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Faith
in Our
Future,
Phase II

A HISTORIC FUNDRAISING
CAMPAIGN for BISHOP LUERS HIGH SCHOOL

P

hase II of Faith in Our Future provides
a clear path for the future of our school
and will bring us closer to the vision set forth
in our long-term strategic plan. Phase II
comprises four major elements of expansion
and enhancement to our school that will
benefit the entire Luers’ community. These
include the construction of a new chapel, a
new performing arts and assembly hall, an
updated media center, and the completion
of improvements to school infrastructure.
Each of these elements is described in
greater detail on the pages that follow.

Full video walk-through available online
www.bishopluers.org/campaign

Chapel of Saint Francis

O

ur current chapel
does not meet our
needs. It is too small
and does not promote
Bishop Luers as a
Catholic community.
Moving the chapel from a small former classroom to the front of
the school will put our Catholic identity front and center. Increasing
the seating in the chapel from 45 to 180 will give our students more
opportunities to practice their faith.

Other Details

Current Media Center will
be moved back towards
the center of the school
Entrance to the chapel will
be in the front lobby
The chapel seats 180
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“I think the chapel is really
important because it needs to
be the FOCAL POINT of our
Catholic identity.”

Performing Arts Assembly Hall

B

ishop Luers lacks large meeting spaces for enrichment activities (e.g.
show choir, dance, cheerleading, plays, etc). For example, many of
our clubs have meetings in the hallways because of high pupil demand
and the subsequent lack of space. This new 4,000 sq. ft. addition to the
cafeteria will help address this challenge.

Other Details

“We need a Performing Arts
Assembly Hall because real estate
at Bishop Luers is ALWAYS
a hot commodity.”

Extends cafeteria toward the parking lot
(4000 sq. ft. addition)
Versatile space that is multi-functional
Seats 300

21st Century Media Center & Library

O

ur current media center is outdated and
not technologically equipped for the next
generation. The new media center will be the
hub for student activity at Bishop Luers. This
flexible space will accommodate our reference
materials and include video technology that
encourages communication and collaboration
with classrooms around the world. This space
will also provide a venue
for our students to hone
their presentation skills.
The updated technology
in the media center will
help us keep pace with
changing technology
and properly prepare
our students for college
and the workforce.
“The current
media center is not
FUNCTIONAL
for large groups of
students.”
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Complete Energy Efficient
Façade Renovation

M

any of the rooms in our building are cold and drafty
and we spend unnecessary money keeping them warm.
Replacing our single pane windows will decrease our long term
heating and cooling expenses.

“There aren’t words
to say how much
money we spend on
heat and air because
some of our windows
are still single pane.”

Campaign Prayer
Father of all gifts, we come before you
in prayer which is both of
thanksgiving and of humble petition.
We ask that you hear us.
Dear God, without Your grace and providence,
our lives would cease to be.
Thank you, Father, for over a half a century
of student and faculty success
at Bishop Luers High School.
Father God, these years have been great
because of your grace.
Now in humble prayer, we ask for
Your continued grace as we launch a
campaign to raise funds for our high school.
We pray that Bishop Luers will always
shine brightly with the radiance of Your love,
that it will always be a sign of hope.
Help us, O’ God, to be generous, and help us
build, expand, and sanctify this place,
where Your love is taught and received.
Please make this financial campaign a
success. With true thankfulness, we ask
you, Father, for this divine assistance through
Jesus, your Son and our Lord. Amen.
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Faith
in Our
Future,
Phase II
We need YOUR help!
We ask that you
prayerfully consider
a five-year pledge
to this effort.

Make a pledge today!
www.bishopluers.org/campaign

A letter from our Principal
Dear Parents and Friends of Bishop Luers,
There is no better career than that of an educator and no
better place to be an educator than Bishop Luers High School!
Every year is unique and filled with great joys and challenges.
This year is no exception. I have thoroughly enjoyed my first
year as principal and can’t wait to see what future years will
bring. One of the best parts of teaching is watching the growth
that occurs as our freshmen grow into men and women before
graduating. This year’s senior class has unique personalities,
different aspirations and goals, and has lived different
experiences. One common thread is that they are all Knights.
As they head off to their next adventure, may they always
remember that “Once a Knight, Always a Knight.”
We welcomed several new staff members, including a
new campus minister, librarian, business manager, assistant
principal, athletic director, and several new teachers. We
ramped up our junior and senior retreats by expecting
all students to attend, and invited NET Ministries for our
sophomore retreats. Whether on the court, the field, the stage,
or in the classroom, we had another great year. Thank you to
all who supported our students this year.
I have said that I have the best job in the world, and it is
true. As a spiritual leader in the school, I pray each day for our
school, our students, and our faculty and staff. I pray for our
benefactors and for God’s will for Bishop Luers High School.
As a team, we all work to prepare our students to be the best
versions of themselves, to be contributing members of society.

