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Charles Grissom, a student at Mitchell County High School, was selected by
Valdosta State University to become the first Valdosta Sullivan Scholastic Student,
based on his desire to become a teacher, and his excellent academic record in the first
two years of high school. On October 17, 2017, a recognition program for Charles
and his family was held at the Mitchell County Board of Education meeting. MCHS Guidance Counselor
Lori Brinkley welcome everyone. John Crawford from Valdosta
State University gave an overview about the scholarship and
Paul Goodrich presented the scholarship to Charles.
By
becoming a Valdosta Sullivan Scholastic student, Charles will
receive a Debt-Free college experience at Valdosta State
University to pursue his teaching degree. This “full ride”
scholarship was made possible by Mrs. Ruby Sullivan, a longtime resident of Mitchell County.
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Mrs. Ruby Sullivan passed away in August 2017 at the age of 103. She was an educator for 67 years and
was given the opportunity to attend College in 1932 because of a generous loan from Mr. Brooks, the
president of the Camilla Bank. The Valdosta Sullivan Scholars Program is a unique, Debt Free scholarship
opportunity created by Mrs. Ruby Sullivan in memory of her son John. Ruby wanted to make sure other
students from poor rural counties could attend college, become excellent teachers, and give back to their
community. High school students with a desire to become a teacher must be nominated by their principal
and guidance counselor to become a Valdosta Sullivan Scholastic Student. If selected, these high school
students will be expected to maintain a high grade point average, tutor middle school students, and
graduate from high school. Upon graduation and acceptance to Valdosta State University, the Valdosta
Sullivan Scholastics will receive a Debt Free College experience at Valdosta State University as they
pursue their teaching degree. Once the Valdosta Sullivan Scholars graduate from VSU with a degree in
teaching, if they choose to take a first-year teaching job in a high poverty school, they will receive a
$2,500/year stipend for 2 years. For more information on the Valdosta Sullivan Scholars Program contact
Dr. Karla Hull at SullivanScholars@valdosta.edu at any time if you, or your parents/guardians have any
questions. Charles said, “I never thought I would actually get a full scholarship and getting this my junior
year was totally unexpected. My teachers have always stressed starting your high school years strong, and
I am a prime example of what can
happen when you apply yourself in
your classes. I am very grateful for
this opportunity, and I hope my
success can motivate those who
come after me.”
Left: Charles with his family
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MCPS Kindergarten: Our Wall of Fame
The students in Dr. Karen Davis' Kindergarten class are earning their moment of fame. When the students
master a skill, their names are written on the wall of fame. To accomplish these skills the students use a
variety of strategies such as peer tutoring, Reading Horizons, Footsteps2Brilliance, and manipulatives.
Some of the skills that they have
accomplished are identifying the
letters and sounds, counting to 50,
writing to 20, and identifying sight
words.
Students
pictured
are
Kevin
Anderson, Jakarri Franklin, Aaron
Jackson, Destinee Harriell, Makylah
Coleman, and Carmen Fabela.

MCSS Winter Break
December 18, 2017 to
January 2, 2018
School resumes:
January 3, 2018
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Mitchell County Schools Receives
Golden Radish Award
for Farm to School Accomplishments
ATLANTA, October 30, 2017- Georgia’s Departments of Agriculture,
Education and Public Health, University of Georgia Cooperative Extension
and Georgia Organics came together at the historic Georgia Railroad
Freight Depot to celebrate over 40 percent of Georgia school districts with
outstanding farm to school programs. Seventy-five school districts, serving more than one million students
in Georgia, are now participating in farm to school. These districts served more than 97 million school
meals with local food items during the 2016-17 school year. (Above left: Julie Tucker, Nichols Rushing, Virginia Clements, Brenda Frazier)
Mitchell County Schools was recognized at the Bronze level for their accomplishments during the 2016-17 school year, including:
 Locally grown food was featured on the school menu 174 days in over 300,000 school meals.
 The Student of the Month Award included a class field trip to the cafeteria to tour the kitchen and learn about School Nutrition.
 Community members celebrated PB&J Day with the district, including representatives from the Georgia Peanut Commission, the Georgia
Department of Agriculture, Southeast United Dairy Industry Association, and Georgia Farm Bureau. Peanut farmers read to students and
answered questions while FFA students discussed equipment used to grow peanuts.


