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“Summertime….and the livin’ is easy,” but for kids, it can also be a time that allows boredom to set in,
dragging along with the doldrums a sliding loss of skills and knowledge gained the previous school year.
In an effort to keep our students thriving, engaged, and holding on to their proficiencies, Riverview Community School District provided a different approach to the once-dreaded “Summer School” concept. This
year, eager teachers stepped forward to offer a plethora of exciting courses particularly designed to captivate children and to offer them the opportunity to attend classes developed with their various interests in
mind. The result was a vibrant and highly successful “Summer Enrichment” experience.
From July 10—August 3, more than 250 students in Grades K-8 attended creative and innovative classes held in the Seitz-Huntington complex. High School Science teacher Danielle Zachary served as the
Administrator of Summer Enrichment, supported by Superintendent Dr. Russell Pickell and Curriculum
Director Nancy Holloway. Attendance was steady, with most students showing up every day for their classes. Parent and Teacher Surveys both indicated an extremely high level of satisfaction with the Summer
Enrichment Program. (Sample comments from the Parent Survey are below on this page.)
Based on the positive feedback and the overwhelming enthusiasm of the students who took part in the program, Riverview is planning to continue and expand the Summer Enrichment Program for the Summer of
2018. It is the district’s hope to present an even greater variety of additional classes and to offer the opportunity to participate in this program to Riverview Community School District students in Grades K-12.

“Thank you for offering this program to our children. To me, it simply confirms the fact that Riverview
School District truly cares about our kids. My son was eager to attend every day, and in spite of some of my friends' comments that I was "punishing" him by "making him go to school during summer vacation," I felt that it was a very caring
and thoughtful program that proves that Riverview is willing to go the extra mile to make sure that our students have every opportunity to learn. My son did NOT complain about going...he looked forward to it, and LOVED it!”
“I was highly impressed with this program! I'd love to see it continue. My son had a fantastic time and really enjoyed the
AUTHORity class. Mrs. Holloway was a fantastic teacher to work with. She has been in contact with us throughout the
process to keep us informed of what is going on. Thank you so much for offering this program.”
“My child really enjoyed her teacher, peers and the program in general. She has already mentioned coming back next
year so I hope that you guys keep the option available. Thanks!”
I think this was a great idea for Riverview to do this for the summer. This helps kids keep up with the school stuff during
the summer. This was especially helpful the kids that struggle. Thanks!
The “Dig Into Reading” teacher did a wonderful job keeping the parents engaged and updated. My child went to the
class from Latchkey, so I never had the chance to meet the teacher, but her update emails made sure that parents were
always in the loop.
My son really liked the program. He told me about all the different things he did and gave me a thumbs up. It’s nice to
have learning be fun without the homework or kids worrying about grades.
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Instructor: Jessi Walsh
Seitz Middle School Band Director

MS Band
During the Summer Enrichment “Intro to Middle School
Band” course, incoming 6th grade students met for two
weeks to refresh their instrumental music skills. They
worked out of the Standard of Excellence method book, as
well as some outside resources. In the end, the students
presented a concert before parents and other Summer Enrichment students, performing six pieces
from the method book. Students not only had fun during this course, but also took advantage of the
opportunity to meet some of the students from different elementary schools who share a passion for
music and band. In the fall, these classmates will have already been introduced to one another,
creating a head start on the fabulous “band bond.”
Instructor: Heather DeRosia
Forest At Risk Paraprofessional

Acting Up
Throughout Summer Enrichment, the students in this class
spent a lot of time acting up...and they didn’t get in trouble for
it! Girls and boys in the “Acting Up” class practiced their dramatic performance skills through Charades and other stageworthy exercises. The students read several scripts aloud and
made masks and props. While engaged in these activities, the
children honed skills in reading with expression and fluency.
The kids may have thought that this was an acting class, but
in reality it was a reading workshop. They became more proficient in reading accuracy and fluency, exercised creativity, and learned to exude more confidence. Every single one of the students improved in these areas, and it was exciting to see them learn while having a great time "acting."
Instructor: Vincent Laginess
Huntington RTI Instructor

Power Math
This Summer Enrichment class focused on the Power Math standards, which allowed students to
further develop the 4th grade math skills necessary to be successful in 5th grade. Students took part
in activities that concentrated on multiplying a whole number of up to four digits by a one-digit
whole number, multiplying two-digit numbers, and fluently subtracting multi-digit whole numbers.
They also refined skills in finding whole number quotients and remainders with as many as four
digit dividends and one-digit divisors, and comparing two fractions with different numerators and
denominators, among a host of other mathematical activities. Strengthening math skills took on a
new angle through a class that was calculated to encourage exponential growth through a matrix of
engaging activities, all of which had students convinced that summer mathematics is sum fun!