We work with our parishes and our
families to pass on the beauty of our
Catholic faith. I cannot begin to tell you
how much I appreciate all of the faculty
and staff at Bishop Luers and the work
they do. As many of them head off to
enjoy their summer and rejuvenate for
a new school year, please keep them
and their families in your prayers.
For many of us, the summer will
keep us hopping. There is much to be done for the next school
year. In addition, we are excited to be able to share plans for
the future of Bishop Luers High School. We have embarked
on a new capital campaign, a campaign that addresses all
aspects of our mission—to help students grow spiritually,
academically, and socially. This campaign is exciting and the
momentum is taking us forward towards a new chapel, a new
media center, a performing arts assembly hall, and the final
stages of our energy efficient façade. Many of our families,
friends, alumni and staff are committed to move Bishop Luers
forward for the next fifty years. We look forward to reaching out
to all of you in an effort to make Phase II of our “Faith in Our
Future” campaign a huge success.
Thank you for a great school year, and may the peace of
Christ be with each of you and your families.
Tiffany Albertson

2015 Co-Valedictorians,
Ellen Robbins
& Erik Woehnker

Ellen Robbins is the eccentric daughter of alumni Mark
and Janice Robbins. After a Christ-centered start at her parish
school, St. Louis Academy, she came to Bishop Luers to
cement her Catholic foundations.
Robbins never played high school sports, instead finding
her niche in peer ministry and the drama department. It was a
wild ride, especially when rehearsals were 6:00 to 10:00 every
night on top of an already demanding class schedule. Even so,
the experience was one she admittedly would not have traded
for the world.
When asked about her future, Robbins said that it looks
fuzzy- not for lack of vision or planning, but because no matter
where she goes, she knows she will be around animals. So
do her horse, dogs,
bichirs, goats, geese…
and the rest of the
menagerie. She plans
to study biology at
the University of Saint
Francis, and hopefully
find a job at an animal
shelter, zoo, preserve,
or other nature-oriented
venue.

Erik Woehnker is the son of
Greg and Wendy Woehnker. He has
a younger brother, Johnny, who is
currently a freshman at Bishop Luers.
Erik attended St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth
School and belongs to St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton parish. While at Bishop Luers,
Erik was involved with Future Business
Leaders of America in which he qualified
for national competition all four years,
was Key Club treasurer, and played
varsity tennis all four years. He served
as team captain of the tennis team his
junior and senior years. During his
senior year, he partnered with his brother, Johnny, to play #1
doubles and was named First Team All-SAC. Erik was also a
Peer Tutor, a member of Model United Nations and a Knight for
Life, attending the National Right to Life March in Washington,
D.C. his sophomore year. Erik was a member of the Math
Academic Super Bowl team for three years, including his senior
year as captain. During his senior year, the team qualified to
compete at the State level. Erik was also nominated by his
teachers and peers to represent Bishop Luers at the DAR
Good Citizen Award Presentation. Outside of school, Erik
enjoys playing tennis with his family and friends, biking, playing
ping pong and listening to music. He is amazed at how quickly
his time at Bishop Luers High School has gone by. One of
Erik’s favorite classes at Bishop Luers has been Probability
and Statistics because of Candy Fridays sponsored by Mrs.
Batuello. This fall, Erik will be attending Purdue University
where he will study Mechanical Engineering.
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The Alumni Board of Bishop Luers High School invites you, THE CLASS OF 2015, and your classmates to attend

The Knight of Farewell and Fun!

Wednesday, July 29, 2015 •

Bishop Luers Courtyard 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Corn Hole Tournament starts at 7:00 p.m. • FREE pizza and snacks!
Enter through the cafeteria door and walk down to the courtyard

The Class of 2015 Meritorious Awards
Allen County Non-Public School Distinguished Student Award.....................
Shayna Coy, Travis Eckert
Central Catholic Alumni Association Award....................................Liz Kuras
DAR Good Citizenship Award................................................ Erik Woehnker
Franciscan Spirit Award................................................... Amanda Rectanus
Ideal Student Award............................................................... Audrey Deiser
Knight of the Renaissance Award......................Isaiah Klotz, Joey Lamping,
Andrew Schenkel
National Merit Commended Scholars.............................Gabrielle Bearman,
Ellen Robbins, Luke Scheer
Serra Club Award........................................... Jonathan Baum, Corinne Zay
Sertoma Award...............................................................................Matt Gigli
Student Rotarian....................................................................... Corinne Zay
U.S. Marine Corps. Scholastic Excellence Award............. Madeline Kriesel,
Chris Heiny

BISHOP LUERS HIGH SCHOOL – TOP TEN SENIORS
Student Name
Gabrielle Bearman
Audrey Deiser
Aubrey Feipel
Jonathan Gladding
Isaiah Klotz
Madeline Kriesel
Ellen Robbins
Luke Scheer
Michael Vankoski
Erik Woehnker

Grade School
Memorial Park MS
St Joseph/St Elizabeth
St Joseph HC
St Joseph HC
St John FW		
St Joseph/St Elizabeth
St Louis Besancon
St Joseph/St Elizabeth
Woodside MS
St Joseph/St Elizabeth
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Parish
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, FW
St. Joseph, FW
St. Joseph, HC
St. Joseph, HC
Heartland Community Church
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, FW
St. Louis, Besancon
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, FW
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, FW
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, FW

The 2015 graduates have
left Bishop Luers behind
and will continue on at ...
Aquinas College
Ava Maria University
Ball State University
Catholic University
Georgia State
Grace College
Hoosier Links (IU)
Indiana State University
Indiana Tech
IPFW
IUPUI
Ivy Tech
Marian University
Marietta College
Navy
Purdue University
Purdue Calumet
St. Joseph College, Rensselaer
Taylor University
Trine University
University of Indianapolis
University of Cincinnati
University of Dayton
University of Indianapolis
University of St. Francis
Vincennes
Wabash
Workforce
Xavier

Our 2015 graduates were offered over
$4.1 million in scholarship money.