The Golden Radish Award publicly recognizes school districts for all aspects of farm to school, from local food procurement to hosting taste
tests and gardening with students. This year, the Golden Radish partners awarded 26 new school districts and welcomed a new partner-UGA
Extension. “UGA Extension is so excited to promote healthy eating habits and incorporate Georgia’s great agricultural food products into our
school lunchrooms,” said Associate Dean for UGA Extension at the UGA College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences Laura Perry
Johnson. “This is a natural partnership that benefits us as well as the school kids who get to enjoy these tasty and nutritious products.”
Districts of all sizes are utilizing farm to school programs to teach academic standards in school gardens, support the local economy through
local food purchases for school meals, and fight childhood obesity and other preventable food-related diseases. “Access to fresh, locally grown
food is not just important for students’ physical health – it’s part of their academic development as well,” said State Superintendent Richard
Woods. “When children eat fresh, healthy meals, they have the fuel they need for a successful day of learning.” Georgia Commissioner of
Agriculture Gary W. Black notes that while farm to school efforts support academic achievement, they also help build a strong agricultural
economy. “Feed My School For a Week, Georgia Grown Test Kitchen and the Golden Radish Awards are all great ways for school nutrition to
support Georgia producers, and we are excited as to what current and future award winners will accomplish as we work toward our 2020 Vision
for School Nutrition in Georgia.”
Department of Public Health Commissioner J. Patrick O’Neal, M.D. champions healthy food access for children and supports farm to school
efforts. “The vitamins, minerals and health benefits from local fresh fruit and vegetables, not only allow our children to be physically healthy,
but research has shown that healthy eating is also key to brain development,” said Commissioner O’Neal. “Here in Georgia, we are leading the
nation in identifying ways to increase early brain development, and healthy nutrition is an enormous part of that.” Georgia Organics founded
the state’s first farm to school program in 2007. Since then, communities across the state have embraced the benefits of bringing students and
fresh, local food closer together. “It’s astounding that over 40 percent of our school districts are actively involved in The Golden Radish
Awards after only four years of establishing the program,” stated Georgia Organics Executive Director Alice
Rolls. “This is an exciting trajectory given the great impact farm to school has had on child nutrition, farmer
prosperity, rural development, local economies and public health.” The 2016-17 school year was a record
breaking year of farm to school growth in Georgia. The Golden Radish school districts collectively: Served
over 97 million meals that featured locally grown and raised foods, Conducted 8,204 taste tests, Taught 7,263
standards based lessons, Tended 885 school gardens, Engaged students in 3,794 hands on cooking activities,
and Involved parents and community members in 1,339 farm to school activities
The Eagle’s Nest is the official newspaper for the Mitchell County School System (MCSS).
All articles for publication in this newsletter should be electronically submitted to the school’s media specialist by the 15th of each month.
Visit us on-line at http://www.mitchell.k12.ga.us
Produced by: Ruth Lee, Eagle News Coordinator e-mail: Ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us
Special thanks to everyone who contributed and who helped proof this issue. It is the policy of the Mitchell County School System not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex,
religion, national origin, age, or disability in any employment practice, educational program, or any other program, activity or service.
Superintendent: Robert Adams
Schools:

MCSS Board Chair: Norma Gilpatrick

Mitchell County Primary-Donna Johnson, Principal
Mitchell County Middle-Rodney Conine, Principal

MCSS Board Vice-Chair: Joe White

Mitchell County Elementary-Vicki Hicks, Principal
Mitchell County High-Ossie Canidate, Principal

Parents, if you do not wish for your child’s picture to be placed in the newsletter or on the MCSS web sites, please go to the Central Office to sign a waiver form.
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MCSS Students Participates in Red Ribbon Rally

Mitchell County students participated in the 27th Annual Community-Wide Red Ribbon Rally at the First Baptist Church in Camilla on
Thursday, October 26. Red Ribbon Week (October 23-31) is the initiative taken by the government and people of the United States for the
prevention and education of the dangers of drugs and alcohol. During this week in October, students all over the country pledge to live a
drug and alcohol free life. Red Ribbon Week is by far the most far-reaching and well-known drug prevention event in America. The
National Family Partnership, which coordinates Red Ribbon activities nationally, estimates that more than 80 million Americans participate
in Red Ribbon events every year. The first Red Ribbon Celebration was organized in 1986 by an organization of parents concerned about
the annihilation caused by alcohol and drug abuse. The red ribbon was adopted as a symbol of the movement in honor of Enrique “Kiki”
Camarena, an agent with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration who was kidnapped and killed while investigating drug traffickers.
The local Red Ribbon rally is organized by Mrs. Debbie Peavy with the Camilla Housing Authority.
JROTC Cadets

MCPS Spirit Starters

MCMS Young Marines

MCES Baby Eagles Cheerleaders

Haven Saxon, Rodney
White, Boys & Girls Club

MCPS Musical Group

MCHS Cheerleaders

Jada Clayton
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Mitchell County Fall ESOL Parent Meeting
The Mitchell County ESOL program held its fall parent meeting on October 24 at the
Mitchell County Primary School. The program surveys parents to find out their needs
and interests in order to provide a better school experience for the students. Those
needs and interests are addressed at the fall and spring parent meetings. This meeting
covered information on how parents can learn English, how to help their children with
homework, the Mitchell County attendance policy and encouraging literacy in children.
To assist with the effort of providing parents with ways to encourage their children to
read, Ms. Jacquelyn White brought them information about the new program
Footsteps2 brilliance. The parents learned about the new program and the ways that it
can enhance love of reading and learning in their children. The program is bilingual as
well. Ms. White also brought the Magic School Bus so that the parents could see the program first hand and
sign up for an account for their younger children. The meeting was facilitated by Vickie Smith, the Federal
Programs coordinator and Jenny Collins, the Mitchell County ESOL teacher. Mr. Simon Mejia was the
translator.

