Massena Central School Board of Education Update
November 10, 2017
Happy Veterans’ Day
I want to thank all of our veterans for the extraordinary duty and sacrifices they have made for
our country. Please take time to honor a veteran today.

The Board of Education Meeting scheduled for Thursday, November 16, 2017 will begin at
6:30 pm in Room 314 of Massena High School. It is anticipated that the Board will go into
executive session at 6:30 pm to discuss such topics as personnel on the agenda prior to the
regular meeting.
School Climate Committee – Update
One of our on-going District goals this year is to “Create and implement strategies to create a
positive school environment and reduce instances of bullying.” As part of this effort, we
committed to the following objectives:
“Work with Tribal Council to implement the Title VI program including the engagement
of a liaison and enhancement of cultural sensitivity training.
a. The School Climate Committee will develop plans for promoting more cultural
awareness and sensitivity within the District community. This will include such areas as
curriculum, instruction, school events, and programs.
b. A committee will be formed to explore concerns around the school mascot.”
At the Board meeting on Thursday some members of the School Climate Committee, Sarah
Boyce, Sierra Thomas, and Keri Zaza, will update the BOE on these efforts. This will include
enhancing Native American Day and recommendations on the school mascot issue.
Staff Development Day—November 9, 2017
On Thursday, November 9th, the District participated in the BOCES regional staff development
day. There were many exceptional training offerings around the region and in the District for all
of our teachers and staff.

The highlight of the day was at Massena where we hosted 16 schools and approximately 500
educators for a staff development conference focused specifically on special education. The
program, dubbed the Special Education Spectacular, was the brainchild of Massena HS Teacher
Martha Duchscherer. It included workshops on a number of special education topics such as
trauma informed instruction, mental health, behavioral issues, IEP development, instructional
technology, and related services. The keynote speaker was Dr. James Levine who spoke of
Trauma Informed Instruction. Dr. Levine has been invested in mental health and trauma-related
issues in children and families since 1979. He is the founding director of an interdisciplinary
company that consults to 40 school districts and public agencies, provides an array of outpatient
testing and therapy services, and offers training and supervision in various settings including
schools, state agencies and the legal system.
The conference was a combined effort between Massena Central School and the St. LawrenceLewis BOCES. Special thanks to the following people for organizing and/or supporting the
event: Susan lambert, Michelle Zagrobelny, Jennifer French, Sarah Boyce, Stephanie Allen,
Amy LePage Betsy Kelly, Roxanne Howard, Steven Booth, Rachel Barr, Anne Marie Miller,
Carrie Tyo, Bill Todd, Terry Field, Caralee Kardash, Christine Sweet, Kyle Ditullio, Kim Travis,
Anna Hendershot, Mike Allen and the I.T. Department, the Custodial Department, members of
the Web and Link Crew, Teachers Learning Center, and all of our District and BOCES Support
Staff.
Attached to the BOE agenda is a workshop listing for the Special Education Spectacular along
with a list of other offerings around the region that our staff attended on 11/9. The District, led
by Food Service Director Peter Bertrand also hosted a food service conference for regional
schools. Special thanks to Director of Curriculum Stephanie Allen and the Professional
Development Committee for their excellent work in organizing the schedule so that everyone
had an opportunity to work on skill development.
Strategic Planning 2017-2020
Recently, Sean Brady from Prism Decision Systems was back in the district for four days
working to develop objectives and action strategies for implementing our strategic plan at the
District and building levels. He met with our District team on 10/24 followed by the junior high,
high school, and combined elementary teams on subsequent days. Key areas of discussion are
student attendance, achievement scores, graduation rates, and the Community Schools model. I
have attached the update strategic plans for the District and buildings to the BOE agenda. At the
Board meeting on Thursday, I will provide an update on our progress in this area.
Facilities and Grade Organization Study – Update
The Facility and Grade Organization Study Advisory Committee held its second meeting on 11/1
at Jefferson Elementary School. Following a building tour, led by Principal Duane Richards, the
group then focused the discussion on the instructional program at Massena Central School. The
key takeaways from the meeting were as follows:
•

The grade configuration (K-6, 7-8, 9-12) is a somewhat common arrangement.

