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DATES TO
REMEMBER
October 14
Late Start - 10:30 am
October 23
Trunk or Treat 6:30 pm
Picture Makeup Day
October 27
PTG Skate Night
October 28
Late Start - 10:30 am
November 2
PTG Meeting 6:00 pm
November 4
Late Start - 10:30 am
November 6
Student of the Month
Assembly 2:30 pm

FROM

Dear Orchard Center Parents and Families,
Wow! It is hard to believe that we are already finished with our first month of school. What a wonderful month it has been. I am incredibly proud of our students and staff. They have entered the
new school year with energy and enthusiasm. We have had a lot of changes around Orchard Center Elementary over the summer. Please help me in welcoming our six new staff members along
with Ms. Pam Craze, formerly one of our 3rd grade teachers, who is now our Library Media and
Technology Specialist. Our new staff includes Miss Corning, Mrs. Henriksen, Mrs. MacDonald,
Mrs. Schweda, Mrs. Stoyko, and Mr. Simmerer. Each one of them has brought many different
skills, talents, and new ideas to Orchard Center and we are thrilled to have them join our talented
staff!
We have implemented a school-wide Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) program at Orchard Center Elementary this year. We believe in supporting each and every OC Cougar and helping them to be the very best individual they can be. Integral components of this support includes our school motto: Our Children-Our Commitment—O.C. and our school-wide
PAWS Expectations:
Practice Safety
Act Responsibly
Work Hard
Show Respect

November 10
Veterans Day Assembly
10:00 am
November 11
Veteran’s Day
NO SCHOOL
November 17
Choral Concert
Grades 4 & 5
6:30 pm Cafeteria
November 18
Teacher/Parent Conf.
Early Dismissal 12:15
November 19 & 20
Teacher Parent Conf.
No School for Students
November 25
Early Release - 12:15
Thanksgiving Break

November 26 & 27
Thanksgiving Break
NO SCHOOL

THE PRINCIPAL

Every OC Cougar strives to follow our PAWS expectations in everything we do. As a staff, we
fully believe in the abilities and gifts within each and every learner which is evident not just in our
motto, but in how we engage with and support each child. We are here to partner with and engage
all of our OC families.
I sincerely look forward to an incredible year with all of you. I welcome you to call or come in and
see me any time. My door is open, and I welcome any and all collaboration to ensure the very best
for our children.
Thank you for sharing your children with us,
Sincerely,
Barb Knauss
Principal

Ally Parker
Kindergarten
Mrs. Schweda

Holly Gartz
Kindergarten

Adam Anselmo
1st Grade

Lucas Bjur
1st Grade

Mrs. Wolfe

Mrs. Cebriak

Mrs. Miller

Rowdy Van Hees
Kindergarten

Abby Fross
1st /2nd Grade

Ms. Claire

Mrs. Andres

Bus Rider of the Month

Orchard Center Elementary
Jenna Tomalo
Bus 17
Ms. Carmen Jensen

Student of the Month

Kaden Quenzer
2nd Grade
Mrs. Lamberson

“RESPECT”
September 2015
Alex Miller
5th Grade

Leila White
3rd Grade

Ms. Owens

Mrs. Corning

Clayson Osborne
5th Grade

Karissa Hill
3rd Grade

Mrs. Henriksen

Mrs. Stoyko

Thomas Rogers
4th / 5th Grade

Heroshi Carino
4th Grade

Jamie McMurtery
4th Grade

Kiara Allen
3rd Grade

Mrs. MacDonald

Mr. Maloney

Mrs. Kivett

Ms. Williams

CORN HUSKING TIME
The students of Mrs. Owens, Mrs. MacDonald, and Mrs. Henriksen had the opportunity to
husk corn as a learning activity through WSU’s Food Sense program. RaeAnn Ducar and her
student and volunteer helpers showed our students how to quickly husk the delicious ears of
sweet corn. Most ears were juicy and sweet, but the students noticed that some were dry.
Mrs. Ducar told the students that some ears are partly or even fully dry because of this year’s
unusually hot summer weather.
Abbee Glisson said, “Husking corn was a lot of fun. We got to participate in shucking corn
for our whole school!
Kicea Lopes felt that husking was very exciting. “My dad grows a lot of corn, but we
don’t get to husk at home because of all the earwigs.”
Ibrhim Daniel said, “Husking is really fun, and I got to do it for two years.”
The husked corn was prepared by our lunchroom staff, and all of OC’s students and staff enjoyed delicious corn-on-the-cob at lunchtime.
Thank you to Mrs. Ducar, Mrs. Liberty, and all of WSU’s Food Sense staff.

