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Dear Alumni and Parents,
Forty-four years ago I entered Miss Curry’s first grade class and started my formal learning experience here at St.
Irenaeus. Coming back has brought a wealth of wonderful memories. It has been such fun reconnecting with many of you
who also sat in these classrooms and shared this playground. Thank you to all of the alumni and parents who have
stopped in to say hello and check in on what is going on at St. I.
A lot has changed over the years, but many things remain the same. The teachers are as dedicated as ever, the students are
working hard on their studies, the parents are involved and active with the various committees, and the priests and sisters
are always present leading by example. There is a wonderful sense of community here at St. I for which we are all
grateful.
The Stewardship program has grown over the years, and each student has an important role in serving their community. It
is such a blessing watching the children look outside of themselves and towards serving others. Students in the upper
grades are paired with a younger student and meet with them at least once per week for mass or to share an activity. The
older students are setting a wonderful example for their little buddies. All students are serving their parish by making
prayer and Mass cards that are distributed to the parishioners. They are serving their local communities through donations
to the local senior centers, HOPE, and special children and families in need. They are looking outside of their
communities to the world’s needs, working with the American Heart Association, UNICEF and Catholic Charities on
various fundraisers and activities. What I am most impressed with is that the students are contributing their own time,
talents and treasures for their projects, not just looking to Mom and Dad for the resources. I can truly see that here are St.
Irenaeus we are raising a group of students who will go out and make the world a better place.
We are also looking forward to the challenges that lie ahead. When I was a student here there were over 650 students, and
that was without a kindergarten. Today we have 312 students, and plenty of room for growth. We will be starting a
Transitional Kindergarten in the fall, and adding classes wherever possible to accommodate as many families that would
like their child to receive a quality Catholic education. We also continue to enhance our technology program, which will
require some work to our infrastructure. We are moving forward to prepare our students to be 21 st century learners.
We are very grateful for our alumni and parents who have been so generous over the years. Please know that your
contributions are used to help enhance the learning environment for all of our students. I encourage all alumni to think
back on the years that they attended St. Irenaeus and the strong foundation they received, both spiritually and
academically, and to consider making a donation to help support our St. Irenaeus students. Your prayers and support are
always welcome.
I hope you enjoy reading about our alumni and former faculty members. Remember that you are
always welcome to stop by and say hello.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Monica (St. Hilaire) Hayden
St. Irenaeus Class of 1977
Principal
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Alumni News
Margaret Digiacinto
Margaret Digiacinto, affectionately know at St. Irenaeus as Mrs. “D,” guided and
taught many students since the start of our school 50 years ago. She is now
enjoying her well deserved years of retirement in an active senior community in
Redwood City in Northern California. Her family, including grandchildren and
great-grandchildren, are a very important part of her life. Recently she had the
opportunity to view our school’s 50th Anniversary DVD. She thoroughly enjoyed
the wonderful “walk down memory lane” and was delighted to see all the
wonderful people and events that continue to make St. Irenaeus such a special
school community. During her years at St. I, Mrs. “D” was a classroom teacher at
several grade levels, Vice Principal, and Development Coordinator. We are all
very grateful for her many years of commitment and dedication to our school.

Peterson Wedding
On a beautiful day last August, two St. Irenaeus
alumni were married in an outdoor ceremony in
Santa Barbara. Justin Peterson and Lauren
Bradbury, Class of 2001, included many other
alumni in their wedding party. In this picture
from left to right are: Arrand Northrop, Ryan
Campbell, Lauren and Justin, and Kevin Lembke
all 2001 St. Irenaeus graduates.
Other members of the wedding party included:
Allison Jonas ‘01, Eileen Jonas ‘97, Chad
Peterson ‘03, Zachary Peterson ‘07, Andrew
O’Hara ‘03, and Anthony Hangartner ‘00.

Class of 1994 Reunion
Save the date! The Class of 1994 is planning a reunion on Saturday, June 21, 2014 at 6:00pm.
André Valenzuela and Shawn Mills are organizing a gathering of members of the Class of 1994 at
St. Irenaeus’ Fiesta this summer. Their gathering is in the planning stages via Facebook.
Contact information can be emailed to alumni@stischoolcypress.org.
Watch the parish bulletin for updates on this gathering.
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Alumni News
Dave Williams
Dave Williams, former St. Irenaeus Physical Education Teacher, was in
California over the Thanksgiving holiday and had a chance to meet up with
some friends from St. Irenaeus.
Dave currently resides in Utah with his wife Melissa and his 3 children. Dave
came to St. Irenaeus in 1991 and besides teaching P.E., he also coached many
after school sports teams. During his years at St. Irenaeus he coached the Girls
A Softball Team, and the Boys A and B Football and Basketball Teams.
In the mid 90’s he
organized a Boys C
Basketball
Team
comprised of 3rd and
4th grade boys. They
competed with teams
from a few of the
surrounding
parish
schools. This allowed
the boys to learn the
basic skills so they
would be prepared for
the school teams in
their future years. He
devoted many years to
the athletic program at
St. Irenaeus before
moving to Utah in
2006.
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School’s Annual Dinner & Auction