•
•
•
•

The most common grade configuration of schools in New York and the U.S. is K-5, 6-8,
9 -12 although there is no research that indicates that one grade pattern is necessarily
better for student learning than another.
The elementary instructional program is comparable across all three schools.
The Junior High School program is typical for a school district of this size. The High
School Program provides many alternatives for students including the International
Baccalaureate.
There are an extensive number of interscholastic athletic opportunities available to the
students in Massena

Attached to the BOE agenda are the notes and presentation from the 11/1 Advisory Committee
meeting. The next meeting will be held at Nightengale Elementary School on 12/18 at 6:30 pm.
A tour of the building will be held at 5:45 pm. The key focus of the meeting will be on district
facilities. We welcome and encourage members of the community to attend these important
meetings.
People Project Summit Report
The People Project held its inaugural meetings at SUNY Potsdam on October 31st-November 1st
with many national, state, and regional leaders in attendance. The project was spawned in
November, 2015 following the announcement that ALCOA may be closing. At that time, a rally
organized by the Massena Federation of Teachers and local trade unions caught the eye of
American Federation of Teachers President Randi Weingarten. Ms. Weingarten attended the
rally and subsequently worked with MFT President Erin Covell to initiate an effort to create new
opportunities to improve educational supports and economic opportunities in the region. The
project is a spin off from the successful McDowell County, West Virginia partnership with the
AFT.
At the meeting at SUNY Potsdam, the group of approximately 100 local officials, teachers,
superintendents, college representatives, not-for-profit agencies, and union leaders focused on
three main areas, community schools, preventing addiction, and developing business
opportunities such as outdoor recreation. They brainstormed ideas and set goals for creating
partnerships and making improvements. Particularly important for Massena Central was the
collaboration on Community Schools which is one of our key initiatives this year. Several of our
teachers and counselors attending the meeting and plan to be a continuing part of the project.
I have attached some information and articles about the People Project meeting to the BOE
agenda. I will discuss further at the meeting.
Donation - People Project Grant - Community Dinner
The Massena Art Club has received a $1,045 donation from the American Federation of
Teachers to hold a Community Dinner on 11/15. The MCHSoup Night, organized by Massena
HS Teacher Trish Murphy and the Art Club, will be a light supper to parents/guardians who are
attending Parent-Teacher conferences that evening. We appreciate the generous donation by the
AFT.

Other News
Martha Long Slack Dedication

Congratulations to Martha Slack, former Massena Central coach, teacher, and athletic director
who was celebrated on 11/4 by having the high school athletic facilities named in her honor.
Over 150 people attended the event which was organized by Pat Henrie, Charlie Boots, Pat
Bronchetti, Pat Serguson, Anthony Diagostino, and Scott Perrine. As I stated in my address at
the dedication, “Naming a facility after an individual is the highest honor that a school district
can bestow and I have to say that in my opinion there is no recipient more deserving of this
privilege than Martha Slack.” Congratulations Martha!!
Here is a Courier Observer article about the event.
Here is a link to a video of the dedication.
Clarkson Ignite Robotics Tournament
On December 1st and 2nd Clarkson will host over 600 middle and high school students its
annual FLL and FTC Robotics tournaments.
Many volunteers are needed to make the tournament a successful experience for our students.
Friday December 1st, judges are need to evaluate the construction of the robot, score the robot’s
performance and talk with the teams.

Saturday, December 2nd, from 8:00– noon a fleet of 30 volunteers is needed to judge the
research project/ performance and discuss Core Values with the teams. No technical expertise is
needed.
Contact Dr. Mary Margaret Small
mmsmall@clarkson.edu
Attendance Matters
As part of our Strategic Plan, we are focusing strongly on improving student attendance. We all
know that student achievement is strongly correlated with attending school but a study by Johns
Hopkins University resulted in a tool which actually calculates the impact of absenteeism on
graduation and math/ELA achievement. I have provided a link to the tool and study below. The
report also stated:
 In a nationally representative data set, chronic absence in kindergarten was associated
with lower academic performance in first grade. The impact is twice as great for students
from low-income families.
 A Baltimore study found a strong relationship between sixth-grade attendance and the
percentage of students graduating on time or within a year of their expected high school
graduation.
 Chronic absenteeism increases achievement gaps at the elementary, middle, and high
school levels.
 Because students reared in poverty benefit the most from being in school, one of the
most effective strategies for providing pathways out of poverty is to do what it takes to
get these students in school every day. This alone, even without improvements in the
American education system, will drive up achievement, high school graduation, and
college attainment rates.
Absences Add Up!
https://getschooled.com/dashboard/tool/343-attendance-counts
NYSCOSS State Legislative Committee
On November 5-6, I attended meetings of the NYSCOSS State Legislative Committee in Albany
to organize our advocacy efforts this year for public schools. We met with Jim Malatras,
formerly a top aide to Governor Cuomo and now President of the Rockefeller Institute of
Government, and Joe Conroy, who now works for the State Comptroller but was previously head
of the Education Unit of the Governor's Budget Division. Our key focus was threats to public
school funding and the 2018 legislative priorities for the Council.
The following information from NYSCOSS Deputy Director Bob Lowry was a major part of our
deliberations. Particularly troublesome are the threats from Washington in the form of proposed
health care and tax reform.