Central Catholic Award - Liz Kuras, ‘16

Catholic education is a gift that I have been extremely
grateful for throughout my entire life. I have been blessed to
have attended a Catholic school from kindergarten through
twelfth grade, at Saint John the Baptist Fort Wayne and
Bishop Luers High School. I am beyond thankful that my
parents made the selfless sacrifice of sending me and my
two siblings to a Catholic school our entire lives. Attending
a Catholic school has enabled me to grow academically
and spiritually, instilled values of respect, and has taught
me to keep Jesus Christ at the center of my life.
……The staff at Bishop Luers has helped me develop
academically as well as spiritually in my four years
here……. I am a member of the pro-life prayer club which
prays for an end to abortion. Bishop Luers also has
given me the opportunity to attend the March for Life in
Washington, D.C. my junior and senior year. I also have
had the privilege to become an extraordinary minister of
Holy Communion at our school Masses. Bishop Luers has
given me a chance to increase my faith and spirituality.
……. Attending Bishop Luers has given me a sense of
pride, respect, and most of all, community. I am very proud
to call myself a Knight. At Bishop Luers, we are more
than just a high school. We are truly a family. When I walk
through the hallways, I can feel the Luers Spirit pervading.
Attending Bishop Luers has helped me grow and accept
others differences. I am blessed to go to a school where

Left to Right: Leanne Oddou Mensing, Liz Kuras,
MaryLou Thieme Morris, and Martin Tierney
our differences are not only respected, but celebrated.
From the first day of my freshman year to today, I have felt
welcomed into the Bishop Luers family.
As I conclude my senior year at Bishop Luers, I look back
with gratitude on my time here. Attending a Catholic school
is so much more than the academic aspect. Attending
Bishop Luers, as our mission statement explains, has
instilled dignity, integrity, respect, and responsibility that I
will carry with me throughout life. My Catholic education has
served as a model for the ways in which I will continue my
life with moral values, faith, and God at the forefront.
~This is a portion of the essay Liz wrote when she applied
for the Central Catholic Scholarship.

The best of what we have lived
We defend and protect
our legacies because
they are truly the

I am convinced
that the greatest

Legacy

we
can leave our children
are happy memories:
those precious
moments so much like
pebbles on the beach
that are plucked from
the white sand and
placed in tiny boxes that lay undisturbed on tall shelves until
one day they spill out and time repeats itself, with joy and
sweet sadness, in the child now an adult.
~ Og Mandino

What is a legacy?
A legacy is something that is handed down, passed on, or
left behind or remains from a previous generation or time.
Legacy, is generally used in reference to something
powerful or something high in value. When discussing
legacy in terms of the individual, we often consider it to be
the valuable and favorable things we choose to share with
future generations. Our legacies are often reflected in hard
work, commitment, dedication to a mission and, most of all,
love.

best of what we
have lived. They

are representations or
embodiments of our
happy memories and
cherished traditions.
They are the things
that we choose for our
children and our children’s children.
This year we had 43 students whose parents walked down
the very same halls as their children did. As the class of 2015
walked across the stage at graduation, they wore a red,
black, and white cord that identified them as legacy students!
Thank you, alumni of Bishop Luers High School, for
considering Bishop Luers’ education to be part of your
children’s legacy. Your inclusion of Bishop Luers into your
legacy solidifies the credibility of our mission and values.
The
you have made in our school is a
clear indicator of the high level of respect, commitment and
love present throughout all of the Luers family.

investment

We are the light of the world

All good men and women must take responsibility to create legacies that will
take the next generation to a level we could only imagine. ~ Jim Rohn
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Alumni Spotlight
- William R. McManus
William (Billy) Richard McManus, class of 2011,
graduated Summa Cum Laude from Wabash
College

Bail Scholarship
Recipients

Grace Everett, ‘16 and
Michael Palmer, ‘16
The Philip G. Bail, Sr. and
Katherine D. Bail Ambassador
scholarships are awarded to a
male and female junior student
who possess exuberant, inclusive
personalities, outstanding moral
character, have demonstrated
leadership in extracurricular
activities (at Bishop Luers and/
or in the greater Fort Wayne
community) and who best
exemplify demonstrated excellence
in academic performance,
intellectual curiosity and academic
inquisitiveness. These scholarships
have been made possible by Rick
Bail, class of ‘73, in honor of his
parents, Philip and Katherine Bail.