RIVER-VIEWS
Instructor: Megan Frost
RCHS Spanish Teacher

Spanish 101
This class served as an excellent introduction to the Spanish language
and culture for a group of students grades 3-8. The students
learned basic conversational phrases including how to ask and answer: What is your name? How are you? Where are you from? Where do you live? How old are you?
Additionally, students learned the colors, numbers from zero to fifty, days of the week, months of the
year, seasons, action words, and topics of their own interest via access to “Rockalingua,” a music-based
Spanish program. The website also included access to online games designed to reinforce their learned
vocabulary. Students particularly enjoyed the interpersonal communicative activities and lively
games that they played in class. A daily comparative cultural lesson was also discussed, and students
had fun creating a variety of crafts, including Ojos de Dios, Guatemalan Worry Dolls, Papel Picado,
painting castanets, and even painting rocks. Mrs. Frost hopes to see the students continue their language studies in years to come!
Instructor: Anna Smith
Riverview EL Consultant, Wayne RESA

ELA Camp I (Early Elementary)
Students spent their Summer Enrichment time reinforcing their language arts
skills without even realizing that they were learning! Fun was the name of the game in ELA Camp
as students went on noun scavenger hunts, guessed the verbs their classmates were acting out, and
tried to identify objects by using only adjectives to describe them. The class even re-wrote classic
childhood songs replacing nouns, verbs, adjectives, and more to create silly new tunes! A relatively
new software program, Imagine Learning, was introduced to the students who got a jump- start
learning how exciting it can be to refine language arts skills through computerized stories, articles
and games contained in a fun, interactive experience that is also accessible at home. Even without
the toasted marshmallows, ELA Camp was sweet!
Instructor: Jennifer VanSickle
Melvindale Public Schools

ELA Camp 2 (Upper Elementary / Middle School)
This English Language Arts course focused on reviewing literature
to prepare students for the coming school year. Among the topics of focus during the in-depth analysis of stories were character traits, story elements, visualization, inferencing, and citing textual
evidence. Students brought their favorite leveled books to school each day and shared summaries of
their daily reading with classmates. Throughout the week, kids were able to browse through Seitz
Library to preview books that encouraged them to describe character, setting, and plot elements
featured in the books they chose to read. Creative mode kicked in when “Story Element Charts”
were used to highlight portions of the books that were read and discussed. Just
as it was in ELA Camp I, the Imagine Learning program was used to provide
students with the opportunity to tackle a variety of ELA skills at their own individual learning level. Because the online program is computer adaptive, children
were able to work at their unique instructional levels, receiving immediate feedback on questions they answered. The engaging program kept the students
busy, but the fun approach made them always eager to learn “S’More!”
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Instructor: Azita Fratarelli
Huntington Librarian

Dig Into Reading!
For three weeks, incoming first and second graders listened to summerthemed stories, made crafts, practiced reading in class and at home, and
made new friends! This dynamic group of students made lots of cool projects
including: vibrant salt dough creations, Pete the Cat puppets, pet sea shells,
and skyscrapers out of paint chip cards. After reading Pete the Cat and the Treasure
Map, the group put on their pirate hats, and with treasure maps in
hand, searched Seitz for the prizes marked with an X. There was no
ARRGH-uing the fact that Dig Into Reading! was a fun way for our
little Pirates to enjoy summer reading.
Instructor: Mrs. Gajewski
Huntington 5th Grade Teacher

Robotics
Students enjoyed an introductory level of learning how to program the EV3 Mindstorm Robot in the SE Robotics class, which
was comprised of students in 4th-6th grade. Not only did they
learn how to build the robot correctly, but they also gained simple programming skills, allowing them to name their robot, add
images to the screen, and to run the robot in straight lines and
with turns. Because this was a self-paced class, some groups even were able to add touch and light
sensors to activate their robot. Successful attempts at completing challenges incited enthusiastic
cheers of joy among the participants. Robotics students experienced what many other innovators
before them have learned: that in order to succeed at a worthy goal, numerous failures must be met
with a determined commitment to keep trying, until triumph is realized. With continued effort and
interest, these youngsters will soon be participating in sanctioned First Robotics competitions, along
with other members of the Middle School and High School Robotics Teams!

Book vs. Movie
This class utilized a “literature circle” format in which the students
were grouped according to reading level. Each group read a chapter
book over the course of 5 days, discussed what they read each day, and
performed assigned tasks as Director, Word Wizard, Connector, Summarizer, and Illustrator. After watching a movie adapted from the
book, children compared and contrasted the two media forms using a
graphic organizer. As a culminating activity, they presented their
book and movie and gave a detailed review. Some of the books the students read were, How to Eat
Fried Worms, Mr. Popper's Penguins, Beezus and Ramona, and Shoeless Joe.
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Instructor: Amy Farkas
Seitz Middle School STEM Teacher

3D Modeling and Printing
Students spent six class sessions working with the platform TinkerCad to create three-dimensional models.
They began by working through the five tutorials provided by TinkerCad to help them learn
the basics of the online modeling program. They
then were given individualized challenges each
day to create different items, such as designing
their own 3D spinner that they then 3D printed
on one of our Mod-T 3D printers. Students then
designed and printed their name on an Egyptian cartouche. The culmination was choosing
an item from our technology graveyard to sketch, and then recreate in
TinkerCad. Their results were amazing! Check out @FarkasSTEM on Twitter to see their delightful creations.