State Budget Outlook
On Tuesday, State Comptroller DiNapoli released a report warning that the state faces a "triple threat
of fiscal risks" from the combination of "projected budget gaps, weaker than expected personal
income tax collections and cuts to federal programs."
By law, the Governor’s Budget Division publishes quarterly updates on the state’s financial plan –
the plan for implementing each year’s budget. The first quarter update, released in early August,
projected a $4 billion structural deficit for 2018-19.
For perspective, a $4 billion deficit is equivalent to about 4 percent of projected expenditures. The
corresponding figure a year ago was 2.7 percent; and when Andrew Cuomo took office as Governor,
he faced the task of closing a structural deficit equivalent to more than 10 percent of projected
expenditures.
The Comptroller's report explains that there has been further weakening of state tax revenues since
the first quarter update was released that could lead to a deeper deficit. Through the state's second
fiscal quarter (July-September), personal income tax (PIT) receipts were $371 million below the
August update projections and $1.1 billion below projections when the current state budget was
enacted.
Read more here...
SALT and Schools
New York State had a narrow escape from potential catastrophe when Republican efforts in
Washington to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act failed once again in September. The
Cassidy-Graham proposal would have stripped billions of dollars in Medicaid funding from the state
budget and jeopardized health care coverage for an estimated 2.7 million New Yorkers, including
perhaps one million children.
A new threat has emerged in the form of federal tax reform. Last week the House of Representatives
passed an outline of federal budget for 2017-18 which envisioned ending deductibility of state and
local taxes, referred to as "SALT." Any reduction in SALT deductibility would be damaging for New
York State and ultimately for schools. House leadership now plans to release its actual tax reform
legislation this week.
The bill also caps the mortgage interest deduction for new mortgages, limiting its application to
interest on the first $500,000 of debt, down from the current $1 million.
In a victory for private school choice plans, the bill would also allow 529 college savings plans to be
used to use up to $10,000 in savings for P-12 education costs, including private school tuition.



Here is a Gannett News Service article on how the bill would affect New York.
Here is an Education Week article on how it would affect P-12 education.



Here is a Washington Post Q&A piece on the entire tax bill.

As I wrote earlier, New Yorkers need to worry about how the legislation could affect the entire state,
not just its direct effect on themselves or, in the case of lawmakers, their constituents alone.
For taxpayers in some upstate communities, the reduction in SALT deductibility could be offset by
other proposed changes and there may be no taxpayers with a mortgage in excess of $500,000. But
with state government heavily dependent on personal income tax payments from high income
taxpayers, the proposed federal changes could devastate the state’s ability to maintain funding for
public services, including School Aid.
Governor Andrew Cuomo called cutting SALT deductions, “a tax on your taxes” and reiterated that
New York already sends $48 million in taxes to Washington than it receives in spending, making it
the largest “donor state.”
Cuomo’s 2014 re-election opponent, Westchester County Executive Rob Astorino, tweeted, “Call it
as I see it: GOP House tax bill stinks 4 Westchester’s middle class. Kill it, give NY real tax relief 2
create jobs & grow economy!”
In a statement released two days ago, State Senate Majority Leader John Flanagan said,
After months of discussion and debate in Washington, I feel even more strongly today that any final
tax plan that strips away our ability to deduct state and local taxes is a bad deal for New York. This is
not a partisan issue – – it is an issue of fundamental fairness that will greatly affect the quality-of-life
for millions of middle-class taxpayers.
Long Island’s two Republican House members, Peter King and Lee Zeldin, have already said they
oppose the bill in its current form.
Upstate Republicans Claudia Tenney, Elise Stefanik and John Faso expressed concerns about the
SALT provisions while otherwise commenting positively without committing to vote for or against
the legislation. Staten Island’s Dan Donovan did the same.
Syracuse area Congressman John Katko characterized the bill as “a starting point,” said “no bill is
perfect,” and promised to “advocate in Congress to ensure that this measure is a net win for Central
New York.”
Western New York’s two representatives, Chris Collins and Tom Reed, issued statements expressing
support without reservation. In a later interview, Congressman Reed did indicate he was not 100

