their own class ﬂoat.
There were also ﬂoats for the

cheerleaders, Millennium Club and the
Biomedical Pathway. The Biomedical
students on the ﬂoat wore purple and
white,with a cancer ribbon made up of
purple and white balloons on the ﬂoat.
“The purple represents pancreatic cancer awareness and the white
represents lung cancer awareness. We
wanted to incorporate awareness for both
diseases which are celebrated in the same
month,” said Melanie Ferrer, senior and
President of the Biomedical Club.
The freshman class king and
queen were Carson Aceves and Leilani
Torres. Aceves is a member of the LA
FAME Pathway and the Freshman Class
President, while Torres is on the Girls
Varsity Basketball team.
The sophomore class king and
queen were Armando Gonzalez and
Alyssa Almanza. Gonzalez is on the JV
football team and is in the Engineering Pathway. Almanza is on the Varsity
Cheerleading squad.

The junior class king and queen were
Benjamin Gonzalez and Vivian Vasquez.
Gonzalez is on the Boys Varsity Soccer
team, and Vasquez is a member of AVID
and the ASB Club Commissioner.
The senior class homecoming
court included the following students:
Rosuna Shrestha and Jose Valdivia;
Bjanka Torres and Billy Moore; and Lizet
Anguiano and Alex Villa.
Shrestha is on the Varsity
Cheerleading squad and is ASB Historian.
Valdivia is an ASB oﬃcer and a member
of the Engineering Pathway.
Torres is on the Girls Varsity
Basketball team and is Senior Class President. Moore is on the Varsity Football
team.
Anguiano is also an ASB oﬃcer
and a member of Key Club. Villa is also
an ASB oﬃcer and in the Engineering
Pathway.
Immediately after the halftime
parade, the senior homecoming king and

queen were announced. Billy Moore and
Rosuna Shrestha were crowned king and
queen. However, Billy Moore graciously
passed his crown down to Jose Valdivia,
with whom Shrestha ran.
ASB President Daniel Vasquez
and Senior Class Vice President George
Cruz planned the big king and queen
reveal. “We wanted to create something
diﬀerent and special and we thought that
the glitter and balloons was an interesting
way to reveal the king and queen,” said
Cruz.
Each nominee was given a balloon ﬁlled white glitter and confetti and a
colored string attached. The winners’ ballon had red glitter with white confetti and
a red string attached.
ASB teacher Ms. Valadez raved
about the success of the parade: “The
ﬂoats were fantastic, and everyone did a
great job with the posters and balloons.
ASB did a great job with planning and
organizing this event.”

At Homecoming Dance, Students
Enjoy “A Night in the City”
By Mayra Calderon
As the ﬁrst bars
of “Suavamente” by Elvis
Crespo began to play, a
cheer went up in the banquet hall of the Norwalk
Doubletree Hotel, and
people began to stand up,
eager to dance. Instead of
continuing to pseudo-dance
at their tables, friends
and couples alike began
to make their way to the
dance ﬂoor.
Outside the room,
a line of student artists sat
to the left, ready to sketch a
portrait of any student who
asked. To the right, a line
of students was forming for
the photo booth. Refreshments lined the walls and
semi-formal clad students
milled around.
The homecoming dance was seen by
many as being surprisingly
late. While other schools
had theirs early- to midOctober, Norwalk was an
outlier with its November 4

date. However, homecoming dances are traditionally
the day after the homecoming game, so when it
was announced the game
would be on November 3,
ASB had no choice but to
go on with the late date.
Fortunately, the extra time
probably encouraged more
students to attend, thus,
making this year’s homecoming dance a bigger
success than last year’s.
“I’m really excited. I think the students
will be really happy with
the dance this year. We got
a bigger hall than last year,
and the DJ has more lights,
as well. There’s also more
people going this year, so I
think that’ll make it more
fun!” ASB President Daniel
Vasquez said. “Last year,
around 200 people went.
This year it’s over 300.”
Sure enough, at
the start of the dance, the
room was packed with
students looking for a place

to sit. Many then chose to
pick up some of the food
set out, be it cheese puﬀs or
some sort of chocolate dessert. Others gathered their
friends together to take
pictures while the lights
were still on.
When the lights
shut oﬀ, however, the
crowning of the Homecoming King and Queen began.
Seniors Rosuna Shrestha
and Billy Moore were the
two who won the titles by
vote, but Billy Moore announced he was giving up
the title to Shrestha’s boyfriend, Jose Valdivia, drawing a chorus of “awww”s
from the crowd. Shrestha
and Valdivia then shared
the ﬁrst dance together, and
continued to slow dance
even after the song changed
and other students began
making their way to the
dance ﬂoor.
“It didn’t feel
right. He deserved to
be with his queen, and I
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At this year’s Homecoming Dance, students enjoyed a night of dancing, food and fun at the
Norwalk Doubletree Hotel.