Accolades: Billy McManus,’11, was one of
the featured speakers at the Commencement
in keeping with a long-standing Wabash
tradition. He majored in biology and minored
in chemistry. McManus was a Honor Scholar
recipient and George Lewis Mackintosh Fellow.
He was initiated into Phi Beta Kappa as a junior
and received Distinction on Comprehensive
Exams. McManus received the Ernest G.
Carscallen Prize in Biology, the Lewis Salter
His picture: the display in front
Memorial Award, the Eliot Churchill Williams
of him is 250 red roses – given to
Undergraduate Prize in Biology, and the Fertig
graduates after they receive their
Prize in Freshman Writing. In addition to serving diplomas. Portions of this article were
as vice president of the Global Health Initiative,
taken from the Wabash College
he has been active in the Biology and Prewebsite. www.wabash.edu
Health Societies, and is a member of Beta Beta
Beta, Biology National Honor Society; Sigma
Tau Delta, English National Honor Society; and the Newman Center. McManus
founded the Great Books Society and was a Writing Center tutor. He carried out
independent study research in the labs of Dr. David Polley and Dr. Wally Novak
and was named an Amgen Scholar conducting biomedical research at Washington
University in St. Louis. In addition to his numerous achievements in the classroom,
the Indianapolis Alumni Student-Athlete Award winner and NCAA Student-Athlete
Advisory Committee member is a three-time NCAA Academic All-American in cross
country, competed four times at the NCAA Cross Country National Championships,
received the Jeremy Robert Wright Award for excellence in leadership and character,
and was twice awarded the Birk Badge of Honor for most dedicated runner. He is
a four-year varsity letter winner in both cross country and track. McManus received
the Scholar-Athlete Award, the 2014 Indoor MVP and NCAC Outstanding Distance
Athlete in track and field. He competed on 10 NCAC Championship Teams and two
NCAA Regional Champions.
His speech at Wabash College Commencement: McManus used the idea of
reality quilts – everything an individual has ever experienced is on display – to stress
that new encounters can be beautiful for all and to see the essential meaning of such
meetings. “To reduce or ignore stories for reasons of politics, confusion, or apathy
is to ignore the knowledge that they offer, knowledge that is vital to confronting the
social problems that underlie them,” McManus said. “This is still the sickness of our
society today: an unwillingness to accept that there may be more than one valid way
of seeing the world. In the end, we’ll find that fulfillment lies not in how much money
we can make, or how many networking connections we string together, but in how
well we are able to understand other people in a way that appreciates the vivid,
intricate, messy realities that each person lives in.”

The Development Committee is
hoping to get 100% enrollment
for the "Rewards for Education"
Kroger card. The last check Bishop
Luers received from Kroger was
$1697.67. This went towards
Catholic Identity and Professional
Development at Luers. The next
quarterly check in July will be utilized
for Safety and Security at Bishop
Luers High School. Visit our link on
the Bishop Luers website or go to
krogercommunityrewards.com.

Billy’s perspective on Bishop Luers, his faith life and his time at Wabash
College: The main way that Luers prepared me well for college was that I
encountered many teachers who loved working with students and who seemed
personally invested in helping motivated students learn and succeed. Also, the
improvement that I experienced while running at Luers enabled me to have an
impact on Wabash’s competitive and successful running teams early on in my
collegiate career, which set me up for a great team experience during my four years.
My faith has certainly been important to me during my time at Wabash. Wabash
was more diverse than Luers in terms of faith backgrounds of both students and
faculty, so it was a rewarding experience to be challenged on matters of faith and to
see how others arrive at their beliefs. I learned how to practice and exhibit my faith
in a way that was not belittling or dismissive of other people, while still remaining
open on matters of faith. Luers gave me a strong education and foundation in my
faith, while Wabash helped me realize how people of diverse backgrounds can have
constructive conversations of faith and celebrate the aspects of faith that we share in
common.
Billy is the son of Dr. Michael and Mary McManus, class of 1974.
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“Run with the KNIGHTS” 5K/10K
Thank you to everyone who
made this race possible!
Shirt Sponsors
Brent, ‘06 and Katie Egts
Coney Island
Country Court Estates, Inc.
Dennis L. Rorick
Fort Wayne Outfitters and Bike Depot
Ft. Wayne Cardiology
Indiana Tech
Life Financial
NE Chiropractic Center
Printmaster, LLC
Rainbow Furniture
Ross Restoration
Subway
Wings, Etc.
Yoder Rahrig Family Dentistry
Event Sponsors
Trophy Center Plus
Snacks - Gordons Food Service, Kroger,
Pepperidge Farm
Cookies -- Waynedale Bakery,

Thank you to all of our volunteers
www.bishopluers.org

10K First place male – Mason Gray, 44.35.7
Second place male – Simon Derloshon, 46.34.5
Third place male – Steve Vankoski, 46.41.8
First place female – Angie Derloshon, 47.46.7
Second place female – Aggie Pryor, 49.15.5
Third place female – Maureen Randall, 53.14.7
5K First place female – Izabella Henschen, 22.10.1
First place male – Cody White, 15.49
Female Masters – Suzanne Stephen, 23.58.7
Male Masters – Jerry Williams, Jr., 18.46.1
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LuersKnight April 17, 2015
Congratulations to the four raffle winners
John Heine
$5000
Kay Jaurique $3000

Richard Dilling
Connolly’s Corporation

$1000
$1000

Thank you from the LuersKnight Committee!
Thank you to the many student volunteers who helped serve
guests, greet and valet park at LuersKnight!
Thank you to the parent volunteers who assisted with carry out,
chance sales, cash out, set up, clean up and valet
parking for LuersKnight!
Thank you to Matt Gigli for his amazing speech.
Thank you to the band and choir for their beautiful renditions.

2015 LuersKnight
Corporate Sponsors

Thank you!

Student Speaker
- Matt Gigli
Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. My
name is Matthew Gigli and I am currently a
senior. Bishop Luers has been a great fit for
me these past four years. I knew I was going
to be attending Bishop Luers since I could
crawl. Both my parents went to this school
and 70 of my aunts, uncles, cousins, and
siblings have attended Bishop Luers, dating
all the way back to 1965. I remember sitting in the stands watching my
cousin play football when I was 4 years old, just hoping that one day I could
be a Bishop Luers student. My mom used to take me in a stroller to the
basketball games so I could watch my uncle coach the team. I knew the
fight song by the 4th grade and always dreamed of being a football player
on the Bishop Luers team.