percent satisfied with the bill, citing proposed elimination of a historic preservation tax credit as one
concern.
All 20 of the state’s Democratic House members can be expected to oppose the bill.
Read more here...
A Win for School Finance Equity in Court
Last Friday, the Appellate Division delivered a win for small city school districts in a school finance
case by reversing a lower court ruling and sending the case back to State Supreme Court for trial.
The suit, Maisto v. New York was brought by parents and students in eight small city school districts
and alleged that the state was failing to assure the funding necessary to provide the opportunity for a
sound basic education as promised in its constitution.
The Appellate Division ruled that the trial court judge had
...erred in concluding-- without either reference to the CFE [Campaign for Fiscal Equity] II factors or
making specific findings of fact on this point -- that the level of funding provided by the defendant
[the state] was constitutionally adequate because it exceeded the amount proposed by Governor
Pataki in 2006 in accordance with the methodology that the Court of Appeals held met constitutional
standards...
The Appellate Division remitted the case back to State Supreme Court, directing that court to weigh
the "CFE II factors" on a district-by-district basis -- to assess the adequacy of inputs and outputs
(resources and student outcomes) and whether insufficiency of inputs has caused the inadequate
outputs.
The court concluded, "For any district where the court finds that inputs were insufficient, it must
determine — on a district-by-district basis — whether plaintiffs have established causation by
showing that increased funding can provide inputs that yield better student performance."
The trial court's ruling was horrendous, rendering the CFE decisions essentially meaningless. The
Appellate Division decision is important both legally, in reaffirming the opportunity to use principles
established in the CFE litigation, and politically, in confirming that the state cannot ignore those
principles in its school funding actions.
Read the ruling here. The state has not revealed whether it will appeal the decision to the state's
highest court, the Court of Appeals.
TRS Employer Contribution Rate to Rise
The board of the New York State Teachers Retirement System met last week and approved issuing
an estimate for the employer contribution rate to be paid against 2018-19 salaries. TRS now
estimates that the rate will rise from 9.80 percent to between 10.5 and 11 percent of payroll.

Here is the bulletin from TRS. It explains,
The System is lowering its rate of return assumption from 7.50% to 7.25% with this valuation.
Actuarial assumptions are revised in order to align them with experience and expectations. Lowering
the assumed rate of return implies a decrease in expected future investment returns and therefore an
increase in the required employer contribution. The ECR range provided above is with the new
assumption taken into account.
Although returns have generally been favorable over the last several years, the expectation is that
they will be more difficult to achieve going forward. While this ECR will represent an increase over
the prior year it follows three years of ECR decreases.

Council Survey Report Follow-Up
The most striking findings in the report on our seventh annual school finance survey revealed rising
concern over the needs of students. For example, the share of superintendents identifying improving
student mental health services as a funding priority rose by 17 points, from 35 percent to 52 percent
and surpassed increasing extra academic help as the leading priority. Forty-five percent said
"capacity to help students with non-academic needs, including health and mental health” is a
significant problem for their schools, more than any other item.
We plan to stress growing student needs in our budget advocacy in the year ahead.
Watervliet superintendent Lori Caplan and I discussed the Council’s survey report with Susan
Arbetter on public radio’s Capitol Pressroom.
Mental health problems among children and youth have been drawing attention from other sources.
For example, a Sunday New York Times Magazine article asked, “Why Are More American
Teenagers Than Ever Suffering From Severe Anxiety?” A September Atlantic Monthly article asked,
“Have Smartphones Destroyed a Generation?” The Atlantic article notes dramatic changes in many
indicators of teen behavior and emotional status around the time that smartphones were becoming
ubiquitous.
Last week the Mental Health Association of New York State released a report on legislation enacted
with its support to require health instruction include instruction about mental health for all students.
The State Education Department is now developing guidance for this requirement.

