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Mitchell County High School
Class of 2014 Graduation
Mitchell County High School held its commencement exercises May 30, at 8 p.m. in
the MCHS gym.
Zakia Toombs - 2014 Valedictorian said, “On behalf of the graduating Class of
2014, I would like to mention our parents, who have been our constant support
system. Thank You. To the faculty and staff of this wonderful establishment, who
never gave up on us even when we felt like throwing in the towel, Thank You. To
our friends and family members, the ones we went to in trouble and always gave
us rides, Thank You. Finally, to Mr. Robert Adams, our voice of reason and the backbone of the class
of 2014. Thank you.” Neal Aldavera - 2014 Salutatorian said, “My fellow
classmates, you are now going to face a new step of your life. A lot of things
are going to change. Some of you are going to work; some to the military and
some to college. All of these decisions are going to bring you challenges. I ask
that you take these challenges and not cower from them no matter how hard
they seem. Life is tough, but you are tougher. Another thing I ask from you is to
learn from your mistakes, because making mistakes are inevitable. Everyone
makes mistakes, but not everyone learns from them.” Continued on page 15….

NMCES:
Our First Grade Gardeners
During the last month of
March, 1st grade students
became gardeners during
their career lesson for the
Agriculture,
Food
and
Natural Resources career
cluster. During this lesson, each student planted two tomato seeds.
They made sure they watered them once a week. On May 13, the
students transferred their plants to our school’s garden. They showed
great pride adding their plants to our garden.
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MCHS Students Complete Requirements for the Federal
Aviation Administration's Certified Ground School
Cadets Neal Aldavera, Xavier Aytch, and Ronnie Saxon recently completed all requirements for the Federal
Aviation Administration's (FAA) Certified Ground School and were awarded a Certificate of Completion
and their Air Force Junior ROTC Ground School Badge! These cadets are the first ever GA-946 Air Force
Junior ROTC cadets to complete the FAA certified ground school and to proudly wear the ground school
badge (wings) on their uniforms. Each cadet completed several hours of flight instruction provided by Mr.
Art Morris, an FAA certified flight instructor from Moultrie, Georgia, a three-day ground school course
conducted at Mitchell County High School and completion of the FAA Ground School test, which was
administered in Valdosta, Georgia. We congratulate each cadet and wish them continued success as they
continue their ambition to fly solo (without an instructor in the airplane) within the next few weeks!
SOAR HIGH CADETS!
Left: Neal, Xavier and
Ronnie received their
certificate from Captain
Marty Dupertuis.

gets "suited up" for
Military Working Dog Attack
demonstration at Moody Air
Force Base in Valdosta...he
may never be the same!
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“Manufacturing Day” in 4th Grade at South Mitchell
By: Tiffiany Simmons
Students have been learning about several types of careers, in which they were very intrigued about Manufacturing. After watching a video,
students came up with the idea to have a “Manufacturing Day.” Because of their interest in this career path, Mrs. K. Williams also gave
students some history about it and how it plays a significant role in our everyday life. Ms. A. Kelly allowed all 4 th Graders to work in her
Science Class which encouraged each of them to participate in this activity. Some made bows, board games, earrings, bracelets, and book
marks. Some teachers also came in to purchase products from the students. This was an awesome activity that students were able to bring to
life!!!

Georgia’s 2014 Summer Reading Challenge
Summer is on its way, but that shouldn’t mean books are left on the shelf. When students don’t read during the summer months, they lose educational ground
– a phenomenon that lowers achievement potential and widens the achievement gap. All students are challenged to read every day this summer, for at least 15
to 30 minutes. Parents and students are encouraged to visit the Find a Book, Georgia website, http://www.lexile.com/fab/ga/, and make a Summer Reading
Pledge. Then they can use the site to find book recommendations throughout the summer, all tailored to a student’s interests and Lexile score. (If the child’s
Lexile score is not known, the site can estimate reading level based on answers to a few simple questions. Suggested summer reading goals for students based
on grade levels are: K-2 students: 10 books
*3-5 students: 8 chapter books
*6-12 students: 5 fiction books and 5 non-fiction books
Read more about Georgia's Summer Reading Challenge at this link: http://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-andPolicy/communications/Pages/PressReleaseDetails.aspx?PressView=default&pid=187.

5th Grade
Career
Fair at
SMCES
By:
Tiffiany Simmons
The 5th Grade students at South Mitchell County Elementary School held a school-wide Career Fair on Friday, May 30, 2014. Students
researched different careers in which Mrs. G. Jones and Mrs. Simmons grouped students into clusters; therefore each of the Georgia Career
Clusters was represented. 5th Grade students were very eager and able to answer any of the questions the students asked them. Teachers were
very intrigued with the attentiveness of the students as they moved throughout the stations. They were also able to share what they learned about
after visiting the career booths. They administrators, teachers, and students would like to thank the 5 th Graders for their eagerness to share their
future goals. WAY TO GO!!!!
The Eagle’s Nest is the official newspaper for the Mitchell County School System (MCSS).
All articles for publication in this newsletter should be electronically submitted to the school media specialist by the 15th of each month.
Visit us on-line at http://www.mitchell.k12.ga.us
Produced by: Ruth Lee, Eagle News Coordinator e-mail: Ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us
Special thanks to everyone who contributed and who helped proof this issue. It is the policy of the Mitchell County School System not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex,
religion, national origin, age, or disability in any employment practice, educational program, or any other program, activity or service.
Superintendent: Vic Hill
Schools:
South Mitchell Co. Elem. (SMCES)
Vicki-Hicks, Principal

MCSS Board Chair: Norma Gilpatrick
North Mitchell Co. Elem. (NMCES)
Jacquelyn White, Principal

MCSS Board Vice-Chair: Barbara Reddick
Mitchell Middle (MCMS)
Patricia English, Principal