deserved to be with mine,” said Billy
Moore. Moore had run for Homecoming King with his girlfriend Senior
Bjanka Torres, but in the face of winning without her, he gave up the crown
immediately.
The events after that moment
were no less memorable, however. “I
had a lot of fun,” said senior Evelyn
Romo. “We were able to forget our
stress and just dance with one another
and enjoy ourselves. It was deﬁnitely a
fun experience.”
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College Application Tips for Stressed-Out Seniors
By Ricardo Brito
Applying to University of California (UC) schools is a meticulous process that
requires students to provide both ﬁnancial,
academic and personal information, as well as
convincing insight into their activities, leadership abilities, and challenges.
To make things more stressful, however, the deadline of November 30 is quickly
approaching. Fortunately, Norwalk High school
counselors are here to oﬀer some helpful tips
and advice on what to do before the deadline.
The UC personal insight questions are
meant to develop a proﬁle for the UC admissions oﬃcers to form a more complete image of
who a student is. Not only should questions be
answered to describe the student personally, but
also to grab the attention of admissions oﬃcers
in order to increase an applicant’s chances of
acceptance. The insight questions should be
concise and straight to the point, for a student
can use a maximum of 350 words.
Students should set a schedule up for
themselves so that they are not waiting for the
last minute to ﬁnish up the application. Furthermore, by working on portions of the application,
the end product will prove to be detailed and be

able to be submitted knowing that eﬀort was put
into the application, and not a last minute rush to
submission.
Students should utilize on-campus resources such as the after-school UC application
workshop, which is every Tuesday and Thursday
from 3 p.m.. to 4 p.m. in the Career Center. Students can ask the counselors any questions,
comments, or concerns they have about any part
of the application process or about college in
general.
The Cal State Application diﬀers from
the UC application in that the application only
requires the input of transcript grades, and
personal information. According to the Cal State
admission oﬃcers, this would be the ﬁrst year
using the new “friendly” application. The Cal
State application does not require any short essays to be ﬁlled out, unless you are ﬁlling out the
Educational Opportunity Program (EOP). The
EOP is an assistance program for students who
are either ﬁrst generation students or come from
a low income family.
The Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) is an application process
that requires students to ﬁll out tax information,
savings, investment, and W-2 forms in order

to determine the amount of aid that can be provided. The FAFSA is a
government form and should be taken cautiously, for providing misinformation regarding income and savings can lead to denial of aid.
Another common error that occurs as the deadline for both the
CSU and UC application is that the site usually crashes, due to other
students’ procrastination on the submission. Another resource students
should take advantage of is a secure wiﬁ connection because the application process is online it may take a few minutes for it to be submitted. Take time to go to the library or a nearby Starbucks to ﬁnish the
application, knowing the Wiﬁ won’t crash unexpectedly can alleviate
some of the college process stress.

Clubs Come Together to Celebrate Día de los Muertos

By Jessie Krizo
Many of the students on campus at Norwalk
High School have some tradition in their family.
Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlán (MEChA),
Spanish, Art, Photography, and Folkloric Clubs all
worked together to encourage students to keep the Hispanic tradition alive by hosting a Día de los Muertos
celebration on November 1 in the quad of NHS.
The free event was open to everyone; students
were encouraged to bring their families. In the spirit of
honoring those who have passed, with proceeds from
T-shirt sales being donated to earthquake victims in
Mexico.
Most people can easily confuse Día de los
Muertos with Halloween at the ﬁrst sight of skeletons,
or calaveras. Día de los Muertos, which means Day
of the Dead, is a Hispanic celebration to remember
and honor loved ones who have passed. It lasts from
October 31 to November 2. Traditionally, families set
up altars in their homes, consisting of the loved one’s
favorite foods and drinks. Other key aspects of the
altar are ﬂowers, candles, sugar skulls, pan de muerto
(Mexican bread of the dead), and pictures of the