Rolling, Reading and Grooming on
the Eagle Express
How exciting it was for Mr. O. Maples to volunteer his time and
join Rollin' and Reading at Kidzone and (Jester) The Boys and Girls
Club! While Mr. Maples cut the young men's hair, the other
students waited in line on the bus being engaged on Footsteps 2
Brilliance and other educated websites. You should have seen the
looks on the young men's faces! They couldn't wait and not to
mention the conversations Mr. Maples had with them being that
positive role model within the community.

Lunch and Learn
On Monday, December 4, various employees from Mitchell County School System attended the Lunch
and Learn held at Sherwood Baptist Church in Albany, GA. Dr. Charles Lowery was the guest speaker.
Dr. Lowery offered an unparalleled opportunity to learn practical and tactical ways to help employees
break free from the self-destructive behaviors and negative emotions that diminish job performance and
keep the workplace from being balanced and rewarding. Participants were invited to attend the Resource
Fair immediately following the presentation where local agencies was available to discuss the services
they provide. Dr. Lowery is President and CEO of Lowery Institute for Excellence (LIFE). His work as a
psychologist, college professor, management consultant and corporate motivator, and his unique style of
humor and encouragement, have made him one of the most sought after speakers in the Country. Each
participant received a copy of Lowery's book, "Comic Belief 2."

Mitchell County Schools Celebrated National School Lunch Week
October 9-12, 2017, Mitchell County Schools recognized National School Lunch Week and the 30 million children
across the nation served every day. National School Lunch Week emphasized the healthy foods that are offered daily
at Mitchell County schools. “School lunches are healthier than ever, with more fruits
and vegetables, whole grains, and less fat and sodium. National School Lunch Week
helps educate parents and students about all the benefits of our lunch program, and the
appealing choices we offer.” Mitchell County Schools offer local and Georgia grown
items to students when available - Chef Salads are made daily, fresh fruit, Mayfield
milk, and bread from Flowers Bakery.
The federally-funded National School Lunch Program (NSLP) provides nutritionally
balanced, healthy meals to students every day. The
program, which has been serving the nation’s children
for over 60 years, requires school meals to meet federal
nutrition standards like offering fruits and vegetables
every day, serving whole grain-rich foods, and limiting
fat, calories, and sodium. The “Recipes for Success”
campaign is made possible by the nonprofit School
Nutrition Association.
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MCSS Participates In Mock Bus Accident Exercise
On December 6, students from Mitchell County High School participated in the Mock Bus Accident.
This was a joint exercise between the Mitchell County School System, MCSS Superintendent and
Principals, MCSS Transportation Department, the Camilla Fire Department, Camilla Police Department,
Mitchell County Sheriff’s Department, Mitchell County Hospital, South GA Emergency Medical
Services and other agencies to help be better prepared in case of a real accident. MCHSS Students
participating: Shanterria Anderson, Shasmine Cannon, Zymyia Dent, Jahaili Dewberry, Gwendolyn
Gardner, Shianayia Hill, Tytianna Jackson, Ty’qunna Lewis, Shyra Loper, Zaria Profit, Miracle Smith,
Ze`toria Perry, J.Clayton, Rickey Burley Jr, Eunice Ross, Vera Jackson, Lashunti Anderson, Jadakiss
Harvey, Zakendria Florence, Rodney Jones Jr., Nathain Young, David Bell, Sydney Hall, Skylar Lofton,
Morgan Knight, Jacorey McIntyre, Denericka Brown, Tajalika Butler

December 2017 & January 2018

Page 6

STARS Day at MCES
Wednesdays at MCES have been designated as
STARS (Sisters Taking Action to Realize Success)
T-shirt Day. The first STARS Day was November
15, 2017. At the close of the day, the girls met with
STARS advisors, Ms. S. McIvory and Mrs. I. Parker,
for their after-school meeting. The girls were so
excited to share the pride they felt while wearing
their shirts! Many people wanted to know all about
the program and complimented the girls’ positive attitudes. Pictured: Unique
Murray and Kanania Jackson

Thanksgiving Lunch At MCES
This year’s Thanksgiving lunch was held November 9, 2017. There were a great
number of parents in attendance. We appreciate the time our parents took to enjoy a
wonderful lunch that was prepared by the AWESOME lunch room staff at MCES.

Primary
School Food
Service staff decorates for Christmas.
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AdvancEd Accreditation
On November 9-10, MCSS representatives Ruth Lee and Christy Wray attended the
AdvancEd Georgia Annual Conference to participate in various workshops to obtain
information on the new AdvancED Accreditation requirements. The new
AdvancED Performance Standards are organized under 3 domains: leadership
capacity, learning capacity, and resource capacity. The elements of the AdvancED
Performance Standards serve as a road map for the
continuous improvement process for institutions and as
the foundation of the accreditation processed used by
AdvancED Review Teams to provide relevant and quality
feedback on how institutions are serving the learner.
The system will undergo a review on April 22-25, 2018.
Faculty, staff, students, parents and community
stakeholders are all involved in the process in preparing
for the review.

MCMS Student
Tania Lamar
Guest Speaker at
Mitchell EMC
Tania Lamar, Mitchell County High
School 6th grader spoke at the
November 17, 2017 Mitchell EMC
meeting in Camilla, Georgia. She is
a Mitchell County 4-H'er and was asked to give her speech in which she will
present at District Project Achievement in February 2018. Tania has been giving
speeches on various topics. Her topic for the meeting was a motivational speech
on who she is and what she has overcome as a young person in life.

