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Stellar students recognized at rally
Connor Downing
Sports Editor

Multiple students were honored
last Friday for their academic achievements, sportsmanship and community service at an ASB-organized Student Appreciation Rally in the main gym.
The event opened up with JROTC
bringing in the U.S. and State flag choir
singing the national anthem.
ASB honored the last 100 games
won by varsity which contributed to the
10,000 varsity games that were won. mens’
basketball beat San Dieguito Academy winning the 9,900 game, girls’ basketball beat
Memorial Texas for the 9,925 win, wrestling beating Foothill and softball beating
Northwood in the 9,950 and 9,975 games.
Girls’ lacrosse had the honor of winning
the 10,000 game against Valencia, with
each team member being honored.
Following a teacher-to-student
appreciation video, academic decathlon
was honored for their hard work this year.
Competing in a vigorous competition relating to Africa’s art, literature, economics,
music, social science, science and math,
the team had to write an essay, give two
speeches and do an interview in order to
win.
The thirteen students on the team were
as follows: the most accomplished Cally
Liu, winning eight medals for first in essay,
first in science, first in music, third in art,
third in economics, fourth in social science, fifth in literature and fifth in math;
Jessica Youssef got seven medals, with first
in speech, first in art, second in math, second in music, third in science, fourth in
social science and fourth in interview; and
Grace Nguyen getting the equivalent number of medals, first in music, second in art,
third in literature, third in science, fourth
in math, fourth in social science and fourth
in essay. Team captains Emilee Carr and
Gauri Deepa-Sreelal both won four medals. Carr got first in interview with a perfect
score, first in speech, first in literature and
fifth in music. Deepa-Sreelal earned second
in speech, fourth in science, fifth in music

and fifth in art. Michael Endo follows with
four medals, winning first in speech, second in social science, third in literature
and fourth in science. Team captain junior
Catie Mullner got two medals, with first
interview with a perfect score and fifth literature. She was followed by junior Katie
Kuwahara with an equivalent number of
medals, with second essay and fifth music. MZ Ahmad got one medal for first in
literature, and Kevin Choi got a medal for
third music. Emily Macedo got one medal
for fifth in music. Shivani Valand and Emily Pandhi were placed in the top ten.
Academic decathlon won first place in

GPA; Claire Lee got a 4.75 GPA; Kaylin
Williby got a 4.73 GPA; Sadiella Pool got
a 4.71 GPA; Brian Nguyen got a 4.7 GPA;
Benjamin Fereday and Jessica Presch got
a 4.67 GPA; Katharina Abramovich got a
4.61 GPA; Matthew Christensen, Stefan
Saouma and Nathan Waugh got a 4.6 GPA;
and Marah Kane got a 4.55 GPA.
For juniors, Andrew Dorado got a 4.85
GPA; Chloe Laguna got a 4.84 GPA; Elizabeth Wiriadinata got a 4.77 GPA; Alex
Arellano got a 4.73 GPA; Ryanne Molenaar, Cassidy Kohlenberger, and Cameron Mollazadeh got a 4.72 GPA; Myka Comia got a 4.63 GPA; Hailey Huff got a 4.6

“Throughout high school I have been extremely self-motivated to achieve high grades. Now knowing I am valedictorian I
am very humbled and excited to leave behind a legacy of balancing academic excellence while being captain of the dance
team behind.”
Abby Cuellar
Valedictorian

the Orange County Academic Decathlon,
with a first place overall in division two.
The prom theme was revealed to be
“Vegas” and will be hosted April 28 on the
Queen Mary in Long Beach.
The top 5 community service hour
earners were featured, accumulating over
5,442 hours between all of them. Senior
Jessica Parker earned the most hours with
1,512 hours, followed by senior Austin Patel with 1,044 hours, senior Chris Thornburg with 1,019, junior Paul Rihani getting
936 and senior James Sharpe with 931.
The lip dub video was also shown to all
of the students for the first time and is now
on the ASB YouTube channel.
The top ten achieving students of each
grade from sophomore to senior were honored, including two salutatorians and a
valedictorian.
For sophomores, Cassidy Gibson and
Kevin Nguyen both got a 4.87 GPA; Jayden
Ramirez and Maria Uytiepo got a 4.76

GPA; Andrew Jankowski got a 4.56 GPA;
Alida Rehm got a 4.54 GPA; and Gabriela Schrader, Emily Pandhi, and Catherine
Mullner got a 4.52 GPA.
The valedictorian for the class of 2018 is
Abby Cuellar with a 4.8 GPA.
“It feels rewarding to know that all of
my hard work has paid off,” said Cuellar. “I
am very honored and beyond thankful for
this award. Throughout high school I have
been extremely self-motivated to achieve
high grades. Now knowing I am valedictorian I am very humbled and excited to leave
behind a legacy of balancing academic excellence while being captain of the dance
team.”
The two salutatorians were Alyssa Laske
and Andrew Sun, both with a 4.77 GPA.
“I’m really excited and grateful,” said
Laske. “My class is very high-achieving
and hardworking, so I’m honored to have
earned salutatorian.”
Laske also said, “I am major-