deceased. People visit grave sites to decorate and stay
overnight in the cemetery.
Years ago, at NHS, teacher Mr. Jesus De La
Torre would host a celebration for the Day of the Dead
every year until he retired recently. Despite his retirement, other teachers decided to bring the tradition back
this year.
“We want to bring the tradition back since it’s
an important event for Hispanics. We want students
to embrace and feel proud about their culture and for
those who aren’t Mexican to learn more about Hispanic culture,” explained Spanish teacher Mrs. Silvia
Jacinto.
Although Mrs. Jacinto was not sure if many
people would show up because of the Dodgers playoﬀ
game, she was pleased to see how many people came
out to celebrate.
This year, art teacher Ms. Amanda Perez
decided to contribute to the festival.
“It gave my students a chance to display what
they have been working on. I saw an opportunity to
mix culture and art, so I went for it,” shared Ms. Perez.
“The decorations and the pan de muerto were

nice. I like how they really added the Mexican culture
to it. The dance they performed was beautiful,” said
Senior Priscilla Rodriguez.
“I liked the papel picado that was hanging; it
made the place look really festive,” said Freshman Jose
Ramirez.
Candles are said to lead the spirits on their
journey to their altars and family. The candles light
the path for the dead when returning to earth. Unfortunately for NHS, a candle on the altar was lit, but, soon
after, a poster behind it caught on ﬁre and was quickly
put out. Luckily, no one was harmed and the small ﬁre
was contained.
The mishap did not stop people from enjoying
the tacos sold along with the pan de muerto, churros,
face painting, and T-shirts. Not only does this tradition remember the dead, but it also celebrates life.
Dedicating a few days to commemorate life can have
a positive impact on how you live, which is why it is
important to keep the tradition alive.
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An Electrical Experience With the God of Thunder
By Nadia Larios
The path of Thor has
been carved for more than 50
years, ﬁrst released in comic
books. The legacy has been maintained well into the 21st century,
with the ﬁrst Thor movie released
in 2011, through November 3,
2017, when the third movie was
released, a much awaited thriller
came: Thor: Ragnarok.
There were no cast
changes in this movie; only new
additions, such as Jeﬀ Goldblum,
Cate Blanchett, Rachel House,
and Tessa Thompson, as well as
even introducing Benedict Cumberbatch as Dr. Strange. The actors we had the opportunity to see
again were Mark Ruﬀalo, Chris
Hemsworth, Anthony Hopkins,
Tom Hiddleston, and Idris Elba.
The movie is approximately 2 hours and 10 minutes
long, and was directed by Taika
Waititi, who also took a role in the
movie as a warrior made of rocks.
It’s rated PG-13 for the violence
and ﬁghting sequences, but,
thankfully, not that much blood.
Like all of the Marvel movies, the

movie is a fantasy/science ﬁction
ﬁlm.
The movie begins when
we see our protagonist in chains,
imprisoned on a ﬁre planet. He
later comes to ﬁnd that his captor
is going to cause Asgard’s downfall, and defeats the ﬁre god in
order to prevent it. We then come
to ﬁnd out that Thor had not been
to Asgard for a long time, and his
brother Loki, who impersonated
their father, had settled well into
the throne.
Thor drags his brother
away from Asgard so they could
ﬁnd their father Odin, who had
been exiled to Midgard. With help
from Dr. Strange, who knew their
father’s whereabouts, they ﬁnd
their father right before he passes
away. As their father’s essence
drifts away, a new person emerges
from a burst of green and white
light. Their older sister Hela,
goddess of death, has been freed
of her prison, and she diverts her
brothers to take the throne that
was rightfully hers, destroying
Mjolnir in the process.
Unlike the other Thor

movies, Ragnarok introduced
various scenes of humor; there
was hardly a moment where no
one could help but laugh. There
are famous phrases like “Get
Help,” and the God of Thunder
found himself in many awkward
situations.
I feel that the third
movie was a great lead-in to the
next movie, Avengers: Infinity
War, where the missing Avenger,
or Revenger, the Hulk, has now
been found and Midgard is due to
receive some unexpected guests.
Of course, there is the
reminder to not leave the theater
until the very end because there
are always extra clips at the end
of every Marvel movie. Stan Lee
made an appearance as the man
who ﬁnally cut Thor’s long dirty
blonde hair. This movie is worth
watching over and over, and it is
not a movie you should miss out
on. It is a great ﬂick for anyone
seeking over two hours of campy
humor and kick-butt action.

