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Dear Friends,

Philip Ehrhardt, Ed. D.
Superintendent

“Investing in education is critical to fostering growth and innovation
for generations to come. Improving our children’s education is the surest
way to ensure a brighter future.”
~Susan Whiting - Vice Chair and Chief Diversity Officer, The Nielsen Company

High Quality Education is Crucial
to Achieving Success
In 2013, the Nielsen Global Survey of
Education Aspirations polled over 29,000 Internet
responders in 58 countries to ascertain the
sentiment on the importance of educational
opportunities. The respondents believed that the
path to better jobs, increased earnings and
improved lifestyles is paved by education.
Benjamin School District 25’s mission statement,
To provide each child with the best educational
opportunity to become a lifelong learner, achieve
the highest personal growth and be a contributing
member of society correlates with the
respondents’ beliefs.

Improving Learning, Facilities, Safety
and Security While Lowering Taxes
My previous three letters highlighted the
planning which began in July 2015 to identify
improvements needed to build upon the
community’s investments in our school facilities.
A Community Engagement Team, BenCARE
(Commit And Reinvest in Education) consisting of
a cross-section of stakeholders was formed last
fall. The purpose of the 22-member team was to:
• familiarize the community stakeholders with
the current facilities’ needs and challenges;

• identify the community’s level of support for a
tax rate decrease for Benjamin School
District 25; and,
• provide information to the school board to
assist in the decision to place a proposed
referendum on the April 4, 2017 ballot.
The team planned and coordinated the
community outreach door-to-door open house

invitation canvassing, the distribution
of a postcard to district residents, open
house events, information sharing,
online and random telephone surveys,
and online and paper surveys.
Feedback was collected from the following
sources: open house participants, 100 random
telephone surveys, and online and paper surveys.
The specific results of the surveys are shown in
this newsletter on page 7.
In summary, 58 percent favored a possible
referendum, and the support increased to 80
percent when the respondents were informed that
the debt tax rate would decrease by 16 percent.
The highest ratings of the possible improvements
targeted maintaining the facilities, improving
educational programming, and ensuring
safety/security.
Based on debt tax rates decreasing by 16
percent if a referendum were to pass and the
community input received from various sources,
the BenCARE Team recommended--at the
December 12 school board meeting--that the
board place the proposed referendum question on
the April 4, 2017 Consolidated Election ballot.

Next Steps
The school board voted to place the
referendum question on the ballot for the April 4,
2017 Consolidated Election at the January 9 board
meeting. Included in the newsletter is the ballot
question using the official language and a less
technical wording of the question on page 5.
Since the school board acted to place the
referendum question on the ballot, the school
district then can only communicate information
related to the referendum.

Looking Forward
Our students will continue to have more
opportunities to explore and experience Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math (STEAM)
activities during the second half of this school
year. Evergreen Elementary School students are
learning how to code to manipulate simple robots.
The Robotics Club is thriving with Benjamin
Middle School students building robots to use. In
the future, the club will participate with other
schools in robotic competitions.
Also, nearly 70 middle school students are
involved in the production of the musical, Oklahoma
which will take place on March 17 and 18.
Finally, the new reading/English program for
grades K-5 is going well with more emphasis on
non-fiction reading, more in-depth writing, and
enhanced higher level thinking skills. Faculty
members for grades 6-8 are examining two
reading/English programs to determine which will
best meet the needs of all our students.
Sincerely,