Albany Update
The following is information from Hinman Straub, counsel for the Board of Regents and
Comptroller DiNapoli:

Governor Signs Bill Restricting E-Cigarettes
On Monday, Gov. Cuomo signed a bill into law that adds electronic cigarettes to the state’s
Clean Indoor Air Act, prohibiting vaping anywhere that smoking cigarettes are already
prohibited. The ban goes into effect in 30 days.
Gov. Cuomo said:
“These products are marketed as a healthier alternative to cigarettes, but the reality is they also
carry long-term risks to the health of users and those around them. This measure closes another
dangerous loophole in the law, creating a stronger, healthier New York for all.”
DiNapoli Warns of 'Triple Threat' of Fiscal Risks
State tax collections totaled $36.1 billion through the first half of New York's 2017-18 fiscal
year, $386.6 million below the latest projections, largely because of lower than expected
personal income tax collections, according to a report by State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli.
Tax collections through the first six months declined 2.1 percent, or $767.9 million, from the
same period last year.
NYSSBA Call to Action on Federal Tax Plan
Yesterday, the U.S. House of Representatives released their long anticipated tax reform bill.
Coined the "Tax Cut and Jobs Plan," HR 1 includes a modified version of the plan to eliminate the
state and local tax (SALT) deduction. Under this proposal, the deduction for state and local sales
and income taxes would be eliminated, while the deductibility of property taxes would be
continued, but capped at $10,000 per year. This compromise would still negatively impact many
New Yorkers. Urge your congressional representative to oppose any change or reduction in the
SALT deduction.
However, the tax plan is far broader than just the SALT proposal. Also included in the bill is a
proposal to allow for up to $10,000 to be withdrawn annually from 529 education savings plans
for use towards elementary and secondary tuition and other expenses. This change would allow
individuals to set aside and then use significant amounts of money for private school tuition, while
receiving tax relief for the contribution and growth in the account. Contact your congressional
representatives and tell them that you oppose any proposal to create elementary and secondary
tuition savings accounts and other tax incentives to support nonpublic schools.
For additional information on the SALT deduction and NYSSBA's position on public support of
private schools through tax deductions, please see the links below:




The State and Local Tax (SALT) Deduction and Your District
State and Local Tax (SALT) Deduction Q & A
Memorandum of Opposition - Federal Support for Non-Public Schools

NYSSBA's Governmental Relations team will keep you up to date on these and other issues.

For more information, visit our Key Issues Page, and be sure to follow NYSSBA on Facebook and
Twitter.

Rural Schools Association Newsletter
Here is a link to the Rural Schools Association newsletter. It contains information about their
2018 legislative priorities which closely match those of NYSCOSS.

High School
News & Notes

The High School Art Club will be offering soup from 3-5pm on November 15. This is the same
night as Parent/Teacher Conferences and Senior Parent Information Night. A Silent Auction of
homemade ceramic bowls will be available as a fundraiser for the Art Club. This is a great way
for parents who are attending one or both of the information events on the 15 to get a light
dinner, while supporting the Art Club. Please join them.
Freshman Academy
The last two college visits for freshman were held this week. Students graced the campuses of St
Lawrence and Clarkson Universities. The college visits were brought back to the Freshman
Academy at the request of the freshman teachers. When Freshman Academy was first created in
2007, the college visits were one of the most successful events of the year. They presented the
idea of college to freshman and gave them a focus for the next 4 years. The wanted to provide
that same experience for our current students.