THE NED SHOW
On September 24th, Tim Shaffer brought his positive NED
message to our students, along with some amazing yo-yo
moves. NED stands for “Never Give Up, Encour-

age Others, and Do Your Best!”
Tim relayed his message through a fun story about Ned, his
silent partner. Ned was chased by aliens, flew to Paris,
France, and then was brought to Orchard Center when the
aliens decided to help him! For each event in Tim’s story, he
would perform an amazing yo-yo stunt. Highlights included a
yo-yo string Eiffel Tower and a yo-yo roller coaster!
Tim had all of our students think of one school subject and
one skill outside of school in which they would like to become
champions. Tim stressed the importance of hard work and
never giving up, even when we make mistakes. Tim says that
mistakes are o.k., we all make them, but we should learn from
our mistakes. We should also always encourage others and do
our best to make others feel good about themselves.
Tim walked into the audience and had Ava Alderman, Bruce Watson , and Pedro Villa share some of their personal goals with the other students. Overall, the students enjoyed the show and were influenced positively by Tim’s
message.

KINDY NEWS
Kindergarten has been delving into the study of Wood and Paper. As scientists, we ask
questions and explore through experimentation to find answers. It is hard work, but we
are up for it!!

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS NEEDED!
Do you have an Associates Degree? Would you consider substitute teaching for the West Valley School District? We are
experiencing a shortage of substitute teachers to cover classrooms when our teachers are absent. If you have
a two year college degree in any major and would like to be a substitute teacher, please apply by visiting the
District Office at 2805 N. Argonne Road. You will be required to take a 7.5 hour class that will help you with
classroom management skills. For more information, please visit our website at wvsd.org or call (509) 9242150.

HOW TO MAKE ONLINE LUNCH PAYMENTS!
Would you like to know how to make Online Payments for your student’s school meals? Go to wvsd.org
website, click on Nutrition, click on Make a Payment, enter your Skyward Family Access Username and
Password. Select the student, click on Items at Students School, click on Nutrition (Food) Service, enter
the amount, click Buy, click Checkout when finished. Enter Payment information, and click Pay Now. If
you do not know your username and password, please contact the OC school secretary at 922-5473. If
you are having trouble paying online even though you know your username and password, please contact Kelsey Blair at
(509) 232-6092 and she will assist you! Thank you for being diligent about keeping your child’s lunch account up to date!

PRESCHOOL CHILD FIND SCREENING
WVSD is sponsoring a free developmental screening on Wednesday, October 14, for children living in West Valley School
District who are three to four years old. Screening will provide information to parents about their child’s current level of
development. If you are interested in scheduling an appointment, please call Millwood Early Childhood Education Center
at (509) 922-5478.

SPOKANE CHIEFS SCHOOL NIGHT
The Spokane Chiefs will be playing the Kamloops Blazers on Saturday, October 17th at 7:00 pm. It’s School Night so tickets are
available for $7.00 each for Kids K-12, faculty, friends and family. Tickets must be purchased by Tuesday, October 13th. To purchase your tickets please call Bri Joseph with the Spokane Chiefs Hockey Club at (509) 328-0450, Ext. 318 or email at
bjoseph@spokanechiefs.com. Come join your school, friends and family for a fun night with the Spokane Chiefs!

SALTESE FLATS FIELD TRIP
The 5th graders along with Mrs. MacDonald’s 4th graders had
the opportunity to attend a field trip to Saltese Flats Wetland.
They hiked to the lake where they saw geese, ducks, and turtles.
Along their hike they found animal scat, large animal bones,
and a lot of invasive plants. The kids drew pictures of their
observations. Once at the water the kids learned how to determine the water quality by identifying the animal life they found
in the water. This trip was timed perfectly as the students are
working with terrariums in which they planted eight different
plant species. They are making observations about the growth of the plants and are seeing that a closed system does not
need additional watering as water is being produced through a natural cycle. The kids will return to Saltese Flats Wetland in
the Spring to discover even more that the area has to offer.