ing in nursing but still undecided on which university to attend.”
“I was not expecting it,” said Sun.
“I, along with the other students of Esperanza, are grateful to be educated by the great
teachers and staff of Esperanza High School.”
Sun plans on going into civil engineering or business management after college, hoping to go to UCLA or UC Berkeley.
The last top seven senior GPAs were
Elisabeth Yokote with a 4.75 GPA, Noah
Aulerich with a 4.74 GPA, Bryan Rossman
with a 4.73 GPA, Michael Lima-Sabatini
with a 4.71 GPA, Amir Abed and Madelyn Galvin both getting a 4.68 GPA, and
Shivani Valand and William O’Grady getting a 4.66 GPA. McKenna Bashta got 4.65
GPA and Emilee Carr got 4.61 GPA.
Superlatives were also added to the
event based on student voting the previous week. Freshman Audriel Winder,
sophomore Nathan Nadeau, junior Jesus
Diaz and senior Jake Gutierrez were voted as most likely to be a Disney star. Class
clowns were decided to be freshmen Logan
Hunter, sophomore Justin Brawer, junior
Dillon Stubbs and senior Timmy Matthews. The most likely to survive a zombie
apocalypse were freshmen Dylan Smock,
sophomore Theodore Busulwa-Sebuliba,
junior Jason Skendrovich and senior Chris
Thornburg. Freshman Trevor Boner, sophomore Shaylee Matthews, junior Marrissa
Berridge and senior Nic Fiore were all voted most likely to get their own reality TV
show. Freshmen Ryan Billingsley, sophomore Walter Gooding, junior Josephine
Sotoodeh and senior Ryan Francis were
decided to be the biggest flirts.
Activities director Meghann Lukach
said that these students had sometimes
been overlooked for their efforts and that
ASB wanted to give them recognition.

Magnin takes first in annual art contest
Connor Downing
Sports Editor
Art teacher Lynn Magnin won first
place in the Placentia Yorba Linda Art Association’s Annual Juried Art Competition
(PYLAA) at the Placentia Library.
Magnin announced her winning the
contest to her all of her classes and students
to celebrate her putting herself out there.
She wanted to remind herself “what it feels
like to be judged, to be judged by peers, and
not knowing the results” as she enters her
art students into competitions.
Her entry, an oil painting of her husband’s guitar, won the contest. Contestants were able to enter up to four paintings that have been created within the
past couple of years, and there were over

100 entries. The judges used a rubric
for the guidelines of judgment, that included principles of art such as design,
creativity, originality and composition.
Not expecting to win, Magnin

gether in order to create a wide range of
shades of color.
Magnin’s art piece was an original
still life that she “set up with the guitar on the dining room table with sheet

“It’s rad that she’s able to pursue her own art interests while
still setting a great example for us students.”
Ilsa Bauer
Junior

said that there were “so many beautiful, full
color landscapes.”
“Mine was monochromatic, basing the
entire painting on value.”
Magnin’s painting used only a few colors, and was able to blend the colors to-

music to create a dramatic spot light.”
Magnin said that she got a lot of
positive and uplifting feedback from her
students.
Junior Ilsa Bauer said, “It’s rad that she’s
able to pursue her own art interests while

still setting a great example for us students.”
Last winter, Magnin entered her students into Chapman University’s Holocaust
Art and Writing Contest, in which students
were told to be “Messengers of Memory.” Artists were told to illustrate a central
theme of Holocaust survivor testimonies
in a creative and talented way, with Magnin sending off four of her most creative
entries.
On March 10, Magnin, principal Gina
Aguilar, Bauer and senior Lauren Nichols,
finalist of the competition, went to Chapman University to be represented and honored as two of the seven finalists. Esperanza
had two students out of the seven in it, with
over 250 schools from multiple countries
across the world entering.
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Class of 2022 finds their Aztec pride
Elyzabeth Andersen
Reporter

Photo by Camryn Calvert
Freshman Vivi Avalos and junior Brienna Johnson working at the women’s basketball table
during 8th Grade Parent Night.

8th grade parent and student night took to witnessing a pep rally put on by Esperplace on March 21 from 5:00– 9:00 PM.
anza students. From 7:00-8:00 p.m. parents
Academic Decathlon, Aquatics, Art, were given a presentation in the gym by the
AVID, The Aztlán, Band/Colorguard, Bas- counselors and students will have a tour
ketball, Cheer, Choir, Computer science, and activities provided by ASB.
CSP, Dance company, Educators Rising,
Bernardo Yorba Middle School 8th
Foods, Football, French, German, Golf, grader Corinne Org said, “It is really fun to
Japanese, Jewish Club, JROTC, Lacrosse, see the different clubs and sports here.”
Manufacturing/Engineering, Medical SciIn order to advertise French Club, Vasience Academy, PTSA, Soccer, Softball, liki Marshall, French Club adviser and forSpanish, Speech and Debate, Tennis, The- eign language teacher, said, “We just give
ater, Track, Video Production, Volleyball, out flyers and talk to students about our
Wrestling,
and
French program,
Cross
Country “I feel that 8th grade night is and we tell kids
were on display at about promoting our school about the activities
the event.
do, such as baand all the great things we have we
“I feel that
guette sales, field
8th grade night is at Esperanza.”
trips to the Getty
Meghann Lukach and LACMA games
about promoting
Activities Director and cultural activiour school and all
the great things we have at Esperanza. We ties and the end of the year French dinner
also want 8th graders to find a place where with the French students from the three
they can get involved and connected,” said high schools in our district.”
Meghann Lukach, activities director.
Cheer, drumline, dance and colorguard
From 5:00-6:00, pre-event open performed that night. In addition, the lip
houses include, Medical Sciences Academy dub of Esperanza’s activities was shown.
(A1-A2), AFJROTC (D-2), and the EnKressler Nguyen-Valdez, Academic
ginering Manufacturing Academy (725). Decathlon adviser and biology teacher,
The main event started at 6:00 p.m.. From said, “You have to just feel it out with the
6:00-6:30 p.m., clubs and sports were in parent sometimes. You never know what
the main quad; at 6:30-7:00 p.m., parents you’re going to get.”
and students met in the gym to hear all
about the programs available in addition