Philip M. Ehrhardt, Ed.D.
SUPERINTENDENT
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The Importance of Maintaining
Our SchoolFacilities Using Fiscally
ResponsibleStrategies
Maintaining School Facilities
The Administrative team and Benjamin School District 25 Board of Education
have worked diligently to maintain both Evergreen Elementary School and Benjamin
Middle School and provide a quality learning environment for our students.
Like older buildings, schools constantly need maintenance, repairs,
replacements, and updates. Roofs, blacktop, playground surfaces, windows and the
technology infrastructure are examples of such projects. Routine and preventative
maintenance has been accomplished within the annual budget but the necessary
funds are not sufficient to pay for significant capital projects.
Beginning in July 2015, an updated long-range facility plan addressing
facilities’ needs and examining options to fund these projects was completed. As a
result of extensive planning, the Board of Education proposes to complete an
estimated $6.9 million of capital projects including health-life safety, security, and
building systems’ improvements. Educational programming project needs include
upgrading the science and STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts,
mathematics) classrooms, upgrading technology infrastructure, and renovating the
elementary cafeteria to also serve as a large-group instruction area and community
meeting area.
Safety and security needs are estimated to be $3.8 million, educational
programming upgrades $2.5 million and capital improvements $600,000. A
complete list of the proposed projects is shown on the school district website at
www.bendist25.org.
Fiscally Responsible Strategies
Benjamin District 25 has a history of utilizing community resources in a
prudent manner. There have been two referendum requests in the past 22 years. In
1995, there were three referenda requests for a $4.8 million school addition along
with educational and operational fund rate increases. In 2004, an education fund
tax rate increase was requested. The school community supported these requests
to meet the needs of the district.
In addition, revenue is enhanced by cost-saving measures. Since 2000, the
district has recognized savings of more than $2 million by reviewing all costs for
potential savings. A complete list of cost-savings measures also may be found on
the school district website. The pursuit of independent, special foundation, and
corporate grant monies has resulted in the awarding of $189,630 from 60 grants
since 2006.
In 2017, there will be a timely opportunity to sell $6.9 million bonds pursuant
to a referendum while lowering the debt service tax rate for residents. This means
that the owner of a house assessed at $250,000 would experience an estimated $73
annual debt service tax rate decrease versus the taxes paid the year before. This
savings would continue through the life of the bonds.
Summary
As a result of the proposed referendum, student learning environments will be
enhanced and taxpayers will benefit from the annual debt service tax rate decrease.
Furthermore, the community’s investment in the school buildings will be
maintained in a fiscally sound manner.
Tax Rate Graph
It is being proposed that the current annual outstanding debt service of nearly
$1.2 million decrease to a $997,500 debt service extension starting in 2018. The
debt service extension would be capped each year by the lesser of the Consumer
Price Index or five percent, as shown on page 3.
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Sixth Grader Uses 3-D
Printing To Solve Real Life
Challenges
It’s said necessity is the mother of invention, but for 11-year-old
Eftihia Giannoudakos of Carol Stream, it’s perplexing and often
baffling challenges which spark her interest in design and
development.

Known to her friends and classmates at Benjamin Middle School as
Effie, the sixth grader is drawn to combine technology and new skills
learned in the school MakerSpace to create products which help solve
challenges and meet unique classroom needs.
For example, using the 3-D printer, Effie recently completed two
versions of an originally-designed classroom stylus holder to house the many
stylus pens used in the sixth grade math classes.
“Creating cylinders the right size and arranged at the right tilt was the
biggest challenge,” explains Effie, who says she was first introduced to the 3-D
printer in the fifth grade and now uses her directed study periods to delve
deeper into 3-D printing—learning to create stars, renovating squares to form
rectangles, and creating three dimensional cylinders from circle patterns.
In addition to her interest in choir, art and scouting, Effie frequently
can be found working on design challenges in the school MakerSpace and
has become a student leader in 3-D printing and innovation.
“Effie says I taught her everything she knows about building 3-D
projects,” explains Ellen Behrman, Benjamin technology specialist.
“However, she’s taught herself a lot about the 3-D printing program. It was
seeing her projects that made me think of helping her learn easier ways to
build using the tools provided in the 3D program. She took it from there.”
With dreams of possibly becoming a doctor and putting her graphics and
design skills to the test helping patients, Effie has already begun
experimenting on hand designs, using cylinder shapes to recreate fingers,
and other designs featuring unique shapes and figures.
“Engineering and design are all about trial and error,” explains the
technology-savvy sixth grader who says she also enjoys coding activities
using Benjamin’s new Ozobot smart robots and programming Spheros balls.
“The capabilities for 3-D printing are great and there’s a lot more to learn.”
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Proposed Reduction of Debt Service Tax

Benjamin District 25 Delivers outstanding
education for our students!