Mitchell Co. High (MCHS)
Robert Adams, Principal

Parents, if you do not wish for your child’s picture to be placed in the newsletter or on the MCSS web sites, please go to the Central Office to sign a waiver form.
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AR Celebration MCMS
By: Pam Taylor
The library media program has definitely seen
success this year! Those students who met their
AR reading goals for the third nine weeks were
rewarded with a trip to Fun Park. Students enjoyed
bowling, riding go-carts, playing laser tag, blasting
each other on the bumper boats, and of course
playing in the game room. Students who read one
million words were rewarded at Honors Day with
a medal. Those students include John Stewart,
Bobby Chinell, Wendy Escalante, Nohemi Perez,
Clora Kelson, Quandrekus Moye, Lorenzo
Riggins, Edgerin Williams, Kayla Stambaugh, and
Marlen Mendez. John Stewart was our highest reader who read over 4 million words. Bobby Chinell was
second with over 2 million and Wendy Escalante was a close third with also over 2 million. These students
received a trophy and a basket of books to keep them busy for a couple of days this summer! I am so proud
of these students and their motivation to read! Thank you parents for encouraging your children to read!

Celebrating our May Star Students
and “Caught in the Act” Program at South Mitchell
Keniyah Burley from Ms. P. Dawson room and Michelle Escalante from Mrs. K. William’s room have both
demonstrated outstanding work and behavior quality in class. They are hard workers and great student helpers to
their teachers. They get along well with their peers and are excellent role models. These students were announced
on WBEN news at South Mitchell Elementary. They received awards from Mrs. K. Williams and administrators
as our way of saying Thank You for All You Do!
Michelle Escalante and
Keniyah Burley

All of the Star Students for the 2013-2014 year were honored on Honor's Day at South Mitchell Elementary on
May 29. For continuing in their progress as Star Students and role models, each student was awarded a trophy and
a certificate and their posters were returned to them from our Wall of Fame. The Star Student of the Year, Kyra
O’Bryant (left), was awarded a trophy and Visa gift card.
As a final celebration, all of the Star students participated
in an end of the year party celebration. Mrs. K. Williams
would like to thank all of the students who have done
their best to be the best in Social Studies and fourth grade
this year! Also, we would like to say thank you for the
community contributions that made this end of the year
celebration possible and thank you to our administrators
for your continued support to allow us teachers to be our
best as we meet the needs of our students.

On the Road Again, we just can’t wait to be on the road again …
The fourth and fifth graders at South Mitchell Elementary were on the road again this spring. We traveled to Savannah Georgia for a fun-filled
twenty-four hours. Our first stop was Old Fort Jackson where we were inducted into the Georgia Militia. We left there and traveled to Tybee
Island and took part in the Beach Program where we found Sea Stars and other ocean animals as we played on the beach. We spent time on
River Street just before taking a Trolley Ghost Tour.
After a good nights rest we
visited the Mighty 8th Air Force
Museum where we got to see
the restored war planes from
previous wars. The last place
we visited was the Massey
School where we learned about
the planning of the city of
Savannah and where the
inspiration for it came from.
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Parent and Community Input Needed
Mitchell County Schools are asking for Parent and Community input in planning for FY15 to help determine the best course of action to
improve student achievement. Mitchell County Schools are reviewing and revising our System Level Title I Parent Involvement Plan, Equity
Plan, and CLIP (Consolidated Local Implementation Plan - NCLB Descriptors and Implementation Plans). The following FY15 School
Level Plans will also be available for review and input: School/Parent Compacts, Schoolwide Plans and School Improvement Plans. A
meeting will be held at the Mitchell County Board of Education's Superintendent’s Conference Room, 108 South Harney Street, to allow time
for parents and stakeholders to view these plans and offer feedback and suggestions. The following times will be available for review at
Mitchell County Board of Education:
4:00-5:00 p.m. on June 24, and 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. on June 25, 2014
We invite you to the MCSS Superintendent's Conference Room to participate in this review process. If you have any questions concerning
this review process, please contact Federal Programs Coordinator, Vickie Smith, at 229-336-2156 ext. 1003 or
Vickie_smith@mitchell.k12.ga.us.

Creating Robots
After studying a unit on Geometry, Ms.
Teena Milligan's 5th grade Math classes
were given the task of creating a robot
using various shapes that they had studied. They had to identify each shape used.
The students enjoyed being creative and
demonstrating their knowledge. They
displayed their robots in the Media Center
for all of the students to enjoy.

NMCES Keeping
Parents Involved
We are moving to the closing of this
school term and getting ready for next
school term. We want to make sure that
the students receive everything they need
academically, socially and emotionally so
they will become productive citizens of these United States. In order
for this to happen, we have to team up with our parents for input on
things we have done this year. With them attending many activities that
we have throughout the year, they can give us feedback on what they
enjoyed and what they feel needs to be reviewed to make changes. We
held a parent meeting March 19th to review plans we had in place this
year. The parents were able to give us pros and cons about our plan so
we can make it better for next school term. We really appreciate our
parents for taking time out of their busy schedules to help us make sure
their child’s school experience is an enjoyable one. We also want to
make sure that parents
feel welcome in our
school and that their
children are safe
while they are in our
care.

