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Argyle Comes Out on Top at ‘Meet of Champions’
Tanner Davenport | Senior Editor
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It is no uncommon
feat when the Eagles
dominate the high
school mathematics and
science UIL competitions. They have been
represented among the
smartest high school
Texans for years now,
and it seems they have
continued to outshine
the competition on
Oct. 26. The ‘Meet of
Champions’ took place
at Highland Park High
School, and only select
schools were invited to
compete.
Prior to the meet,
the team felt the pressure
surrounding such an
honored invitation.
“There’s only four
or five schools going,”
junior Ross Coker said,
“because Highland
Park wants to make it a
specialized competition.
They’re the schools that
Highland Park think are
best in the region.”

Representing 5A
were Flower Mound
High School, Arlington
Martin High School,
and The Dallas Science
and Engineering Magnet
School. Host 4A Highland Park also competed.
Consequentially, the
expectations for this
meet were high, and the
pressure was on.
“I think it will be
a little intimidating,”
junior Rhiannon Mohar
said, “knowing what
schools that are there,
and the kids and what
scores they usually get.
But I think it’ll be a good
challenge.”
Senior Matthew
Hayden believed that,
comparatively, Argyle
performs well.
“But these are all 4A
and 5A that we’re going
up against,” he said. “I
think we have a chance
to do pretty well, but it
just depends on how the

tests go.”
Matthew Hayden,
who has competed in
UIL since he was in
second grade, generally
appeared less concerned
about the team’s opponents.
“We’ve taken so
many of these tests,”
Hayden said. “Like I’ve
gone to six meets this
year, plus we did like
three tests today in class.
Yeah, there’s no pressure
anymore. Until we get to
UIL State.”
For all of the team
members, even the
Meet of Champions is
somewhat of a familiar experience. Senior
Allison Gant recalled
having competed in UIL
for years, ever since Ms.
Benjamin asked her.
“I did UIL in
elementary school,”
Mohar said, “and when
I was a freshman, Ms.
Burnett told me that I

should join, so I did.”
Even Ross Coker has
competed since fourth
grade and highlights the
experience of competing in state UIL meets
as incredible. It is this
opportunity combined
with the experience
of competing against
other intellectuals that
has inspired the team
to compete for so many
years.
“I think it’s really
fun to go to meets and to
get to meet new people
who are also very good
at math and science,”
Mohar said.
On Oct. 26, in
addition to many
other students who
participated at the
meet, Rhiannon Mohar
competed in Calculator
and Math,
Allison
Gant competed in Math
and Science, and Ross
Coker and Matthew
Hayden competed in all

categories. In addition
to several outstanding
individual placements,
the team placed first in
Math, Calculator, and
Science, and third in
Number Sense, placing
first overall at the Meet
of Champions.
“Our kids did great,”
coach Cliff McCurdy
said. “Coach Perkins
and I had a great time.
It’s fun when your kids
do well against tough
competition.”
For the full report
on the team’s scores, visit
thetalonnews.com
Top: Students pose outside of
the bus before competing at the
Highland Park hosted ‘Meet of
Champions’ on Oct. 26. Photo by
Susan McCurdy
Students in the back, from left
to right:
Sarah Lewellen, Claire DeSpain,
Allison Gant, Samantha Rider,
Haylee Whitworth, Matthew
Hayden, Ricky Pool
Front row: Chance Graph, Ross
Coker, Max McWhorter, Travis
Kozco, Hugh Devine
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FACULTY FIGHTS TO SECURE ‘STAFF WI-FI’
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

School is a Place to Learn Good Solution, Bad Execution

L e a v e V i d e o s , G a m e s a t H o m e Can’t Blame Students for Network Faults
Matt Garnett | Editor in Chief
Following a massive leak of the
high school’s staff Wi-Fi password, the
technology department has chosen a
new password to secure its wireless
network. This has forced students to
migrate back to the special network
created just for students, with some
restrictions. Although it has created an
uproar among students, funneling students to the their respective network
will keep them from spending vast
amounts of time on social networks
and texting.
Keeping students on a separate
network will help keep the school
more secure. As hacking continues to
stay on the rise, it is important that
students be sandboxed in their own
network so that teachers and administrators can rest easily knowing that
their files are safe from students’ prying eyes. Even giving students the benefit of the doubt, if their computer was
already compromised before entering
the school, a third party hacker could
have an entire network at its disposal
unless students are herded into their
own subdomain of the high school
network.
The most obvious reason that
students shouldn’t be on the staff
Wi-Fi is that it allows them to circumnavigate several of the black listed
websites intended to keep students on
track. School is meant to be a learning environment. Not a place for
cyber-bullying, watching cat videos, or
surfing Twitter and Instagram. Many
students seem to take for granted that
bringing their own gadgets to school is
only a privilege.
There will always be kids that slip
through the gaps. The only way something can be completely secure is if it’s
completely sealed off from the world.
Since that isn’t a practical solution,
there are going to be some users that