Special Ed Spectacular

High School Special Ed Teacher, Martha Duchscherer, lead a team of Special Ed Teachers in the
creation of the first Special Ed Summit in the North Country. Martha pitched the idea to Susan
Lambert, Director of Special Ed, last year after the Google Summit was held at Massena High
School. With the Google Summit being a successful undertaking that brought 350 educators
together to learn current practices in technology, Martha thought we could apply the same format
to current Special Ed practices and issues.
With a great amount of preparation from the planning team, The Special Ed Spectacular took
place during Staff Development Day on Thursday, November 9. Over 500 educators from 16
school districts arrived to attend presentations from 40 different educators, consultants and
agencies. Presentations included topics on childhood trauma, teaching strategies for Special Ed
students, Narcan training, poverty and trauma, behavior management and independent living,
just to mention of few.
Comments from attendees were positive. All commented on the stellar organization of the day
and ideas and strategies they could use in their classrooms. Above is pictured Micelle
Zagrobelny, Roxanne Howard, Martha, Christine Sweet and Bill Todd. Other people who were a
part of the planning were Kyle Ditullio, Steven Booth, and Susan Lambert, I hope I didn’t forget
anyone. We appreciate everyone’s hard work.
Upcoming Events
Nov 13 – Freshman Game Night 6-9pm High School
Nov 15 – Parent Teacher Conferences, Gym, 12-3 pm and 5-7 pm, half day for students
Nov 15 – MCHSoup Night, 3-5 pm, Cafeteria
Nov 15 – Senior Parent Information Night , Room 314, 5:30-7 pm
Nov 17 – AES presentation for sophomores, auditorium, 9:15-10:00 am
Nov 20 – Freshman Presentation, Chasing the Dragon, auditorium, 1-2 pm
Nov 21 – Native American Day, 7:30- 2:16, Massena High School
Nov 22- 24- Thanksgiving break, no school

Nov 29, 30, and Dec 5 – Diversity Events, Community Center, 8am-2pm.
Nov 30-Dec 3 – NYSSMA Conference All-State, Rochester, NY.

JW Leary Junior High
News & Notes

September 2017 Students of the Month
This month 2 students were selected as students of the month. These students were selected and
agreed upon by the entire JW Leary staff through a rigorous nomination and review
process. Students who are selected must demonstrate the following criteria:
Scholarship: Scholarship is demonstrated by a student's willingness to learn. Scholarship means
always doing the best work possible and being committed to putting in the time needed to
achieve to his/her potential.
Leadership: Leaders take the initiative to be involved in the school community as well as the
local community. They can be characterized also as a student who helps others in their daily
activities without motivation for reward.
Character: Character is doing one’s best to make the right choices. “Students with good
character demonstrate respect, responsibility, trustworthiness, fairness, caring, and citizenship in
their actions.”
The winners for October 2017 are:

Hailey Premo

Jaelyn LaRose

Adrian Murray

J.W. Leary Junior High students do research at cemetery
PUBLISHED: MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2017 AT 3:02 PM (from the Courier-Observer)
J.W. Leary Junior High seventh graders recently visited West Orvis Cemetery to do an
interdisciplinary research project. In social studies, students were collecting data from grave
markers to assess the life expectancy of early settlers to Massena. This data will be used to
analyze trends in life expectancy now and over two hundred years ago. In English, students
worked on completing a scavenger hunt. The mathematical element of the project was
incorporated into the data collection. Students were often presented with the challenge of
calculating birth dates based on age and date of death. In science, students were learning about

the scientific method, which has guided the methodology of the entire project. Art was
incorporated into the project with the use of “rubbings” to obtain grave marker information that
would otherwise be unreadable. Special thanks to Alan Oliver, Amy Theobald, Nancy Bogosian
and Mary Ellen Castleman (Town Historian) for helping to make this worthwhile project a
reality. Above, Alanna Lajoy gathers information from one of the burial sites.

Grade 8 Students to attend The Unknown Soldier at SUNY Potsdam
Grade 8 students will be going to SUNY Potsdam on November 17th to see the play The
Unknown Soldier which is set in World War One . Team 3 will be going at 9:30am and Team 4
will be going at 12:00pm. This trip was made possible for our students at no cost by a generous
donation from the JW Leary Student Council.

Parent Teacher Conferences are on November 15
Our Parent Teacher Conferences are coming soon. On November 15th, we will have Parent
Teacher Conferences from 12:00 to 3:00pm and again from 5:00-7:00pm. Parents are invited to
come to school and meet with their student(s) teachers to discuss progress through the first
quarter of the school year. Report cards will be distributed this evening and all teachers will be
available to meet with you in our Gymnasium. Please come and meet with us to discuss the
school year thus far. Parents who are unable to attend will receive their child’s report cards in
the mail after our Parent Teacher Conference day.
Parent-Teacher Conference Checklist
Before the conference
•
Ask your child how she feels about school.
•
Ask your child if there is anything that he wants you to talk about with his teacher.
•
Tell your child that you and their teachers are meeting to help them.
•
Make a list of topics that you want to talk about with the teachers.