Cadets Earn 2014 Model Rocketry Badge
Cadets Enrique Carmona (Alpha Flight), Jyonna Johnson (Bravo Flight), John Dent (Delta Flight) Giovanni
Meza (Alpha Flight), James Reynolds (Alpha Flight) and Tezani Willis (Bravo Flight) earned their 2014 Model
Rocketry badge on May 5 as cadets completed their fifth launch and recovery. As part of their model rocket
certification, each cadet attended a model rocketry class where they learned about model rocket safety, then
each cadet was required to construct his/her model rocket using the aerodynamic principals and safety measures
learned in class. Each cadet received a certificate along with an Air Force Junior ROTC
Model Rocketry Badge to wear on their uniform. certificate!
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MCMS’s GradVenture 2014

The 8th Grade class of MCMS had a blast at GradVenture 2014! It was the greatest adventure for our 8th grade graduates. These students
participated in a spectacular middle school graduation party at Universal Studios and Islands of Adventure in Orlando, Florida. This was a
wonderful opportunity for our students to ride roller coasters, enjoy 3D and 4D rides, dance, and meet other students from the Southeastern
United States. After celebrating the end of their middle school experience, these students are ready for High School!

Spotlight: High School Intern Joshua King
Joshua King is a junior at the Mitchell County High School and works as an Early Childhood Intern in Mrs. K.
Williams’ class at South Mitchell Elementary. His direct supervisor, Mrs. Paxton Crosby who oversees the
program housed at the school, encourages interaction with
the students and making the initiative to assist the teachers
with a great attitude. Joshua exemplifies all of the qualities
and the makings of a great teacher. His rapport with the
students has been outstanding. He has the ability to cause
students to gravitate toward him, and they miss him when
he’s not there. He works hard to complete all tasks in a
timely manner and with a humble spirit. Mrs. K. Williams and her class want to say,
“Thank you to Mrs. Crosby and Mr. Adams for allowing Josh to be a part of our class
family this year. We want to also say thank you to Josh for all you have done for us at
South Mitchell Elementary, and we wish you well on your journey to future success!”

MCMS Teen Maze

By: Destiny Cheevers, 8th Grade
Eighth graders from several counties attended “Teen Maze.” The purpose of the Teen Maze is to help youth understand the choices and
consequences they encounter in their everyday lives. A Teen-Maze is a life-size game that engages and educates teens while they’re having fun!
It’s an event that incorporates youth, adults, and parents all working together to create healthy youth opportunities. Eighth graders examined the
consequences of life’s choices in a hands-on, realistic, educational, creative and fun way. As we were walking through the maze at the
Agriculture Center, we were amazed at the new world that we were being exposed too. A world, outside of textbooks and parental hounding,
that allowed us to experience the real life dangers of drunk driving and unprotected sex; a world that showed us that the choices we make now
are crucial to our futures. Seeing the expressions on some of the other students’ faces as we listened to the frantic 911 call about a fatal car crash
that was caused by a DUI, watching as the fire department and emergency medical services assisted
an injured male as a sheet was draped over a bloodied lifeless body was a reality. Experiencing what
it’s like to live with a sexually transmitted disease or having to care for a child showed students how
burdensome and costly it could be to not practice
abstinence or engage in safe-sex practices.
If this program had been brought to schools in previous
generations, I think there would be more success stories
and higher graduation rates. Teen STD and pregnancy
rates could see a decrease with the implementation of the Teen Maze programs. Not to say that the
program will deter students 100 percent from engaging in risky behaviors, but it surely is an eye
opener and creates a more personal opportunity for them to experience various life scenarios and
emotions that can’t be felt in a text book or a “talk.” All parents of eighth grade students should let
their child experience the Teen Maze program if it is offered, and every city or county that does not
have it needs to hop on board. This program was sponsored by Mitchell County Collaborative
Group. What an amazing time we had!
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South Elementary School Nutrition Manager Stephanie
Bryant Graduates GSNA Leadership Academy
The primary objective of the GSNA Leadership Academy is to support and train GSNA members who show
leadership potential to take on additional leadership roles and responsibilities. The Leadership Academy consist
of several meetings throughout the year where participants receive training in the following areas: GSNA and
SNA Association History; Effective Communication Skills and Public Speaking; Developing Technology Skills
- Power Point/Presentation skills; Proper Parliamentary Procedures and How to conduct a Meeting; and Team
Building skills. Participants also have outside assignments which include reading and discussing various books
on leadership. Some of these books include: The Secret by Ken Blanchard, Leadership and The One Minute
Manager by Ken Blanchard, and The Leadership Pill. Occasionally, outside speakers are brought in to present
to participants on various topics relating to leadership and team building. By completing the Leadership Academy these members have
gained valuable knowledge and confidence where they feel confident in accepting leadership roles in the local, district, state and even national
associations. Two of the people, both SN Managers, who were a part of our first Leadership Academy have gone on to become "President" of
GSNA... and both of these individuals are currently serving on a national leadership committee with the School Nutrition Association (SNA).

MCMS’s Pennies for Patients
By: Ms. T. Stewart
Mitchell County Middle School’s nurse, Ms. T. Stewart,
spearheaded the Pennies for Patients Program on behalf of the Georgia Chapter of The
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. The Pennies for Patients Program is a community
service program that benefits The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. This year, over 750
schools in the state of Georgia participated in the program. The schools together collected
over $700,000 for cancer research and patient services. At Mitchell County Middle
School, students were encouraged to bring in as many coins as possible. The motivation
for bringing in the most coins was a pizza party for the class that collected the most coins.
The competition took place for five weeks. Ms. Stewarts’ goal for the year was to exceed last year’s goal of $1778.43. This year, Mitchell
County Middle School collected and donated $1911.65 to the Pennies for Patients Program. Ms. Jerona Waiters’ 7 th grade homeroom class
collected the most coins and was rewarded with a pizza party. Thanks to all who made this fundraiser a success!