Stranger Things 2: What Goes Upside Down Must Come Back Down
By Wilfredo Galdamez
The second season
of the Netﬂix original series
Stranger Things, created
by the Duﬀer Brothers, was
available to stream on October 28. In this review, I will
spoil some of the show, so
stop reading if you haven’t
begun your binge watching.
This new season
was ﬁlled with heartpounding action and tear-jerk
moments. The show revealed
new characters such as 008,
Billy, Max, Bob, and Dr. Owens. The Mind Flayer plays
the biggest role in this season, as it inﬁltrates the mind
of the innocent characters.
As the ﬁrst episode
begins, we see that Will is
having new glimpses into the
parallel universe known as
the “Upside Down.” These
new encounters give Will the
ability to see what he calls
“now memories,” which we
soon ﬁnd out are actually him
seeing what the new monster
the “Mind Flayer” is up to,
essentially allowing Will to
spy on him. Unfortunately, it
soon becomes apparent that
if Will can spy on the Mind
Flayer, he can spy on Will as
well.
As the show goes
on and new characters are introduced, we meet a new girl
named “Max” with whom
Dustin soon falls in love.

This is one of my favorite
characters because she adds a
romantic twist to the mysterious show. Mike isn’t so fond
of her, so he tells Max that
there is no room for another
girl in the group of friends
they have established.
We also ﬁnd out
that Sheriﬀ Hopper is hiding
El (short for 011) in a secret
cabin out in the woods. As
problems arise, El becomes
increasingly upset about the
fact that she cannot see Mike,
even though the distance
between them is short. This
is deﬁnitely one of the “tearjerk” moments mentioned
earlier, since El and Mike
clearly have feelings for each
other.
As the season progresses, we see the tension
build up inside of El, and
she eventually leaves to go
visit her “mama” When she
ﬁnds her, she learns that her
real name is Jane, and how
she was taken away from her
mom. She also learned that
her mom was shocked with
450 watts of electricity just
for trying to get Jane back,
which is the reason why her
mom is incapable of moving
and talking.
Stranger Things 2:
What Goes Upside Down
Must Come Back Down
Because of this stunning revelation, El ﬁnds her long-lost

sister 008 by taking a bus to
Chicago. There is much more
the season, and we yet have
to discover what happens at
the end of the series.
The season ends
with the much anticipated
Snowball, a middle school
dance, and everything seems
to end ﬁne; little do we know,
the Mind Flayer has something up its sleeve for the
next season.
Personally, I think
Stranger Things 2 was
extremely well-executed; I
was pleasantly surprised with
how good the season turned
out. It went very well with
the ﬁrst season, because the
story of the whole show gets
more intriguing; it leaves you
wanting the third season right
after watching the second.
I also think that this
new season answered a lot
of questions that the any of
the audience had, like “What
happened to 011?” or “What
happened to 011’s sister?”.
I would highly recommend Stranger Things 2,
as it clearly is an intriguing
show against the backdrop of
the big-hair, new-wave music
’80s.
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Food Review: Zury’s Raspados
By Nathaniel Rodriguez
For anyone who likes shaved
ice or something covered in Cheetos,
then Zury’s Raspados is the best place
to indulge. I ﬁrst heard about this place
from Yelp and how its shaved ice is so
delicious.
In fact, Yelp reviewer Ana O.
gave the place ﬁve stars and said that the
drinks were “ . . . refreshing and not too
sugary.”
Zury’s Raspados is place where
you can relax and have a nice refreshing raspado, which can be fruit-ﬂavored
shaved ice with ice cream or fresh fruit,
or one of its specialities like its piña
loca, where the drink is inside of an
actual pineapple.
The outside of the place looks
small and old; however, the big pink
sign makes the place look brand-new,
and the inside is small with nowhere to
sit but the gigantic menus on the wall
make the store look nice.
When I ﬁrst arrived around 7
p.m. on a Thursday night, the store was
deserted and I was the only one there. I
ordered a raspado with walnuts and ice
cream with a cookie on the top, which I
didn’t like so much. I think they added
too many nuts and it was too chunky, so
it didn’t want to come out of the straw
very well.
My dad bought a raspado with
mangos in it, which he liked, because
the fruit was really fresh. Zury’s also
sells pepinos preparados, which is

pretty much sliced cucumber with Tajin all
over it and little mango slices around it.
The Takis locos, which is a bunch of Takis
on a big plate with a lot of nacho cheese
all over it, sounds pretty decadent, too.
The service was ﬁne in that I
didn’t have to wait too long and the cashier was nice and polite.
So if you’re in the mood for cool,
spicy, crunchy, sweet, or all of the above,
check out Zury’s Raspados sometime.
Zury’s Raspados
11405 Firestone Blvd., Norwalk, 90650
Phone: (909) 728-7404
Hours: Monday-Sunday: 11 p.m. to 9 p.m.