•
•

Prepare a list of questions such as:
1. What are my child's strengths and weaknesses?
2. Does my child hand homework in on time?
3. Does my child participate in class?
4. Does my child seem happy at school?
5. What can I do at home to help?
During the conference
•
Be on time (or early) for the meeting.
•
End the meeting on time. Other parents will probably have a conference after yours.
•
Relax and be yourself.
•
Ask the most important questions first.
•
If your child receives special services make sure to meet with those teachers as well
•
Ask for explanations of anything you don't understand
•
Ask your child's teacher for ways that you can help your child at home.
•
Thank the teacher.
After the conference
•
Talk about the conference with your child.
•
Talk about the positive points, and be direct about problems.
•
Tell your child about any plans you and the teacher created.
•
Keep in touch with the teacher during the school year.

JW Leary Student Signs National Letter of Intent to Become a Golden Knight
Christian Harvey, a huge Clarkson hockey fan, signed a national letter of intent with the
Clarkson Golden Knights on November 8, 2017. With this letter, Christian has becomes an
official member of the Clarkson Golden Knights Hockey Team and will be with the team this
season and into the future. Christian is a remarkable young many who works extraordinarily
hard. We are so proud of him for his positivity, persistence and perseverance in all that he
does. This honor is evidence of a remarkable young man. Thank you to the Clarkson Golden
Knights and Team Impact for honoring Christian in this way.

Important Upcoming Dates
11/13

Math Data Meetings

11/14

JH Instrumental Winter Concert

11/15

11:00am Dismissal for Parent- Teacher Conferences

11/16

BOE Meeting, 6:30PM

11/17

Grade 8 to SUNY Potsdam (The Unknown Soldier)

11/22-24 Thanksgiving Recess
Jefferson Elementary
News & Notes
Paying Attention to Attendance

Jefferson Pre Kindergarten student, Brielle Allen, is the most recent winner of a weekly
attendance incentive. This past week was sponsored by Pizza Hut.
Jefferson is continuing to pay attention to attendance.
So far this month Nov 1 through 8th we are at 95.5% attendance. This is an increase of 1.4%
from last year
Sept 1 – Nov 8th Tiered numbers
2016-2017
2017-2018
Result
Perfect (missed 0 days)
202 (42.8%)
229 (47.3%)
Up 4.5%

Tier 1 Monitor (missed 3-4 days)
Down 2.5%
Tier 2 (missed 5-6 days)
Down 1.4%
Tier 3 ( missed 7 or more days)
Down 2.6%
Total Students

Month 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018
SEP

96.8

96.5

97.8

OCT

95.5

96.2

96.5

NOV

93.9

93.6

95.8

71 (15.1%)

61 (12.6%)

29 (6.2%)

23 (4.8%)

22 (4.7%)

10 (2.1%)

471

484

This graph shows the Tier data from last year compared to this year using Sept 1-Nov 8th
data for both years.

Jefferson Character Education Theme of the Month
October-Courage

Courage is:
...standing up for yourself and others.
...trying something new.

...working through something difficult.
...asking for help.
...doing the right thing and not just going along with the crowd.
...always trying your best.
...admitting when you have made a mistake or have done something wrong.
...telling the truth.
Character is who you are when nobody's looking. It is what you do and how you do it. Character
is what we want our Jefferson students to have everyday. Each month Jefferson teachers are
constantly looking for students in their classroom that show or demonstrate that they have
character. Each month highlights a different theme.
September
Friendship and Resolving Conflict
October
Courage
November
Respect and acceptance
December
Compassion
January
Perseverance
February
Honesty
March
Self-Discipline
April
Responsibility
May
Citizenship
June
Changes and Choices
Jefferson students begin each day by stating the Non-violence pledge following the Morning
Pledge of Allegiance.
Non-violence Pledge
I will never use violence to settle a dispute.
I will never bring a weapon to school.
I will use my influence with my friends to keep them from using
violence to settle disputes.
My individual choices and actions
will make a difference.
Together, by honoring this pledge, we can be big enough to walk away, stop the
violence, and grow up in safety.
Halloween Fun for Students and Staff

The weather cooperated and Jefferson students were able to participate in an outside “Parade of
Costumes” on October 31. Many thanks for all of the parent support on this day. It was fun for
all involved.
Madison Elementary
News & Notes
Attendance is Key to Success
At Madison we have been celebrating perfect attendance within each classroom. Last week Mrs.
Vallentgoed’s second grade class were in possession of the Owl Attendance Trophy as they had
the most perfect attendance days compared to the rest of the school. A grade level perfect
attendance competition is taking place for the month of November. The grade level with the
most perfect attendance days will be celebrating with a cotton candy party.

