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November has arrived and Daylight Savings time has ended. Although it is a little brighter in the
morning, we will quickly see the evening invade our afternoons. Temperatures fluctuate a lot
during this time so I would like to take the opportunity to remind our students to dress
appropriately for the changing weather.
Much happens during this month. This week we have state, local, and school board elections
and then we have two days off for the NJEA convention. Throughout this month, we will
acknowledge our veterans as well as join with family and friends for Thanksgiving. We also
manage to hold our parent/teacher conferences during this month so that we can build on the
home and school relationship while educating your children.
While all of this is occurring, we are conducting a brief survey to get your ideas and thoughts on
the elementary school configuration. The survey has been posted on the district homepage and
many of our parents should have received an email today sending them directly to the survey.
As many of you are aware, the school district is investigating several alternatives to the current
K-3, 4-5 grade level configuration. We have proposed some solutions to alleviate some of the
problems with the current configuration. You are encouraged to participate in this brief survey.
For more information, there is a video to give you a better understanding of the suggested
alternatives. If you would be willing to participate, please click
https://goo.gl/forms/3vJ7Ev5LU7SzSGEC2.
Family and Friends are a wonderful part of the Thanksgiving Holiday! I hope that you have the
opportunity to meet and visit with the people in your life who mean the most. Wishing you all a
Happy Thanksgiving!
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EDUCATION NEWS
While science has always been taught using a “hand-on, minds-on” approach in Bordentown, this year our students are diving deep
into inquiry-based learning with the district’s implementation of the Full Option Science System (FOSS) to support the state adoption of
the Next Generation Science Standards.
Students across the grade levels will be exposed to three science modules each year: Life Science, Earth Science and Physical
Science. Science and Engineering practices are interwoven throughout each grade level module, and there is plenty of opportunity for
hands-on discovery. At each grade level, students are encouraged to look closely at data they collect and use their observations to
make predictions and draw conclusions during investigations. Ultimately, students are encouraged to use their evidence to support an
opinion or “argument” as well as evaluate and communicate information.
Starting in kindergarten not only do students learn how to be keen observers through
the Earth Science module, Trees and Weather, but also, they engage in some of the
foundational science and engineering practices. To our primary students the trees
around the neighborhood and near the school are all a part of their world. Trees and
Weather draws on a child’s natural curiosity of the world around them. Why do some
trees have leaves all year and others lose their leaves? What do trees need to live?
What kinds of animals rely on trees and how?
As part of this module, Kindergarten students have “adopted” a tree nearby the school and are
collecting data on the tree throughout the year in their science notebooks. The systematic study of
trees over the seasons will help students to develop a better understanding of changes over time
as well as the effect weather may have on living things. The “hands-on, minds-on” approach will
enable them to understand what plants (and animals) need to live as well as their relationship with
their environment. Using their science notebooks, students will have an opportunity to plan and
carry out investigations as well as evaluate and communicate information about their particular tree
using it as a model for other plants.
Kindergarten isn’t the only place where you will see students exploring the world of science. In fifth grade, students started the year
with their Physical Science module, Mixtures and Solutions. During this module students have the opportunity to investigate the
properties of matter by learning how things go together and how they can be taken apart.
The investigations students will complete will help them to learn fundamental ideas about
matter and its interactions. Students will see that matter “is made of particles too small to
be seen and develop the understanding that matter is conserved when it changes state—
from solid to liquid to gas—when it dissolves in another substance, and when it is part of a
chemical reaction” (FOSS). Students will engage in engineering practices throughout the
module by planning and carrying out investigations, analyzing and interpreting data, and
designing solutions. Students will use their data to support their argument, communicate,
and evaluate information. Our fifth graders also have many opportunities to collaborate and
discuss their findings when working through the different investigations of each module.
Teachers have noticed their students’ engagement and curiosity in science concepts throughout the years. The FOSS program is
working toward increasing this engagement as well as building a strong science background for all our students here at Bordentown.

Bordentown Regional High School
Mr. Robert Walder, Principal
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Bordentown Regional Middle School
Mr. Joseph Sprague, Principal
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BORDENTOWN REGIONAL MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS AND NOTES FROM OCTOBER
BRMS STUDENT COUNCIL ENVIRONMENTAL TRIP:
On Thursday, October 5th, 7th and 8th grade Student Council
members attended the 29th Annual Clean Ocean Action's
Student Summit. The Student Summit expands learning beyond
the classroom. It is designed to provide middle school students
who come from different areas of the state with an opportunity to
experience hands-on, marine environmental education at the
Jersey Shore. Students learned about the Diamondback
Terrapin, birds of the Jersey shore, marine life and the
environmental impact that human actions have upon the ocean
ecosystem. They seined and clammed in the Barnegat Bay,
participated in a beach exploration to find and identify marine life,
collected debris from the beach and learned how it impacts the
creatures that depend on the ocean and the habitats surrounding
it.
BRMS HOSTS ASSEMBLY: MAKE MUSIC NOT NOISE:
On October 2nd BRMS welcomed musician, keynote speaker, and
entertainer Preston Pugmire for his presentation “Make Music Not
Noise”. Students learned the value of effective communication,
how to work together, how to see views from another person’s
perspective, and how all of these values will lead to a more positive
life and school experience.
BRMS SEPTEMBER STUDENT OF THE MONTH:

From Left to Right Clockwise:
Khushmit Sidhu- ELKS
Erin Hoppe- 7th
Angelina Marino- 8th
Christopher Glenn- 6th

MacFarland Intermediate School
Ms. Megan Geibel, Principal
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MacFarland Intermediate School News

Fall has arrived! MIS is excited the cooler weather is upon us! Our school just celebrated the “Week of Respect”. It is
always a pleasure to see our students and staff take the time to make someone else’s day. Students contributed
through writing letters of thanks to staff and students throughout the building. It was a “feel good” week to make as
many people as possible smile and in turn, you feel great. Thank you to our guidance counselor Ms. Mohler for
coordinating all the activities. We had a great assembly by Preston Pugmire with the message to be kind, be respectful
and be authentic. Thank you to our PTO for funding this program.