DIY: Collarless Jean Jacket
By Andrew Vasquez
The majority of people can agree
that autumn is one of the best seasons in the
year, because ﬂannels, jackets, coats, boots,
and other cold-weather fashion trends start
to come back. During the past two months,
California has been experiencing extreme
heat waves, but it has cooled down enough
to bring our favorite styles back. One of the
most prevalent pieces of fashion worn by
most individuals is the classic denim jacket.
In the past, the classic denim
jackets has been modiﬁed with corduroy and
even corduroy collars, fur-collars, and diﬀerent colors of denim.
A new trend that has ascended into
the fashion industry recently is a cut-oﬀ collar denim jacket. They are available in most
general clothing stores and websites, but it
is easy to create individually if you have a
denim jacket you would like to attempt it on.
You will need a denim jacket obviously, scissors and a pen to mark your guide
line. You also can use a ruler to see where
you want to cut the collar exactly.
Here are the steps to creating your
own cut-oﬀ collar denim jacket:
1. First, extend the collar from your jacket
and mark a straight line across (I advise
cutting right in the middle of the collar or a
couple centimeters higher than the middle).
You don’t want to completely cut oﬀ the
collar.
2. Use your scissors and cut across the
marked line you drew and just cut all the
way.
3. Once you’ve ﬁnished cutting the collar,

you are almost done, but delicately pull the
blue threads that go out horizontally. This
will let the white thread of the denim material
show, which will make it look rugged.
4. This is optional, but you can use a razor to
make the collar look more distressed.
5. Once you’re satisﬁed, just throw the denim
jacket into the washer and dryer, and you now
have a unique cut-oﬀ collar made by you.
If some of you are wondering what you can
dress this in, it’s easier than you may be
wondering. Just as you would dress a classic
denim jacket, it’s the same thing. I tend to
usually wear this denim jacket with a regular
shirt, or if I’m feeling more formal, I’ll wear a
button-up or even a turtleneck. Preferably, I’d
wear the turtleneck so you can emphasize the
cut collar and turtlenecks are back as well.
ASB member and photographer Gabriella Martinez, also agreed by saying, “Yes,
turtlenecks are nice! They’re really cute!”
Senior Karen Blanco replied, “I love
turtlenecks with a jean jacket! They’re very
cute and it’s perfect for the fall.”
To top it oﬀ, I’ll simply wear my oldschool Vans, Chelsea boots, or combat boots.
Depending on one’s style, it really doesn’t
matter what you wear it with.
As long as you feel good with what
you’re wearing, then go for it. Don’t be
afraid.
One of the best reasons to try this
denim-jacket DIY is to avoid the competingcollar syndrome, where you can show oﬀ
what you’re wearing underneath your jacket
and let the rest of the jacket speak for itself.

Photos by Chantel Morales

The Voice reporter Andrew Vasquez models
his version of the collarless jean jacket.
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The Battle of the Mix Tapes: A Love Letter To You vs. A Love Letter To You 2
By Karla Zamarripa
With Soundcloud artist Trippie Redd’s highly
anticipated release of the mix tape A Love Letter To You’s
sequel A Love Letter To You 2, listeners are faced with a
grueling question: Which mix tape has better content?
Released on May 12, the breakout compilation A Love Letter To You emphasizes Redd’s signature style of blending
versatile genres, such as cloud rap and trap infused with
hints of punk rock.
The 12-song project mixes scrawled raps with
ballads of melodramatic love, as shown in songs “Romeo & Juliet” and “Deeply Scared.” Before the project’s
release, Redd dropped the featured track “Love Scars,”
which set the subject of the entire tape: the ache of troubling love, and the acknowledgement of the battle scars
left behind.
Redd’s ﬂow and rhyme schemes are also shortly
displayed in the song “Can You Rap Like Me?” where
he calls out the negativity people have thrown at him by
boasting of his success and credibility as a rapper. The
tape features prevailing artists such as Famous Dex and
UnoTheActivist, whose contrast in voices and melodic
beats present a good look into the world of teenage romance.