Outstanding Education
Drives Higher Home Values

Education Performance

• School district rankings are a major part of any buyer’s decision in selecting a
new home and favorably impact existing home values.
• Cruvita, a home buyers’ school ranking organization, lists Benjamin Middle
School 6th in DuPage County, 40th in the state, and 150th in the nation with an
overall rating of A+.
• Benjamin District 25 has been, and remains a very desirable school district in
DuPage County.

• SchoolDigger.com state test scores ranking named Benjamin 45 out of 747
schools in Illinois.
• SchoolSearch™ Bright A+ Award for academic excellence in education:
Benjamin is 1 of only 60 Illinois school districts (out of 866) to be honored.
Financial Performance

• Benjamin is one of the most cost effective schools in its peer group.
• Equalized assessed valuation per student is 17% lower than the peer group.
• Benjamin also spends more on instructional costs as a percent of its budget than
other schools.

Evergreen
Leadership
Toy Collection
The Evergreen School Leadership team
joined the Village of Carol Stream to
sponsor a toy collection effort for residents
who found themselves in need of extra help
during the holidays. Families of Evergreen
Elementary School students participated in
the community service effort by donating
toys, which students presented to the Carol
Stream Police Department for distribution.
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Proposed Benjamin 25 Improvements
Capital Projects Overview

Taxpayer Impact

Safety & Security Improvements $2.5 m

• To Commit And Re-invest in Education at Benjamin District 25
will require the passage of a referendum in April 2017.

• Improve front door access and security at Evergreen School
• Repair / replace playgrounds and parking lots
• Repair / replace non-working windows

• The Board is considering an increase to our Debt Service Extension Base to
$997,500 per year.

Educational Improvements $2.5 m

• Upgrade science labs
• Upgrade student technology devices and related infrastructure
• Upgrade student furniture & convert small gym to multipurpose room

• With old bonds retiring, the actual impact to the Debt Service Tax Rate on our
real estate tax bills will decrease from 0.588 in 2017 to 0.494 in 2018.
• Thus, we can fund our needs and on this line item of the tax bill, see an
estimated annual reduction of $73 for a home valued at $250,000.

Facility Maintenance $1.9m

• Repairs to roofs
• Classroom sink upgrades to meet current code
• Upgrade classroom lighting to LED

Safe & Secure Buildings
• Reconfigure Evergreen Elementary
School entrance to better secure and
control building access
• Upgrade roof sections and windows at
the end of life expectancy
• Install Evergreen School gym
wall padding
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• Install elevator lift at Benjamin Middle
School to provide improved and safe
accessibility for those with mobility
challenges
• Update and upgrade burglar systems
throughout district

T

• Bring Evergreen School sinks and
water fountains up to code
• Replace outdated phone system
• Improve playground safety with
blacktop resurfacing and replacing
wood chips with poured rubber
surface

Benjamin District 25 publishes BEN.25 Connect for parents and residents.

Educational Programming:

Updated science labs at Benjamin Middle School

Facility Maintenance
The chart below compares the three types of lighting
regarding initial cost, eﬃciency, lifetime, and payback time.

• Update Benjamin Middle School science labs and provide
portable Science labs at Evergreen Elementary School
• Improve STEM elementary school spaces
• Update technology infrastructure throughout the district
• Renovate Evergreen School
cafeteria to also serve as
large-group instruction
space and for community
purposes
• Update furniture to enhance
classroom instruction
• Improve acoustics for
Evergreen School
music rooms and gym to
allow more flexible use
of space
• Address storage
challenges
• Replace student
technology devices
throughout the district
Portable Science Labs at
• Improve learning areas for
Evergreen Elementary School
Benjamin Middle School choir
and band rooms
• Replace worn-out small gym floor at Benjamin Middle School
• Improve learning areas in the Evergreen Elementary School
art room

Summary
The Board has identiﬁed a number of capital projects that need to be completed by 2018. These projects have a total
cost of $6.9 million. Current authorized limits would allow us to only complete $2 million of these projects in 2017, the
next $4.2 million in 2021, and the last $2.5 million in 2025. The Board is not requesting any money for teachers, pensions
or building expansions; the entire $6.9 million has been identiﬁed for capital projects.