Lip dub rocks across campus for a second time
Ally Dahncke
Copy Editor
To show school spirit, ASB encouraged
their students to participate in the lip dub
on Friday, March 9.
Students gathered on the main campus and met up with their clubs and sports
groups dressed in their uniforms or other
types of Aztec gear. They lined the halls and
showed their love for Esperanza when the
camera ran by them.
“I think it is something that brings the
school together and is fun for students to
showcase what they are involved in. Also it
is a great way to show everything that our
school offers in a quick 4 min. video,” stated
activities director, Meghann Lukach. “It is a
good promotional tool for our school and I
think it really shows and embraces our AZTEC PRIDE.”
Sophomore Alaura Contreras agrees
when she said, “The lip dub was fun because I got to get all my EHS gear on and
rally together with other students to show
our school spirit. I enjoyed the whole day
of having my face painted in the morning,

the rally and just having a day dedicated to
school spirit.”
“I liked the message the lip dub conveyed about school spirit and unity,” said
sophomore Yareth Fernandez. “My favorite
part was meeting with my club, the Muslim
Student Association, the day before to prepare our posters. Lining up and seeing all
of the other clubs opened my eyes to the
diversity and pride seen in our school.”
Lukach and the rest of the staff worked
hard in planning for this event. “We started
planning in January for the March lip dub.
Getting on everyone’s calendar, making
sure everyone knows where to go and getting everyone on board,” Lukach said.
The lip dub was revealed at the Student
Appreciation Rally on March 23 and was
posted on Esperanza’s YouTube page.
“I’m really looking forward to seeing
the video to see how it turned out!” Contreras exclaimed.

Spirited Aztecs are hyped to be a part of this year’s March 9 Lip Dub.

Photo by Cory Williams
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Fiore chosen PYLUSD student rep

Photo courtesy of Alyssa Griffiths
Senior Nicolas Fiore, along with principal Gina Aguilar and activities director Meghann Lukach, attend the school district meeting where Fiore
has be appointed the student representative of the board.

Delaney Durham
Features Editor
Senior Nicolas Fiore was selected as the
PYLUSD Student Board Representative.
He was chosen because of his “organizational skills, as well as his thoughtfulness,”
said Alyssa Griffiths on behalf of PYLUSD
Superintendent Dr. Greg Plutko.
Fiore will give a “voice for student activities, achievements, and concerns” for
the school district’s students. He has the
ability to “provide feedback from the students to the “Board of Education and District staff about their education, as well as
their needs and concerns,” as said by Griffiths and Plutko.
“It feels very rewarding,” described Fiore on being picked at the Student Board
Representative. “I’m excited to inform the
District and the community on what’s happening at different high school sites.

Fiore is also involved in delivering presentations based on activities and events
going on in the high school campuses.
Fiore responded that he wished to be
the representative because he “want[s] to
serve in a way that transcends my own
school and take my leadership at Esperanza
to a whole new level.” He also said that he
“wanted to see Esperanza from the outside
in and gain a new perspective that is fresh
and productive.”
Plutko describes Fiore as “an obvious
choice” as student representative because
he grew up in the district going to Glenview Elementary School and Bernardo
Yorba Middle School.
Plutko and Griffiths stated he “not only
takes great pride in the schools he personally attended, but he also ensures all PYLUSD schools shine.”
March 13, Fiore attended the Board
of Education Meeting. “After providing

the Board with an extensive overview of
our District’s high school happenings, our
board president, Carol Downey, asked Fiore, ‘How has Esperanza and PYLUSD prepared you for life after high school?’”
Griffiths and Plutko said that after a
slight pause to consider the question Fiore “burst with great pride and discussed
his plans of pursuing a higher education
with the hopes of becoming a registered
nurse.” Griffiths and Plutko also noted
that he feels “completely prepared for this
next venture thanks to the guidance of
adult leaders throughout PYLUSD, including Principal Gina Aguilar and Activities
Director Meghann Lukach.”
“I’m looking forward to serving the
seven high school sites and forging lasting
relationships with the Board of Education,”
said Fiore. He also hopes to learn from the
people he is serving and about all the high
schools in the district. Fiore hopes to be “an

excellent example” while being surrounded
by the “students and members of the district that make PYLUSD as great as it is.”
Fiore is this year’s ASB secretary. Activities Director Meghann Lukach said he
“is very organized and knows what is taking place around our campus.” Lukach describes him as personable and professional.
She stressed that those two traits are great
when “working with the school board and
also with administrators from the other
high schools in our district.”
Lukach also said that Fiore is “a great
representation of what Esperanza High
School is all about.” He shows PRIDE for
his school, teachers on campus, and he is
also respectful to the students on our campus.
“He is organized, responsible, thoughtful, professional, prepared, and excited to
represent all of our high schools in our district not just Esperanza,” said Lukach.
Principal Gina Aguilar explains that
Fiore has “experience representing others”
because he has been involved in student
leadership at Esperanza for the past three
years.
“In addition, he is articulate, mature
and responsible, all traits that will allow
him to work well with adults in this very
important position,” said Aguilar.
“Nic was chosen was based on his desire
to perform the duties, his involvement as
an executive officer in ASB,” Aguilar added.
“After his first board meeting, I had
several calls complimenting him on how
poised and well-spoken he was,” said Aguilar.
Aguilar stated that “Esperanza is so
proud to have Nic representing our school
as well as the entire district.” Fiore will continue to represent all high school PYLUSD
students and Esperanza for the remainder
of the semester.