DePuy Fort Wayne
Connolly’s Do It Best
D.O. McComb and Sons
Hall’s Restaurants
Lombardo Chiropractic
Midwest Pipe and Steel
OMSA / Dr. Mike Stronczek
Orthopedics Northeast / Dr. John Pritchard
Rob and Jill Forte / Children’s Autism Center
Shawnee Construction and Engineering
Summit Consultants

Thank you! …..
Thank you to all who attended and donated
to LuersKnight 2015. You efforts assisted in
making this a spectacular year. LuersKnight
2015 raised over $140,000 for tuition
assistance! Thank you for your support!

To read the rest of Matt Gigli’s speech, visit our website at
www.bishopluers.org. Click on Development

In God’s Infinite Wisdom
He has called home
Since the last publication of the Knight News, the
Development Office has received word of the
following deaths. Please notify us as you hear
about other deceased alumni and friends of Luers.
Bishop Luers
Mike Robertson, ‘77
Central Catholic
Ricky Spallone, ‘71
Roberta C. Bishop
Thomas John Truemper, ‘76
Larry Wayne Feichter
Frank Lombardo
Friends of Luers
Ken Luegring
Pat Bruggeman
Patrick “Lee” Davis
Horace M. “Dyk” Dykhuizen
Bernard J. Beier, Sr.
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Summer Camp Information
All camps held
at Bishop Luers High School
LINEMAN CAMP - JUNE 22-25
GIRLS BASKETBALL - JULY 13-16
DANCE - JUNE 24-26
VOLLEYBALL - JULY 6-7
SHOW CHOIR CAMP - AUGUST 4-7
FOOTBALL CAMP - JULY 20-23

For more information and registration
forms go to www.bishopluers.org

2014-2015
Thank
You!

2014-2015
Annual Fund
Annual Fund
Donations
Donations
by Class Year
by Class Year
Year

#

1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2011

15
14
2
8
15
18
20
17
14
14
10
16
20
14
13
19
16
12
9
13
11
4
13
1
4
3
3
7
2
5
1
4
6
2
3
1
6
3
4
5
2
1
3
1
1
4
3

Amount
$1250
$2975
$300
$1025
$2410
$2280
$2121
$3400
$2370
$4475
$950
$1040
$1540
$2225
$12,800
$2395
$4435
$2000
$1005
$1705
$2055
$500
$1100
$50
$325
$1020
$600
$650
$950
$450
$300
$600
$960
$200
$150
$125
$440
$250
$150
$350
$350
$50
$100
$25
$75
$90
$75

On behalf of Bishop Luers,

Alumni Department Greetings!

Dear alumni, parents and friends of Bishop Luers High School,

Once again we are overwhelmed by the tremendous show of support this past year. Thank
you to everyone who has volunteered, participated, and sponsored Luers events. Thank you
to those who made a donation to the school, helped on a committee and prayed for Luers’
successes. It is because of your support and willingness to help that we are able to continue to
grow, cultivate and develop in our work at Bishop Luers. This year we spent a lot of time working
on the Capital Campaign. As tiring and tedious as a campaign can be, we have met many new
people, and have had the opportunity to build a stronger relationship with others.
In March, we traveled to Chicago to meet with our alumni who live in the Windy City. It was
nice to connect with them and share Bishop Luers good news. In August, we will take our
development team to Indianapolis to spend time with our Indy alum.
We are privileged to have many of our alumni’s children attend Bishop Luers High School.
At graduation, they wore a red, black and white cord to identify them as legacy students.
As the school year comes to an end, our days in the office will become quieter. We will miss the
kids, but we have much work to do as the future of Bishop Luers gets brighter and our campaign
momentum grows. We are excited about the capital campaign and all of its components. This is
truly a historical moment. If you would like to help on a committee, learn more about an event or
sponsorships, contact the Development Office at 260-456-1261 ext. 3142.

Have a wonderful and safe summer!

Sincerely,

Kathy Skelly
Development Director

Melissa Hire, ’84
Alumni Director

Sarah Shank
Alumni Director

2015 Reunions

1965 – 50th class reunion is planned for Saturday, August 22, 2015 from 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.

at Parkview Field in the 400 Club. The cost is $50/person and includes a dinner buffet, beer, wine, soft
drinks and a cash bar. Class contact persons are Ken Hensch, kenaesthetic@aol.com and Anita Gildea,
616-0058, and Marilyn Groves Kelker, jameskelker@gmail.com. Some names of missing classmates
include: Linda Smith (Dahm), Henry Little, Sandra Clausen (Kern), Pam Haines, Patricia Miller, Marilyn
Mills (Wilson), Ann Johns (Gilliland), Carol Brewer (Fox), Diane Kennedy (Hixson), Janice Fendel
(Dohner), Jeff Neff, Jan Kissinger, Donald Green, Sharon Morgan, Phyllis McCall. New class website:
http://www.bishopluers65.com for all the details. Register now for a grand night with our Knights! It just
won’t be the same without you there!

1970 – 45th class reunion is planned for Saturday, October 3, 2015 from 6 p.m. – 11 p.m.

at The Lodge at Coyote Creek Golf Club, 4935 Hillegas Road, Fort Wayne. The cost is $35/person and
includes BBQ Buffet and a cash bar. Class contact is Greg Gemmill at gmg1@charter.net

1975 – 40th class reunion is planned for Saturday, September 19, 2015. A golf outing will be held

at 1 p.m. at Foster Park (email Ted Rudny, krudd1@sbcglobal.net to reserve a spot). The reunion will be
held that evening at Fort Wayne Sports Club at 7 p.m. The cost is $30/person and includes Casa dinner,
beer, wine and a cash bar. Class contacts are Greg Mauch gmauch@canterburyschool.org, Lisa Ineman
Oberlin lao7557@yahoo.com (413-7883) or Mike and Barb Slater barbslater03@gmail.com (486-5566).