MEET OUR NEW TEACHERS!
Ralph Simmerer is our new Math Intervention Specialist. Mr. Simmerer comes to OC from Centennial Middle
School, where he taught Math and English. Mr. Simmerer will also serve as Principal Designee when Mrs. Knauss
is out of the building. Mr. Simmerer says, “It’s been great moving from middle school to elementary; I’m working
with a lot of students who have older brothers or sisters who were in my classroom at Centennial.”
Julie MacDonald is our new 4/5 Combo teacher. She comes from Lakeside Elementary School in
Plummer, ID where she has been teaching for the past 6 years. She loves teaching and is excited for this school
year as she gets to know and work with her new students.
Amanda Corning is a new third grade teacher - “My fiancé and I just built and moved into our
new home in Post Falls, moving from Coeur d’ Alene. There, I spent three years teaching 3rd grade
at Hayden Meadows Elementary. I am so blessed to have taken my career on a new journey and join
the incredible OC family. My experience here has already changed my life in so many ways. I am fortunate to
be able to work with such an amazing staff and outstanding group of students. Everyone is so welcoming and
the environment overall is extremely uplifting!”
Julie Henriksen is our new fifth grade teacher replacing Travis Howell who is now a Principal at Leonard M.
Jennings Elementary School in Colfax. She writes “It was with great pleasure and much excitement that I
began teaching full time at Orchard Center Elementary this fall! I have had the wonderful privilege of working at OC over the last two years as a substitute teacher, so I am very familiar with the amazing faculty, staff,
administration and students here and feel extremely thankful to now be a part of this outstanding team of
educators. I have over twenty years of teaching experience, mostly in the 4th grade, so I am thrilled for this
school year and to be teaching such an amazing class of 5th graders.
Tricia Cebriak is now teaching first grade replacing Carol Trask who retired in June. Tricia was with us at
OC last year as a 3rd/4th combo teacher. She is very excited and happy to be teaching first graders!
Brittany Stoyko is a new third grade teacher. She is from British Columbia, Canada where she
taught 1st and 2nd grade for five years. She has a passion for teaching reading and math and
loves working with young learners in an inquiry-based learning environment. When she’s not in
the classroom you can find her on a golf course or ice skating! She is very excited to be teaching third grade
at Orchard Center!

“WHY I LIKE SCHOOL!” KID QUOTES
“I like everything about school. I like my teacher and my friends. I love, love, love learning. I love math because you can do
multiplying, dividing, subtraction and all that stuff.” – Camron Soto (Mrs. Stoyko’s 3rd grade class)
“I like playing with the blocks. I like playing with everybody in my class.” – Hunter Thomas (Miss Claire’s Kindergarten class)
“I like to tell everybody about what we did on the weekend. This weekend I went to a party. They didn’t have apples, but they
had watermelon. So I ate that.” – Kaleb Hagen (Miss Claire’s Kindergarten class)
“I like that we are allowed to work in partners. I like that there are new things, new stuff like strings class. I’m in Fourth
Grade, so I can be a Cougar Helper after Spring Break.” – Ericka Shores (Mrs. MacDonald’s Grades 4 & 5 Combo class)
“I like P.E. We get to play games. I really like the scooters.” - Ethan Willis (Ms. Owens’ Grade 5 class)
“I like Math and Science. I like doing observations of stuff like beans in a bag. They can sprout and they germinate.” –
Rochelle Rogers-Svoboda (Ms. Owens’ Grade 5 class)
“I like having two teachers. It gets you ready for middle school.” –Tony Lachenmaier (Mrs. Kivett’s Grade 4 class)
“I like my teacher, Mrs. Kivett. She’s super nice.” – Bruce Watson (Mrs. Kivett’s Grade 4 class)
“I like that all the teachers are nice at Orchard Center.” – Harmony Stensgar (Mrs. Kivett’s Grade 4 class)

PTG NEWS!
The school year is off to a great start and we have already had our biggest fundraiser of the year! Fit into Fund
(formerly the Wiggle-a-thon) emphasizes the importance of physical activity, while raising money for the school
to use for playground equipment, a new sound system, special guests and events like the Harvest Festival and
Cookie, Cocoa and Crafts night. Thank you so much for your support!
Events that are on the horizon are: the Harvest Festival, skate night, and Cookies, Cocoa and Crafts.
This year our Harvest Festival will include a Trunk or Treat followed by a movie. We are in need of candy donations and cars that are decorated for the students to Trunk or Treat. If you are interested in helping out, please
contact the office or email ocptg@hotmail.com. We need to know how many cars we will have by Oct. 20th.
This exciting and fun event will be on October 23rd, Trunk or Treat will start at 6:30 and the movie will start at 7.
Come in costume and join the FUN!
Our first skate night will be on October 27th. Be sure to wear your Halloween costume!
Our next PTG meeting is going to be on Monday Nov. 2nd at 6pm. Following this meeting will be a Cookies,
Cocoa and Crafts (CCC) meeting at 7pm. At the CCC meeting we will discuss new crafts and ask that you come
with your fabulous ideas and examples of crafts that we can make at this fun event! CCC is going to be coming
up in December. Thank you for all your support!

FIT INTO FUND WAS SO MUCH FUN!
On Thursday, October 7th, our entire school participated in the Fit Into Fund (FIF) “Wiggle-a-Thon. The “FIF” is
our annual fundraiser, made possible in large part by our dedicated Parent-Teacher Group. Orchard Center students took part in a wide variety of physical activities including football drills, spirit cheers, jump-roping, hula
hooping, soccer drills, basketball skills, and parachute activities. We would like to thank our PTG volunteers as
well as the West Valley High School cheer squad, the WVHS Football Team, Centennial Middle School students
and City School students for their hard work and infectious enthusiasm that made our Fit into Fund day a success.