Thank You To..
Justin Johnson
and
Matthew Handley
Justin and Matthew led the audience in the
Pledge of Allegiance at the November 2017
Board of Education Meeting.

Tania Lamar Places First in Human
Development Project
Tania Lamar won first place in the Human Development
Project at Cloverleaf Project Achievement for 4-H. Project
Achievement for 5th - 6th graders is a public speaking
competition in which the students compete with other
students throughout Southwest District. Tania Lamar,
Mitchell County Middle School 6th grader competed in the
6th grade Human Development Project and won first
place. She also served as a Teen Leader for Mitchell
County. Tania is shown right in the picture.

Mitchell County Middle School Students,
Teachers and Staff participated in giving
canned food and or nonperishable food items
to be donated to the local food bank. Thanks
to everyone for their support of this project.
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Eagle Media News
The Eagle News team supports audio and video presentations within the school.
Example, at the recent robotics competition held on November 4 and November
16 at MCHS Mr. B Sherman’s students set up in the gym two big screens, the
video and audio systems, and the tables for the competition. Music was aired
between each competition. Dontavious Johnson (left) operated the camcorder
that gave a more detail view of the competition which was then broadcasted to
the two big screens. Edgerin Williams helped assembly the competition arena (see page 12). The Eagle media students
also produced an in house news show for Thanksgiving and uploaded weekly radio programs for the WMCZ LP 94.5 FM
Eagle News Radio. Above right: Anthony McIntyre reporting the news.

Eagle Media Graphics
Students in Ms. L. Twitty’s classes are busy producing tshirts, banners, yard signs, buttons, programs, posters, and
business cards. Students design the products using Adobe
software including Photoshop and Illustrator and
Microsoft Publisher.
E-mail Leigh Twitty at
leigh_twitty@mitchell.k12.ga.us for more information
about the products the students can create. Right: Camille Wimberly blowing out a screen for screen printing.

What’s on your plate?
Mitchell County School System’s School Nutrition Departments made salads with Romaine lettuce
purchased from the Mitchell County High School hydroponics garden. The Agriculture students also
grew bib, oak leaf, and a small amount of a summer special which has different variety mixed. Call 229336-0970 for more information on the types of produce grown in the hydroponics garden.

Ag Production: Ag students have created various items in their Ag
shop from metal signs, to swings, and benches.
Contact Alan Collins at 229
-336-0970
for
more
information on the types of
items the students can
build.

Excellent Eagle Interns
Congratulations to the following Early Childhood Education Pathway students on being selected Excellent Eagle Interns.

Jose Andrade

Jose Jose is in the 11th grade at Mitchell County High School and is completing his internship
experience in Ms. S. Jones’ 1st grade classroom at Mitchell County Primary School. Ms. Jones shared
that Jose “goes far beyond the call of duty! When you need him, he is always there and works well with
my children.” In addition to Ms. Jones’ classroom, Jose also volunteers his time assisting Ms. I. Jackson
at Mitchell County Middle School. Jose (left in middle) with Ms. S. Jones' 1st grade students.

Shontorriaunna Keaton
Shontorriaunna is in the 10th grade at Mitchell County
High School and is completing her internship experience in Ms. S. Lucy’s Kindergarten
classroom at Mitchell County Primary School. Ms. Lucy shared that Shontorriaunna “is above
and beyond in class. I do not have to ask her anything. She jumps right into it.” Shontorriaunna
Keaton (far right) pictured with Ms. S. Lucy and A. Keaton’s Kindergarten class.
Congratulations to Jose and Shontorriaunna on their accomplishment and hard work!
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Harvesting New Employees in CTAE
On November 14, 2017, Mitchell County High/MCSS Career and Technical
Education Teachers held their Fall Advisory Council meeting at Mitchell
County High School. Mrs. Paxton Crosby, CTAE Supervisor (shown left),
opened the meeting by welcoming all Advisory Council members and guests.
Jada and Jarnea McKinney provided the inspiration titled, A Winner’s
Blueprint for Achievement by William Author Ward. During the CTAE
general meeting, five of Ms. Lillibel Wingate’s Culinary Arts students were presented with Certificates of Completion for their National
ServSafe Exam. ServSafe is a food and beverage safety training and certificate program administered by the National Restaurant
Association. The Culinary Arts students (shown below) who completed the training course and passed the exam included T'Erica Edmonds,
Chris Haywood, Earneshia Bryant, Shakira Ware, and Trey Walker.
After the dinner and general meeting, teachers and Advisory council members met in their program areas to discuss program
accomplishments this fall and any needed suggestions to enhance the pathway program.

Culinary Arts
The Culinary Arts students held a
bake sale in November. The
proceeds for the sale were used to
purchase gift cards from Snipes
and given to our MCSS custodial
staff as a token of our appreciation.
They were given to them for the Thanksgiving Holiday
(shown left). The Rolls: The Culinary Arts II students
(Seniors) were learning to bake yeast breads. They made yeast rolls into knots. The trifle: (dessert)- The Culinary Arts I students (Juniors.)
learned how to make an angel food cake in class last week. They used the angel food cake to make a fruit trifle which is a layered dessert.