MIS 5th graders are excited about all the fun they are having in the New Science program FOSS. Our students are
enjoying the hands-on activities. They are currently working in a mixtures and solutions unit, and exploring how a “real”
scientist explores, fails, retries and succeeds.

October Events at MIS:




October 19th and 20th – PTO Sponsored Book Fair
October 20th- Harvest Dance
October 31st- Halloween Parade

Clara Barton Elementary School
Ms. Louisa Kenny, Principal
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At CBS, our character education program
is a cornerstone of our school community
Welcome to our kindness cohorts! Last April, we started a new character education journey with our
students. We have begun Kindness Cohorts. All students and staff at Clara Barton School were
placed into a cohort. Each one contains students from grades K, 1, 2 and 3. They meet with their
Kindness leaders, who are at least two staff members of Clara Barton School. Students will remain
in the same cohort throughout their journey at CBS. We were sad to say goodbye to beloved third
graders, but our kindergartener have been introduced to our journey!
This program is to encourage connections with non-grade level peers as well as various staff members from the building.
First grade teacher Colleen Ferrarese, who wanted to spread kindness at CBS, suggested this idea. From there we created
a committee that consists of Mrs. Ferrarese, Mrs. DeVito, Mrs. Cain, Ms. Medici, Mr. Mahoney, and Mrs. Kenny. The
committee comes up with the lesson plans and puts them into action. We designed CBS shirts and we began our journey to
increasing kindness! At our first meeting our students worked on getting to know each other and our October meeting is
going to be outreach to and for veterans.
We ask that all of our students wear their Kindness Shirts on Kindness Days. This is so we can show as a unified front.
Kindergarten students will receive their shirts on Wednesday, October 25.
Halloween is almost upon us! Our PTO runs an outstanding event the PTO Spooktacular on Saturday October 28 in the CBS
APR. It runs from 6-9 p.m. On Tuesday, October 31, children of CBS will be permitted to dress for Halloween on a voluntary
basis. Our students will parade outdoors with the students of MIS, beginning at 10:00 a.m. Parents and spectators may
lineup along Crosswicks Street, Hopkinson Street, East Burlington Street, or in front of CBS. In the case of rain, the parade
will be moved indoors, with the students parading throughout the hallways. Should this occur and you wish to attend please
enter at the CBS gym which will be included in the parade route. Please begin arriving no earlier than 9:45 a.m. Just a
reminder we dismiss early on Halloween for a teacher in-service. School will end at 12:40 p.m.

When your child is absent, you are required to notify the school
at 298-0676 ext. 3102 before 9:00 A.M.

CBS SCHEDULE
K-3

Normal

Half

1 Hour

2 Hour

Day

Delay

Delay

Arrival

8:25

8:25

9:25

10:25

Dismissal

3:15

12:40

3:15

3:15

Peter Muschal Elementary School
Mr. Daniel Riether, Principal
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Good Deeds Abound at Peter Muschal Elementary School!
For a 5th consecutive year, Peter Muschal is employing the “Caught Being Good” program. Many individuals have
memories of getting in trouble and facing disciplinary consequences when they were in elementary school for things
they did wrong. The aim of Caught Being Good is to recognize and call attention to the positive actions students
perform on a daily basis. When a faculty or staff member sees, or “catches” a student doing something related to our
character education words, he/she may fill out a caught being good form naming the student, describing the action or
good choice and finally highlighting which character words the good deed represented. Students are then recognized
during their lunch periods and provided with a certificate and pencil. All recipients are encouraged to take their
certificates home and share with their family the reasons they were given the award. The recognition program during
lunches often turns into a mini character education lesson where students can share ways they help others. We are
fortunate to have a naturally caring student body here at PMES and the Caught Being Good program is just one way
we recognize student effort in terms of living their character education words on a daily basis. Parents are also
encouraged to extend Caught Being Good into the home environment by encouraging children to make positive
behavioral choices even when they’re not at school. When they do, their words and deeds can be recognized in
whatever way you see fit. Often, just a word of thanks or congratulations is all a child needs to feel good about the
difference they’ve made in someone else’s life. Keep up the fantastic work PMES students and we hope to catch a
whole lot more people being good throughout the year.

Important Upcoming Dates
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This Month
November 9 & 10 – NJEA Convention – SCHOOL CLOSED
November 15 – Board of Education Meeting
November 22 – ½ Day ALL Staff and Students
November 23 & 24 – Thanksgiving Recess – SCHOOL CLOSED

Next Month
December 13 – Board of Education Meeting
December 22 – ½ Day ALL Staff and Students
December 25-29 – Winter Recess – SCHOOL CLOSED
January 1 – New Year’s Day – SCHOOL CLOSED

“The function of education
is to teach one to think intensively
and to think critically.
Intelligence plus character - that is the goal of true education.”
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Thank you for checking in with The Bordentown Bulletin!