Medical seniors go on work externships
Ryen Hernandez
Reporter
Esperanza’s Medical Academy seniors
are required to complete a clinical externship during the second semester. These
students are in Valerie Easton’s seniors only
capstone class, which is Medical Assisting
Clinical and Administrative. Those students at the start of the second semester are
placed at a local medical facility and are required to work approximately eight hours
a week. The seniors will complete a total of
one-hundred and twenty hours before they
graduate.
The seniors leave school at lunch on
Wednesdays and Thursdays and go to
their sites for work. Usually starting at one
or two in the afternoon until five or six at
night. They work for local medical facilities
such as doctor’s offices, urgent cares and
clinics. Although, they need to meet the
strict criteria during the first semester of

the capstone class, before being sent out on
an externship.
Easton said, “These externships give my
students a real world experience and it pre-

prepare them for the unpredictable,” added
Easton.
Two of the many students in the medical assisting seniors class are Tyler Calvert

“The Medical Academy not only gave me a crucial foundation
to the medical field, but also gave me the opportunity to get
into the work force and volunteer as a Medical Assistant.”
Tyler Calvert

Senior

pares them for a future in healthcare.”
The students work directly with real
patients, practice professionalism, clinical
skills, communication skills as well as critical thinking and problem solving. These
help the students prepare for the real world
in a future in healthcare.
“When students work on each other
during class, it is great for skills and predictable outcomes, but it doesn’t always

and Sophia Lynch. Calvert helps with physical therapy and cognitive rehabilitation,
occupational therapy at St. Jude Medical
Center. Lynch works at Doctors of California Cosmetology and Botox.
“The Medical Academy not only gave
me a crucial foundation to the medical
field, but also gave me the opportunity to
get into the work force and volunteer as a
Medical Assistant,” said Calvert.

“I have experienced a lot as my medical externship and it’s rewarding knowing
I’m helping people look and feel their best,”
said Lynch about her involvement in the
Medical Sciences Academy.
Calvert describes that he is “forever
grateful” that he was “given the chance to
take part in such a distinguished program.”
As well, he has been taught “professionalism, integrity, time management,” while
being a medical assistant.
“This program has sparked my medical
career passion,” said Calvert. “It’s effect will
be felt through my entire medical path.”
These students at Esperanza will be
well prepared when they graduate into the
real world with the practice of these externships. The externships are a great way
to prepare for the unpredictable and work
with real patients.
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Galvan awarded Teacher of the Year
Michael Toyos
Editor-in-chief
Each year, the Placenta Yorba Linda
Unified School District recognizes teachers
for outstanding work and going above and
beyond to help their students.
Rodger Galvan, special education
teacher, won PYLUSD’s teacher of the year
award for his work with both his special ed
students and his many teacher assistants.
He has dedicated 12 years of his life to his
students and was “caught completely off
guard” when he was told he would be receiving the award.
“There was a nice ceremony at the district where the board presented my award,”
said Galvan.
Galvan tries as hard as he can to promote a safe and positive environment for
all of his students. Because his students
have different needs, all of which cannot be
met by a single teacher, Galvan has a fleet
of teacher assistants that aid him with the
education of each of his 15 special needs
students. They help to focus in on the
things that each special needs student is
good at and hone those skills.
“The training of each TA is not formal
and very individualized for each student”
said. Galvan. “Each TA becomes familiar
with at all 15 special ed student to some
level.”

Mr. Galvan also has a number of activities he organizes for his students. The most
commonly known to students is unified
sports, which will be starting a baseball
unit at the end of April with the help of Esperanza baseball coach Kyle Muhlsteff and
a portion of the Esperanza baseball team.
They also recently participated in the
Shamrock ‘n Run on March 14 and on May
4 they will be at Cal State Fullerton to participate in the Goodwill OC Faley Special
Games, which is a much more casual, local
and fun version of the Special Olympics.
Awards are not given out and score is not
kept, it is just a fun way for students with
mental and physical disabilities to get out
and have fun. Roughly 2,500 special needs
students are expected to attend the event.
Galvan’s class have also began work on a
garden near the portables on west campus.
Mr. Galvan and his class have also started to prepare the 3 graduating special ed
students for life outside of high school.
Hanna Lee, Jacob Mihele and Rafael Rodrigez have been taking monthly visits to
the Venture Academy which they will be
attending next year until they are 22 years
old. There, they will further an education
and continue to learn how to take care of
themselves and operate in society.
Photo By Austin Hibbard
PYLUSD’s teacher of the year Roger Galvin has made many connections with students
like sophomores Amir Jaber and Michael Nortan.

