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Expeditionary Learning
T

he toilets got the biggest
response.
Well, more like the lack of
toilets we are used to in the
United States.
"In China, they don't have
toilets," Nanette Lehman,
principal at South Baker Intermediate, told the crowd of firstgraders.
"What?!" came the response.
"They have holes in the
ground," she said.
Nanette shared photos from
a trip she took to China with
Brooklyn Primary first-graders,
who took a field trip to South
Baker Intermediate to learn
about China and volcanoes.
During the visit, the sixthgraders had the chance to be the
teachers.
The four sixth-grade classes
were wrapping up their studies
on China and volcanoes —
both part of the Expeditionary
Learning model at SBI. Part of
EL is to give a public presentation — in this case, to younger
students.
The first-graders toured each
of the classrooms to learn about
Chinese dynasties, lantern festivals and the Chinese calendar
(most first-graders were born
in the Year of the Rabbit). In
Mandie Rose's room, the older
students shared their knowledge
about volcanoes.
To wrap up the visit, Nanette
talked about visiting China and
related tidbits the first-graders
could identify with, such as
how Chinese students go to
boarding school during the

Madison Gagnon, a sixth-grader at South Baker Intermediate, explains her volcano project to
two first-graders from Brooklyn Primary. In January, all five first grade classes took a field trip
to South Baker to learn about China and volcanoes from the sixth-grade students.
week and only go home on the
weekends.
Although she shared a lot of
facts, it was the toilet situation
that most struck the first-graders. Nanette used that very topic
to set the stage for the Chinese

students who came to Baker
City in February.
"That's the awesome thing
about other countries — we
think some of the things they do
are silly, but they're not. They're
just different," she said. "Our

toilets might be different, our
houses might be different — it's
not bad, it's just different."
For more on Expeditionary
Learning, see page 3
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Thanks, Bob!

T

he Chromebook carts throughout
the district are great educational
tools, but sometimes they can be an
absolute disaster as the charge cords can
become stretched out or lost in the back
of the cart, students may not plug them
in even with teach-tos and the daily
lectures and many other factors.
After dealing with problems in the
Chromebook cart, I sent a help desk
ticket to Bob on Wednesday (Jan. 24)
asking if we could get the charge cords
zip tied so that it would create a lot less
problem. As I left work Thursday afternoon and prepared for my weekend, I
felt that maybe I would hear something
by the middle of next week because
of the various needs around the tech
department.
At 7:19 a.m. Monday, Jan. 29, the
6th grade team received an email that
said "Hello, as a result of Mr. Kimball
requesting clean-up of the 6th grade
ChromeBook carts we straightened,
wire-tied, and numbered the charging
cords in the two carts in the 6th grade
hall."
Needless to say, the 6th grade team
at South Baker deeply appreciates Mr.
Bob Ward and the work he and the rest
of the tech department are doing to keep
our school technology running smoothly and even making the daily operations
easier to use.

Zack Kimball, 6th grade,
South Baker Intermediate

Exceptional leaders

T

o Nanette Lehman and Skye
Flanagan:
Thank you to two tremendous leaders for allowing me a peek into the
daily workings at your schools. I have
thoroughly enjoyed shadowing both of
you, and have gained insights into what
exceptional leadership looks like in
action!
Katy Collier, Haines Elementary

Friday Academy

S

hout out to the Friday Academy
staff. The program continues to
grow and develop thanks to the dedication of an amazing staff of teachers and
paraprofessionals. The students came to
school this past Friday excited to learn
about Astronomy and walked out at the

Shout Outs
end of the day with art, science, and
hands-on technology projects! Kudos
to a great group of people making this
happen!
Angela Lattin, dean of students,
Brooklyn Primary

Coach Jimmy truly
understands kids

D

uring my time job shadowing at
Baker Middle School, I had the
opportunity to work with Jimmy Howerton. Coach Jimmy truly understands
middle school kids, and goes out of his
way to show he cares about them. Every
student would benefit from a Coach
Jimmy in their life!
Katy Collier, Haines Elementary