The project’s sequel, A Love Letter To You 2, is
not as interested in twisted romance as its predecessor is,
but still carries the idea, along with Redd’s accounts of
his journey to success and a recollection of the sacriﬁces
made along the way.
The 14-track mix tape, released on October 6,
focuses on Redd’s acknowledgement of his actions’ eﬀect
on people around him. As displayed in songs like “Bust
Down,” Redd’s focus on his rich and famous lifestyle in
this project overpowers the emotionally vulnerable concept shown in ALLTY.
Redd’s susceptible emotions, however, are still
presented in songs such as “Back of My Mind,” where
Redd uses his catapult in fame to get away from a past
lover. The project features artists such as Cydnee with a C
and Chris King, as well as before-seen UnoTheActivist,
who distribute vocals and rhymes throughout the track list
to add an energetic connotation into the collection.
The two albums, although similar, have their own
diﬀerences. ALLTY has a specialized focus on troubled
romance, whereas ALLTY2 focuses on a broader concept
of romance, tying it along with the inﬂuence of success.
ALLTY has more variety in the hooks-to-verses ratio that
Redd produces, compared with the outweighing number of

choruses he sings in ALLTY2.
The production and song quality in ALLTY
is better than the that of ALLTY2, where neither the
ﬁre nor ﬂair of the prequel can be matched; unfortunately, Redd’s wild-man enthusiasm and passionate
emotions are not enough to compensate.
A Love Letter To You is the better tape,
because the project presents its theme through
captivating storytelling; the memorable verses and
ad-libs allow the listener to grasp a full idea of the
world that is Trippie Redd’s.

Dr. Love
Dear Dr. Love:
I think I like this boy, but he has a girlfriend even though I hardly see them hanging
out together. He isn’t very attractive to me, but he’s a really cool guy and funny. I
don’t know what to do.
Sincerely,
Attracted But Shouldn’t Be
Dear Attracted:
If the boy already has a girlfriend, don’t do anything that would end their relationship, because you wouldn’t want someone to disrespect your relationship in that
way, would you? However, if he and his current girlfriend don’t work out, then you
can feel free to get to know him better and see if it turns into something more.
When you say, “He isn’t very attractive to me,” I assume you mean you don’t ﬁnd
him physically attractive. If so, ask yourself if looks are that important or if personality and having things in common are. If you say that looks are important, maybe
you’re not ready for a relationship, because you can’t just date someone’s face or
body. However, if you mean that he isn’t attracted to you, most likely, he wants to
stay loyal to his girlfriend, so keep your distance. Sometimes what we can’t have is
more appealing just because we can’t have it—and not because it’s good for us.
Sincerely,
Dr. Love
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Dear Torn:
A kiss with an ex is never just a kiss—it’s a betrayal of your current boyfriend’s trust. It’s
probably be hard to hear, but your boyfriend deserves to know the truth, even if it ends
your relationship. The best thing you can do is own up to what you did and be entirely
honest with your boyfriend. If he forgives you, then be grateful and remember that relationships require mutual respect and loyalty. And, of course, don’t go near any of your
ex-boyfriends. If your boyfriend doesn’t forgive you, accept the consequences of your
actions and then apply this lesson to your future relationships.
Sincerely,
Dr. Love
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Dear Dr. Love:
A few weeks ago, I cheated on my boyfriend with an ex. It wasn’t much—we just kissed—
but it has been weighing down on me. I don’t know if I should tell my boyfriend that I
cheated on him, because I love him and don’t want to hurt him. I don’t want to lose him
after a stupid mistake, but I can’t keep lying to him, either.
Sincerely,
Torn
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I Need a Date
to the Dance!
Or Do I?
By Brithany Chinchilla
Whenever there’s a formal dance coming up,
the ﬁrst thing students think about is whom they’ll ask
as their date or who might ask them. However, the real
question is whether you actually need a date for a school
dance, such as the recent Norwalk High School homecoming dance, or if you can go solo or with a group of
friends, instead.
“Well, I wanted to go with my friends. It would
be temporary if I went with a date,” said senior Cristal
Ortiz.
The answer to the date-or-no-date question,
of course, varies on a high school campus. I, however,
believe that you do not necessarily need a date to go to
a dance; you can always go by yourself or with friends.
That way, no one feels excluded or conspicuous at a
high school dance, which makes the event more fun
than nerve-wracking.
Furthermore, it does not matter who you end
up going to a dance with, because, at the end of the
night all you need are the permanent memories not the

