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GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS SCHOOLS READY FOR
A GREAT YEAR OF LEARNING
Dear Residents:
e are thrilled to have
our students back in
the classroom for yet
another year of growth
and meaningful learning
opportunities.

welcomed 16 new
staff members to our
school family - a
group of talented
and enthusiastic
individuals who I am
confident will
continue the strong
tradition of excellence in our schools.

This year we will continue to build on our
current goals as outlined in our continuous
improvement plan, as well as offer new
There are many ways to keep in touch over
initiatives that will enhance learning. We are
expanding our 1:1 initiative technology plan
the school year. You are invited to attend my
Coffee & Conversation gatherings on the
to the sixth grade to continue to maximize
and personalize every student’s
third Fridays of the month at
8:15 a.m. at Marshall’s in
learning. Students will use a
You are invited to
Grandview where we will
personal device to access digital
attend my Coffee
feature key staff members,
course materials, collaborate
& Conversation
topics of interest, and
with teachers and peers, and
gatherings on the third
answer any questions you
view digital textbooks. And due
Fridays of the month at
may have about our schools.
to the hard work of our high
8:15 a.m. at Marshall’s
Please visit our website at
school administration and
in Grandview. Visit the
www.ghcsd.org for news
teachers, our Advanced
and information, “like” and
Placement course offerings are at district homepage for
dates and topics.
follow our Grandview
a new high. Increasing access to
Heights Schools Facebook
technology and course offerings
page, follow me on Twitter @CulpAndy,
will better prepare our students for the
world they will experience after graduation.
and feel free to email me at
superintendent@ghcsd.org.
Speaking of our students, this year we have
the largest kindergarten class in two
decades! A total of 114 kindergarteners are
enrolled at Stevenson Elementary. We also

Our mission, beliefs, and characteristics
define what makes Grandview Heights
Schools a unique and special place for our
students, staff, and community. Together,
let’s make this another year where our
schools are truly A Small Place to Dream Big.
Sincerely,
Andrew K. Culp
Superintendent
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1:1 INITIATIVE NOW
SERVING GRADES 6-12

randview Heights Schools’ 1:1
initiative (one laptop per student)
expanded to the sixth grade this
year, further meeting our mission to
maximize and personalize every student’s
learning. This is the fourth year the initiative has
been in place in grades 9 through 12 and the
second year for
This expansion has
grades 7 and 8.
many advantages. It
“Last year’s
allows every student to expansion to
have a consistent device seventh and
eighth grade
with them at all times
was such a
so as teachers use
success that we
blended or projectthought we
based learning, it
could expand to
sixth grade easily.
removes barriers to
Plus the sixth
accessing technology.
grade teachers
have used Chromebooks for years so this was
not a new platform for teachers,” said Director of
Technology Operations Brad Pettit.
Sixth grade and high school students are using
2 in 1 Chromebooks that have a touchscreen
that allows it to also be used as a tablet. Seventh
and eighth graders are using traditional
Chromebooks. “The advantage of expanding
with Chromebooks is that the middle school
students have had application exposure and
they are technology-friendly,” said Pettit.
This expansion has many advantages. It allows
every student to have a consistent device with
them at all times so as teachers use blended
or project-based learning, it removes barriers
to accessing technology. This move also
benefits our fourth and fifth grade students as
they are now using the devices previously used
by sixth graders.
This initiative enables equal access to learning
and provides the opportunity to utilize it. “The
teachers have done a fantastic job of
implementing the initiative and student
feedback has all been positive,” said Pettit.
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Facilities Plan Update

SUPERINTENDENT TO PRESENT
FACILITIES PLAN SEPTEMBER 19
he Grandview Heights Schools Facilities Plan
will be presented to the Board of Education
on Tuesday, September 19, at 7 p.m., in the

Brotherhood of Rooks Media Center located
in the Grandview Heights High School. The plan’s

development had many components including a
community-led Task Force to provide oversight; an
independent analysis of our school buildings; educational
visioning sessions; online surveys and a focus group;
multiple community engagement meetings and building
tours; and, most importantly, community input. Thank you
to the hundreds of community members who volunteered
their time to make this plan possible.

