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Parish School

learning, believing, and serving...together

Dear Parents, Alumni, Benefactors, and Supporters of St. Irenaeus Parish School:
This year marks the 50th Anniversary of our Parish School, as we continue to provide a quality Catholic education for our
students. We are very proud of our legacy and thank you for being part of it. Over the years, our mission, initiated by the
Presentation Sisters, has been to provide our students with a solid foundation in the faith of our Catholic Church, and at
the same time prepare our students spiritually, academically, socially, physically, and emotionally to be successful as they
move forward to high school and beyond, ultimately preparing them to be actively successful in our local communities
and greater society.
As we enter into the season of Advent and Christmas, we have much to be grateful for here at our parish school. Our
students are actively involved in Stewardship at St. Irenaeus this year, learning that Stewardship is a way of life, and that
as stewards we use our gifts to share with others. We provide many opportunities for our students to live out the gospel
message of helping, serving, and caring for others. All grade-levels are involved in participating at monthly Stewardship
Masses enhancing our involvement in parish life. This year we will be implementing a new school logo which reflects our
Stewardship mission.
Our students continue to be successful academically, scoring at or above Diocesan levels on standardized tests. They are
well prepared for high school and college and are successful there as well. What has changed over the fifty years of
schooling at St. Irenaeus are the ways in which students learn and how they are taught.
Technology is a major component in the learning process as teachers and students use smart boards, interactive
projectors, neo 2’s and computers. Teachers focus on differentiating instruction to accommodate a variety of student
learning styles and achievement levels. There is more collaboration between students and teachers in the learning process.
Mathematics and Science are taught with more “Hands-on” opportunities. We have just completed the development of
our new Science Lab, featuring nine student work stations, two portable teacher demonstration labs, and teacher resource
center.
We are grateful to have a dedicated faculty, supportive parents, and a Pastor who places our parish school as a major
priority both financially and in the daily life of the parish. We are grateful for a strong faithful Alumni who continue to
carry on our legacy, as well as a group of benefactors who have made it possible to enhance our educational programs as
well as the quality of Catholic education offered at St. Irenaeus Parish School. Finally, and foremost, we are grateful to
have the opportunity to educate your children/our students, who are the future Church and society. They are our reason
for being.
We hope you will enjoy reading our school and alumni news. Please watch for special
announcements regarding our 50th Anniversary celebrations that we welcome you to participate
in. May the Peace of Christ be with you this Advent and Christmas season.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Darlene Hembreiker, M.Ed.
Principal
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Our First Kindergarten Class 1982-1983

As we quickly approach our 50th year at St. Irenaeus Parish School, here is a look back at our first Kindergarten class.
Top Row: (L-R) Ben Newton, Jason Zimmerman, Shana Rizzo, Juliana Nerrie, Kristine Barnes, Shelley Vaca
Row 2: (L-R) Doug Trez, Matthew Gavlick, Frank Cano RIP, Andy Vartougian, Sarita Hutcherson, Ann Ramirez
Row 3: (L-R) Michael DiGiambattista, Paul Blassetti, Lara Arguijo, Megan Ray, Jason Anstett, Jimmy English, John Athayde
Row 4: (L-R) Elizabeth Filipiak, Renee Hill, Christopher Rico, Amanda Allen, Chris Frost, Mark Damron
Row 5: (L-R) Jason Lambert, Fr. Rod Keller, Sr. Kathleen Pritchard, Mrs. Barbara Parsons, Sandra Aguirre, Cheyene Bermudez
Norma Lopez is not pictured
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50th Anniversary Celebration
A copy of an article from the NewsEnterprise highlights some of
the important events at St. Irenaeus in September 1963. On
September 8, the first Mass has held in the new Church. On the
following day, St. Irenaeus School opened with 300 children in the
first four grades. Each year a new grade was added. Throughout
2013 we will proudly celebrate our school’s 50th Anniversary. If
you have photos or memories of the early years of the school that
you would like to share, please email them to
alumni@stischoolcypress.org.

Where are they now...our first Kindergarten?
Shana Rizzo Balladares
(pictured right), is married to Adrian Balladares
and has a 2 1/2 year old son named Maddox. She
lives in Long Beach, CA and is currently a stay-athome mom after working as an elementary school
teacher for the past ten years.

Matthew Gavlick
is currently working as Chef De Partie at the Blue
Duck Tavern in Washington D.C. He
recently moved back stateside from
Paris, France where he lived for the
past year and a half enjoying life and
becoming classically trained in the art of French cuisine. He is enjoying
his adventures and looking forward to moving back to the L.A. area in the
near future.

Lara Arguijo
(pictured left), is a Speech Pathologist in local hospitals by day, and a
singer in a rock band called
MiSLeD by night.