Gracious volunteers

M

argaret Mead stated, "Never
doubt that a small group of
thoughtful committed citizens can
change the world; Indeed it is the only
thing that ever has." It is rewarding to
live in a community where we all work
together to educate our students. Dr.
Lily Wittich and Zack Allen, P.A., graciously volunteer their time to prepare
and present Human Sexuality health
standards to students at South Baker
Intermediate each year. Their gracious
donation of time and expertise is greatly
appreciated.
Nanette Lehman, principal,
South Baker Intermediate

Successful 4th
grade expedition

T

o all our 4th grade teachers, students, and families:
Fourth grade has been studying
simple machines for their expeditionary
learning. I would like to send a shout
out to the teachers for their time and
energy in this expedition. Another huge
shout out to the students and families
for putting together such awesome simple machine Valentine's Day projects.
It was amazing to see students explain
what they did, how it works, and why it

is a simple machine. Way to go!
Jandy Eskew, South Baker
Intermediate

Going the extra mile

S

hout out to bus driver Sara Rudolph for going the extra mile for
her Brooklyn bus riders. Sara purchased
some items to help some struggling kids
keep their minds and bodies busy on
the long bus rides. Thank you for caring
about our kids!
Angela Lattin, dean of students,
Brooklyn Primary

Playground helpers

S

hout out to Amanda Washington
for going above and beyond.
Amanda voluntarily came in on a Friday to push the wood chips back into
the play area at Brooklyn Primary. Huge
thanks to her son, Antonio, who is an
expert leaf blower operator and helped
his mom out!
Angela Lattin, dean of students,
Brooklyn Primary

Thanks, PTO

S

hout out to the Brooklyn PTO.
The parents of our students at
Brooklyn are second to none. Thanks to
this amazing group of moms and dads,
Brooklyn Primary School has Chromebooks, a newly refurbished reading
nook in our entryway, experiences to go
with the Bulldog Store, and a myriad
of other amazing opportunities. Thank
you!
Angela Lattin and Phil Anderson,
Brooklyn Primary

Thank you, BTI

W

e would like to give a huge
shout out to Burke Smejkal
and his BTI crew for putting on a great
"Simple Machines" learning expedition for our 4th graders at South Baker.
The stations ran flawlessly and the BTI
students did a fabulous job presenting a
variety of hands-on learning opportunities for their younger friends. Such a

nice culminating activity for our Science Unit. Thank you for all the time
you put in preparing for our visit!
South Baker Intermediate
fourth grade teachers

Great kids at BHS

B

rooklyn's annual taco feed was
held at Baker High School this
year, and the high school students were
invaluable help. We knew we would
have help from National Honor Society for the actual event, but ended up
in a mad rush right after school. As we
brought in supplies, we asked BHS kids
who were hanging out if they could help
and in every instance they did. It was so
helpful!
National Honor Society signed up to
serve food and clean up afterward —
wow, those kids were amazing help!
Some came before the event started and
stayed through to clean after everyone
left. They wiped down tables, then
folded them all up to sweep the entire
commons. Before leaving, they set the
tables back up. We were so grateful
for all the help. You have great kids at
BHS!
Brooklyn Primary PTO

Kitchen helpers

J

anet Conant started helping with
the Brooklyn breakfast service at
the beginning of the year. She learned
the routine and computer program in
record time and has since been aiding in
the training of our substitute cooks on
our breakfast service. Janet’s kindness
doesn’t stop there, as she regularly stops
to check in with the kitchen to see if
they need additional help with anything.
Amanda Washington frequently stops
by the Brooklyn kitchen in the mornings
to offer her assistance with kindergarten
breakfast. During lunch service, if she
sees the dishes stacking up she doesn’t
hesitate to pop back in the kitchen to
help.
Dave Frazey has been sneaking in to
the high school kitchen for years, washing dishes and picking things up around
the kitchen. He is so quiet you never
know he is coming or going, until you
see the work he has so graciously done.
Thank you all for the kind help you
offer in our kitchens. You rock!
Jessica Dalton, Debbie White
and Rochelle Stoaks
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Expeditionary Learning in grades 4-6