fall through the cracks. Kids will use
proxies and VPNs to bypass the networks and access social networks and
games. As long as they’re connected
through the student Wi-Fi network,
their activity can be pinpointed and
isolated to keep them from teachers’
sensitive documents.
The new staff Wi-Fi password is
meant to keep students on task and
maintain the integrity of the network.
Considering the liabilities, it’s too
much of a risk to have students using
the same wireless network as the faculty. Even though kids will find ways

Senior Brett McMartin is prompted while trying to
connect to the ‘Staff Wi-Fi’ that her password is no
longer valid. Photo by Matt Garnett

to gain acces to the restricted network,
the only solutions are going to be awkward or less-than-par replacements.
If you have been fortunate enough
to come across the new staff password,
through nefarious means or otherwise,
please do not share it with other students. The student Wi-Fi was created
to enrich a secure learning environment. Stop trying to circumvent the
system.

Chase Kammerer | Reporter
When BYOT was first introduced
to the school, many of the students
were more than excited for the chance
to actually use their phones in class.
The new student Wi-Fi gave students
the opportunity to use technology in
order to do homework, research for
projects, and just catch a break from
school. Students couldn’t have been
more enthusiastic about the idea, but
the plan ended up being a bit better
on paper than it was in reality. The
Wi-Fi students received was slow,
tedious to log onto, and blocked nearly

every website out there. The students
naturally gravitated towards the much
more functional teacher Wi-Fi, and
weren’t formally banned from it until
the start of this year. Either the students should have an improved Wi-Fi,
or they should be allowed to log onto
the teachers’ superior one.
The saying goes that if you are
going to do something, do it right. The
teacher Wi-Fi accomplishes this task;
it’s both effective and functional. The
students’ version, however, is the very
opposite. The connectivity is slow,

and it bumps users off every time they
lock their phone. Whenever you want
to connect, you have to wait for the
menu to pop up so that you can “read”
the terms and click the accept button.
Once connected, finding a website that
isn’t blocked adds to the complications. I’ve had websites blocked that
my teachers have told me to go to for
assignments. All-in-all, the service is
just not worth the struggle for what it
eventually provides.
The teacher’s service is an entirely
different story. It’s crisp, easy to use,
never disconnects, and even reaches
in some places that student Wi-Fi
does not. In the year that kids used it,
not one complaint was said about the
connection. It’s flawless. The problem
is that the students don’t get to use it.
Many teachers never even use the internet in school, yet they are given the
superior service. Not only is the school
paying for two individual services, but
it is also paying for a Wi-Fi that isn’t
being used. Students would appreciate
and benefit from the superior Wi-Fi
much more than the teachers are now,
and that’s better for everyone.
Understandably, the Wi-Fi does
need to have restrictions for the
students. No one could argue that the
Wi-Fi wouldn’t be abused by some
students, and being a school utility it
needs to be managed. However, that
shouldn’t prevent the Wi-Fi from
being functional, nor from it being
practical. Many websites should be
blocked, perhaps a time limit could be
applied, but the faculty needs to manage that more closely. If the staff and
the students were to come together, a
Wi-Fi could be produced that would
be both safe and useful for everyone.
There would be no more complaints,
and no more trying to infiltrate the
teachers’ Wi-Fi, which is beneficial to
all.
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Color Guard Helps
G ains C onfidence ,

Allison Gant | Guest Writer

F

or much of
my life, I
was so shy
that it bordered on
debilitating. When
I was little, I would
always hide behind
my mother whenever
another person
tried to
address
me. I

couldn’t bring myself
to speak louder than a
shaky whisper or make
eye contact with another
person. Even when I
wanted to call my best
friend to ask if she
wanted to come over, I
couldn’t do it; I had to
hand the phone off to
someone else so that
they could ask for me.
As a toddler, this
sort of behavior was
endearing to adults. As
I grew older, though,
it became more and
more difficult for
me to function.
By the time
I was in
sixth
grade
and

had to give presentations
in front of my class, I
knew I was in trouble.
I did everything in
my power to avoid
presenting: I would
hide my project under

my desk so the teacher
would think I had
already presented, ask
to go to the bathroom
and then take a long
time to come back, or
even fake illness to go to