NMCES—The Benefits of Extracurricular Activities—Cub Scouting
As a worldwide brotherhood, Scouting is unique. It is based on the principles of loving and serving God, of human dignity and the rights of
individuals, and of recognizing the obligation of members to develop and use their potential. It is a movement dedicated to bringing out the
best in people. Cub Scouting doesn't emphasize winning as an end result, but rather the far more demanding
task of doing one's best. In Cub Scouting, boys participate in a broad array of activities. Cub Scouts develop
ability and dexterity, and they learn to use tools and to follow directions. Recognition and awards encourage
them to learn about a variety of subjects, such as conservation, safety, physical fitness, community awareness,
academic subjects, sports, and religious activities. These interests might become a hobby or even a career later
in life. With all the negative influences in today's society, Scouting provides positive peer groups that can
encourage young boys in all the right ways. Carefully selected leaders provide good role models and a group
setting where values are taught and help to reinforce positive qualities of character. Richard Parker, a first
grader at North Mitchell County Elementary School, is a dedicated Cub Scout. He recently won 1 st place in a
Derby competition. CONGRATULATIONS to Richard Parker!!

MCMS Student Council Experiences Student Government at VSU
On Friday, May 23, 2014, the MCMS Student Council attended a visitation day at Valdosta State University. Led by the President and Vice–
President of the VSU Student Government, students
learned about the responsibilities and opportunities
present within daily college life and were given tips on
how to cope with the challenges. Students were given a
campus tour to VSU student government offices,
dormitories, cafeterias and eateries, classroom buildings,
science laboratories, social organization headquarters,
and physical fitness centers as well as VSU’s newest
addition - a 17 million dollar health sciences building.
The experience was beneficial to all who attended. T.
Oliver, D. Williamson

June 2014

Page 7

NMCES Kindergarten
End of Year Ceremony
On Friday, May 30, 2014 NMCES honored their
Kindergarten students with a beautiful ceremony. The children entertained the audience with three songs: Sing,
Life's a Happy Song, and Somebody Come and Play. They were led by our music teacher Ms. Nancy Davis. Mrs.
Carolyn Greene, our guest speaker, gave a motivational speech that was enjoyed by the adults as well as the students. Diplomas were
presented to all of the students. Diamond Williams received an award for being the only student to have Perfect Attendance. Other special
awards that were presented were Citizenship, Most Improved, P.E., Health, and Music. The Kindergarten teachers, Dr. K Davis, Ms. M.
Sapp, Mrs. V. Hayes, and Mrs. S.G. Williams would like to thank the parents for all of the support they gave this year.

North Mitchell County Elementary School’s Academic Awards Days
North Mitchell County Elementary School’s Academic Awards Days were on June 2, 3, and 4. They were a great success! The theme this
year was Happy! The students at North Mitchell reached great heights again this year and were honored for their outstanding hard work and
dedication toward their academic achievement.
During the program, the Welcome was presented by Raziya Hodge, Pledge of Allegiance by Shelby Dent, and Invocation by Jeremiah
Reddick. All students received awards and certificates in each grade for their talents and personal gains in the classroom. The first and
second grade students celebrated and were given awards in Citizenship, Most Improved, Perfect Attendance, Creativity, Outstanding
Classroom Participation, among others. The Highest Overall Classroom Achiever in each classroom for first grade was Chardarius
Alexander, Taylor Browning, Zariah Smith, and Keniyah Weston. The Highest Overall Classroom Achiever for each classroom in second
grade was Tiler Knight, Chanse Taylor, and Cornelius Wynn.
In addition to the achievement awards presented, Mrs. V. Williams, Counselor, recognized the Students of the Month for each classroom.
Mrs. L. Smith, Literacy Coach, recognized the top AR student in each homeroom, as well as, students who participated in the RIDE program.
Music awards were given by Ms. N. Davis and Health and Physical Education by Mrs. S. Williams and Coach Z. Dallas. John Wooden
said, “Don't mistake activity with achievement!” The activities that our students engaged in this school year at NMCES lead to their great
achievements! They’ve studied nightly, worked hard daily, and were recognized for their hard work and determination on June 2, 2014.
Parents filled the gymnasium to help us celebrate with their achievements to progress to the next level. Smiles, cheers and excitement filled
the room!
The third grade students did exceptionally well in all academic subjects! We had two students exceed in every subject, JaQuavian Daniels
and DeShae Palmer. These students did exceptionally well scoring in the 900s in some subject areas on the Criterion Competency Test
(CRCT). All of the third grade students received awards in the areas of meeting the state standards by earning a score of 800-849. We had
12 students to receive awards for Citizenship, 12 students to receive the Most Improved award, and 3 students overall in third grade to
receive the Highest Reader award for the classroom. The top 3 students in third grade were JaQuavian Daniels, Nasheria Byrd, and DeShae
Palmer. Our overall third grade achiever is JaQuavian Daniels. We are so very proud of our students! The fourth grade students did
exceptionally well in all academic subjects! Some students did exceptionally well scoring in the 900s in some subject areas on the Criterion
Competency Test (CRCT). We had 7 students to receive awards for Citizenship, 12 students to receive the Most Improved award, and 3
students overall in fourth grade to receive the Highest Reader award for the classroom. The top 3 students were Aria Randall, Desmeyan
Daniels, and MarQuavian Williams. Our overall fourth grader was Aria Randall. We are so very proud of our students! Fifth Grade
students really put on a “show” to show off their achievements. The students performed a choreographed dance to the song “Happy” by
Pharell Williams to show their parents how excited they were to matriculate to the next level in education. A tribute to Maya Angelou was
also done by T’Ericka Williams, performing the poem “Still I Rise.” Four fifth grade males performed as the “Little Drummer Boys” for all
achievement programs. Jalen Clayton, Joshua Drake, Makiah Martin, and Jalen Perkins practiced all spring long to put on a rhythmic
performance…and it was outstanding! The students also did well academically. The top three students in fifth grade were Zantreal Bell,
Kelly Feaster, and Janijah Sanders. Overall high achiever was Kelly Feaster with a score of 860. Fifth grade also had 11 students to receive
Citizenship and 12 for Most Improved.
Congratulations to all and “thank you” to the community for all of your support again this year!
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THANK YOU, PARENTS!
Parents, your support is vital to our schools. The research is clear that when schools and families support each other, STUDENTS of all
backgrounds and various abilities ACHIEVE at higher levels. Mitchell County Schools’ goal is to increase student achievement by having
engaged and empowered parents who are actively involved in their children’s education across all grade levels. THANK YOU, PARENTS, for
your SUPPORT of our schools this year. Our children could not make it without you! Please contact your child’s school and volunteer for
next school year. We Need You!