E

xpeditionary Learning is a project-based
study being implemented at
South Intermediate at grades
4-6. Project units last 8 to 12
weeks and include five components:
• Curriculum
• Instruction
• Assessment
• Culture and Character
• Leadership
"For any expedition we try
and have guiding questions
to help us investigate (set a
purpose) for students," said
Jandy Eskew, instructional
coach at SBI.
Grade 4 students studied
simple machines throughout
January and February. Their
guiding question was "How
do simple machines make our
lives easier?" The culminating
project was to create a box for
Valentine's Day that utilized
one or more simple machines
such as lever, pulley, incline
plane, or wheel and axle.
On Feb. 14, the students
shared their inventions with
other classes and smiles
abounded as they delivered
valentine cards — especially
to the toilet created by Nolan
Briels where a handle was
tied to the pulley system that
opened the toilet lid.
In the same classroom,
Conner Niday pulled on a
string of baling twine to open
the lid of his box — a chunk
of log that took an entire day
to hollow out.
"What made me happiest
was seeing their faces as they
deliver cards and figure out
each other's simple machines," said Kristin Schwin,
who teaches fifth grade.
Chadd Hillman, a fourthgrader in Julie Gentry's class,
talked about his invention
process.
"I thought about a lever
with bottles, but that didn't
work," he said. "So I tried
something else."
He and his grandpa instead

Lilly Wilson colors a mandala that is part of her ecosystem
project in fifth grade.

Nolan Briels used simple
machines to make a toilet
for his Valentine's box.
crafted a machine that delivers cards into a small box,
which then slides out for easy
access.

S

outh Baker's fifth grade
classes will complete
two expeditions this year:
Ecosystem and Revolutionary
War.
For ecosystems, students
studied food chains, food
webs and how energy travels
through the ecosystem with
producers, consumers and
decomposers. Ecosystem
projects culminated with a
community open house in
early March. Students created

Andie Jo Craigmile made a
wishing well using a pulley
system.

Conner Niday and his dad spent an entire day hollowing
out this piece of wood so he could create a Valentine's
box using several simple machines.
one of three projects to demonstrate their learning about
ecosystems: dioramas, tri-fold
presentations, or games. More
than 200 people attend the
event.
According to Jandy, the
Revolutionary War unit will
involve simulations.

S

ixth graders will complete two expeditions
this year. The first was on
China. Through the weeks of
study, students read "Dragonwings" (a book about
Chinatown during the San
Francisco earthquake), and
studied different aspects of
Chinese culture: history, art,

celebrations, dynasties and
geography.
The sixth grade's second
expedition will be Human's
Impact on Earth. Last year
students ended this project
by creating art with recycled
materials.
Although Expeditionary
Learning will continue at
South Baker, Jandy said the
classrooms do become a bit
crowded when projects are in
full swing.
"The biggest challenge
is space," she said. "Bigger
schools have a maker's space
where projects can be left,
and students can come back
to it."

3

Alumni spotlight:
Phyllis Badgley
I attend first grade (1930) at
North Baker. I lived on Fourth
Street, at the district line. I was
told to enroll 2nd and 3rd grade
at Central (which was Old High
school, now Middle school location.) At that time, there was a
change in the look of report cards
— it featured the total of all children in class, with a circle drawn
around the grade I earned.
I went back to North Baker
for grades 4-6 and I remembered
when we wound the maypole. The
emphasis of study in each year was
long division in fourth grade, fractions in fifth grade and percentages
in sixth grade.
Each room displayed a picture of
George Washington (later learned
he had wooden false teeth). Above
the chalk board was a strip of
cursive alphabet. We practiced
penmanship with writing “ovals
and push pulls.”
When a student misbehaved, he
was sent to “isolation” in the cloak
room.
If we could afford 10 cents a
week, we could have a daily half
pint of milk. Bottles were rinsed
with cold water in a separate area.
Brown bag lunches were common.
There was no hot lunch program.
At year’s end, parents were
invited to hear elementary students
sing the Oregon State song. I
remember every word of it:
“Land of the Empire builders,
Land of the Golden West, Conquered and held by free men,
fairest and the best.
Onward and Upward ever, Land
of the Setting Sun, Hail the home
of Heroes, .. MY OREGON.”
We moved to junior high for 7,
8 and 9, and observed 9th grade
graduation at the High School on
Washington street.
Pearl Harbor in 1941: Some
classmates enlisted and were not
present for 1942 BHS graduation
a few months later. As for cars ..
there were very few in the parking
lot during school hours.
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S