1980 – 35th class reunion is planned for Saturday, September 19, 2015 at Phoenix Restaurant
& Bar - Downtown Fort Wayne. Time and details TBA. Contact person is Matt Fabina
MattFabina1@gmail.com (260-402-6706).

1985 – 30th class reunion is planned for Saturday, September 19, 2015.

Golf begins at 8 a.m.
at Brookwood (email John Sturm at JSturm@fele.com to reserve a spot). Mass will be held at 5 p.m.
at Most Precious Blood Catholic Church and the reunion celebration will be from 7 p.m. – 11 p.m. at the
bowling alley at Most Precious Blood. The cost is $25/person. Class contact is John Jenkins
john.jenkins@bhemail.com.

1990 – 25th
1995 – 20th class reunion is planned for Saturday, July 18, 2015 at Bishop Luers.
Class contact person is Lisa Bottone Schenkel lisa.schenkel@hotmail.com.

2000 – 15th
2005 – 10th class reunion is planned for Saturday, July 11, 2015 at Parkview Field in the

centerfield picnic area at 6 p.m. The cost is $30/adult, $17/child age seven and under and includes game
admission, a buffet style meal, and drink tickets. Payment is appreciated by June 24. Class contact
person is Laura Booker, 260-609-3567 or BookerL@daytonastate.edu.

2010 – 5th class reunion is planned for Wednesday, November 25, 2015 at Kahunaz from 8 p.m.

– 11 p.m. (above Crazy Pinz on Lima road). Class contacts are Erin Conroy, conrem02@gmail.com and
Michael Welling, michael.welling@orrfellowship.org.

1980, 1990, 2000 still need a class contact to organize your reunion. Please call the Development
Office if you need some assistance. 260-456-1262 x 3039.
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Alumni Knight News And Notes
Class of 1971

Katy Schmoll retired as of May 1, 2015, after 17 years as Vice
President for Finance and Administration and CFO for the University
Corporation for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colorado. Katy
went to Boulder after 20 years in the Washington D.C. area. While
there, she held a number of positions with NASA, and her last
job was an Assistant Associate Administrator. Katy then became
the Comptroller for the Environmental Protection Agency for four
years. For the first time, Katy was married on May 30, 2015! She
exclaimed, “It is exciting and terrifying at the same time!”

Class of 1976

Anne Connolly received the “Alumni Achievement Award” from
St. Mary’s College, Notre Dame, Indiana. Anne is a Pediatric
Neurologist who has been doing research, teaching, and clinical care
in the field of Pediatric Neuromuscular Disorders for the last 25-30
years. She works at Washington University School of Medicine in St.
Louis and is a professor of Neurology and Pediatrics.

Class of 1980

Matt Fabina, Class of 1980, retired after a 28 year career as a
Supervisory Special Agent with the Internal Revenue Service
- Criminal Investigation. Matt conducted multiple investigations
throughout his career and specialized in computer forensics. He
supervised the New York and Boston Field Offices for the Electronic
Crimes Division and a Chicago Field Group. He traveled throughout
the United States on various assignments including providing
security for the NATO 50th Anniversary. He has now started the
consulting practice of Fraud Detection & Investigation, Inc. utilizing
the investigative skills he acquired during his career.

Class of 2000

Ryan Thomas was married to Annemieke Rice on May 30, 2015 at
St. Mark’s Catholic Church, in Buffalo, NY. They honeymooned in
Italy.

Class of 2005

Colin Brodmerkel is currently an Infantry Captain with the 1st
Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division at Fort Carson,
Colorado. Last month, he relinquished Command of an Infantry
Company to take a second Command of a Headquarters Company.
Each Company has approximately 160-200 soldiers and will both
be a combined time of 24 months in Command. Right now, they
are preparing for a one month field rotation at the National Training
Center in Fort Irwin, California this fall.

Class of 2008

Kristi O’Brien participated in her first LPGA tournament at Kingsmill
in May 2015.
Paula Zoch and Reid Freiburger welcomed a baby boy, Sullivan
Reid Freiburger, on April 18, 2015.

Class of 2011

MoMo Lamping has been cast at The Round Barn Theater Amish
Acres for the 2015 season. She will be performing in Plain and
Fancy, Grease, Mary Poppins, Anything Goes, Harvey and The Diary
of Anne Frank. The shows run from the
end of May through January.
Michael Ryan is currently deployed as
a naval aircrewman/rescue swimmer
with the HS-11 Dragonslayers Helicopter
Squadron aboard the aircraft carrier USS
Theodore Roosevelt. The Roosevelt is
deployed supporting Operation Inherent
Resolve strike operations in Iraq and Syria.