School Bus Safety Tips
Follow these rules to have a safe riding experience:
 If you control your noise level, it will not interfere with the operation of the bus.
 Remaining in your seat at all times will keep you safe.
 Keeping your hands and feet and rude comments to yourself will help maintain a positive bus environment.
 Keeping the aisle free will help maintain bus safety in the case of an emergency.
 School buses are expensive, help protect it by not damaging the bus equipment or tampering with emergency
equipment.

Layers of the Earth Edible Activity
Many students in Mrs. Cheeks’ Earth Science 6th grade class completed an edible lab on
“Layers of the Earth”. Students enjoyed an opportunity to dive into Earth science through a
hands-on activity that brought abstract concepts and theories of Earth science into the classroom
that
students
can
understand and master.
The use of food as a tool
to assist the students in
the learning processes greatly benefits the students by making learning
fun and rewarding. All of the lessons allow the student to manipulate
and “play” with their food all while learning about the interior, surface
and atmosphere of Earth. Students enjoyed this fun and unique lesson
while expressing their creativity.
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Internet Safety
Books

Mrs. C. Mays’s 9th grade
Intro to Digital Technology
(IDT) students visited the
Mitchell County Primary
School to present books on
Internet Safety to Mrs. C.
Quimbley’s 1st grade class.
The books were created by
the IDT students as part of a lesson on Online Safety and
Digital Citizenship. The students did an amazing job on the
books and wanted to share their work with the younger students
to help keep them safe online during the upcoming holiday
season. Several students elected to read their books to the class.
Every child received a book that included 10 age appropriate
Internet Safety tips and fun activities and graphics.

Circle of Adults Focusing on Education (C.A.F.E.)
Work Continues!!!
2017/2018 Goals:
Goal 1: Collaborate to improve students’ literacy skills through increased awareness and access to books.
Goal 2: Developing an ongoing two-way communication that creates awareness to families and community while encouraging family
engagement.
Goal 3: Increase partnership between the school and community to decrease absenteeism and negative behaviors.
Goal 4: Improve high school graduation rates.
“I want to thank C.A.F.E. stakeholders for all the hard work and dedication to improve outcomes for students in Mitchell County. Happy
Holidays to you all,” said Tracy Barber, Community Engagement Facilitator for the Department of Education
Next meeting date February 6, 2018.

Dream, Believe, Read, and Achieve… Our Students Can Conquer All!
MCPS Counselor’s Corner
Learning Tips for the Holiday Season

Another holiday season is once again upon us. Not only is this a time for giving and receiving presents, hosting
family and friends, and decorating, it is also a great time to sharpen students’ academic skills. Learning is a
continuous process, but it does not have to be so rigid. Learning can be a fun, family activity, and it can be included
in all of your holiday pastimes. What a great way to connect academics to real-world experiences while bonding as
family.
 Create a Budget-This is an awesome way for children to practice their addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division skills.
 Cook Together-Help your child with reading comprehension by allowing him/her to read and follow step-bystep directions.
 Play Games-Children can stimulate their minds while having the times of their lives.
 Make Greeting Cards-Allow your children to create greeting cards in an effort to tap into their creative selves. Also, let them practice
reading, writing, and spelling their sight words.
 Read Daily-We want our students to work on their reading abilities. However, parents, you can also help them develop literacy skills by
reading to them.
Remember, the most important part of the holiday season is spending time with your family and friends. Focusing on the continuous learning
process will make this quality time have everlasting effects.
Happy Holidays from Mitchell County Primary School! Stay safe, and we will see you in 2018!

Kendra K. Johnson, Ed.S
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June 2016

Polar Express
Day at MCPS

November 2016

Whoo, Whoo! That is the
sound of the Polar Express by
Chris Van Allsburg leaving the
station and headed straight to
the North Pole. All students
and staff read this classic holiday book Friday (December 8,
2017) morning. Following the reading, they were able to see it
come to life before their eyes with the animated film, “Polar
Express.” A special snack of cookies and cocoa were served
during the film just as they had read about it the book. A big
thank you to students and our fantastic staff who made this day
a perfect holiday tradition. All aboard for a great holiday.
Want to Read the Eagle’s Nest Newsletter issues from 2008 to present.
Visit
Mitchell
County
School
System’s
website
http://www.mitchell.k12.ga.us and click on the About Us Tab then scroll
down and click on Eagle’s Newsletter. Have fun looking back; students
see if you can find yourself in some of the pictures. Special thanks to
everyone for their support of the newsletter. Without all of you, it would
not be possible. Ruth Lee, Eagle News Coordinator

Robotics Tournament
On November 4 and November 16, 2017, Mr. D. Devidas and his students
participated in a
robotics tournament
that Mitchell County
High School hosted
with ten schools
participating. Next
competition will be
held on January 13
in Macon, GA.

December 2017 & January 2018

23rd Annual City Of Camilla
Christmas Parade
On December 5, the City of Camilla held its annual Christmas Parade.
Mitchell County School System students participated in the parade.