Celebrating Dr. Seuss

tudents and staff at schools across Baker School District celebrated Read Across America week Feb. 26
to March 1 with special dress up days to honor Dr. Seuss,
whose birthday was March 2, a non-school day.
Spirit days ranged from "Reading Makes You Smart"
(dress like a nerd) at South Baker Intermediate School to
Wacky Wednesday (dress in mismatched clothes) at Brooklyn Primary School. Keating School even introduced some
Seuss-themed projects, giving kids a piece of clay and pipe
cleaners to create a work of art inspired by a Dr. Seuss
book.
Other special events brought the
community in to celebrate as well. On
Wednesday, February 28, South Baker invited grandparents to share a bagel with
their student, and on Thursday, March
1 students at Keating School enjoyed
breakfast and a story in their pajamas.
Brooklyn Primary's annual "Muffins for
Moms, Doughnuts for Dads" brought
quite a crowd to the cafeteria where
parents shared a morning treat and story
with their child.

Door decoration at Haines Elementary

Students built Seuss-inspired
art at Keating School

Keating School
spring play,
auction May 24

K

eating School's annual spring fundraiser is
Thursday, May 24.
Dinner will be served starting at 5 p.m., followed by the
dessert auction at 6 p.m. and
the student play "Go West!" at
7 p.m.

Education
Foundation's
event a success

T

Breakfast
reading at
Keating

Sadie Christensen on
Wacky Wednesday at Brooklyn

10 Apples Up on
Top activity in
first grade

Dress to
make people
wonder at
South Baker

Kindergarten teacher
Cynthia Norton's outfit for
Wacky Wednesday

he Baker Valley Education Foundation raised
more than $4,000 during their
fundraiser "Pedal for a Purpose" held in February at the
Baker County YMCA.
For the event, participant
paid $25 to reserve a bicycle,
pledging to raise an additional
$25 over the course of the
event. On February 3 participants pedaled from 8 a.m. to
1 p.m. under the leadership of
YMCA cycling instructors.
Funds raised for BVEF will
go toward fulfilling grant
requests from Baker School
District teachers who have a
project that aligns with the
foundation's mission of supporting innovative teaching
and hands-on learning.
Grant applications are due
September 1, 2018.
To learn more information
about the foundation, see a list
of funded projects, or donate
to BVEF, visit their website,
www.bakervalleyeducationfoundation.org. The foundation
also has a Facebook page.
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Fridays full of learning and fun
B

rooklyn Primary
School buzzes with
activity most Fridays as
students brush up on their
academics during Friday
Academy.
The program started September 29 with the first session of four Friday meetings.
The 2017-2018 school year
will see a total of five Friday
Academy sessions, each with
a different theme: The Great
Outdoors; Around the World;
Winter Wonderland; Astronomy; and Spring Fever.
Last year Friday Academy was the name given to
extra enrichment to Baker
students. This program, now
called Friday Experience,
is still being offered. Friday
Academy is the name being
used to identify an invitational program whose goal is
to support K-6 students needing additional help to meet
grade-level expectations.
Each Friday Academy
runs from 8 a.m. to noon and
includes breakfast, recess and
lunch. The rest of the hours
are divided equally between
academic classroom time
and activities such as science
experiments.
"We're reteaching and
pre-teaching," said Angela
Lattin, facilitator for Friday
Academy.
"Research is very clear that
by providing targeted instruction to learners who are not
at grade level benchmarks in
reading and mathematics, we
can actually increase student
outcomes for every individual student in that classroom
over the course of a school
year," said Superintendent
Mark Witty.
The program serves
students from kindergarten
to grade 6, with the most
participation in the younger
grades.
Most Fridays bring around
80 kids, with the highest attendance at 92 when the kids
went bowling (they were
supposed to go sledding, but