This plan addresses our schools’ major
facilities challenges:
● Aging infrastructure (heating, cooling, electrical, and
plumbing) that is operating well beyond its working
lifespan. The average age of our school buildings is
90 years!

● Years of deferred maintenance to our buildings, where
costs will only continue to rise without a long-term plan.
An independent facilities expert reported that it would
cost $44.5 million to simply address the minimum
maintenance issues.

● Offering modern classroom spaces that will best prepare
students for the world they will encounter after
graduation.
This plan recommends that the Board of Education
consider renovating Stevenson Elementary and Grandview
Heights High School and building a new school for
students in grades 4-8.

Next Steps
The Board of Education, Superintendent, and Treasurer will
collect additional data and offer community engagement
opportunities to discuss potential funding options. As part
of this work, a group of community volunteers will serve on
a Financial Advisory Committee, which will assist in making
recommendations to the Board regarding both funding the
facilities plan and a possible operating levy, phasing of the
recommendation, swing space, and evaluation of our
existing Permanent Improvement levy.
In Spring 2018, the Board will consider whether or not to
place a levy on the November 2018 ballot. For more
information or questions regarding the Facilities Planning
Process, visit www.ghcsd.org or email
superintendent@ghcsd.org.
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GREATER ACCESS LEADS TO
ACADEMIC SUCCESS
randview Heights High School is committed to providing students with
access to challenging and rigorous learning. Offering more Advanced
Placement (AP) courses and strengthening ACT test preparation are two
significant contributors to helping our students become college ready.

In the 2016-2017 school year, GHHS increased its AP course offerings to 16 and
administered 351 AP exams to 179 students. The high school was also named to
the prestigious 7th Annual AP District Honor Roll
for increasing both access and scores on AP
In the 2016-2017 school
exams. “This is no small feat and a testament to
year, GHHS increased its
the hard work of our staff at GHHS,” said
AP course offerings to 16
Principal Ken Chaffin.
and administered 351 AP

exams to 179 students.

In addition, in April 2017 GHHS began
administering the ACT exam on-site to all 11th
grade students. Our students and staff understand the importance of assessment
as a metric used for college and career readiness.
“The ACT is aligned to our standards, and our staff works to ensure our
curriculum is aligned to the content and concepts that will be assessed on the
ACT,” said Chief Academic Officer Dr. Jamie Lusher.
Alignment in the areas of curriculum, academic and content vocabulary, and
assessment have begun to show in our ACT scores beginning with the Class of
2018. “We have seen a very static and dependable level of ACT scores. Our
median ranges from a 24.1 to a 25.2,” shared Chaffin.
"Our composite average went from 24.3 in 2016, to 25.4 in 2017,” added Chaffin.
"This is a significant gain, and will likely place us among the top two or three high
schools in central Ohio if composite averages stay static from previous years."

STAFF MEMBER RECOGNITION
Superintendent
Andy Culp
congratulates
Custodian Garry
Bishop on his 20162017 Win Win
Classified
Employee of the
Year Award.
Edison Intermediate/
Larson Middle School
Principal Tracie Lees
congratulates Intervention
Specialist Teacher Stacy
Sauer on her 2016-2017
Teacher of the Year Award.
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STUDENTS NOW TRAVEL A SAFER PATH THANKS TO GHHS SENIOR

randview
Heights
High School
Senior Jake
Kelley’s Eagle Scout
project is the result of
his eagle eye. Kelley
noticed time and time
again that students
chose a dirt path over
the sidewalk when
traveling the Fairview
Avenue side of the high school. “The area was a safety
hazard when it would freeze, an inconvenience when
walkers would track in mud, and it was simply
unaesthetic,” explained Kelley in his presentation to
the Board of Education last March.
Kelley proposed
replacing the
dirt path with a
brick paver
footpath as his
project to fulfill
the rank of Eagle Scout. An Eagle Scout project usually
consists of 100 service hours. Kelley’s project tapped out
at 350+ service hours including planning time and
volunteer labor.