AEM Academy secures campus safety

Ally Dahncke
Copy Editor

On Saturday, Feb. 24, the Aztec
Engineering and Manufacturing Academy installed Lock-Bloks on all classroom
doors.
Jeff Wallace, Engineering and
Manufacturing Academy teacher, said,
“We noticed there was a need to install
them, so we decided to step up and install
them ourselves.”
Junior Joshua Lembesis helped
install the Lock-Bloks and said, “It was fun
to hang out with my friends on a Saturday
and to get community service hours for
it.” He also said, “It’s cool to know that I
helped increase school safety. If my son or
brother comes here, I can say that I made
that and know that they’ll be safer on campus.”
“The Lock-Bloks were installed
in an effort to strengthen our established lockdown protocols,” said Richard
McAlindin, PYLUSD safety overseer.
Lock-Bloks are an important
addition to school safety as they allow
teachers to keep their doors locked while
they keep the doors open. “In case of an
emergency, a teacher just needs to pull
back the Lock-Blok, close their door, and
it will be locked. Without Lock-Bloks, a
teacher would have to go outside and use
their key to lock the door,” said
principal Gina Aguilar.

Photo courtesy of Jeff Wallace
AEM students installed lock-bloks on a Saturday morning to ensure that all Aztecs can be safe during an emergency situation.

“The device allows a classroom
door to remain locked while still allowing
for classroom accessibility. In the event of
a lock down, the classroom door can be
secured more easily,” added McAlindin.
“The Lock-Bloks are a great
addition to our campus. It’s a number
one priority for students’ safety, and they
help maintain a safe and positive learning
experience,” stated Erica McNab, language
arts teacher.
“They are a great idea and a great
tool to use,” Wallace said.
This safety measure was imple-

mented not only at Esperanza but in all
PYLUSD schools. “This week, the District
finished installing over 2,300 Lock-Bloks
on all PYLUSD classroom doors,” McAlindin stated.
McNab brought up a good point
when she said, “The Lock-Bloks are a good
start, but they should keep improving the
safety measures taken.”
Wallace also agrees that “by using
the Lock-Bloks properly, they are a strong
tool, but we can always improve safety for
our students.”
PYLUSD did not stop improving

the district’s safety there. On the district
website, there are several safety initiatives
the district has already implemented, as
well as others being researched or considered.
“Our concern and focus on student safety has been a priority for several
years. We are always looking for ways to
improve in this area and it will remain a
top priority moving forward,” McAlindin
said.
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Students march for their lives

Juniors, Madison Roach, Sophia Bouyakzan, Allison Hancock and Carissa Stewart stand in solidarity during the moment of silence. “This was something that needed to be brought
cussion and I hope that this walkout can help to make a change for the better,” said Roach.

“I felt very empowered and full of excitement,” said senior December Hassler, who led the walkout on Mar. 14.
“This issue is too important to stay silent. I thought our school needed to speak up.”

Approximately 230 students attended the rally, accordin
March 14th.
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“There is a lot to be afraid of in this world and going to school should not be one of them,” said junior
Marissa Berridge.
up. I’m happy this topic is finally in dis-

ng to the number of tardies counted to third period on

“To me, the walkout meant that change is coming,” said junior Jason Skendrovich. “If I did not speak, my voice wouldn’t have been heard, and if there’s no
voice there’s no change and a society is built on change.”

Photos by Jessica Parker
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Letter from the editors: Gun control
As of March 20, 2018, there have
been 17 school shootings in the United
States. To clarify, we’ve had more school
shootings this year than we’ve had weeks.
And despite this surprisingly high number,
no real legislative action has been taken
to assuage the fears expressed by students,
their parents, their teachers, administrators, relatives and neighbors that their lives
are in danger.
As a nation, we must begin to
recognize that this is becoming ridiculous.
What used to be a national tragedy is now
becoming nothing but a near-weekly occurrence, and things have to change.
Many believe that regulations
on guns would mean having to give them
up, but that is not what should be done.
Taking private property is not the goal of

such regulation, but there must be stricter
laws regarding the purchasing of firearms
that currently are not in place. We want to
keep guns out of the hands of the mentally
ill and those that have a record of violent

fit the times we live in. Guns do need to be
regulated and controlled to avoid further
tragedy.
Some do argue that a gun is a
tool and to regulate it would be damaging

Despite this surprisingly high number, no real legislative action has been taken to assuage the fears expressed by students, their parents, their teachers, administrators, relatives,
and neighbors that their lives are in danger.
crimes and in order to do that, some sort
of background check is needed.
Many people argue that such laws
would be very difficult to implement due
to the apparently static Second Amendment. However, the Constitution is a
living document that can be amended to

to some people’s way of life. This is only
true to an extent: a gun is a tool when
used in the context of things like hunting, but in any other, it is a weapon, and
a very deadly one at that. Naturally, some
people have guns in their homes to protect
them, which in the abstract is fine, but

50 round magazines and red dot sights
are completely unnecessary to fulfill this
purpose. Unless you are an active member
of the military, you do not need that kind
of weaponry, and if you have any sort of
firearm, it should either be locked in a
safe (with the key hidden and not in the
keyhole) or someplace out of the hands
of children and teenagers who may want
to bring it to school and do harm to other
students.
Guns are a serious issue in
America, and since it’s extremely doubtful
schools will miraculously stop being the
target of mass shootings, it will continue to
be an issue until steps are taken to control
guns.