The impact
of Leo Adler

2

Last fall, students spent a Friday Academy session on Powder River below Mason Dam.
At one station, they painted with watercolors using the river water.
there wasn't any snow).
One of the first meetings
in the fall included a trip to
Powder River below Mason
Dam. Students were divided
into multi-age groups and
rotated through stations.
"Sixth graders were leading kindergartners," Angela
said. "They all helped each
other through it."
Scheduling other Friday
programs can present a bit
of a problem. Several Friday
Experiences were moved
to an afternoon timeframe
so as not to conflict with
Friday Academy. Angela said
the program also lost a few
students this winter to the Ski
for the Health of It program
at Anthony Lakes.
Angela will also facilitate
Summer Academy, which has
a target participation of 200
students. Those who have attended Friday Academy will
be expressly invited to Summer Academy, which aims to
help students make academic
gains to combat "summer
slide" and expose students
to enrichment activities and
trips, provided in collaboration with community partners.
"We're really going to
emphasize the academics,"
Angela said. "It'll still be

Volunteers read with first graders during Friday Academy.
fun, but not summer camp."
Summer Academy will
start the last week in June
and continue through the first
week of August. Sessions are
held Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday each week.
"Friday Academy and
Summer Academy are two

programs that we have
implemented that assist
students in remaining at
benchmark," Mark said. "By
doing so, a classroom teacher
has a greater portion of their
students ready to learn the
material at hand — thus, all
students benefit."

5

018 marks the 24th year
that Leo Adler will help
Baker County high school
students fund their secondary
education.
Students who attend Baker
County schools and North Powder Charter School are eligible to
apply for an Adler scholarship.
Each year, the guidance department at Baker High School promotes all the local scholarship
opportunities, including Adler.
"In addition, the Adler selection committee visits the senior
government and economics
classes in an effort to educate
students on both Adler and the
scholarship associated with his
name," said Silas Turner, BHS
counselor.
The scholarship program
started in 1995. Since then, a
total of 8,445 scholarships have
been awarded, benefiting approximately 3,378 people for a
total of $19,999,273. Students
are eligible to apply for up to 15
terms or 10 semesters of secondary education.
The other half of Adler's
legacy is the Community Foundation, which awards grants
to charitable organizations in
Baker County and North Powder. Since 2003, the Foundation
has awarded $299,950 to Baker
School District 5J for various
projects and programs.
"Leo Adler has left an incredible legacy for our students!"
said Superintendent Mark Witty.
"The Leo Adler scholarship creates wonderful opportunities for
our students to develop marketable skills post high school in a
manner that does not leave them
with a massive debt. Leo Adler
continues to positively impact
our students and community
through this incredible gift."
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For the Love of Cooking

Spotlights
Happenings from
around the district

Simple
Machines
Kati Stuchlik tried her hand at making French macarons during a cooking class offered at Baker
Technical Institute's Culinary Arts department. Guest chefs lead six different classes in January
and February. To stay updated on BTI's community classes, follow the Facebook page or visit
bakerti.org.

Pen Pals

Katy Collier's second grade class at Haines Elementary and Kathy Mitchell's second grade class
at Brooklyn Primary began writing letters back and forth in September. In January, the classes
gathered at Sam-O Swim to meet each other. "This helps with our writing and we get to meet
our neighboring school," Mitchell said. Collier said they hope to get the classes together again
at the end of the school year.

From Jandy Eskew, instructional coach at South Baker:
I would like to give a shout out to Burke Smejkal, Dave
Frazey and our 4th grade crew for putting together an
awesome field study for our 4th grade students on simple
machines. The center rotations were extremely organized
and well planned. The BTI staff and students were awesome. I hope we can make this an annual study for our 4th
grade expedition. It was so fun for our students to see how
simple machines are used in complex ways with robotics,
3-D printing, bicycles, and wood working. Thanks to all
involved and especially Mr. Smejkal and Mr. Frazey for the
extra work in making this possible.
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Facilities committee presents two options

T

he Long-Range Facilities Planning Committee, consisting of 24 community members, began meeting
in early 2017. They followed
a process to identify needs of
district facilities, and proposed
fixes for those needs. Dollar
amounts were then put to those
solutions.
The committee prioritized
needs and problem areas, taking into consideration reports
and comments from teachers
and staff. The top eight identified priorities were:
• Capacity (Brooklyn is over
by more than 100 students;
South is over by 60 students;
BMS is over by 75 with larger
classes coming; BHS is under
capacity by 400 students)
• Safety and security
• 21st century learning envi-

ronment (includes vocational
training, digital literacy, personalized learning, birth-to-5
programs, hands-on learning
with real-world applications)
• Operational costs and
energy efficiency
• Deferred maintenance and
repair costs (includes comparison cost of repairs versus new
construction)
• Community facilities (basketball tournaments, Shrine
game, community events/fundraisers)
• Technology
• Limiting transitions for
children and families