Our school will be hosting a dinner, dance, and auction entitled, “Technology At Your Fingertips,” on Friday, May 2, 2014, from 6-11pm at the Eagle’s Nest Clubhouse located at the Navy
Golf Course in Cypress. This year’s event will raise funds for technology advancements at the
school, including new computers, laptops, and hand-held devices for teachers and
students. Why not reserve a table for your graduating class?
Call Lisa Sambrano at 714-827-4500 ext. 130 for more details.
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Eagles to Jester Award
Last year the alumni of St. Joseph High School came
together to create a new award for girls in the 8th
grade at St. Irenaeus who were entering St. Joseph
High School. What started as small contributions
from St. Irenaeus moms blossomed to include
alumni completely unrelated to St. Irenaeus!
This “jester” of goodwill is meant to defray the cost
of uniforms or books for the girls, relieving some of
this financial burden on parents. More importantly,
the idea was to show the love in a small way to the
little sisters from their big sisters and to invite them
into the traditions of their new school. They will be
filled with “love, hope, and zeal,” the St. Joseph
motto.
We would like to thank Anastasia Cocca ‘05, Carrie
Gilbert ‘01, Mary Rubio Machado ‘82, Alicia Soares
Kruizenga ‘91, Reina Frasier Staats ‘90, Jackie
Carey Wilson ‘82, Deena Guthrie Barnes ‘83, Cathy
Gonzalez Pasquinelli ‘87, Maryann Haskell May
‘87, Shannon Wachner Hunter ‘81, Laura Olivos
Greene ‘89, Maggie Rubio Craig ‘90, Joy San
Miguel Simmons ‘85, Katie Cusator Hafkenscheld
‘87, and Dennis Blas (SJB) ‘85 for their
contributions to this program.
If you are a graduate of St. Joseph High School and would like to participate in this program please contact
Maggie Craig at rubiocraig@sbcglobal.net.
As St. Therese of Lisieux said, “Miss no single opportunity of making some small sacrifice, here by smiling,
there by a kindly word; always doing the smallest right and doing it all for love.”

We Want To Hear From You

What have you been up to since you left St. Irenaeus? We would love to hear your accomplishments,
experiences, and future plans. Our next alumni newsletter will be this spring and we would love to include
you! Planning any reunions at this summer’s Fiesta? Send the information to us and we’ll advertise it for
you. Please email us at alumni@stischoolcypress.org with any digital photos, information, and your current
email address so we can update our alumni database. Thank you for supporting St. I!
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Jog-a-Thon 2013 - Fundraising For Technology
On October 11, 2013, the students of St. Irenaeus Parish
School held their annual Jog-a-Thon fundraiser. This
year’s theme was Technology. Students collected
donations and sponsorships for four continuous weeks
and raised over $20,000!
The money will be used to first update the infrastructure of the school to support the wireless network.
Then the school will purchase laptops, computers, and
other hand-held devices for both teachers and students.
The Diocese of Orange would like all students in their
Catholic schools to have access to a 1:1 technology
device by the year 2015. It’s called the 1x1x2015 Initiative. Along with
the initiative, the Diocese also plans on employing a Diocesan Director of
Educational Technology to coordinate all programs, and will teach
responsible online student behavior through the iSafe program.
St. Irenaeus Parish School will be fundraising for technology throughout
this school year. The Jog-a-Thon was the first major fundraiser for this
cause and will be followed by our annual dinner and auction in the spring
entitled, “Technology At Your Fingertips.” This event will be held on
Friday, May 2, 2014. You can find more information regarding this event
on page 3 of this newsletter.
The following businesses supported our Jog-a-Thon at the $500 and $250
level and we would like to thank them again by listing their company name and contact information.

Jog-a-Thon Sponsors at the $500 and $250 Levels
Sr. Anne Broderick Level - $500 or more in monetary contributions
Cypress Auto Repair & Smog - 6036 Cerritos Ave., Cypress 90630, Phone: 714-826-5555
Aesthetic Smile Dental Center - 3203 Carson St., Ste. 2, Lakewood 90712, Phone: 562-496-1888
Omega Burger - 11790 Del Amo Blvd., Lakewood 90715, Phone: 562-402-1777
Maria Corazon Meris, M.D., Inc. - 3400 W. Ball Rd., Ste. 102, Anaheim 92804, Phone: 714-816-0088
CMEM Services, LLC - Environmental, Health, & Safety Co., CMEMSERVICES@gmail.com