Mitchell County School System’s Winter Holidays
December 18, 2017—January 2, 2018
School resumes on January 3, 2018

Mitchell County High School’s
Healthcare Students Hold Blood Drive
On December 1, Ms. S. Anglin, Healthcare teacher and her students held a
blood drive. Ms. Anglin said that 48 pints of blood was collected. Special
thanks to everyone for their support of the blood drive.
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Candy Haul in Second Grade
MCES Second grade students participated in a Candy Haul on October 31, 2017. The students went
from class to class and collected candy from the teachers. We would like to thank the teachers who
participated. Ms. S. McIvory, Ms. T. McNair, Ms. C. Scott, Mrs. R. Mathis, and Ms. L. Washington for
continued support of our students.

Book Fair Comes
to MCES
The Media Center at MCES was extra
busy during the week of December 4 - 8,
2017. It was during this time that we
held our very own Scholastic Book Fair.
Many students visited the fair throughout
the week. Most took their time to search
for that just right book, while some opted
for the other items, like pencils, erasers,
posters, etc., that are available for
purchase. Some students were called to
the Media Center and were surprised to
have a visit from a parent who came just
to take him or her to the fair.
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A “Thankful Turkey”
Kindergarten students at Mitchell County Primary School are learning to identify the national holidays and describe the people and/or events
celebrated. Students in Mrs. Audrey Hodge’s class identified the purpose of the national holiday (Thanksgiving) and discussed the people
and/or events celebrated. Each student also made a “Thankful Turkey” puppet to let us all know what he/she is thankful for. Students said
they were thankful for things such as their friends, siblings, parents, teachers, pets and God. Below, the students are proudly showing off
their turkey. We wish you all a safe and Happy Holiday!!

Read You Heart Out Celebrated at MCPS
Since 1989, National Young Readers Week has been an annual event held
November 6-10 to raise awareness around the importance of reading. The event was
co-founded by Pizza Hutand the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress.
The challenge was for principals across the country to become shining examples
for literacy by choosing one day to read their heart out all day long, from first bell
to the last during National Young Readers Week. Principals have risen to the
challenge over the last several years reading everywhere from hallways,
playgrounds and rooftops on their chosen school day. The media center’s reading well was decorated like a beach
which is one of Olivia’s and Principal’s Johnson’s favorite places to visit. MCPS Principal, Mrs. Donna
Johnson transformed into the literary character, Olivia and spent the day (November 10) reading to every
single child at school. Johnson said, “It’s very important to raise awareness for the importance of literacy
and generate a passion for reading among young people.”
If you do not know about Olivia, she is a pig that seems to somehow gets into trouble without even trying.
Olivia has a special talent; singing and she wants to share that talent with everyone. Thanks to everyone
for celebrating National Young Readers Week with us! The winner of the Principal Challenge was
announced November 17, 2017 from Pizza Hut. We all think that Olivia, I mean Mrs. Johnson was the best
part of our Friday.

MCPS Operation Christmas Child
Annual Program
MCPS Operation Christmas Child annual program was held at MCPS Friday, November 17. The school has been
participating in the program sponsored by the Samaritans Purse for over 20 years. Gift boxes are collected and sent to
those less fortunate from the ages of 2-14. The gift boxes are shipped to every corner of the world. The students enjoyed
singing songs under the direction of Mr. Cornilius Mullins. This always puts everyone in the spirit of the season.
Making their annual holiday cheer presentation was MCPS very own cheer squad. Who does not enjoy having spirit?
Yes, we do! A huge thank you to everyone in our school for thinking of others and their needs during this special holiday event. We
appreciate our two retired teachers who are our delivery angles, Sandy Tinsley and Mary Beth Bush. Children were very thoughtful and
gave up their snack money to contribute funds to purchase items for those less fortunate. Over 35 boxes were donated to the event.

December 2017 & January 2018

Page 16

What Veterans Day Means To Us
By: YM/ PFC Haylie Briscoe
On Saturday, November 11, 2017, we the Mitchell County Young Marines
were asked the question, “What does Veterans Day mean to you?” Several
of our Young Marines including myself gave an answer to the question. I
think Veterans Day means honoring those who protected our freedom and risk
their lives for us every day. YM/Pvt Antonio Kelly said that “Veterans Day is
the day that we honor and celebrate our troops for keeping us safe.” Another YM/Pvt Jeremiah Florence stated that
“Veterans Day is a day we honor the veterans that fought for our liberty and freedom.” Although our answer to the
question is a little different, we know that Veterans Day is observed to honor all veterans. As a unit, we placed a
wreath at Veterans Park in Albany, Georgia and attended a ceremony for veterans at The American Legion Post 30.
The Mitchell County Young Marines salute all military service men and women for their dedicated service.

Veterans Day
By: YM/ PFC Quintasia Lytle
On Friday, November 10, 2017, we, the Mitchell County
Young Marines, handed-out certificates to the retired
veterans. We also gave a speech to show them that they are
appreciated and to thank them for their service. We donated
toiletries (lotion, shampoo, soap, etc.) to the Salvation Army
and Albany Rescue Mission. Our unit received several boxes
of many different kinds of toiletries. There were over 1000 of
these items. Each shelter received 500 of these items. At this
point, the Young Marines have collected over 800 bags of
these supplies (lotion, shampoo, soap, etc.). At the end our
day, we placed a wreath at the Camilla Veteran Memorial.
Our unit showed great pride in honoring our veterans that are
serving, those that have served, and to those who gave the
ultimate sacrifice.