“
m

For much
of my life,
I was so
shy that it
bordered
on debilitating.”

the nurse. I couldn’t put
it off forever, though,
and eventually I would
be called to the front
of the class. Whenever
it happened, it was
like a shockwave went
through me, causing my
entire body to go numb
with terror. Standing in
front of all those staring
eyes, I would invariably
get tunnel vision and
become drenched in
sweat. A few times, the
teacher actually had to
walk over and prop
me up to prevent me
from falling over,
giving me pointers
on what to say next
as I stammered out
what must have been
incomprehensible
nonsense. This
behavior carried over
into every aspect of
my life, so most of my
time was spent alone in
my room with a book.
Finally, an opportunity
came to change this
pattern.
In the later part of
my eighth grade year,

I learned about the
existence of a school
group called the color
guard. The color guard
spins flags, rifles, and
sabres with the marching
band in the fall season
and independently in
the winter season. Often,
this involves brightly
colored costumes,
excessive amounts of
stage makeup, and
football stadiums or
gymnasiums full of
people watching it all. I
decided that it was time
for me to overcome my
shyness, and I was tired
of being held back by
fear. I joined the color
guard, and the result was
incredible.
When I asked about
signing up for the winter
guard, the director
of the program, who
already knew me, was
shocked. However, she
encouraged me to join.
I’m pretty sure I didn’t
say a single word at the
first practice, but as the
season progressed, I
gradually warmed up to
the people in the guard.
By the time the first
contest rolled around, I
found that I was able to
speak to them without
nearly passing out. As
we walked out on the
contest floor, they gave
me encouragement and
helped me do something
I never imagined was
possible for someone
like me: I performed
with a small amount of
confidence in front of a
crowd of people.
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Senior Conquer Shyness
I ndependence for H er F uture

A

fter several
years in the
guard, I looked
back at the videos of
my early performances
and realized that I was
absolutely awful. I was
gawky and awkward,
and I couldn’t spin in
time to save my life, but I
saw past that. Because of
the guard, I had gained
enough self-confidence
to be able to interact

with other human
beings. Granted, I was
still known to the guard’s
members as “Peek-ABoo” due to my habit
of peeking cautiously
around doorframes
before entering, and
I had a reputation
throughout the school
for being rather mute.
The difference was that
my shyness was no
longer paralyzing. I was

able to stand in front of
a class full of my peers
and give an enthusiastic
presentation without
assistance. I was still
terrified, but being in the
color guard had taught
me how to overcome
that.
Furthermore, the
guard has changed
my overall approach
toward life. Whereas
before I avoided

human interaction at
all costs, I now look for
opportunities
to improve my
communication
skills and
further
overcome my shyness.
My membership
in the color guard
vastly improved my
ability to interact and
communicate with

various
people.
I am, on
occasion, still
shy and fearful of
speaking to people,

but my experiences
have helped me
learn to overcome
those fears and keep
moving forward
anyway.

“

Because of the guard,
I had gained enough
self-confidence to be
able to interact with
other human beings.”

[P4] Top left: Senior Allison Gant poses for a photoshoot after a sweepstakes win at the North Texas band contest at Collins’
Stadium on Oct. 23. Photo by Darby Richhart
[P5] Top Right: Gant dances to this year’s show “Apotheosis.” Middle: Gant awaits her queue for the next movement. Bottom
Left: Gant smiles to the audience as the final leg of the performance plays out. Photos and manipulations by Matt Garnett.
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Eagles Come Home
After 10 Years

King

S

Maddie Moseley | Senior Editor
chool spirit flashed
throughout the week
at the many events held
in honor of Homecoming. On ‘Matching Monday’
students dressed up to match their friends,
movie characters, and favorite teachers. The
hallways were filled with twins, minions, twin
Beene’s and mini McCurdy’s. For Tuesday’s
‘Tacky Tuesday’ students’ attire went from
mismatched, thrifted finds to long-socked, visor wearing tourists. On Wednesday, students
exhibited pride in their class through ‘Color
Wars.’ Freshmen wore green, sophomores
blue, juniors pink, and seniors went all out in
white. On Thursday, students threw it back
for ‘Throw-back Thursday.’ Some reminisced
on their days as toddlers while others took
a day to vicariously live through the sixties,
seventies, and eighties. And finally, Friday
was ‘Spirit Day’ when students showed their
ultimate school pride by wearing red, black,
and white. So, why do students even participate during homecoming week?
“Because it makes our school look like
a community that everyone wants to be
involved in and we have a lot to be proud of
in Argyle,” junior Jaxon Baum said.