An Eagle Scout project usually
consists of 100 service hours.
Kelley’s project tapped out at 350+
service hours including planning
time and volunteer labor.

Kelley worked closely with Director of Facilities Brett
Bradley cutting purchase orders and gathering

Director of Facilities Brett Bradley
congratulates Senior Jake Kelley
on a project well done.

materials. The project cost just
under $2,200 due to the
generosity of donors including
Mark Duval with Columbus
Builders Supply, Jones Topsoil, and Camp Lazarus. The Kelley, Nelson, and
Stottlemire families, and Local Cantina fed the 40 volunteers from BSA Troop 73,
the Boys Soccer Team, and Garden Club. Assistant Scoutmaster Hal Schofield, a
construction contractor, and Kelley’s father served as mentors.
“With the scouts and school working together, we were able to solve a problem,
save the school money, and provide an opportunity for a student-led service
project,” said Kelley. He hopes that his project will strengthen the relationship
between the scouts and the schools to include more service projects.

KINDERGARTEN CLASS LARGEST IN TWO DECADES

Pictured are students in Kindergarten Teacher Joe Liptrap’s class.
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ith 114
students,
Stevenson
Elementary
has enrolled its largest
kindergarten class in two
decades. Thirteen students are
in the half-day program and
101 students are enrolled in
the all day, tuition-based
program. Grandview Heights
Schools is one of the few
districts in central Ohio to
offer an all day kindergarten
option. The Class of 2030 also
includes five sets of twins and
one set of triplets!
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From left (seated) Debbie Brannan, Vice President
Stephanie Evans, Melissa Palmisciano; (standing)
Superintendent Andy Culp, Grant Douglass, President
Jesse Truett, and Treasurer Beth Collier.
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REVENUES REMAIN A CHALLENGE FOR SCHOOLS
t’s been quite a year of challenges and
changes when it comes to revenue for
our schools.

their property as part of the Franklin County
Auditor’s 2017 reappraisal process, and
there was an increase of approximately
29.9% on residential property.

Earlier this year, the Governor and General
Assembly passed the biennial state budget
Does that mean property taxes go up 30
where Grandview Heights Schools was one
percent? NO. While each property owner
will be impacted differently, depending on
of only two school districts in Franklin
how their property value
County that received a
increases compared to the
decrease in state funding
Grandview Heights
29.9% average increase, the
support over the next two
Schools was one of only
average tax bill increase will
years. This is a result of the
two school districts in
be about 4.15% for our
continued phase out of the
Franklin County that
residents. This is a result of a
tangible personal property
received
a
decrease
in
state law, more commonly
tax (TPP) reimbursement to
state funding support
known as House Bill 920,
our schools. Any loss in
over the next two years.
which limits inflationary
funding support is a
growth on taxes.
disappointment, but
fortunately we have
Does the reappraisal mean that our
planned and prepared for this challenge,
schools will realize a significant increase in
ever since the state of Ohio eliminated the
revenue? NO. While HB 920 protects
TPP tax in 2005.
homeowners from large increases in taxes,
it prohibits school districts from collecting
Just recently, residents of Grandview Heights
additional revenue from increases in
and Marble Cliff received updated values for
GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

property values. So
unless new tax issues
are passed, local
revenue for schools
remains relatively
stagnant. One
exception to HB 920 is
something called “inside millage,” which is
9.12 mills in Grandview Heights. This is the
only portion of the tax rate permitted to
increase or decrease with valuation.
School finance is a complex topic. From the
state budget to property reappraisals, our
school district is constantly monitoring
these outside factors so that we remain
prepared for the future. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact
me at beth.collier@ghcsd.org.

Beth Collier, CPA
Treasurer/CFO

FALL 2017