Honoring Our Veterans
The Young Marines have printed over 700 certificates to give to the
local veterans in Albany, Leesburg, and Camilla for Veteran’s Day.
Left: Young Marines presented certificates to the MCHS JROTC
instructors and (right) students presented Superintendent R. Adams a
certificate. The Young Marines also purchased two wreaths to place at
the veteran site in Albany and Camilla. They have demonstrated
through their actions their sincere appreciation for our veterans’ service
for our country.

First Red Ribbon Week for MCMS Young Marines
By: Nathaniel Lowman (Unit Commander)
From October 3-5, 2017, the Young Marines formed a committee to discuss the purpose of Red Ribbon
Week. The committee consisted of the following Young Marines: YM CPL Danyall Brown, YM LCPL
Anthony Hill, YM PFC Haylie Briscoe, YM PFC Yagaira Martinez, YM PFC Dedreon Knight and YM
PVT Amya Reese. Ideas were presented to the committee for the upcoming events for Red Ribbon
Week. The first order of business was to request a proclamation from the governor and mayors of various
communities. Fifty requests were sent out. The committee also discussed the start date for Red Ribbon
Week (October 23rd – 31st). The group made a list of items that would be needed for Red Ribbon Week.
To help with this event, the committee asked the other Young Marines for their support to make Red
Ribbon Week a success.
During Red Ribbon Week, one hundred-eighteen Young Marines were briefed on how to conduct themselves and
interact with the people they came in contact with. The Young Marines set up four tables to
display information on “Closing the Gate on Drugs.” They also displayed the Young Marines’
Pledge and other important information pertaining to Red Ribbon Week. These Young Marines
also attended and presented information to several schools as well as churches within the
community.
For their first time being involved with the Young Marines program, these Young
Marines had a very successful Red Ribbon Week. These young men and women did an
exceptional job interacting with the other students and community.
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Rickey Burley

Dexter Smith

Freddie Cheevers

Denarius Spence

Terica Edmonds

Tytiona Robinson

Knaulijje Jackson

Rodney Keaton

Luis Esquivel

Rondarrius Williams

Tyeera Gardner

Seattle Johnson

Shakira Ware

Devin Vicks

Zakariyyah Bell

David Bell

Aniya Jackson
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Alonzo Hughey

Chris Haywood

Vontravius Martin

Shaniqua White

Anthony McIntyre

Jertavious Wimberly

Destiny Cheevers

Clora Kelson

Tykerria Thomas

Shantoria Whitus
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1st Row: Dary’on Ward, Trenton McNeal, Damarion Bell, Brooker Wimberly,
Jamarion Bell, Angel Rios, Andrew King;
2nd Row: Ricky Burley, Zeriquadis Burkes, Coach Joseph Austin, Ricky Burley,
Hector Rios, Jalen Clayton
Schedule:
December 12: Brooks Co., Dougherty Co., Monroe High (Tri Meet) 5:30 p.m. in Camilla, GA
December 30: Valdosta Wildcat Invitational Tournament in Valdosta, GA
January 6: Area 1 1A Area Duals in Macon, GA
January 9: Schley Co. (Dual Meet) at 5:30 p.m. in Camilla, GA
January 12: Dougherty High School at 5:30 p.m. in Albany, GA
January 16: Pelham Tournament (Quad Meet) at 5:30 in Pelham, GA
January 23: Westover High & Dougherty High (Tri Match) at 5:30 p.m. in Camilla, GA
January 26-27: Area 1 1A Area Traditional at Locust Grove, GA
February 2-3: Section B 1A Sectionals in Macon, GA

Mitchell County 8th Graders
Take Part in Virtual Trip

The 8th graders (shown left) from Mitchell County High
School
were among three schools in the state that
participated in a video conference to the state capital.
DeKalb Stone Mountain Middle School and Barrow County
Middle school along with Mitchell County 8th graders spoke
with Irene Munn (shown right), General
Counsel and Policy Director for Lt.
Governor Casey Cagle. Students were first asked about facts on Georgia, such as the State
Prepared food? Do you know? (Answer Grits) and other GA Studies Questions. Next, she
spoke on the State Constitution and Bill of Rights and reviewed the budget process.
Pictured right: Stone Mountain Middle School students with Principal Dr. Hinton and their
teacher Mr. Isaac. Marshal Chambers from Stone Mountain Middle commented that
Mitchell County students did a great job. Mr. Beau Sherman coordinated the event with
Mr. Chambers.