Juliana Nerrie Lambert
pictured right, resides in San Diego with her 9 year old son, Zach. She is
a software developer at Noble Americas Energy Solutions.
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First Kindergarten Updates Continued
Sister Kathleen is retired and living in
Cypress. Mrs. Parsons is teaching Kindergarten
at St. Irenaeus. Fr. Rod Keller is retired and
living in Huntington Beach.

Megan Ray Burke
(pictured right) attended St. Joseph High School and
following that, Loyola Marymount University. She
earned a BA and a Masters degree in child and
adolescent literacy. Megan married Paul Burke in
2005. She was a teacher in Inglewood for 9 years
before becoming a full-time mom to her two boys,
Caleb and Xavier.

Jason Lambert
(pictured right) is a biologist at the Army Corps of Engineers in their Regulatory
Division. He received his Bachelors and Masters degrees from Loyola Marymount
University. Jason currently resides in La Mirada, and has two children, Keira (age
7) and Jayden (age 5). In his free time, Jason enjoys playing and coaching soccer.

Michael DiGiambattista
is currently living in Anaheim Hills with his wife of 10 years, Khanh, and 2
daughters - Isabella (8) and Ava (2). He and his wife are anticipating the arrival of
their new baby in January. Michael is an Operating Partner for Fleming's Prime
Steakhouse & Wine Bar in Downtown LA.

Nicholas Dennison, Class of 2008
came by school for a visit in October. He is an alumni from St. I’s
Class of 2008 and graduated from Kennedy High School this past
June. He is currently taking classes at Long Beach City College
towards an AA in Fire Science. Nicholas is a certified explorer for
the LA County Fire Department. He is participating in their ride
along program at fire stations throughout LA County.
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Opening Year At St. Irenaeus
1963-1964
Principal Sr. Anne Broderick (often referred to as Mother Anne)
277 students (2 first grades and 1 each of grades 2-4)
Tuition was $8 for one student, $10 for two students,
and $12 for three or more. Uniforms were not worn the first year.

2nd Year
Faculty 1964-1965 (pictured right)
Top row, and left to right
Sr. Raphael - First Grade, 57 students
Sr. Jude - Second Grade, 56 Students
Middle row left to right
Mrs. Gwynn - Second Grade, 56 students
Sr. Ambrose - 5th Grade, 56 students
Mrs. De Guia - Fourth Grade, 56 students
Bottom row left to right
Sr. Anne Principal - Third Grade, 56 students
Miss McLaren - First Grade, 55 students
Total enrollment 392

Open Enrollment Begins Soon
St. Irenaeus Parish School will be hosting a New Family Information
Meeting on Sunday, January 27th at 12:45pm in the Parish Hall. This
meeting is for all those interested in joining us for the 2013-2014 school year.
The meeting will follow the 11:30am Mass which kicks-off Catholic Schools
Week. At the information meeting, registration packets will be available and a
Q&A period will follow.
We also invite you to attend our school-wide Open House on Thursday,
January 31st from 6:30-8:00pm. Come see all our school has to offer. We ask
that new families check-in at the School Office located in the middle of
campus.
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Our school will once again host a dinner, dance, and auction on Friday, April 19,
2013 from 6-11pm at the Recreation Park 18 Golf Course in Long Beach. This year’s event will
celebrate our school’s 50th Anniversary. Why not reserve a table for your graduating class?
Call Lisa Sambrano at 714-827-4500 for more details.
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Annual Giving
Our school continues to be blessed by a dedicated faculty and staff, a supportive parish community, and
generous school and alumni families. We are very grateful for the many hours of service given to our school
by parents, grandparents, and friends. We are also grateful for the financial investments that are made to our
Annual Giving Program each year. Donations and gifts made to this program in previous years along with
other fundraising opportunities have enabled us to install new computers, interactive white boards, a document
cameras, projectors in all of our classrooms, and build our new Science Lab. In addition we have been able to
offer tuition assistance to approximately 26 families with 36 students for the past 3 years.
Last year’s campaign brought in $24,162 for enhancements to our technology and fine arts programs as well
as supporting tuition assistance. This year’s gifts to the Annual Giving Program will enable us to
continue to strengthen these programs at St. Irenaeus. It will also help us to continue to enhance our library
and finish our new Science Lab. Both of these projects will enrich the education of every student in our
school.
Please consider making a donation to this year’s Annual Giving Program so that we may continue to
provide our students with the best Catholic education possible. Gifts may be given until June 30, 2013.
Thank you

Payroll and Matching Gifts
Many gifts have been given through payroll donations, or by corporations that provide matching gifts or grants.
Boeing
BP Fabric of America
Cars for Causes
Delta Dental