temporary people.
“Just do you. You’ll have fun at the end of the
day if you go with friends,” added Ortiz as advice to
people who feel discouraged to attend without a date.
You would think guys would not care about these type
of “girl issues”, but “ . . . I felt that I didn’t want to
rush into anything, just because I was dateless,” shared
senior Daniel Jaimes. He explained further that he saw
his own friends stress out because they were dateless
and rushed into asking any girl just to attend the dance,
and he did not want to be that guy.
Regardless of having a date or not, dances are
great opportunities to get out there and become more
social. Of course, having a date is not a bad idea, but
forcing it would just not be a good one. It is much better
to dance and have some fun with your friends, rather
than no outcome at all, because you’re sitting at home
feeling sorry for yourself and drowning your sorrows in
supermarket cake and a gallon of Thrifty ice cream.
Whatever the decision is, “ . . . as long as you
have a large enough group of people you are comfort-

able with and enjoy hanging out with, then I’m pretty
sure you’ll be ﬁne to get groovy on the dance ﬂoor,”
said senior Daniel Moreno. This only serves as further
proof that there is no pressure to get a date, because,
truly, even if you go alone, are you really going alone?
“If they didn’t go, because they didn’t have a date,
that’s kind of sad; they missed an opportunity to put
themselves out there and actually get a date there,”
added senior Nataly Valdivia.
After all, the whole point of attending a high
school dance is to have a great time with people whose
presence you enjoy. There is no need to get into complicated situations just for a night of fun. In this case,
senior Julia Lopez’s tragic night with her date. From
getting asked to homecoming by an unexpected person
she didn’t know too well to an uncomfortable night. It
seemed as if she had no date at all!
Why go through a bad date for fear of being
dateless? Let us defy the trend.

Cultural Appropriation Doesn’t Get a Pass on Halloween
By Jesus Ortiz
Everyone knows that
Halloween is a spectacular time of
year for trick-or-treating for candy,
watching scary movies and choosing the right costume. However,
Halloween can go from frightening to degrading when costumes
cross the line, becoming culturally
demeaning or oﬀensive to others.
While some people are more
traditional with their costumes by
choosing to dress up as witches,
vampires, or scary clowns, others
adopt a culture for the day, dressing
up as Native Americans, AfricanAmericans and “exotic” Asian
characters.
However, this is not just
innocent dress up—it’s actually
called cultural appropriation, when
a person takes elements of a culture
and disrespects that culture, or representing a culture that is not their
own..
Sure, it is totally acceptable for people to appreciate the
cultures of others, eat diﬀerent
cuisines, travel to other places, and
experience languages, movies, and
styles of dress, but there is a difference between appreciation and
appropriation.
Cultural appreciation is
“good borrowing,” according to
Alia E. Dastigir from USA Today.
For example, buying handmade
bags or scarves from a local person

of a unique culture, or making a
Middle-Eastern soup and enjoying
it with family are acts of appreciation.
Conversely, cultural appropriation is oﬀensive, such as turning
a hijab into a costume and making a
geisha or Native American woman
into “sexy” characters, because the
women wearing them are not part
of that culture and are demeaning
those who are part of it.
Appropriation can also be
oﬀensive when the person borrowing is privileged (e.g., a white person), while the person who is being
borrowed from is oppressed (e.g.,
a minority race, such as AfricanAmerican, Latino, Native American, Asian, or Paciﬁc Islander).
“Any person of a minority
group understands the feeling of being proud of your culture, but having other people--especially white
people--dress up as a stereotypical
Mexican with a sombrero, serape
and bottle of tequila is incredibly
disrespectful to my culture, and it
makes me feel degraded. My culture is not a costume,” said Senior
Ashley Campos.
“In my opinion, others
should try to understand what the
communities are facing,” shared
junior Miranda Salcedo. “And understand that it goes beyond hurting
our feelings.”
“I think it’s ﬁne if kids

want to dress up as Moana for
Halloween, not the stereotypical
Paciﬁc Islander. They’re kids!” said
freshman Hazelle Anthony. “But
older people shouldn’t dress like
a diﬀerent culture and be insensitive about it, especially if they have
no knowledge about the culture or
respect it and its traditions.”
“Honestly, people who
complain about cultural appropriation around Halloween time should
stop being such social justice warriors, and let people have fun. It’s
Halloween, and we have the right to
speak and act freely, so why not?”
countered freshman Trevor Meyer.
Everyone knows Halloween is about having fun, but ignorant people have no say on whether
a minority should be oﬀended about
having others dress as them and
degrade their culture on this day.
Respecting others—especially marginalized groups who
already put up with racism and
discrimination—is not “ruining
the fun.” It is a matter of mutual
respect. Ultimately, people should
comprehend that it is not appropriate to dress as an identity or culture
for Halloween, because these
costumes can embody hurtful stereotypes and perpetuate them even
more.