MCMS Celebrates Memorial Day

Ms. Felicia Grubbs 7th grade ELA classes at MCMS now have a greater appreciation
and understanding of why we celebrate Memorial Day in the United States. Did you
know that Memorial Day was originally called Decorations Day? Memorial Day is a
day of remembrance of all those who fought and died in service of the United States.
This day is about getting together with family and friends, but we must not forget
those who have fought in the armed services so that we can live the American Dreamlife, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. The students created a “Wall of Peace” in
honor of all the armed forces. The students also had the opportunity to create posters
using powerful words to reflect and pay their respects to our American war heroes.

MCMS Prom
The Mitchell County Middle School ‘s Class of 2018 attended their 8th Grade Prom on May 2, 2014. The theme for this year was “Wild ‘n’
Out.” The eighth grade had a wonderful time going wild into the jungle, but now they are “Out” of here! Good Luck to the Class of 2018

as they start their new adventures at the high school.

MCMS: To Our Champions

By: 7th Grade Student Council:
Honesty Fencher, Jykyrriauna Clayton, Jakiriah Yates,
Markya Thomas
“Every child deserves a
champion: an adult who will
never give up on them, who
understands the power of
connection and insists they
become the best they can
possibly be.”-Rita Pierson
On behalf of the 7th grade
student council and student
body, we would like to thank the 7th grade teachers for all of the hard
work and dedication they put forward this school year. It was
because of you that we were successful in every aspect of our
education. We could not have done it without your support. Our hats
are off to you! Thanks for all that you have done to make us have a
positive learning experience.

What I like Most About My
School (NMCES) Campaign
Students attend school for three reasons: 1) Acquire the
necessary skills to be successful in life, 2) Become academically
driven to pursue a certification in the field of their choice, and 3)
Learn the art of becoming a productive citizen in our society.
The students at North Mitchell County Elementary wanted an
opportunity to express to the entire faculty and staff as well as
visitors what they like most about their school. Each grade-level
was assigned a different color and each grade level was asked to
encourage their students to share what they like most about their
school. This is another way to survey students in an effort to
determine what specific things our students like most.
This project allows not only teachers and administration to be
informed of our students likes, but also, parents get an
opportunity to see what their child like most about our school. If
you have a moment, please stop by the North and read these
exciting comments. All grade-levels-PreK-5th participated.
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Hard Work Pays Off
By: Markya Thomas
& Wendy Escalante
On May 14, 2014, the
seventh
grade
teachers at Mitchell
County
Middle
School rewarded their
students with a CRCT
Celebration that included a day of fun activities. Students were rewarded for their outstanding performance
on the Georgia Criterion Referenced Competency Test (CRCT). To end the day, students indulged in a
delicious B.B.Q. lunch that was provided by their teachers. Job well done 7th graders!

Good Character Counts at NMCES
North Mitchell County Elementary supports the fact that good character leads to good citizens for our school, community and ultimately the
world. We have decided to spotlight our students who make a conscious effort to make sure they are making good decisions and showing
respect to themselves and others. They are responsible when it comes to completing their class work and helping keep our school safe and
clean. They are willing to help where help is needed. They have decided to be successful in everything they do academically and socially.
Starting young will give them a better outlook on the future and we commend them for their efforts. Keep up the Great Work students and
encourage others to do the same.
April Students of the Month
Kindergarten – Jett Menix, Zakary Watson, Demetria Bell,
Jaden Laster, Carlos Baylon
1st- Leilani Belinc, Keriaunna Hatchet, Juan Soto, Kasey
Lairsey
2nd – Chanse Taylor, Zykeria Rodgers
3rd – Bryson Brinson, Sanyai Harris, Jasmine Robinson
4th – Marjavion Sanders, Antonio Keith, Shan’Tyana Walker
5th – Jalen Perkins, Mikeria Butler, Anyla Bell

May Students of the Month
Kindergarten – Alexis Gilbert, Torren Williams, James McMillan
1st- Sabrina Feaster, Jada Watts, Jahla Ross, TaMiya Green
2nd – Jayden Richey, Jayda Crews, Chloe Hutto
3rd – Jaden Williams, Ma’Coryan Martin, Mauro Lopez
4th – Samtavise Allen, Anilyah Hawkins, Shan’Tyana Walker
5th – Nancy Avirett, De’Erika Harris, Zantreal Bell, Marissa Parker
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GA-946 AIR FORCE JUNIOR ROTC CADETS LAUDED
DURING ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY
by Master Sergeant (E-7/retired) Gil Harbach, Aerospace Science Instructor, GA-946, photos by Ms. Leigh Twitty