Edison International
Johnson and Johnson
Kaiser Permanente

Toyota Motor Sales
UPS
Wells Fargo

Legacy Wall
In 2008, our school unveiled the Legacy Wall, with a plaque honoring our founding principal,
Sr. Anne Broderick, and the Presentation Sisters, who opened our school in 1963. Over the
last four years, the wall has grown with plaques honoring students, graduating classes, and
families in celebration of our school’s history. Our current new additions are the Art and
Myrna Ordonez Family and the Al and Solfia Ordonez Family.
The cost per plaque is $500. The plaques are bronze and measure 8”x4”. If you are interested
in purchasing a plaque to honor or remember a member of the St. Irenaeus community
especially during upcoming anniversary year, please contact Lisa Sambrano at 714-827-4500,
ext. 130. The deadline to make the spring dedication is January 31, 2013.
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Annual Giving
Prayer Intentions

Some of the gifts received have been given in honor of, or in memory of someone in our parish/
school community. Please include these special intentions in your prayers.

In Honor Of
Charley Daugherty, Karina Roque, I. Velasquez, The O’Hara Family, Taylor Montgomery,
Linda Armijo McPherson, and Aeddon and Brian

In Memory Of

Agnes P. Kolano, Mary Bergin, Carolyn Richards, Conchita De Leon, Susana Morales, Our son George, L.
Velasquez, Pacientia Ferrer, Alejandro Salgado, Sgt. Jason Weaver, Robert Camre, James O’Hara, Cathy
Schlegel, John E. Kennann, Bill and Catherine Dessert, Conchita, James Apostle, Julie Jimenez,
Ernie Shaha, Mrs. and Mrs. Frank Vena, and Al Ivora

P.I.E. (Partners In Education) Donations

Our school has a business Partners in Education program. Local businesses and High Schools that donate to this
program are listed in the St. Irenaeus Principal’s Newsletter each month.
Gourmet Pie & Café
St. Joseph High School

Orange County Breeze
James E. Nerrie, CPA

Cypress Printing & Silkscreen
Cornelia Connelly High School

Planned Giving

There are many opportunities to support our school through our Planned Giving Program. St. Irenaeus Parish
School can be designated as the beneficiary in a will, trust, or insurance policy. Gifts given to this program can be
designated for the school’s immediate needs or to the school’s endowment fund. For more information about this
program, contact the Development Department at 714 827-4500 ext. 130.

We Want To Hear From You

If you would like to share your experiences, accomplishments, and digital photos since you have graduated
from St. I, we would love to hear from you. Please email us at alumni@stischoolcypress.org.

Help Us Find Lost Alumni

Log on to www.stischoolcypress.org to connect with classmates and update your contact information. If you
have information about other alumni, please call, write, or email us at alumni@stischoolcypress.org.
Parents of alumni: If your son or daughter no longer lives at this address, please call 714-827-4500 to update
his/her records. If you wish to receive School/Alumni Newsletters contact us at 714-827-4500 or by email at
alumni@stischoolcypress.org.
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Fiesta News
Many familiar faces stopped by the St. I School and Alumni Booth at Fiesta 2012. Here are a few updates:
Donovan
Querubin, Class
of 2006, attends Cal
State Dominguez
Hills and is majoring
in Health Science. He
is accompanied by
Nicole Nguyen who is
also a member of the
Class of 2006. She
attends Cal State Long Beach and is majoring in Human
Development.

Larry Mazur,
Class of 1969,
returned to St. I as a
member of the St. I
faculty from 19801985. During the
years that he taught 7th
grade, Mary Ann
Haskel May and
Jennifer Powers
Cierley, 2 members of our current faculty, were students in
his class.

Erica Wendt,
Alexandra
Rozak, Melanie
Rader and
Alyssa Gutierrez
from the Class
of 2010

Lisa McMath,
Class of 1994,
Julie McMath
Wilfert, Class of
1996 and Erin
MacDonald Class
of 1996

Other visitors included:
Coach Leo Martinez
David Bell
Kat Nieto Wallace, Class of 1972
Karine Denicola, Class of 1975
Lester Lyles, Class of 1975
Erin Scott, Class of 1976
Erin Eyre Yates, Class of 1976
Jennifer Morgan O’Leary, Class of 1977

Darryl DuCharme, Class of 1978
Constance Raley Couso, Class of 1979
Brian McPherson, Class of 1982
Lisa Smith, Class of 1982
Cheryl Padayao Davis, Class of 1985
Jesse Musacchia, Class of 1986
Jennifer Frost Dagarag, Class of 1988
Karen Cambare, Class of 1992

George O’Hara
and Rene
Gardner, Class of
1972

Barbara
Mahakian and
daughter Leah,
Class of 2000

David Morgan, Class of 1998
Sergio Di Pietro, Class of 1999
Aaron Rodriguez, Class of 1999
Kyle Kottel, Class of 2001
Alan Toledo, Class of 2002
Gabby Banfield, Class of 2008
Cherise Testone, Class of 2008
Sarah Corpuz, Class of 2009
Andrew Diaz, Class of 2010