In 2016, actress Hilary Duﬀ and her boyfriend Jason Walsh
were accused of cultural appropriation by dressing as a Pilgrim
and Native American, even though Walsh is not Native American. She later apologlized on Twitter.
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Homecoming Game Ends in Victory and Leads to First Round of CIF Playoﬀs
By Michael Serna
November 3 was the last regular
season game for the Norwalk Varsity Football team against Artesia High
School. It also happened to be the homecoming game. The players came into this
game with an overall record of 6 wins and
3 losses and a league record of 3–2. With
that record, it was important for them to
win this one in order to secure a spot in
the playoﬀs and to have a higher seed in
their bracket.
“They had their ups and downs
throughout the season. I was proud of the
eﬀort the team gave this season and how
they played. I feel that we need to learn
from our mistakes and ﬁx them to help
prepare for the playoﬀs. . . . We’ve had a
lot of younger guys play and this step up
this season and playing above their level
to help contribute to the team. More unity
from the players needs to be shown as
well,” said Varsity Head Coach Otis Harrison..
With it potentially being the
seniors’ last home game , it was important
they came out with a victory. Fortunately,
Norwalk did win the game with a score of
63–14 and improved its overall record to
7-3, and league record to 4-2.
“We had a rough start to begin,
but once season came we managed to
come together. More communication and
watching ﬁlm are two things that we need
to do and improve on before our playoﬀ
game. We come to school in suits to idolize and set an example before our games
on Friday,” said team captain and senior

Josh Martinez.
“We need to improve on ﬁnishing in the game and play a full four dominant quarters. The communication and
motivation has improved for us,” added
cornerback and senior Jonathan Tovar
added.
“Our leadership and team collaboration has to improve. The team chemistry has been good and it’s still continuing
to get better. We listen to music and turn
up in the locker room to help before each
game. For us to win and be on the same
page we need to play with the best of our
abilities and play smart,” said running
back and senior Billy Moore.
They all felt good and their
conﬁdence was riding high, but they knew
they still had a lot of work to get done
before their ﬁrst playoﬀ game. Unfortunately, on November 10, Norwalk played
St. Anthony High School of Long Beach
in its ﬁrst round of the playoﬀs and lost
31–19, thus putting an end to the season.

Photo by Daniel Espinosa.

Brionne Penney scores a touchdown against Artesia High School at Norwalk High School’s
homecoming game and last regular-season game.

Cross Country Looks to Fight Through CIF to Get to State
By Jorge Lomeli
For the past couple of
years cross country has been the
sport to watch. This year is no
diﬀerent. Cross country will be
trying to run their way to state.
Let us congratulate
Varsity Girls cross country for
winning league once again. Their
hard work paid oﬀ and it’s on to
the next one for them.
Both the boys and girls
cross country teams will be heading to CIF Finals. If any of the
teams win CIF, they will be heading to State. That would be a great
accomplishment. It seems that
both teams want and think they
are capable of going to State.
With a great season from
both teams; the hard work really
starts with all the training towards
CIF Finals. The teams need to
come together, put themselves into
a winning mindset, and run to win.

As Senior Richard Holley puts
it, “We have grown stronger and closer
together which pushed us further to
do the best we could for our family.”
As the season went on, running has
become what brings the team together.
Running is all about the mindset that
you put yourself in. If you tell yourself
that you will win, and run your heart
out; you will come out on top of everyone else.
“Seeing the team grow
together during the season was something fun to see.” This was something I
heard a lot from cross country. This is
also why they believe that they can go
all the way; because of the growth that
everyone has endured.
At the State CIF Cross Country Finals at the end of November,
senior Misty Diaz placed sixth in the
Division II 5,000-meter race.

Senior Misty Diaz placed sixth in the state cross country finals. Congratulations, Misty!