April Ballot Question For Benjamin District 25 Residents
Can the District continue to extend debt payments at a level 16% less than
current debt payments, capped each year by the lesser of CPI or 5%?
Official language:
Shall the debt Service extension base under Property Tax Extension Limitation Law for Benjamin School District Number 25,
DuPage County, Illinois, for payment of principal and interest on limited bonds be increased from $582,672 to $997,500 for
the 2018 levy year and all subsequent levy years, such as debt service extension base to be increased each year by the lesser
of 5% or the percentage increase in the Consumer Price Index during the 12-month calendar year preceding levy year?
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Jazz Band!
The Benjamin Middle School jazz band made its official debut at ribboncutting ceremonies marking the opening of the West Branch DuPage River
Trail/Fair Oaks Road multi-use bike/walking path. Joined by elected
officials, parents, grandparents, district staff, students in H.O.P.E (Helping
Other People Everywhere), and community representatives, the bike trail
will offer a safe route to and from school for middle school students.
Thanks to another grant of $1,500 from the AAA-The Auto Club Group,
HOPE students were able to evaluate and purchase bike racks, and look
forward to the spring arrival of bike-riding weather!

Ozobots
Thanks to a $1,000 grant from Toshiba America Foundation, students in
Kimpha Keoborakot's fourth grade Math Magic program learn computer
coding using tiny smart robots called Ozobots. Students create games by
programming Ozobots to follow a path, change directions to avoid hitting
obstacles blocking the path, and move at different speeds through mazes
to reach an end.
Ozobot technology also is in place at Benjamin Middle School in STEM
classes and the MakerSpace thanks to a $1,000 LEGO Local Initiative
grant designed to help students learn through play.

Where Are They Now?

Benjamin District 25 Spotlight On Sarah Berger

In this feature, we take a look at one of the many shining stars for whom Benjamin District 25 provided a solid educational foundation
and helped lay the roots for blossoming careers.

Sarah Berger is a New York-based reporter covering the savings beat with Bankrate. She authors The Cashlorette blog, where
she makes penny-pinching and personal finance issues relevant and fun for millennials. Covering everything from how to find
frugal fashion on a budget to why millennial Americans should care about the Brexit, Berger draws from challenges she’s faced
living in Manhattan on a budget, making personal finance advice relatable. She previously worked as a breaking news reporter
for the International Business Times in New York.
Family ties:
Parents, Rita and Craig, recently
relocated back to the
Chicagoland area. Younger
brother, Brian, attended
Benjamin schools and currently
is a senior at Indiana University
majoring in recording arts. He
hopes to work for a film or movie
studio after college, and is very
involved with the university’s
student radio station, WIUX.

Education:
She attended Evergreen Elementary School in
(early 2000s), graduated Benjamin Middle

WINTER 2017

School (2007), West
Chicago Community High
School (2011) and
received a bachelor’s
degree in journalism with
a minor in business from
the University of Missouri
(2015).

Golden Memories:
I loved the talent shows!
They were always so
much fun to watch and I
loved participating.
Ms. V (Jennifer Vidic) was my gym teacher. I was
horrifically bad at anything athletic, but she
made class fun and non-intimidating.
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I really enjoyed English classes,
but absolutely despised math--no offense to the amazing and
awesome teachers who teach
math.

How did Benjamin District
25 help prepare me for the
future?
Benjamin did a great job creating
a safe and fun school experience. I
actually looked forward to school
every day. I think that’s made a
difference in my career success.
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What Our Community Says...
Respondent Characteristics
(Phone Surveys = 100 people; Online & paper Surveys = 25 people)

Opinion On Possible Referendum

Grading Benjamin School District 25

Evaluation of Possible Improvements
(Rating range of 5-7 on 7 point scale)

Ben.25 Connect Newsletter Now Accepting Advertising
For advertising information, contact Phillip Ehrhardt, Ed.D., superintendent, at the Benjamin District 25 Administration Services Center at 630-876-7800.
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We’re On Facebook
& Twitter

Mark Your Calendars

FRIEND us on Facebook and FOLLOW
us on Twitter for Benjamin 25 news,
photos and more.