Cartoon by Angel Soriano
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Arming teachers misses the mark
Noah Clay
Editor-in-chief
Congratulations, everyone.
No, really, I mean it. We all deserve a
huge slap on the back for the strides, nay,
the leaps that our government is making
towards a solution to the gun problem that
has plagued this country for years.
Because in light of the staggering
number of school shootings in this year
alone—17—an answer has leapt from the
minds of the mighty like the goddess Athena. An answer so simple and so effortless
that you will demand to know why on earth
it was kept from us for so long:
We should just arm teachers!
Sounds perfect. Bear not in mind the
fact that allowing or even forcing teachers
to carry guns in the classroom would be an
extremely bad idea for multiple reasons,
the most prominent being the complete
violation of the very safety this idea is rumored to protect. Of course staggering gun
violence can be solved by allowing more
guns in the classroom. What maniac would
have it any other way?
Completely ignore the several cases since the Stoneman Douglas shooting
in which school employees have misused
guns in class completely unprovoked, such
as the Dalton High teacher who barricaded
his classroom door shut and fired his gun
out of a window, the George Washington
Middle resource officer who accidentally
fired his gun in a school hallway, and the
Seaside High teacher who misfired a gun
during a demonstration on proper gun
safety, shooting the ceiling and injuring a
student with the falling debris.
Moving on! Many people who argue
for this drastic shift in our nation’s education system understand that teachers have
a potential for error (something to which
they will rarely admit, so you really have
to read between the lines on this one) and
have advanced to the addendum of training teachers in gun safety in order to ensure
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appropriate use in the workplace.
This, similar to its predecessor, is a great
idea if one bars any subsequent thought on
the subject. Training teachers nationwide
would be an immense cost to every district,
many of which have nowhere near the required funding for such an endeavor. Gun
training would also completely change the
essence of teaching by adding a radically
new facet to the occupation, which would
likely both dissuade potential teachers from

the path and attract, well, gun-inclined individuals around whom many students
would indubitably feel uncomfortable.
Admittedly, while the notion of leaving
a gun among the various Expo markers
under a whiteboard is infinitely problematic, the idea comes from a good place. The
reason schools are targeted by shooters is
that they are defenseless, gun-free zones,
so the idea of beefing up security in some
way is not a bad one. But that is a job for

a separate entity, such as a police force or
other type of armed guard whose members
are already trained in such an area and can
work well and communicate with each other, not teachers who have enough on their
plates with this pile of homework to grade
by tomorrow. Even something on a smaller
scale like more heavily protected entrances
or metal detectors would go a long way in
making school campuses safer.
So we good?

Walkouts: exercise your rights
Noah Clay
Editor-in-chief
In the wake of the mass shooting at Stoneman Douglas High School
in Parkland, Florida, several nationwide
walkouts were planned to honor the lives
lost in the tragedy and to pledge never to
allow such a disaster to occur again.
Subsequently, such walkouts
aroused the controversy of walkouts in the
first place as concerns about the protests
were called to attention: whether or not
they should be tolerated during school and
work, whether they are benign or directly
opposing some event or mindset, and to
what extent a walkout becomes a riot.
Some people do not participate
in and in fact oppose walkouts due to

particular political beliefs, such as the idea
that organized political protest is a radical
and immature method to influence public
policy. However, people have been assembling to express mass discontent over their
government since the murder of Julius
Caesar, but go off, I guess.
Additionally, the entire point of
this walkout was its passive, bipartisan
message of not wanting children to die.
The walkout offered a broad but powerful
“Enough is enough” theme and invited
participants to interpret the meaning of
the statement for themselves.
Walkouts also garner much
criticism due to their implicit status as an

event for which people actively leave their
work or school to participate. While this
can be an inconvenience to teachers and
employers—assuming they aren’t joining
in themselves—there is no legal obligation
for you to remain at work or school as long
as you are exercising your First Amendment right to free speech, assembly, or
what have you.
Despite this fact, some participants across the country who took part
in the walkout were punished; students at
certain high schools were still marked absent by their teachers and administrators.
Setbacks like this are also a major source
of lag for what would otherwise be highly

populated marches; people who would like
to participate but fear retribution, either
from employers or teachers, and therefore
do not take part.
But these punishments are in
place because the people creating them
are afraid you will discover how much
influence you have! If an institution loses
money as a result of your absence, that
means you have definite power over them.
So if walkouts like this occurred in greater
numbers with more and more supporters,
your voice would be amplified in such a
way that schools and companies would be
forced to listen.
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Theatre takes stage in Fullerton
Jocelyn Castañeda
Reporter
Theatre students competed in the Fullerton College Theatre Arts Department
High School Theatre Festival on Friday,
March 23, and Saturday, March 24.
This competition is a festival put on by
Fullerton College. It is two days of competition, inspiration, and instruction for high
school students around the country. The
goal is for performers to compete and learn
more about theatre and the Fullerton College Theatre Arts Department’s programs.
Many schools sent students to compete who specialize in any of the following
categories: musical theatre, theatre games
(improv), monologues, ensembles, or tech
olympics. There were two rounds for competing, and anyone who makes it to the finals competed Saturday afternoon.
Nataly Garcia, theatre teacher and director, stated, “Students were chosen to go
based off if they were an active participant
of our after-school Drama Club and if they
had a piece/scene that fit the criteria of the
competition.”
This year, Esperanza sent senior Ryyan
Dewan, senior Aniela Kuchnio, senior Seth
Corter, senior Ashley O’Donnell, senior
Krislyn McCarthy, senior Michael Endo,

Photo courtesy of Nataly Garcia
Theatre students (from left to right) Krislyn McCarthy (senior), Karalyn Knupp (junior), Aniela Kuchnio (senior), Ryyan Dewan (senior), Carter
Topel (freshman), Michael Endo (senior) and Kade Martinez (junior) attend the Fullerton College theatre festival on March 23 and 24.