T

he committee toured
regional facilities to see
renovations, upgrades and new
construction in other districts.
These visits helped inform

discussions about how to remedy identified problems within
the 5J District's facilities. The
committee worked with an
architectural team to develop
renderings that would alleviate
these problems.
The year of meetings and
research culminated in a recommendation of two options
presented at the school board
meeting on February 15.
Included in that presentation
were estimated costs for the
options (see boxes below for
details), as well as potential
funding options, including:
• Oregon Department of
Education OSCIM grant up to
$4 million matching
• Seismic grant application
• Energy Trust of Oregon
incentives
• OTEC and Bonneville

Power Administration electriconly incentives
Typically, capital projects
in school districts are funded,
at least in part, by a bond
passed by the community. A
20-year bond of $50 million
would cost a property owner
$2.70 per $1,000 of assessed
value. For example, an owner
of property worth $100,000
would pay $270 per year.
A 30-year bond for $50 million would come to $2.05 per
$1,000 or $205 per year for a
$100,000 property.

What's next?

The next steps involve gathering input from the community in the coming months.
Check www.bsdfacilities.org
for updates or call 541-5242260.

Two proposed options for board and community discussion:
Option 1: Rejuvenate existing Central High School and new construction on current Middle School campus
Option 2: New construction on district-owned property north of Sports Complex
Cost estimate of both options includes work at Brooklyn, BHS, Haines, Keating and BHS football stadium

Option 1:

Option 2:

Rejuvenate Central High School plus new
construction on current middle school campus

New Construction north of
Sports Complex

• This plan includes removing the current middle school and
building a new school on the property to house primary grades.
Intermediate grades would be in the Central Building
• 17 instructional spaces were identified
• Need to address safety and security systems
• Scope of work at Central would include:
• Retain existing floor plan
• Address ADA, structural, HVAC, and technology concerns
• Upgrade auditorium
• Mitigate hazardous materials
• Enhance downtown core of the community

• State of the art safety and security systems
• Addresses 21st century collaborative learning spaces
• Accommodates grades 1-6 with separate wings for
primary and intermediate
• ADA access
• Easy transition/access to 7-8 / 9–12 campus
• Designated cafeteria
• Multi-purpose spaces for media, library and hands-on
learning
• Competitive gymnasium and practice spaces
• On-site parking with dedicated drop-off/pick up zones

Cost details for option 1:
Cost details for option 2:
Early Learning Center:
Keating & Haines:
7-8/9-12 Instructional Center:
Athletic Stadium:
Central Rejuvenation:
Central Rejuvenation Contingency:
New Construction of Primary Building:
Total: $65,124,107

$4,000,000
$1,000,000
$10,000,000
$4,000,000
$12,740,000
$4,000,000
$29,384,107

Early Learning Center:
Keating & Haines:
7-8/9-12 Instructional Center:
Athletic Stadium:
New Construction of grades 1-6 building:

Total: $56,000,000

$4,000,000
$1,000,000
$10,000,000
$4,000,000
$37,000,000

7

What about
Brooklyn and the
current middle school?
**Cost of these proposals are
included in the total cost of
options at left

Repurpose Brooklyn Primary
for Early Learning Emphasis
Cost: $4,000,000
• Full service facility for young
children and families (through
kindergarten)
• Early learning programs set
the stage for long-term educational benefits
• State of the art security and
safety systems
• Enrichment Center in collaboration with community partners
• On-site family services, including health and dental screening, mental health support,
nutritional support, literacy and
numeracy activities, etc.