February 13
Board of Education meeting, 7
p.m., Administration Board Room

March 17 & 18
Oklahoma musical,
Benjamin Middle School

February 20
Presidents Day, no school

March 17
Preschool screening, 12:30-2:30
p.m., Evergreen Elementary
School. Call 630-876-7810 for
appointment

February 22 & 23
Benjamin-Evergreen PTA Book
Fair, Evergreen Elementary School

facebook.com/BenjaminDistrict25

Twitter.com@Bendist25

Make The
Communication
Connection!

BeN.25

Building and maintaining open lines of
communication with members of our Benjamin
District 25 family are key ingredients to making a
difference in the lives of the children we serve. A
variety of communication methods are available to
share a compliment, address a question or
communicate a concern to the superintendent.
They include:
Written: Send written communication to the
Administration Service Center,
28W250 St. Charles Road, West Chicago, IL 60185.
Phone: Call 630-876-7800 to speak with
Dr. Ehrhardt, or leave a voice mail message.
E-Mail: Use the address:
pehrhardt@bendist25.org.
Fax: Use the Benjamin District 25 fax line at
630-876-3325 to send your comments to
Dr. Ehrhardt.

February 23
Family Reading Night, Evergreen
Elementary School

March 22
Winter Sports Awards, 6:30 p.m.,
Benjamin Middle School
March 23
3rd & 4th Grade Musical, 7 p.m.
Evergreen Elementary School

March 3
Institute Day, no student
attendance
March 7
Benjamin-Evergreen PTA General
Meeting/Technology Training,
7 p.m., Administration Board
Room
March 13
Board of Education meeting,
7 p.m., Administration Board
Room

April 14
Non-Attendance Day

March 27-31
Spring Break

April 19
Red, White & Beautiful, 6:30 p.m.,
Benjamin Middle School
May 5
Preschool screening, 12:30-2:30
p.m., Evergreen Elementary
School. Call 630-876-7810 for
appointment
May 8
Board of Education meeting,
7 p.m., Administration Board
Room

April 4
Consolidated General
Election

May 12
School Improvement Half-Day
Preschool screening, 12:30-2:30
p.m., Evergreen Elementary
School. Call 630-876-7810 for
appointment

April 10
Board of Education meeting,
7 p.m., Administration Board
Room

May 17
Spring Band & Choir Concert,
6:30 p.m., Benjamin Middle
School

Additional calendar dates may be found on the district website at www.bendist25.org.
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Benjamin District 25’s Ben.25 Connect

community newsletter has been recognized since 2010
with top Awards of Excellence and Awards of Merit by
the Illinois Chapter of the National School Public
Relations Association. The newsletter recently received
national recognition with an honorary mention.

Online: Visit our home page at
www.bendist25.org and don’t forget to LIKE our
Benjamin School District 25 Facebook page.

8th Annual Trivia Night
Saturday, Feb. 25
xHilton Garden Inn, St. Charlesx

Sponsored by the
Benjamin Foundation for
Educational Excellence

Facebook: Visit www.facebook.com/
BenjaminDistrict25 and LIKE the page to
receive periodic news updates from
Benjamin District 25.
Twitter: Follow us at
www.Twitter.com/Bendist25

Please note that because Benjamin District 25
mails its publications by postal route, some
individuals who do not live within Benjamin
District 25 may receive this mailing.
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Board of Education:
Jodi Krause, President
Anna Taylor, Vice President
Vince Engstrom, Secretary
Jack Buscemi
Tammy Mastroianni
Dennis Peterson
Lisa Willuweit
Superintendent:
Dr. Philip M. Ehrhardt
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