junior Karalyn Knupp, junior Kade Martinez, freshman Carter Topel and freshman
Roni French.
Ms. Garcia later said, “The standout
performance this year, is our musical theater ensemble. It is a tap routine using the
music to Young Frankenstein’s ‘Puttin’ on

It runs in the Croft family
Michael Toyos
Editor-in-chief
In a long line of absolutely horrible movies based on video games, there is finally one
that is not utterly terrible. The newest Tomb
Raider movie, starring Alicia Vikander as
Lara Croft and directed by Roar Uthaug,
is based off the game in 2013, which is a
reboot of a franchise that started in 1996
and has already had a series of movies.
That being said, as the movie
stands on its own, it is actually rather enjoyable to an extent. If, as a viewer, you are
looking for anything with any real substance, this movie is not for you. There is little to no thought provoking material or serious character development, but the movie
itself is so much fun to sit down and watch.
Tomb Raider has a decent story (although if you have played the 2013
game, it hits all of the same major plot
points). In short, Lara Croft’s father,
Richard (played by Dominic West), is a
wealthy businessman who goes missing
while looking for an ancient tomb on an
island off the coast of Japan. She then goes
searching for him and gets stranded on the
same island. She must survive and try to
find a way out of her precarious situation.
The story itself is good enough to
hold attention and gives you a reason to
root for Lara Croft, but the feeling it gives
you while you are watching is the thing that
stands out the most. The movie gives off this
vibe of a female Indiana Jones. There is plen-

ty of action, lots of adventure, and a mystery with underling supernatural elements.
Editing wise, this movie is fantastic. It is passed very well, leaving only
a few slow moments and having those
moments well dispersed throughout the
movie. The action sequences are also fluid
and very well put together. The action is
not filled with cuts to hit bad choreography. It is like the old kung-fu movies in the
sense that there are long takes where you
see and action performed on a character,
the reaction of said character, and then the
rebuttal, all before a cut is made. Because
of this, the action feels much more grounded and real. Each punch thrown seems
like it carries some sort of weight to it.
The movie does have issues, of
course. The antagonist, Mathis Vogel,
played by Walton Goggins, is incredibly
dull, but to no fault of the actor. He is written very poorly and does not give any real
reason for the viewer to be intimidated by
him. The sheer lack of substance in the
movie could be a turn off to some people.
It is filled with action movie tropes, so it is
not too hard to predict the ending.
Overall, it is not bad. If you want
to turn your brain off for 90 minutes and enjoy mindless action while
shoveling popcorn into your mouth,
then this movie is perfect for you.

the Ritz’. ” This piece was choreographed
by junior Karalyn Knupp and performed
by Knupp, Dewan, French and Topel.
Although none of the performances placed, Esperanza’s participants
and Ms. Garcia were able to overcome
challenges such as, finding enough time to

rehearse the pieces, getting tap shoes for
the musical theater ensemble players, and
finding transportation to the festival.
Not only that, but they have been improving. According to Ashley O’Donnell,
“This year was the best that they have done
in the last three years.”

Simon’s modern love
Michael Wilson
Reporter
Love, Simon is a groundbreaking ro- see if they are Blue.
mantic-comedy-drama and coming of age
Although the film has numerous
film directed by Greg Berlanti, where a gay cliches that are overused in high school
teen must face the difficulties of being clos- films (the nerd clique, the bullies and the
eted to his friends and family and come to overly zealous administration), it feels reterms with those difficulties.
freshing and unseen. The film has a great
The film starts off with Simon (Nick pop audio track to highlight some montage
Robinson) narrating his relationships with scenes and underscore tense scenes. Stunhis family and friends describing every- ning camera work really grabs the focus to
thing to be great except for his “one huge-ass certain characters in each scene, and there
secret:” his sexuality. Almost immediately is a great storyline. The relationships beSimon finds out about another closeted tween each character seem unique and Sigay kid through the school website and mon’s decisions actually greatly affect these
relationships.
becomes
Stunning
camera
work
really
grabs
the
O verpen pals
all,
the
film
w i t h focus to certain characters in each scene,
was
great
and
him and
and
there
is
a
great
storyline.
drew
me
into
begins
the story. By
to fall
the
end,
I
was
cheering
for
Simon.
The film
for him. Though being about a gay relationhas
a
runtime
of
1
hour
and
50
minutes,
ship, the sexuality of the couple is secondbut doesn’t feel like that long at all. I give
ary to the overall character development.
The film’s most interesting feature is the the film solid 5 / 5 stars, easily ranking in
way it hides the identity of Blue, Simon’s one of my favorite films of all time, and I
pen-pal. As Simon messages Blue, he con- would recommend that everyone see it.
tinues to learn more and more information,
and as he learns, he makes connections to
those he knows in real life and fantasizes
them as Blue. He runs into situations where
he thinks someone is Blue and tests them to
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10,000th win
Jocelyn Castañeda
Elyzabeth Andersen
Reporters
Esperanza High School, established in
1973, collected wins from varsity teams of
all sports throughout its 45 year history.
For Aztec varsity teams, approximately 222
varsity games are won yearly. On Thursday, March 15, the women’s varsity lacrosse
team won a home conference game against
Valencia High School with a score of 18-3,
making it the 10,000 varsity win.
Women’s lacrosse scored 11 goals in the
first half, while Valencia only scored three.
In the second and final half, Esperanza got
another seven goals and Valencia did not
score any.
“I have been a huge fan of Aztec athletics
for the 20 years I have worked at Esperanza. I am proud of our students and coaches,
win or lose, but the 10,000 varsity wins is a
huge accomplishment and I am honored to
be the principal at such an amazing school,”
said principal Gina Aguilar.
Throughout the years, Esperanza’s athletics department has improved. So far in
the season, lacrosse has won all eight of
their games at the varsity level.
“Every single offensive player has multiple points and each defensive player is
making an impact, especially our goalie,
Monica Silva, a senior. We would love it
for the school and students to get behind
us and support us at our games!” said coach
Brian Eisenberg, varsity women’s lacrosse
coach.
“Our sports teams have been consistent
over the past 30 years,” said men’s athletic
director Matthew Slevcove. “Esperanza has
had many changes the past 10 years, and we
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have remained competitive.”
With a lower enrollment rate, the lacrosse team, as well as other sports teams,
has a small quantity of players. Not only
does this give the players a chance to
demonstrate their skills, it shows the athletes’ and coaches’ capability and motivation.
“One reason we’re successful is our
athletes are highly motivated to succeed
and some have had years of experience.
Another reason is we have some very talented coaches. Several of our coaches have
been honored by OC Varsity as Coach of
the Year and they also have had a history
of success in CIF playoffs,” stated women’s
athletics director Keri Walters.
Aguilar later said, “Esperanza has a rich
tradition of excellence in athletics. This
comes from a combination of hard-working and talented student athletes as well as
dedicated and outstanding coaches.”
“A coach is the key ingredient to a successful program. However, a coach needs
support from a strong booster club. A
coach who builds a program based on positive motivation, hard work and respect of
the game will earn the athletes’ and parents’
trust, and from there we can succeed as the
game evolves in the upcoming years,” added Walters.
Esperanza’s athletics will only thrive
even more as the years go by. As Slevcove
puts it, “I expect to see continued success
for the years to come.”