Dedicated learning space
for 7th/8th grade students
at Baker High School
Cost: $10,000,000
• Current high school enrollment is approximately 430 students in 2017, and the building
can accommodate 830 students
based upon available square
footage
• 7th/8th grade students gain
access to advanced educational
opportunities and vocational/
technical programs
• Design will address safety and
security concerns as well as necessary facility improvements
• Targeting upgrades/additions
to existing PE gym and locker
rooms

In both options at left, the
current middle school building
would be removed. South Baker
Intermediate School would be
repurposed.
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Baker
International
Cultural
Exchange
For four years, Baker International Cultural Exchange has
sought to bridge the languages
and cultures of the United
States of America and the
Peoples Republic of China.
In the more recent years,
with the help of Superintendent Mark Witty, Dr. Thomas
Joseph and Mr. David Laws
have amplified relations with
the district's first sister school
and developed strong ties with
a second sister school in Xi'an,
Shaanxi Province, China.
Now with more than five exchange programs, the Baker International Cultural Exchange
is committed to establishing
excellent pathways toward
greater understanding between
our two great countries.

— David Laws

Bulldog Pride
Baker School District 5J
2090 Fourth St.
Baker City, OR 97814
541-524-2260
www.baker5j.org
Baker School District Staff: Editor
Lisa Jacoby: Writer,
photographer, designer
School board:
Kevin Cassidy, Andrew Bryan,
Chris Hawkins, Katie Lamb
It is the policy of the Baker Board of Education and
School District that there will be no discrimination or
harassment on the grounds of race, color, sex, marital
status, sexual orientation, religion, national origin, age
or disability in any educational programs, activities or
employment. Persons having questions about equal
opportunity and nondiscrimination should contact
the Superintendent at the Baker School District Office
at 2090 4th Street, Baker City, OR. 97814 , Phone
(541) 524-2261. All Career and Technical Education
(CTE) programs in this school district are open to all
students. The District will take steps to assure that the
lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to
admission and participation in CTE programs. ∙Section
504 Compliance Officer, Special Education Director,
2090 4th Street, Baker City, OR. (541) 524-2285. ∙Title
II Coordinator, Director of Curriculum, 2090 4th Street,
(541) 524-2276. ∙Title IX Coordinator, Special Education
Director, 2090 4th Street, Baker City, OR 97814 (541)
524-2285

Chinese students visit Baker City
S

upplies in hand, students divide into groups
and start on their task: build
the tallest tower they can
using only 36 paper cups and
25 popsicle sticks.
The flurry of activity is
quite opposite of their first
10 minutes together when,
phones in hand to help translate their words into English,
the 14 Chinese students wrote
about Spring Festival.
"They're writing about the
Spring Festival as if they're
explaining it to an American
students," says David Laws.
When writing time is up,
each student shares his or her
story. Their effort at practicing writing and reading
English is met with applause
from their fellow students
and teachers.
The Chinese students,
along with two teachers, arrived in Baker City on Feb.
4 for a three-week stay. Back
home, they attend Shangxue
Chuanqi Private School.
They were on a school break,
which included the Spring
Festival — a celebration
similar to Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New Year's all
wrapped into one holiday.
While in Baker City, three
students attended classes at
South Baker Intermediate and
the rest went to Baker Middle
School. After school, they
convened at Baker High for
an hour with Dave Laws and
Dr. Thomas Joseph, two BHS
teachers who have worked to
establish an exchange program with schools in China's
Zhejiang Province.
At first, students worked
on improving their English
skills during the after school
meetings.
"We started more bookish,"
Dave said.
Teachers quickly recognized the need to shift focus,
introducing hands-on proj-

William, Annie and Mandie work together to build the tallest tower using only popsicle
sticks and paper cups in an activity organized by Dr. Thomas Joseph, pictured, and David
Laws — both English teachers at Baker High School.
ects.
"It's a long day. We mix it
up with some fun," Thomas
said.
The popsicle tower project
took a good chunk of time as
the students worked out the
best way to build their structure. This experience, said
their teacher Jane ..., differs
greatly from their school day
in China.
"They don't have activities in class," she said. "They
listen and take notes. So this
is exciting."
In addition to experiencing
American classes, the Chinese visitors were treated to
trips to Boise and a Steelheads hockey game, a visit to
Eastern Oregon University,
and a snowshoeing excursion
at Anthony Lakes.
The students returned to
China on Feb. 24. During
spring break, 18 BHS students, staff and community
members will visit China as
part of the "partner school"
exchange program.

James and Vita try to make their tower taller than the others by putting their popsicle sticks vertical rather than just
horizontal.