Class of 2012

Brooke Ridley, a University of Saint Francis junior, has been named
to the 2015 NAIA Championship All-Tournament
Team. Ridley was an all-tournament second
team selection after she averaged 19.7 points
in three games, finished with 59 points, led the
tournament in blocked shots with nine, and
averaged 9.7 rebounds leading the Lady Cougars
to the Elite 8 level for the third year in a row. She
scored an NAIA Championship career high 25
points and tied her career high for rebounds
with 14 in USF’s opening round win over 25thranked Southwestern (Kan.) College. Her five blocked shots against
Southwestern is a USF record in NAIA Championship games. The
5-foot-10 forward has six NAIA Championship double-doubles in 11
games, a 15.9 scoring average, a 9.8 rebounds average and a .543
shooting percentage. Ridley has scored in double figures in 10 NAIA
Championship games.

Class of 2013

Joe Leja finished T6 in the Crossroads League Tournament to be
named All-League. His team won the championship and traveled to
Daytona Beach for Nationals. They played at LPGA International.
Joe got his fourth hole in one with a 5 iron on the 13th hole at
Glendarin Hill GC!

Class of 2014

Haley Stronczek has earned
a position on the Notre Dame
Cheer Squad!
Share your news! Weddings,
promotions, job changes, deaths,
awards, new children, mission
trips, etc.! Email Sarah Shank at
sshank@bishopluers.org

2015 Golf Outing Registration • Join us on Saturday, August 29, 2015 • Brookwood • 1:00pm
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$75/person ______ $60 under 21 _______ $35 SuperTicket ________ $150 sponsor _______ Total amt. enclosed: $_________

If you don’t have a foursome, we are happy to pair you.

Checks need to be made payable to: BLHS Golf Outing • Questions? Contact: Melissa Hire at mhire@bishopluers.org or Sarah Shank
at sshank@bishopluers.org
(260) 456-1261
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our website
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More information on the back cover of this magazine or on Bishop Luers website www.bishopluers.org

cks need to be made payable to: BLHS Golf Outing • Questions? Contact: Melissa
Hire
at mhire@bishopluers.org
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School News
Vocations Day All School Mass – Alumnus, Deacon Jonathan Norton, ‘00

Deacon Jonathan
was ordained June 6,
2015 at the Cathedral
of the Immaculate
Conception in
Fort Wayne.

Bishop Luers had the privilege to welcome Fr. Andrew Budzinski, Fr. Bill Sullivan, ‘64, Fr. Ben
Muhlenkamp and Deacon Jonathan Norton, Class of 2000, at our Vocations Day all school Mass on
May 11, 2015. It was a special surprise for our students to listen to alumnus Deacon Norton preach
the homily. While Deacon attended Bishop Luers, he played football and was on the team that won
the State Championship in 1999. During his homily he referenced the amount of grind, grit and
sacrifice that it took to win a state championship title. He challenged Luers students to be holy and do
everything they do for the glory of God. Deacon stated that it isn’t always easy to be a holy Christian
in a world full of materialism. He challenged our students to be holy by using the same grind and
grit that they have learned/used at Bishop Luers in sports, show choir, or in the classroom. Deacon
told them the Holy Spirit is their advocate. He expressed, “Heaven is more joyful and amazing than
winning a state title, because heaven is eternal love, peace and joy. God desires for us to be with Him
in heaven, and provides us His only Son, the one who leads us to heaven, eternal victory. Each of us
has a part to play in the plan of salvation. Our vocation is the special mission He has assigned each of
us.” After his homily, you could have heard a pin drop! Everyone was listening!

Academic Super Bowl
Congratulations to Bishop Luers Academic Super Bowl
Teams! The Math, English, Social Studies and Fine Arts
Teams placed 1st at Area. The Science and Inter Disciplinary
teams placed second. Bishop Luers was named 1st in Class
C! Congratulations to Julia Andorfer, Jon Baum, Gabrielle
Bearman, Eileen Bond, Margaret Cicchiello, Grace Everett,
Isaiah Fisher, Carolina Garcia, Jon Gladding, Chris Heiny,
Katie Justice, Isaiah Klotz, Jacob Schall, Luke Scheer,
Andrew Schenkel, Sebastian Skordos, James Slocum,
Jimmy Sturm, Erik Woehnker, and Makenna Zwick.
Bishop Luers High School Academic Super Bowl was
recognized as one of the Top 10 teams among Indiana
Academic Super Bowls!
The Academic Super Bowl Math team went to STATE in
May, 2015. Sebastian Skordos, Erik Woehnker, Gabrielle
Bearman and Luke Scheer were members of the team and
placed fourth.

Art News
Bishop Luers junior
art student, Ronnie
Archuletta, won a
Scholastic National
Gold Key award –
national winners
represent the top
1% of the 300,000
entries. Ronnie’s work
will hang in Parsons
New School for Design along with the other national winners.
Ronnie has also earned an ASAP Award to attend a three
week camp at Cranbrook Academy of Art this summer where
he will be working on product design with expert instructors.
Interesting fact: The awards originated in 1923 and past
winners including Andy Warhol, Frances Farmer, Sylvia Plath,
Truman Capote, Richard Avedon, and Joyce Carol Oates and
many others.

AP Biology & Anatomy classes – Visit BioMet!
On April 27, 2015, Ms. Briggs, Bishop Luers Anatomy and
AP Biology teacher, took her students to BioMet in Warsaw,
IN. They took a tour of the facility and were able to see
several labs. The first lab they toured was the Saw Bones
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lab where they learned about the parts that go into a hip
replacement. Physicians spend time in this lab practicing
sawing before they perform hip surgery on humans. The
students were able to touch the hip parts and drill into the
fake bones! As they toured the Wet lab, they saw cadavers.
In this lab, legs and shoulders are cut open to study the
joints. The students who participated found the field trip to be
“amazing!”