Mitchell County High School’s (MCHS) Air Force Junior ROTC (AFJROTC) unit, GA-946, recognized its outstanding cadets during their
annual awards ceremony held Thursday night, May 22, at the high school. In attendance were Mr. Vic Hill, Superintendent of Mitchell
County Schools, Mr. Rodney Conine, Director of Career, Technical, and Agricultural Education (CTAE), MCHS, Dr. Constance Lee,
Assistant Principal (AP), MCHS, Dr. Stephanie Gagnon, AP, MCHS, American Legion Post 518 Commander, Mr. Charlie Jones, American
Legion Post 141 Commander, Mr. Jack Baker, along with Mr. Julian Stodemeyer, Mr. Butler McDonald, Mr. Hugh Ivy, Mr. Tommy
Williams, Mr. Nelson Burnett, Mr. Pickett Condry and Mr. Tony High. Also in attendance were the Air Force Sergeant’s Association,
Chapter 451 Vice President, Mr. Ken LeFrenze, Ms. Latrelle Cranford from The Woodmen of the World along with many family, friends and
supporters of the one hundred and fifty-one cadets being recognized! JAMIA SANDERS, CAMRYN MCGREGOR and MATHEW
WINFREE were presented the Top Performer award. The Top Performer award can only be awarded to a maximum of 2% of the current unit
cadet corps population and recognizes a cadet’s performance in the following key areas: Leadership and Job performance: in primary duty
and specifically in preparation for the unit’s annual assessment. Leadership Qualities: involvement and positions held in extracurricular
activities. Academic Performance: must be in good academic standing in all high school course work. Significant Self-Improvement.
Community Involvement and other accomplishments.
The Superior Performance ribbon is given annually for outstanding achievement or meritorious service rendered specifically on behalf of Air
Force Junior ROTC. The following cadets received this award: NEAL ALDAVERA, FREDERICK SHELTON, and AALIYAH PARSON.
Receiving the Leadership Ribbon were RONNIE SAXON, JOSH KING, KEZIAN JACKSON, SHACRISTAL SHINE and TAMIA BANKS.
This award is for outstanding performance in a position of leadership. The first national-level award of the evening was the Air Commando
Association Award (ACA). The ACA is presented to a cadet who closely exemplifies the thirteen Critical Attributes of Success for Air
Commandos. Each cadet researched and submitted a one page essay on a historical Special Operations Mission. JAMIA SANDERS and
FREDERICK SHELTON received the ACA. The next award was the National Society of the United States Daughters of 1812. A junior or
senior, who has demonstrated qualities of academic excellence, leadership, military discipline, dependability, patriotism and upright character
in speech and habits, which exemplify the ideals upon which our nation was founded, is eligible for this award. JOHNA WEST was presented
this award for all her accomplishments during the school year! JOHN DENT received the next national-level award, the Celebrate Freedom
Foundation Award. To earn this award, Cadet Camp was in the top 15% of his academic class, top 5% of his ROTC class, exhibited a positive
attitude, and has a desire to pursue a military career. The next award was The Retired Enlisted Association Award (TREA) was awarded to
AALIYAH PARSON for her exceptional leadership qualities while serving in a cadet enlisted rank. DIANNA REDDING and D’ANTAY
WILLIAMS were the recipients of the Tuskegee Airmen Incorporated (TAI) award for sustained performance in the cadet corps exemplified
through outstanding leadership, Air Force Junior ROTC participation, academic performance and service to the community, school and unit!
Receiving the Air Force Sergeants Association (AFSA) award from Mr. Henry Jackson was SHACRISTAL SHINE awarded to a third or
fourth year cadet for demonstrating outstanding qualities in military leadership, discipline, character, and citizenship while achieving the top
25% of their AFJROTC class. The next award was the Military Order of the Purple Heart Award and is earned by a third or fourth year cadet
in a leadership position in JROTC, who is active in school and the community, and has at least a “B” average in all subjects during the last
semester. RONNIE SAXON received the Purple Heart award!
The Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) award is given to a third year cadet in the top 10% of their AFJROTC class and in the top 25%
of their overall class, who demonstrates outstanding military bearing and leadership. The SAR award went to JOSH KING. The Military
Officers Association of America (MOAA) award was earned by TAMIA BANKS and is awarded to a cadet who is in good academic
standing, who is loyal, and who demonstrates leadership potential. MATHEW WINFREE received the Military Order of the World Wars
(MOWW) award presented to an individual who has made outstanding accomplishments or service to the Air Force Junior ROTC program
and who have committed to another year in the program. The next award was the Reserve Officers Association (ROA) award and is given to a
fourth year cadet in the top 10% of their Aerospace Science class, demonstrating motivation, initiative, courtesy, high ethical standards, and
outstanding uniform wear. XAVIER AYTCH was presented this award. JAMIA SANDERS earned the American Veterans (AMVETS)
medal for her motivation towards JROTC, her exceptional uniform wear, officer potential and maintaining an “A” in Aerospace Science
class! The next award was the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) award and is given to a cadet in the top 25% of their ROTC
class, the top 25% of high school class, and exhibiting character, discipline, and motivation towards JROTC. Receiving the DAR award was
ASHLEY POTTS! American Legion Post 518 awarded FREDERICK SHELTON and NEAL ALDAVERA the American Legion General
Military Excellence Award for their demonstration of military excellence while achieving the top 25% of their AFJROTC class. American
