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The Colfax community working together for kids
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At Jennings Elementary, opportunity abounds
It has been an exciting fall at Jennings Elementary and I
can’t believe it is already January. We have an amazing
group of educators, students, staff, volunteers and families
that help make every day such a pleasure to be here.
Jennings continues to be an award-winning school as we
received the Washington State Title I, Part A Award for
Exceeding Performance in Mathematics and/or English
Language Arts this fall. With the honor came a $3,400
award. This recognition continues to highlight the great
work happening here at Jennings.
This fall has demonstrated why Jennings is such an
amazing and successful school. Our students are provided
a wide range of opportunities and experiences that go well
beyond the usual classroom instruction.
These activities elicit growth and learning that build
knowledge and leadership needed for success. In just over
three months of school, our students developed leadership
and collaborative skills through our first annual leadership
boot camp, Camp Grizzly and our schoolwide student
leadership. In the latter, students are involved in a variety
of school jobs, decision-making and volunteer work.
In addition, through our community partnerships with
Rosauers, our PTO, the Whitman County Library, the
Courtyard, Hill-Ray, Whitman County Health and
Rehab, 4H and
a multitude
of volunteers,
students have
experienced
computer science
and coding,
robotics, art
projects, running
club, Turkey
Trot, tutoring,
after-school
experiences and
various other
activities.

With generous support from our PTO, students have
learned through multiple field trips that have included
the Symphony and U of I. Upcoming trips include
the Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge, Schweitzer
Engineering and WSU, among other locations.

Thanks to the work of David Nails and Heather Huston,
our 2nd and 3rd graders were able to partner with the
Whitman County Recycling Center and the PalouseClearwater Environmental Institute with a recycling
field trip connected to our Next Generation Science
Standards.
Finally, I am continually impressed with the amount of
time and energy our staff puts in supporting students
beyond the classroom. These efforts include activities
such as our first-ever family math night. By providing
a wide range of enrichment opportunities, Jennings
Elementary students receive a top-quality educational
experience that contributes to the success of our school.
Thank you to the staff, students, families and Colfax
community that make up our Jennings Elementary
school TEAM. It is because of this TEAM that Colfax
provides one of the best elementary experiences for kids
in the state. Go Bulldogs!
Travis Howell, Principal, Jennings Elementary School

Kindergarten students in Mrs. Brown’s class working hard on their number sense.
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News from Colfax Junior/Senior High School
Colfax Junior and Senior High School students and staff have
had a productive first semester, packed with learning, growth
and accomplishments in academics, sports and extracurricular
activities.

Highlights in academics include completing our first year of
MAPs testing by all of our 7th, 8th and 9th grade students. The
results provide key information to students and teachers for
setting goals and measuring specific academic growth this year.

This year’s musical performance, Oklahoma!, drew even larger
crowds than usual, as we celebrated our 50th anniversary of
musicals from the Colfax High School stage. Alums from past
musicals joined the crowd, were treated to a display of 50 years
of historic posters from past musicals and were honored at a
public reception.
Our music director, Cary Cammack, was also honored for
directing the past 25 musical performances. To welcome our
transition into the holidays, our elementary, junior and senior
high band students treated the community to a spectacular
concert under the direction of band director Mike Morgan.

Oklahoma,
where the wind comes sweeping down the plain
Kudos are also in order for science/math teacher Kathryn
Vogler. Kathryn was one of only 28 teachers across the country
awarded an Allen Distinguished Educators grant. Students in
her 7th grade science class will use STEM practices (science,
technology, engineering and math) to design an experiment that
answers the question, “Can I ride 53 miles on a bike from the
energy of a single burrito?” They will be defining variables,
collecting and analyzing data and presenting their results to an
audience.
Seniors have been working hard on senior projects, following
a new format this year focused on career exploration. Seniors
are already practicing in classrooms and will be presenting
to the community on Monday, January 30, 5:30 to 8 p.m. The
community is invited to join panels that evening to provide
feedback and encouragement to our seniors. Call CHS at 509397-4368 for more information, or watch local news for details.
Colfax led a strong fall season in sports. Football finished 4th in
the Northeast 2B league with 6 wins and 4 losses. Junior high
football held Bulldog spirit through a tough season with a 2-4
record. Volleyball finished 5th at the 2B state tournament and
Cross Country sent three runners to the state 2B race. Girls’
junior high basketball finished the season with a 10-0 record.
And eight dedicated cheerleaders kept our school spirit strong
through the fall season.
Colfax High School students Chase Baerlocher, Carson Cloaninger and
Riley Griffiths at the State 2B Cross County Race this fall.

Extracurricular activity highlights included a larger than usual
number of new inductees (23) into the National Honor Society.
Our Knowledge Bowl team is off to a strong start. The Future
Farmers of America (FFA) group continues to do well in regional
competitions.
Our Family, Career and Community Leaders of America
(FCCLA) club partnered with the Washington National Guard
to collect 2,410 pounds of food for our in-house pantry, with
surplus donated to local distribution points and our ASB
leadership volunteered during Rosauers’ Turkey Drive.
We are thankful for all the hard work our students, staff,
coaches, families and community members dedicate to the
success of our students and programs.
Carrie Lipe, Principal, Colfax Junior/Senior High School

Colfax robotics: A tradition of excellence

Saturday, January 7th, marks the beginning of the 2017 FIRST
Robotics Competition (FRC) season. Over 3,000 teams from
around the globe will participate in this program that combines
the rigors of sports with the excitement of technology.
Colfax participants have been a strong force for five years – with
the team going to the World Championships three years in a row!
All Colfax students interested in manufacturing, programming,
business, electronics and design are welcome to join. For more
information, please check out the Colfax Robotics website at
http://ah4cougs.wixsite.com/sciborgscolfax or contact Helena
Johnson at 397-6733.
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