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Methodology


Hybrid web/telephone survey of MPUSD voters



Conducted August 20-29, 2017



500 completed interviews; margin of error ± 4.4 percentage points
–

Web – 250 interviews; Phone – 250 interviews



Demographics weighted to be reflective of a likely June 2018 electorate



Where applicable, results compared with previous surveys:
Dates Conducted
May 2001
Jan. 31-Feb. 3, 2010
April 12-18, 2010
April 18-22, 2012
Aug. 20-29, 2017

Number of Interviews
600
352
602
403
500

Margin of Error
± 4.0
± 5.2
± 4.0
± 4.9
± 4.4

Methodology
Telephone Survey
Telephone Survey
Telephone Survey
Telephone Survey
Telephone/Web Hybrid

Please note that due to rounding, some percentages
may not add up to exactly 100%
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Key Findings


Most voters in the Monterey Peninsula Unified School District
value public education and are willing to invest in local schools.



Some District ratings are positive, while some are neutral or
negative, indicating that many voters are seeking
improvements to local schools.



Support for a bond measure for MPUSD is well above the 55%
needed across demographic groups.



Classroom and school repairs and 21st-century updates are
among voters’ top priorities for bond expenditures.



Ensuring the bond measure will provide locally controlled
funds in a fiscally responsible way is a compelling reason for
voters to support the measure.
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Vote Progression
Initial support for a $213M bond is above the 55% threshold and remains strong after voters are
given more information about the measure. However, an opposition message is impactful.
To repair and update classrooms, science labs, and school facilities to keep pace with 21st-century learning,
including: making essential school safety and security improvements; replacing aging plumbing, gas, sewer, and
electrical systems that are over 50 years old; and, acquire, construct and equip classrooms, athletic facilities, science
labs, sites, or facilities; shall Monterey Peninsula Unified School District issue $213,000,000 in bonds at legal rates,
with citizen oversight, annual audits, no funds for administrator salaries, and all funds benefiting local schools?

Yes
78%

Yes
78%

Yes
69%

Lean 2%

Lean, 2%

76%

77%

No
21%
21%

Und
1%

Yes Initial
NoVote Und

No
22%
22%

67%
Und
1%

Yes WithNo
Und
Vote
Information

Q41. If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to reject this measure?
(IF UNDECIDED/NOT SURE) Well which way do you lean -- towards voting yes or no on the measure?

No
30%
30%

Und
2%

Yes FinalNo
Vote Und
17-6497 Monterey Peninsula USD | 4

District Need for Money – Perception Among Parents
MPUSD parents make up only 15% of voters but are more likely to perceive a great need for
additional funding.

Great need

73%

Some need

80%
10%

28%
70%
45%

Overall

MPUSD parent
(15%)

Q5. As you may know, you live in the Monterey Peninsula Unified School District, which is the public
school system in your area. Would you say that Monterey Peninsula Unified School District has a
great need for additional funding, some need, a little need, or no real need for additional funding?
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District Job Ratings
Voters indicate that they see room for improvement on District ratings, particularly the quality of
buildings and grounds.
Excellent

Good

Public schools generally in the
Monterey Peninsula Unified School
District

5%

The overall safety of schools and
grounds

6%

The quality of education

4%

38%

The quality of your local public
elementary school

6%

34%

The quality of your local public high
school

5%

The quality of buildings and grounds

4%

The management of District monies

3%

Don't Know

38%

16%

41%

30%
29%
20%

Only Fair

Poor

30%

22%
17%

22%
28%

26%
21%
18%
34%

Q6-Q12. Using a scale of excellent, good, only fair, or poor, please rate the following in Monterey
Peninsula Unified School District.

12%

24%
28%
34%
24%

9%
12%
10%
15%
16%
18%
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District Ratings Over Time
Although voters remain divided in their perceptions of the schools, negative ratings have declined
slightly.
Public schools generally in the Monterey Peninsula Union School District.

Excellent/Good
Aug. '17

43%

April '12

42%

April '10

39%

Feb. '10

38%

May '01

29%

Don't Know

Only Fair/Poor

16%

3%

13%

12%

17%

Q6-Q12. Using a scale of excellent, good, only fair, or poor, please rate the following in Monterey
Peninsula Unified School District.

41%

55%

49%

50%

54%
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Top Bond Components
Repairs and classroom updates are top priorities.
Extremely
important (7)

Somewhat
important (5-6)

Total
Importance

Providing up-to-date science, technology, engineering,
arts, and math classrooms

56%

28%

84%

Fixing and replacing leaky roofs

55%

30%

84%

Replacing aging plumbing, gas, sewer, and electrical
systems that are over 50 years old

54%

30%

84%

Updating classrooms for career technical education
and workforce training programs

45%

36%

Repairing/updating classrooms/labs/athletic/other
school facilities to keep pace w/21st-century learning

44%

35%

Making essential school safety and security
improvements

44%

Providing safe and environmentally-friendly school
buses

41%

Q17-29. I’m going to read you a list of components that could be included in a Monterey Peninsula
Unified School District ballot measure. After each one, please rate how important that item is to
you, using a scale of 1 to 7, where 1 means not at all important, and 7 means extremely important.

33%
33%

82%
79%

77%
74%
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Top Supporting Information
Local control and oversight of funds, the age of facilities, as well as themes around supporting
21st-century learning, are very compelling reasons to support the measure.
Very
compelling (7)
By law, every penny from this measure can only be used to
improve our public schools here on the Monterey Peninsula.
Nothing can be taken by the state or federal government.
The District is under new management & is committed to
transparency & community involvement….A mandatory citizens'
oversight committee & annual audits will ensure that all funds are
spent as promised & no $$ will be used for admin salaries.

Somewhat
compelling (5-6)

61%

54%

20%

23%

Total
Compelling

81%

77%

Most of the District's schools were built 50+ years ago, are
outdated, & badly in need of repair. This measure will provide
funding to repair failing plumbing, sewer, & electrical systems to
provide a safe, healthy learning environment for students.

48%

29%

77%

Right now, many classrooms only have 1-2 electrical outlets... not
enough to support learning technology...need[ed] to prepare for
college &...careers. We need this measure to meet the rapidly
changing requirements for…the 21st Century.

47%

31%

77%

This measure will allow the District to improve outdated
classrooms & labs to meet modern standards for science, tech,
engineering, athletics, arts, & math education, which are critical in
preparing students for today’s competitive job market.

45%

31%

77%

Q30-39. Here are some things people have said in support of a bond measure for our schools. For
each statement, please tell me how compelling this is as a reason to support a school bond
measure. Please use a scale from 1 to 7, where 1 means not at all compelling and 7 means a very
compelling reason to support a school bond measure.
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Conclusions and Recommendations


A bond measure for the June 2018 ballot appears feasible.



Voters clearly indicate that improvements are needed in local
schools and they support a bond measure as a way to help
make the necessary improvements.



Ratings indicate that the District could benefit from
informational communication and outreach to outline the
needs of the schools and highlight recent success.



The potential bond measure shows vulnerability to an
opposition campaign; informing voters that a bond measure
would allow for essential repairs and upgrades to help give
local students a foundation for college and career success is
likely to solidify support for a measure.
17-6497 Monterey Peninsula USD | 10

Contact

Jessica Polsky
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510.550.8808
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