Rowland High School - International Baccalaureate
IB Info Guide to RHS’s IB Diploma Program 2017-2018
Most everything you need to know but might be afraid to ask - but please ask
IB Coordinator: Stephen Ludlam
Contact: email - sludlam@rowlandschools.org
Phone - (626) 965-3448 ext. 3243, Room A-13
Web - http://www.rowlandhs.org/Academics/International Baccalaureate
Sylvia Salone – IB Administrative Assistant (626) 965-3448 ext. 3222
Costs Two-year approximate cost to be an IB Diploma Candidate - $800-$900 (fees change yearly)
Registration Fee 2017-18 - $172 (one time only) paid in 11th grade
Subject/Test Fee 2017-18 - $119 per test @ $714 over two years (1 or 2 tests in 11th grade, 4 or 5 in 12th)
Additional fees if retaking a test or registering late
Fees paid in early November for registration and any tests to be taken that academic year
Fee waivers available for those eligible
RHS IB DIPLOMA PROGRAM – 11th and 12th Grades (9th and 10th grade honors courses provide a pathway to IB)
HIGHER LEVEL (HL) COURSE OFFERINGS (two-year courses, taken in both 11th and 12th grades)
English, History, Physics, Mathematics (Calculus BC required), Theater Arts, Visual Arts
STANDARD LEVEL (SL) COURSE OFFERINGS (courses, taken in either the 11th and/or 12th grade)
Spanish, French, Chinese (Mandarin), Korean, Psychology, Biology, Mathematics, Math Studies,
Theater Arts, Visual Arts
THE CORE (two-years)
Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
Extended Essay (EE)
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)
IB Program Model
IB has several points of emphasis that have a place in our
curriculum. Among these are:
•
International mindedness as a way of teaching a
form of empathy
•
Global awareness v. global mindedness
•
Ways of thinking, ways of knowing, and problem
solving

Rowland’s IB Courses and Sequence
Students are required to choose one subject from each of
the six academic areas, but they can choose the double
Group 3 or Group 4 option instead of a group 6 subject.
The Core

Group 1 – Studies in Language and Literature - English
IB English (11th)
IB English HL (12th)
Group 2 – Language Acquisition - World Languages
Spanish, French, Korean, Chinese (all SL)
(11th or 12th)
Group 3 – Individuals and Society - History
IB History HL – IB US and IB 20th Century World
(11th and 12th)
and/or
IB Psychology SL (11th or 12th)
Group 4 - Sciences
IB Biology SL (11th)
and/or
IB Physics HL (11th and 12th)
Group 5 - Mathematics
IB Math Studies SL (12th)
IB Mathematics SL (12th)
IB Mathematics HL (12th), requires Calculus BC
Group 6 - The Arts
IB Theater Arts SL/HL (11th and/or 12th)
IB Visual Arts SL/HL (11th and/or 12th)
The Core – Theory of Knowledge - TOK (11th and 12th)

The Core - The Core is what makes IB, IB! (11th and 12th grade)
Think of the Core (CAS, EE, TOK), as identity work for the student and that is should be an authentic extension of the
student rather than only a task to complete. The goal is for students to have a better understanding of their own interests. We
want students to be able to answer these questions related to the Core:
•
TOK - who am I and how do I construct knowledge?
•
EE – who am I and how do I become a researcher?
•
CAS – who am I and how do I give back to the community?
TOK (Theory of Knowledge)
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) is the capstone of the IB program. It challenges students to reflect critically and ask
questions about ways of knowing and areas of knowledge. The TOK class is composed almost entirely of questions. The
most central of these questions is 'How do I know a given assertion is true, or a given judgment is well justified?'
Assertions or judgments of this sort are termed 'knowledge claims', while the difficulties that arise in addressing these
questions are termed 'problems of knowledge'. In addition, the course challenges students to reflect and to consider the
role which knowledge plays in a global society. After completing ToK, students will have an appreciation of the quest
for knowledge, in particular its importance, its complexities, and its human implications. The requirements for Theory of
Knowledge include:
1. One 1600-word essay from a prescribed titles list centered on a knowledge issue.
2. An oral presentation of at least 10 minutes on a problem of knowledge.
EE (Extended Essay)
The extended essay (4000 words) is an in-depth study of a focused topic chosen from the list of approved Diploma
Program subjects. It is intended to promote high-level research and writing skills, intellectual discovery and creativity.
It provides students with an opportunity to engage in personal research in a topic of their own choice, under the
guidance of a supervisor (a teacher in the school). This leads to a major piece of formally presented, structured writing,
in which ideas and findings are communicated in a reasoned and coherent manner, appropriate to the subject chosen. In
the Diploma Program, the extended essay is the prime example of a piece of work where the student has the
opportunity to show knowledge, understanding, and enthusiasm about a topic of his or her choice.
CAS (Creativity, Activity, Service) - 7 Learning Outcomes
•
Creativity—exploring and extending ideas leading to an original or interpretive product or performance
•
Activity—physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle
•
Service—collaborative and reciprocal engagement with the community in response to an authentic need
For student development to occur, CAS should involve:
• Real, purposeful activities, with significant outcomes
• Personal challenges—tasks must extend the student and be achievable in scope
• Thoughtful consideration, such as planning, reviewing progress, reporting
• Reflection on outcomes and personal learning
TO EARN AN IB DIPLOMA
•
Student successfully completes all requirements for either:
4 HL courses and 2 SL courses OR 3 HL courses and 3 SL courses
•
11th Grade: only SL exams (a maximum of 2) can be taken.
•
12th Grade: all HL tests and any SL tests not taken during the 11th grade.
•
Successful completion of the EE, TOK, and CAS. - Up to 3 bonus points are awarded for quality of EE and TOK.
•
Each exam is worth 1 – 7 points. Total possible points: 45
•
Scores of 4 are considered passing and that should be the candidate’s goal in each of the six subject areas.
•
24 points earned in the six subject area exams are required for the IB Diploma.
•
Do not meet one of the nine failing conditions
•
30 or more points earn 30 units from UC schools
More than 80% of all RHS IB (2001-20017) students have earned diplomas
"It's simple -- do you want to miss an opportunity to become the best version of yourself or not? I'm not just talking about the
academics. Yes, I know IB gives you access to some of the most rigorous courses in our school and to some of the most rigorous
teachers. But it also gives you a two-year trial that comes to shape and define your way of thinking about the world. Sure, you
could think of it as utilitarian -- it looks good on college apps, so why not? Why not just AP? Because, unlike AP, unlike any
other program our school (and many other schools) have to offer, Rowland IB teaches you how to think effectively, a skill too
little people have today. People need to question, to challenge, to be curious, and to discover. If you don't want to end up as some
programmed robot after high school, if you actually want to be a thinking, critical human being, take IB.”
Samuel Deng (IB Class of 2015) Columbia University