SEE BACK PAGE FOR PHOTOS

Wrestling pins CIF

Ryen Hernandez
first two tournaments. Suddenly, during the
Reporter
In the 2017-2018 season, men’s finals of the second tournament, his dad
varsity wrestling were League champions, suffered from a heart attack. He was out
CIF champions, won in the top fifteen at for season. Gould’s priorities shifted and
Southern Section and won in the top 30 focused on his dad and his recovery. After
in State. The men’s varsity performance his dad’s recovery, a month later, Gould got
has led them to soon compete in Nationals back into wrestling.
“Once I got back to wrestling and
coming up in a couple weeks.
school, I wasn’t doDuring
season, the EHS “My journey made me realize ing so great, but at
the end of the seawrestling team had
many team and in- that hard work really does pay- son, I was back dodividual wins, de- off and it made me work harder ing my best,” said
Gould.
feating everyone in
not only in the wrestling room
The
coaches
their path.
and
teammates
F r e s h - but in the classroom as well.”
helped these athman Eli Holiday
letes
become
had many achievestronger as people
ments this season.
Holiday’s performance was very impres- and as wrestlers. They also helped each
sive, winning first in League finals, first as other during the journey of the team and
CIF champion, and tenth at the Southern their progress from beginning to the end of
Section. Holiday is now preparing to com- the season.
“My team and coached helped
pete in nationals, as the only freshman in
his weight class competing at CIF and Mas- me more than I could have ever imagined.
Everyone on my team not only helped me
ters.
The team had a journey of many get better but also helped my confidence by
ups and downs. During the season, there always cheering me on in my matches,” said
were some shifts in priorities, but the jour- Holiday.
“My coaches and family would
ney made the team better people and playhelp me anytime. Also, my classmates gave
ers.
“My journey made me realize that me lots of confidence by telling me how
hard work really does pay off, and it made good I and the team was,” added Holiday.
“I had great teammates and amazing
me work harder, not only in the wrestling
room but in the classroom as well,” said coaches that helped me along the way with
wrestling, but were also there for me and
Holiday.
Junior Ethan Gould wrestled and per- my dad,” stated Ethan Gould.
formed amazingly in preseason and into
the beginning of the season. Gould won the

Eli Holiday

March Madness comes to a close

Krissy Kuwahara
Reporter
March Madness is a NCAA men’s division one basketball tournament. There is a
total of six rounds that start with 68 teams
overall.
The tournament started on March 11
with 36 of the teams in the tournament are
known as the best at-large chosen by the division 1 men’s basketball committee.
The other 32 teams in the tournament
get an automatic spot because they are conference tournament champions.
The final four play on Sat., March 31.
Then the championship takes place on
Monday, April 2 in San Antonio.
There have been many predictions
about who will make the final four and
eventually win the tournament. Some of
the predicted teams that will make the final four are Villanova, Duke, Gonzaga, and
Purdue. Villanova and Duke are predicted
to be one of the winners of March Madness, according to sportingnews.com.
The final four play on Saturday, March
31. Then the championship takes place on
Monday, April 2 in San Antonio.
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10,000th win in school’s 45 years

Women’s lacrosse’s victory marks the 10,000 win in the school’s 45 years history.
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Senior Bree Bravo takes a free shot.
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Photo Editor

The lacrosse team was all smiles after historical win.

Photo Editor

Bella Alfaro, senior, attacks Valencia’s defense.
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