Legacy Level - $250 in monetary contributions
Westcoast Warehouse & Trucking, Inc. - 100 W. Manville Street, Compton 90220, Phone: 310-635-9938
T&K’s Automotive Center - 5051 W. Lincoln #C, Cypress 90630, Phone: 714-826-6469
Orangethorpe Animal Aid Hospital - 7912 Orangethorpe Ave., Buena Park 90620, Phone: 714-521-4595
T.J.M. Glazing - 6291 Santa Rita, Garden Grove 92845, Phone: 714-826-6930
WiseRealEstateInfo.com - Victoria Biagotti-Wise ERA Buy America Real Estate Group
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Annual Giving
Our school continues to be blessed by a dedicated faculty and staff, a supportive parish community, and
generous school and alumni families. We are very grateful for the many hours of service given to our
school by parents, grandparents, and friends. We are also grateful for the financial investments that are
made to our Annual Giving Program each year. Donations and gifts made to this program in previous
years, along with other fundraising opportunities, have enabled us to install new computers, interactive
white boards, projectors in all of our classrooms, and build our new Science Lab. In addition we have been
able to offer tuition assistance to school families. Last year, approximately 22 families with 36 students
received tuition assistance.
This year’s gifts to the Annual Giving Program will enable us to integrate technology in our
classrooms by upgrading our infrastructure, purchasing laptops, computers, and hand-held devices
for both our teachers and students. These advancements will allow more differentiated learning for
our students.
Please consider making a donation to this year’s Annual Giving Program so that we may continue to
provide our students with the best Catholic education possible. Gifts may be given until June 30,
2014.
An envelope is provided for your convenience.

Thank you!

Payroll and Matching Gifts
Many gifts have been given through payroll donations, or by corporations that provide matching gifts or grants.

Boeing
BP Fabric of America
Delta Dental

Edison International
Johnson and Johnson
Kaiser Permanente

Toyota Motor Sales
UPS
Wells Fargo

Legacy Wall
In 2008, our school unveiled the Legacy Wall with a plaque honoring our founding
principal, Sr. Anne Broderick, and the Presentation Sisters, who opened our school in
1963. Over the last five years, the wall has grown with plaques honoring students,
graduating classes, and families in celebration of our school’s history. Our current new
additions honor Mrs. Darlene Hembreiker, Mrs. Rosalind Rawlings, Mrs. Barbara
Parsons, Coach Leo Martinez, and the Wainwright Family.
The cost per plaque is $500. The plaques are bronze and measure 8”x4”. If you are
interested in purchasing a plaque to honor or remember a member of the St. Irenaeus
community, please contact Lisa Sambrano at 714-827-4500, ext. 130. The deadline to
make the spring dedication is January 31, 2014.
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Annual Giving
Prayer Intentions
Some of the gifts received have been given in honor of, or in memory of, someone in our
parish/school community. Please include these special intentions in your prayers.

In Honor Of
I. Velasquez, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Lopez, Charley Daugherty, Shane and Dylan
In Memory Of
Agnes P. Kolano, Mary Bergin, Carolyn Richards, Jean Marilyn Beckstead, Shirley Edwards

P.I.E. (Partners In Education) Donations
Our school has a business Partners in Education program. Local businesses and high schools that donate to this
program are listed in the St. Irenaeus Principal’s Newsletter each month.

St. Joseph High School
Gourmet Café

Cypress Auto Repair & Smog
Cornelia Connelly High School

Cypress Printing & Silkscreen
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Valencia

Planned Giving
There are many opportunities to support our school through our Planned Giving Program. St. Irenaeus Parish
School can be designated as the beneficiary in a will, trust, or insurance policy. Gifts given to this program can be
designated for the school’s immediate needs or to the school’s endowment fund. For more information about this
program, contact the Development Department at 714 827-4500 ext. 130.

Help Us Find Lost Alumni
Log on to www.stischoolcypress.org to connect with classmates and update your contact information. If you
have information about other alumni, please call, write, or email us at alumni@stischoolcypress.org.
Parents of alumni: If your son or daughter no longer lives at this address, please call 714-827-4500 to update
his/her records. If you wish to receive School/Alumni Newsletters contact us at 714-827-4500 or by email at
alumni@stischoolcypress.org.
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New Transitional Kindergarten in 2014-2015
St. Irenaeus Parish School will be offering a
Transitional Kindergarten (TK) program starting
with the 2014-2015 academic school year. This
program will be for students who are at least 4 years
old by September 1, 2014.
It is the first of a two year program, designed to
allow children who are not yet 5 years old to receive
a formal educational curriculum at the kindergarten
level, allowing them to be best prepared both
academically and socially for the first grade. See the
information below regarding our New Parent
Information Meeting and Open House.

Open Enrollment Begins Soon
St. Irenaeus Parish School will be hosting a

New Family Information Meeting
Sunday, January 26th
12:45pm in the Parish Hall
This meeting is for all those interested in joining us for the
2014-2015 school year, including Transitional Kindergarten
students. The meeting will follow the 11:30am Mass which
kicks-off Catholic Schools Week. At the information meeting,
registration packets will be available and a
Q&A period will follow.
We also invite you to attend our school-wide

Open House
Thursday, January 30th from 6:30-8:00pm
Come see all our school has to offer. We ask that new families
check-in at the School Office located in the middle of campus.
For more information call the School Office at 714-827-4500.