Legion Post 141 sponsored two additional General Military Excellence awards presented to TAMIA BANKS and A’SHANTEK MCCOY. In
addition to these four awards, each American Legion Posts, 141 and 518, sponsored the American Legion Scholastic Excellence awards
presented to XAVIER AYTCH, KEZIAN JACKSON and VICTOR JOHNSON! The American Legion Scholastic Excellence Award is given
to a third or fourth year cadet demonstrating leadership while achieving the top 10% of their school class and top 25% of their AFJROTC
class. JOHNA WEST earned the Daedalian award given to a third year cadet in the top 10% of their Aerospace Science class, in the top 20%
of their school class, and expressing a desire to pursue a military career.
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JUNIOR ROTC CADETS ANNUAL AWARDS … from page 10
The Air Force Association (AFA) award is the highest national level award presented during the awards ceremony and is presented to a cadet
that is outstanding in all areas to include drill, academics and Physical Training (PT). The recipient must be in the top 5% of their AFJROTC
class and top 10% of their academic classes. RONNIE SAXON earned this award.
The Woodmen of the World is the largest fraternal
benefit society with open membership in the United States and recognizes one cadet with the Lamp of Learning award. NEAL ALDAVERA
earned this award! Outgoing seniors were recognized for their contributions to GA-946, Mitchell County High School, Mitchell County and
Southwest Georgia including the training of more than six hundred cadets, the collection of over five thousand pieces of clothing, the
generation of more than three thousand canned food items donated to The Mitchell County Food Bank, receiving an “Exceeds Standards”
ratings by Headquarters, AFJROTC during their 2013 Unit Evaluation, participation in twenty-five home football games and twelve parades
just to name a few! Those seniors recognized were NEAL ALDAVERA, XAVIER AYTCH and KHRISTAL STEVENS!
The Outstanding Cadet ribbon is awarded each year to the outstanding cadet in each aerospace science year. The recipient from each class
must be of high moral character, demonstrate positive personal attributes, display outstanding military potential and attain academic and
military excellence. The Outstanding Cadet ribbon was awarded to JOHN DENT and JAMIA SANDERS (Aerospace Science First Year),
AALAYAH PARSON (Aerospace Science Second Year), RONNIE SAXON (Aerospace Science Third Year) and NEAL ALDAVERA
(Aerospace Science Fourth Year)!
The final award presented during the ceremony was Flight of the Year. The award was presented last because this award is a group award and
AFJROTC is all about team. There is no letter “I” in the word TEAM, and this flight has shown outstanding team work throughout the entire
school year. This award goes to the outstanding flight for the 2013-2014 school year. The competition was fierce. Outstanding Flight of the
Year competition included academics, four evaluations of drill, multiple uniform inspections, three Physical Fitness Tests, two Super Sports
Days, attendance during parades, participation in community service events and fundraisers, just to name a few. GA-946’S OUTSTANDING
FLIGHT OF THE YEAR for the 2013-2014 school year was…FOX FLIGHT! Led by TAMIA BANKS, members of Fox Flight include
KATHERINE BRAY, TATYANA BROADWATER, KELSEE BROADWAY, TERRANCE BRYANT, KENNEDI BUTTS, JAKE CAMP,
SHAHARRA COLEMAN, TYRIQUE EMANUEL, MARLON HAWKINS, BREANNA HICKS, KENDRIANNA HILL, A’ISHAH
HUNDLEY, ANTYONNA JONES, DEMETRIUS JONES, CAMRYN MCGREGOR, JOCILIN MOORE, PARIS MORMAN, TYMARA
PACE, AALIYAH PARSON, JAMIA SANDERS, JOHN SIMMONS, T’YUNNA SMITH, I’ONNA SPENCE, JASMINE ST. PIERRE,
TIANDRA STANDFORD, KIMBREYONNA WILLIAMS, MYESHA WILLIAMS, QUANDARIUS WILLIAMS, SHADERRICKA
WILLIAMS, and MATHEW WINFREE!
The cadets, and instructors, of GA-946 sincerely say “Thank You!” to the faculty and staff of Mitchell County
High School and the citizens of Mitchell County for your continued support of our dynamic and award winning
program. You are “Superstars of Education” and we welcome you to join us as we celebrate our
accomplishments of the 2013-2014 school year and continue to strive for excellence during the 2014-2015
academic term!
1)-Cadet Shacristal Shine accepts the Air Force Sergeants Association award from MSgt (E-7 retired) Henry
Jackson. 2) Mr. Jack Baker, Commander American Legion Post 141, presents Cadet Victor Johnson with the
Scholastic Excellence Award. 3) Cadet Neal Aldavera is awarded the Woodmen of the World Lamp of Learning
Award from Ms. Latrelle Cranford. 4): Cadet Jamia Sanders receives the Outstanding Cadet of the Year (firstyear cadet) from Dr. Constance Lee. 5) Captain Marty Dupertuis presents the Flight of the Year trophy to Cadet
Tamia Banks as members of Fox Fight looks on!
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CADETS OF GA-946 SOAR HIGH
AT MCHS HONOR’S NIGHT
By: MSgt Gil Harbach, ASI, GA-946
Several senior cadets of GA-946 were recognized as being at the “tip of the spear” of their 2014
graduating class during Honors Night 2014 held Thursday evening, 29 May, at Mitchell County
High School’s gymnasium. Cadet Colonel Zakia Toombs, GA-946 Cadet Commander (first
semester), was recognized as the Valedictorian for the Class of 2014 while Cadet Lieutenant
Colonel Neal Aldavera, Vice Group Commander (second semester), received the honor of
Salutatorian! Seven other cadets, Xavier Aytch, A’darius Harvey, Deaundra Hill, A’shantek
McCoy, Erin Moore, Khristal Stevens and Christopher Feaster were presented with Air Force
Junior Reserved Officer Training Corps Certificate of Completions, in addition to winning over
$10,000.00 in scholarships. The accolades given to the Aerospace Science IV (fourth-year) cadets is a true indication of their commitment to
academics, service to their community and to our great nation! SOAR AMONG “THE EAGLES” SENIORS!