Foreign Language Department
France Trip 2016!
CALLING ALL ADVENTURERS!! We are going to France in
July 2016! We will be starting in Paris, then taking the bullet
train down to the south of France where we will spend time in
Provence, and travel along the coast of the Mediterranean. We
will see the Eiffel Tower, the Louvre, the Palace of Versailles,
pray in Notre Dame Cathedral, have a French cooking lesson,
learn to play Petanque, visit Roman ruins, tour a French perfume
factory, and spend a day in Monaco. It is the trip of a lifetime
and all students and alumni are welcome!! REGISTER NOW
for the discounted rate. Installment payments are an option!
Early registration discount ends July 1. For more information
on the trip, contact Carrie Bubb at cbubb@bishopluers.org.

IU Foreign Language Honors Program
The following students have been accepted to the IU Honors
Program in Foreign Languages this summer and will be
spending the summer in France or Chile, taking classes with
IU Instructors and living with a host family for seven weeks!
This is a very competitive program with an extremely rigorous
application process. It is a GREAT BIG DEAL that these kids
were accepted. In fact, every Luers student who applied was
accepted. That is EXCEPTIONAL and we are very excited for
these kids!
Name
Language Studied
Alexandra Broom
French
Shelby Gillenwater French
Emily Klepper
French
Isabelle Stanley
French
Abigail Jones
French
Dana Baldus
Spanish

Results
A
A
A
A
I-A
A

Program Site
Brest
Brest
Saumur
St. Brieuc
St. Brieuc
Vina del Mar

- Carrie Bubb
World Language Teacher and Moderator of French Club

Athletic News
Boys Golf – 2015

SAC Conference Champion – Connor Nix
ALL-SAC Conference Team – Caleb Kroft, Connor Nix, and Ben
Reuille
We had a really strong team this year, one of the two best Bishop
Luers teams in the past decade!
- Coach Tom O’Brien

Girls Tennis - All SAC

2015 golf team: Conner Nix, Andy Mauch, Caleb Kroft, Luke
Scheiber, Andrew Schenkel, Ben Reuille, Isaac Morken, Will
Pape, Max Pyle, Andrew Albertson, Noah Brown, Ben Blomeke.

Congratulations to Coach Jerry Rahrig, ‘81 and tennis players,
Maddie Strack, Katie Klinger and Kayla Knapke on your SAC
Honors!
2nd Team Singles - Kayla Knapke
1st Team Doubles - Maddie Strack & Katie Klinger

Girls Track - Regional Qualifiers

Congratulations to these student athletes on their
accomplishments at the Sectional track meet. Katie
Prendergast - Sectional Champion in the discus. Amanda
Rectanus also qualified for Regionals in the discus and the
shot put. Isabella Case qualified in the pole vault.

Baseball – 2015

1st Team – Mike Vankoski
2nd Team – Korrie Griggs and Noah Hoeffel
Honorable mention – Travis Eckert and Tyler Prince

Softball – 2015

1st Team – Carolina Garcia, Lexi Sheridan, and Emma Wolfe
2nd Team – Haleigh Devido
Honorable mention – Dana Boretzky and Kathryn Knapke

Bishop Luers High School College Signings
Andrew Baehl
Shayna Coy
Aubrey Feipel
Devin Fritz
Joey Lamping
Contrell McCarter
Amanda Rectanus
Solomone Smith
Corinne Zay

St. Joseph’s College
Football
Purdue University – Calumet Soccer
Grace College
Soccer
Indiana Tech
Track
University of Indianapolis
Football
Marian University
Football
University of Saint Francis
Track
Marian University
Football
Ava Maria University Cross Country

Contrell McCarter and
Solomone Smith

Drew Baehl

Shayna Coy

Joey Lamping

Bishop Luers ... faculty and staff ... taking a new direction!
Good bye to the following faculty and staff as you begin a new adventure!
Janet Abbott, guidance secretary; Matt Lazzaro, business; Kelly Leland, math; John Main, history;
Tyler McAtee, religion; Leo Procise, biology; and Karen Stine, guidance. Thank you for your hard
work and dedication to Bishop Luers High School. You will be missed. May God be with you.
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2015-2016 Upcoming Events • All are welcome
June
19-20 Annual Luers Loot Sale from 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
August
19 All School Mass at 9:30 a.m.
29 Alumni and Friends Golf Outing at Brookwood Golf Course
September
4 Honors Awards Program at 9:30 a.m.
18 Homecoming
23 Sophomore Grandparents Day - Mass at 9:30 a.m.
October
2 Walk-a-thon / Prayer Service
2 Corn Hole Tournament
10,11 Fall Play
16 All School Mass - Junior Grandparents Mass & Mingle
18 Ladies Luncheon
November
18 Open House at 6:30 p.m.
22 Turkey Trot at Columbia Street West
23 Thanksgiving Mass - Senior Grandparents Mass & Mingle
December
4,5,6 Christmas Play
8 Immaculate Conception Mass at 9:30 a.m.
8 Freshman Grandparents Mass & Mingle
9 Christmas Concert at 7:00 p.m.
11 Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration
14 Advent Prayer Service at 9:30 a.m.

KEEP US INFORMED! If you have moved or changed any important information, contact Melissa Hire at mhire@bishopluers.org. If you have a story,

recentlyLUERS
married, promotions,
graduations,
community service, contact Sarah Shank at sshank@bishopluers.org. or call (260) 456-1261 x 3039.
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