MCMS PBIS Celebration: Teacher Vs. Student Volleyball Game
On November 17, 2017, Mitchell County Middle School celebrated
behavioral and academic success! Students and teachers enjoyed a great
game
of
volleyball,
cheering the teachers and
students throughout the
game!
Teachers
and
students
are
looking
forward to celebrating
more PBIS opportunities!
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Akeem Smith, Marcus Collier, Eric Caison, Perry Macon, Jared Jones, Malik Barnes, Rodney Jones, Kentrel Williams, Coach Ryan Bailey, Traven
Walker, Anthony McIntyre, Dexter Smith, Ziheem Hawkins, Jadakiss Harvey, David Bell, Demontavious Clayton

Date

Opponent

Site

Jv G

Jv B

VG

4:30

6:00

7:30

4:30

6:00

7:30

5:30

6:00

7:30

4:30

6:00

7:30

4:30

6:00

7:30

Nov. 18

Quitman Co.

Home

Nov.25

Brooks Co.

Away

Dec. 15

Worth Co.

Home

Dec. 18

Quitman Co.

Home

Dec. 21

Away

Dec. 30

Brooks Co.
Christmas
Tourn.
Christmas
Tourn.
Christmas
Tourn.

Jan. 2

Terrell Co.

Jan. 5

Randolph Clay

Home

Jan. 6

Calhoun Co.

Away

3:00

4:30

Jan. 9

Away

4:30

n/a

Jan. 12

Quitman Co.
Chattahoochee
Co.

Jan. 13
Jan. 15

Webster
T.B.A.

Jan. 16

Stewart Co.

Away

Jan. 19

Brooks Co.

Home

Jan. 20

Dougherty

Away

Jan. 26

Pelham

Home

Jan. 27

Worth CO.

Away

Jan. 30

Miller Co.

Away

n/a

Feb. 2

Seminole Co.

Home

n/a

Feb. 3

Baker Co.

Home

Dec. 28
Dec. 29

n/a
4:30

VB

Away

tba

tba

Away

tba

tba

Away

tba

tba

Home

6:00

7:30

6:00

7:30

6:00

7:30

6:00

7:30

Away

6:00

7:30

Away
Tift
County

6:00
tba

7:30
tba

6:00

7:30

6:00

7:30

6:00

7:30

6:00

7:30

6:00

7:30

4:00

6:00

7:30

4:30

6:00

7:30

6:00

7:30

4:30
4:30

5:30
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MCSS Calendar
Mitchell County Primary School
January 11

APTT Meeting at 6 p.m.
School System Calendar
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MCHS’s Financial Aid Event
A Financial Aid Event was held at MCHS on December 1, 2017 from
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. in the MCHS’s Media Center. Mrs. Angie Wilson
(below) from the Georgia Student Finance Commission was there to
assist students and their parents in completing the FAFSA (Free
Application for Federal Student Aid). It was such a help to have an
expert on hand to help the students and parents navigate through the
online application.

December 18, 2017 to January 2, 2018: MCSS Winter Break
January 3

School resumes

January 15

MLK, Jr. Holiday

February 8

Parent Conference Day

There will be another FAFSA event
coming up in January. Details will be
sent home with MCHS Seniors prior to
the event.

Do you enjoy Christmas Music?
MCHS’s Radio Station WMCZ LP 94.5 FM will
be airing Christmas music beginning Thanksgiving
day till New Year’s Day. Listen to 94.5 for various
school and community news and the best in
Christmas Music.

GA-946 Air Force Junior ROTC Cadets Blast through
November 2017 in Full Afterburner!
To say the month of November was a busy one for the one hundred and fifty-eight cadets of Mitchell County High School’s award winning
GA-946 Air Force Junior ROTC (AFJROTC) would be an understatement. The cadets blasted through the month with the following
activities: Veterans Breakfast (4 November), Canned Food Drive (9 November), Veteran’s Day Program at Mitchell County Courthouse
(10 November), Southeastern Regional Drill Meet at Tift County High School, Tifton, Georgia (11 November), Home Football Game
Color Guard (17 November) and the Baconton Pecan Harvest Parade (18 November).
After presenting the colors for the Veteran’s Breakfast on 4 November, the cadets were quickly back at
work serving their nation and community by conducting their annual food
drive which began on 9 November. The cadets completed their annual
canned food drive for the Mitchell County Food Bank by collecting over 360
canned food items! This year, Delta Flight (our fourth period class) won the
flight competition by collecting the most food items.
Next, the cadets were asked by American Legion Post 141, to present the
colors and lead the audience in the Pledge during the annual Veteran’s Day
program at the Mitchell County Court House on 10 November. The cadets
did an outstanding job presenting our nation and state colors and leading the Pledge of Allegiance! The next day,
a few of the cadets went to Tift County High School to observe the logistics of one of the premier
drill competitions in the state of Georgia, The Southeastern Regional Drill Competition at Tift
County High School in Tifton! The cadets enjoyed a day of witnessing twenty-one teams go through
the rigor of competition and enjoyed a great meal at Asahi Japanese restaurant on the way back to
Camilla!
Finally on 17 November, the cadets provided the Color Guard for round two of the Georgia High
School Association’s Class A Football playoffs between the Mitchell County High School Eagles
and the Schley County Wildcats! To conclude November’s activities, the cadets marched in the
Pecan Harvest Parade in Baconton, then presented the colors for the opening ceremonies at the
Pecan Harvest that morning.
Nice job
cadets for an
outstanding
month of
Community
Service!