MCHS Business Students Broadcast
Honor’s Night and Graduation and
Produced Videos
On May 29 at the MCHS Honor’s
Night and again on May 30 at the
MCHS Graduation ceremony,
business students (left) Aaliyah
Parsons, Victor Johnson and
Leonor Davalos worked with CNS
Education
Coordinator
Beau
Sherman and with Business
Teachers Ruth Lee and Leigh
Twitty, and Media Specialist Jennifer Tucker to broadcast the events
live on the local CNS channel and also on mycnstv.com, where they
are archived.
Helping out at graduation was Blanca Lopez and
Sean Clark. Sean also helped Ms. Vickie Hicks,
South Mitchell County Elementary School’s
Principal, with creating and producing the school
video for the May 20, 2014 Board of Education
Meeting and helped out with the 5th Grade
Closing Video. Blanca also helped with keeping
the MCHS’s website updated each month.

MCHS Faculty and Staff
Deliver Report Cards to
Students’ Homes
Instead of mailing report cards home, the
faculty and staff took to the road on June 5 to
personally deliver each report card. They divided into three groups
and loaded up on the buses. This was another opportunity for the
teachers to not only meet with
parents of students that they
taught, but with parents of future
students as well. To stay updated
on MCHS’s news and events, log
on to
mitchell2.mch.schooldesk.net.

The MCHS Honor’s Night ceremony was held on May 29 at 6 p.m. at Mitchell County High School. The seniors were recognized for their
achievement in academic areas and Scholarships were awarded. After the awards, seniors presented their parents with a rose to thank them
for their support. The Business and Computer Science Department showed a video highlighting each senior, their school activities, their
honors, and their plans for the future. The Culinary Arts students catered the event. The Salutatorian (Neal Aldavera) and the Valedictorian
(Zakia Toombs) were announced. The Honor Graduates (shown below) were announced. They were: Zakia Toombs, Neal Aldavera, Akerian
Florence, Kendria Hill, Jasmyn Jackson, and Anthony Murray.

Reverend Eddie Adams (above right in picture) was the guest speaker for the event.

June 2014

Page 13

The ceremony was held on June 3, 2014 at 7 p.m. at Mitchell
County High School.

The ceremony was held on June 2, 2014 at 7 p.m. in the Flint River Auditorium.
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Techy Tuck’s June tip of the Month:
Tired of PowerPoint? Try Haiku Deck!
What is Haiku Deck? Haiku Deck is a completely new kind of presentation software. They try to keep it simple, beautiful,
and fun. "Keep it simple by limiting your text and focusing each slide on a single idea. Make it beautiful by building
your story around high-impact images and keeping your formatting consistent. And, most of all, have fun." And, I think
it is fun. And, so, so easy! You can upload your own photos, or you can use photos built into Haiku Deck. And, guess what, it's easy to find
photos, too! There are millions of free, high quality Creative Commons licensed photos already built in. All you have to do is search! You
can even create charts or graphs within Haiku Deck, and multiline slides are a new option, too. When you finish, you can simply share the
link through e-mail or social media. Or, your deck can be exported to PowerPoint (so you can add videos within the presentation),
SlideShare, or as a PDF. When you export to PowerPoint, all of the photo attributions are automatically included on each slide. Nice!
Interested in learning more? Check out the Haiku Deck presentations below for examples. One of my favorite uses of Haiku Deck is
when I'm starting a new unit. By combining words with images, it makes front loading the unit vocabulary easy (and hopefully easy to
remember, too). If you want to create an account, I'd use Chrome, not Internet Explorer. Students have been having trouble with it loading
correctly in Explorer. Also try Prezi at www. prezi.com. Check this out:
http://blog.haikudeck.com/free-photos-for-all-how-haiku-deck-puts-creative-commons-images-at-your-fingertips/?
utm_source=Haiku+Deck+Account+Holders&utm_campaign=2c82c0a05fSpring20143_20_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_16b8d96520-2c82c0a05f-321233037
http://www.haikudeck.com/e/IXPQ9thNi1#

Jennifer Tucker, MCHS Media Specialist

NMCES Peer Mediation

From SMCES 5th Graders

To coexist peacefully, students need skills to express their
needs and wants adequately and to create boundaries for
themselves in a responsible manner. Our Peer Mediation
program attempts to help our students develop leadership
qualities while assisting and serving others. It focuses on
students sharing effective strategies they use to resolve
conflicts, manage day to day academic requirements, and
how to demonstrate good leadership qualities. This activity
has significant impact on both the student-mentee and
student-mentor (pictured: Aria Randall (fourth grade mentor) and Matthew Handley
(Kindergarten mentee). Kindergarten students were chosen randomly for the
purpose of exposing these future fourth graders to what it is like being a fourth
grader. Afterwards, Aria wrote a brief essay about her experiences.

NMCES Anti-Bullying Campaign
Bullying is a systematically continued action taken by one or more
children with the deliberate intention of hurting another child, either
physically or emotionally. As we are all aware, Bullying is a crime. In an
effort to campaign against this social evil, two students at NMCES,
decided to launch the school’s first annual Anti-Bullying Campaign. Both
Ariana Mercer and Zaria Profit are fifth grade students who decided to
lead the Anti-Bullying Campaign. Both students, during lunch time and
recess time spoke with the entire student body in order to ask that they
help fight against bullying. These students know very well the impact and
affect that this social evil could have on students. They both concur that
the impact is negative and not positive. Both Ariana and Zaria asked the student body to create and
submit posters that served the purpose of advertising the fight against bullying. Here at North Mitchell
County Elementary School, we have conducted conferences/study sessions for individuals, small groups
and large groups in order to make sure our students are aware of what bullying means and the
consequences that will be applied if students are found guilty of this crime. According to our Student
Handbook, bullying is prohibited and consequences will be enforced. We are truly proud of these two
fifth grader leaders and other participates who participated in this school-wide Anti-bullying Campaign.
Everyone at North Mitchell County Elementary School takes all bullying issues seriously. However, there will be occasions where children
will argue and fall out with each other; this is a natural part of growing up and resolving conflict with others. We want all of our children at
NMCES to feel safe and come to school happy. Should your child be unhappy for any reasons, please see your child’s teacher. Our school’s
full anti-bullying policy is in the handbook.
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The graduation ceremony was held on May 30 at 8 p.m. at Mitchell County High School.
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