Virtual Reality/Augmented Reality (VR/AR)
Students spent six class sessions
learning to work within the platform CoSpaces to design threedimensional virtual
worlds. Through this program,
they were able to explore the
worlds they created in Virtual
Reality using the CoSpaces app
on their device along with VR
Viewmaster headsets. They began by creating a place that was
familiar to them, such as a park or a sporting event center.
They moved on by accepting challenges and designing areas
that they noticed in nature. The culmination was creating a
dream world, later shared with their classmates. The thrill of both weeks was interacting via
Twitter with Ben, the creator of CoSpaces, who is from Denmark. Once again, go to @FarkasSTEM
on Twitter to view the students’ creations.
Instructor: Mallory Mattern
Huntington 2nd Grade Teacher

Storybook STEM
Storybook STEM was a class that combined reading strategies with hands-on
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics activities. Each week,
the focus was dedicated to a different read-aloud, reading strategy, and
STEM activity. Students practiced the reading strategy throughout the week
in a whole-group setting and then with a partner. The last day of the week
involved hands-on STEM challenges that students performed as a group.
This class gave students ample opportunities to get hands-on with reading!
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Instructor: Bethany Hatzl
Huntington 4/5 Writing Teacher

Brain Boosters
Brain Boosters was designed to challenge students who wanted to
expand their higher-level thinking skills. This competitive group of
students solved logic puzzles and riddles, and dedicated themselves
to a variety of other challenging tasks. The goal was to increase
problem-solving skills through application of strategies associated
with higher order thinking skills, such as analyzing and evaluating
concepts, processes, procedures, and principles, rather than just remembering facts through rote learning. Throughout the course,
students were able to hone their problem-solving skills and to implement strategies that promote more advanced learning. However, students had such a blast completing the various activities that sometimes they even forgot to remember that they were learning!

Around the World
During the summer, students in this class had the opportunity to
create passports and to embark on a trip around the world. Students studied the geography, history, and culture of different countries
on each continent. Activities included videos, readings, art projects,
and much more! Children interacted, via video, with children from
fourteen different global countries,
who shared information about their
nation and even taught Riverview
boys and girls some basic words and
phrases in their native language.
Through this application of technology, Riverview Summer Enrichment students were able to discover and analyze the similarities
and differences of people and places around the world.
Instructor: Jason Saville
Seitz Middle School Math Teacher

Seitz Sports Academy
During this course, to start each day, students were given the opportunity to participate in the sporting activities of their choice. Members of the
class also practiced conditioning exercises, helping to refine skills in quickness and agility. Each
day students played team sports, both in the gym and outside, and they were able to be competitive
while also having fun. It was a great opportunity for kids to take a break from electronics, to get
away from television and video games, and to get some exercise and enjoy the summer season!
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Instructor: Amy VanSickle
RCHS Art Teacher

Watercolor I
The children who took part in the Watercolor class for grades
K-2 worked on creating two pieces of watercolor art each
day. Brush
instruction,
painting demonstrations and practice time all took
place prior to the creation of the final projects. Each
activity was designed with a set of instructions, but
the students were able to tap into their own creativity
to alter their desired outcomes. To help encourage
innovation and unique facets to each art project, stories were read to provide inspiration. In addition,
group discussions revolved around each of the painting topics, which included, among
others, butterflies, imagination, and fields of flowers. Students incorporated fundamental
elements of art, such as line, color, shape, form, value, space
and texture into their artistic efforts. Each day, when the
youngsters left the class, it was easy to see that the brightness
of the colors on paper was reflected in their shining faces!

Watercolor II
On the first day of class, children in third through eighth grades were introduced to seven watercolor
techniques through the creation of a sampler project. The techniques learned could then be applied
to various art projects the rest of the week. Directed objectives for each project were offered, but students were encouraged to add their own creative flair to their work. Students in this course were
able to complete work on a minimum of two art projects each day. Results showcased the unique talents and the innovational skills possessed by the students, who created some magnificent works of
art! Many of these students will continue to pursue their art interests and to expand their imaginative and technical capabilities under the guidance of district art teachers Judy English, Vince Cusumano, and Amy VanSickle during the regular school year, and a number of the kids in this class are
already making plans to participate in next year’s Summer Enrichment Art classes!
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Instructor: Nancy Holloway
Curriculum Director

AUTHORity!
Sixteen students, Grades 2-6, elected to take advantage of the opportunity to become published authors through
their participation in the AUTHORity writing class. As part of their an
authentic journey along the road to authorship, children first engaged in
brainstorming ideas and creating lists of emotions that stimulate creative
thinking. That led to the development of templates that housed outlines
of potential stories. From there, rough drafts, editing, revision, and
peer sharing took place before work began on the final copies. Students manufactured galley sheets, using black marker to handwrite text and watercolor markers to design bright, colorful illustrations. After many hours of dedicated work, the manuscripts were packed up and sent off to StudenTreasures Publishing Company. In August, each student received a genuine hard-cover copy of
their book, complete with dedication page, author’s page, and their original story
and art. RCSD now has sixteen newly published student authors who can attest, with AUTHORity,
that writing is tedious hard work, but a fun and extremely rewarding activity!
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