Mrs. Burke has been updating our attendance board every month to compare the percentage of
students present each month in each grade level and the entire student body. Below you will see
the comparison of the percentage of students present in school between September 2016 and
September 2017, as well as, October 2016 and October 2017. We must applaud parents, students
and teachers for the increase in each percentage. We know that students must be in school to
learn and only absent when they are too sick to attend school.

Madison Owl-Standing Character Award
At Madison Elementary School we promote and encourage Character Education. Our teachers
and staff lead by example; they demonstrate respect, consideration, and kindness to everyone on
a daily basis. We also celebrate success and project a positive can-do attitude. At Madison
Elementary, Character Education is real!
Every month our school focuses on a specific character trait. At the beginning of the month,
Mrs. Burke, our school counselor, makes an announcement telling the students about the
character trait and how they can demonstrate the month’s trait. During the month teachers and
staff share books, involve students in discussions and recognize students who are portraying the
particular character trait. Below you will see the character traits that we will be focusing on this
school year:

November

Respect

March

Self-discipline

December

Compassion

April

Responsibility

January

Perseverance

May

Citizenship

February

Honesty

June

Choices&Changes

At the end of every month the teachers in each grade level nominate a student from their
classroom who they feel best exhibits the character trait. The names are sent to the special area
teachers and staff to vote on the one student from each grade who they feel should receive the
Madison Owl-Standing Character Award for the month. The student and their parents are

recognized during lunch at the beginning of each month. We were quite excited to celebrate with
the students who received the Owl-Standing Character Award for courage!

Halloween Parade
Students and staff enjoyed seeing all of the different costumes during the Halloween parade. PreK students sang, Five Little Pumpkins, to their families.

Upcoming Events
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

11/22-24- No School- Thanksgiving Recess
11/28- Elementary Band/Orchestra Concert- 7:00 pm @ the High School
12/4-7- Madison Book Fair
12/6- Early Dismissal @ 11:30- Parent Teacher Conferences- 12:30-3:30, 5pm-7pm
12/7- Outstanding Owls Awards Assembly
12/7- Early Dismissal @11:30- Parent Teacher Conferences- 12:30-3:30

Nightengale Elementary
News & Notes
The Wild Robot
Mrs. Hannah Albon’s class made robots this week to go with the exciting novel, The Wild Robot
by Peter Brown. Pictured are Kellan Barry and Kaylene Hale.

Beyond the Bell Running Club
Our Beyond the Bell Program gets kids running, gives them a time to exercise with friends, and
allows our children to set and accomplish simple running goals. When children are having fun,
they will likely continue doing whatever they are doing. Mrs. Bronchetti and parent volunteers
have over sixty students signed up for the running club.

English as a Second Language
English as a Second Language (ESL), is an English language study program for nonnative
speakers. Most ESL programs have small classes so that students receive individual attention
from their teachers. Students study English and also participate in the cultural and social

activities of the school and community where they study. Here in the elementary schools we

have several students that participate in our ESL program.

Halloween Parade

Thanksgiving in the Pre-Kindergarten Room
Mrs. Crow and Mrs. Cootware have been busy preparing for Thanksgiving with their “Little
Turkeys.”

Next Week All-Elementary Band Rehearsal on 11/13 and 11/20
 11/20 Nightengale Neighbors
 11/22 Thanksgiving Recess
District Upcoming Events
11/14— JW Leary Instrumental Winter Concert—7:00 pm—HS Auditorium
11/15—JH & HS Early Release—12:00 pm—Report Card Day; MCSSoup Night—3:00 pm-5:30
pm—HS Cafeteria
11/16—BOE Meeting—6:30 pm—HS Room 314
11/21—Policy Committee Meeting—6:30 pm—CAB
11/22-24—Thanksgiving Recess—No School