Queen

the talon - 7
The festivities continued on Wednesday night when the community
gathered on the high school campus to celebrate Homecoming with a
parade and the bonfire, where the only burns actually came from the
building of the floats.
“It was a sweet feeling of victory when the giant cardboard camera
was complete,” senior Kendall McLeod said. “And, the fact that I only
suffered two hot glue gun burns in the process.”
Despite the minor injuries, the senior float of Hollywood stars was
a success, and there were numerous other themed floats representing
grades in elementary school through high school, along with multiple
extracurricular activities and organizations marching through the
parade. After the procession, a bonfire was held. The high school band
played traditional songs including the fight song while the cheerleaders
performed in order to get the crowd pumped up and excited for the
game on Friday night against Frisco Lonestar.
Before the game, Student Council sponsored a get together
for the ten-year alumni and first graduation class of 2003. Teachers who
were here in 2002-03 also attended the reunion reception in the Brewed
Awakening commons area.
“It was really interesting to be able to talk to the past
students about how the school used to be and how they used to create
traditions,” student council vice president, Erica Gonzalez said. “One guy
even told me that their class created the lyrics to the alma-mater.”
The highlight of the evening came with the
crowning of the King and Queen. At halftime on
Friday night, former 2012 homecoming queen,
Ashleigh Block, crowned newly
announced homecoming king, Ian
Sadler, and homecoming queen,
Taylor Mueller.
“I was definitely very
surprised,” Mueller said.
Sadler was not
expecting to be crowned
either.
“But, it was a lot
of fun to be crowned
homecoming king,” Sadler
said.
The football team
capped the night with a
win against the Lonestar
Rangers (53-7), ending the
week with a sweet victory
and commencing an up-beat
mood for the rest of the weekend
for the high school students who attended the
Homecoming dance on Saturday night.
Overall, homecoming 2013 was a fun and
nostalgic event for current students, former alum,
and the entire Argyle community.

Page design and photo by Matt Garnett
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Te a m w o r k M a k e s t h e D r e a m o f S t a t e Wo r k
Tanner Davenport | Senior Editor
To their opponents, the girls must
appear merciless on the court, having not given up a district game this
season, with the all thus far resulting
in 3-0 victories. Coach Oberle works
successfully to make the team’s performance sharp, and each game the girls
work together to launch kill after kill
into the opponents’ court.
However, the underlying strength
of the team may lie in the bonds they
have formed with each other through
the seasons.
“My favorite memories are with
the team,” senior Lindsey Eckert said.
“Whether it’s dinner or sleepovers,
Eighmy and Emma always seem to
keep us all laughing twenty-four seven.
We all get along really well.”
Alyssa Bruton described the team
as having good chemistry.
“We have a lot of different personalities,” she said. “But, that helps bring
the team together.”
Of course, following their re-

sounding success in the 2012-13 season, the girls are better prepared than
ever for the route to state. The chances
of a state match depend heavily on
their abilities to maintain focus and
work hard.
“We know we have a target on our
backs for being ranked number one,”
Lowry said. “But, that and going to
state last year, makes us actually want
to work so much harder and have so
much motivation to get back to state.”
The team feels gratified that their
efforts have yielded positive results
despite all the pressure and rigor.
“I’m extremely excited and thankful to play at Angelo State,” senior
captain Brooke Robertson said. “It’s a
relief knowing all my hard work these
past few years has finally paid off. I
deal with the pressure of state by just
taking it one game at a time and not
overlooking any opponent, no matter
their rank.”
The closer the girls get to their
goal, the tougher the competition will

Top: Jr Katy Keenan and sr Aubrey Kass share a celebatory moment between points. Bottom: Senior Hunter
Treadwell scores a quick touchdown in the first quarter against Nolan Catholic. Photos by Matt Garnett
Bottom right, Sr Chase Greens works to gain seperation against Nolan Catholic defender.
Bottom corner right, Jr Nick Ralston drives the ball down the field against Abilene Wylie.
Photos by Aubrey Kass

become.
“We know we’ll have to play Decatur in the third round of play-offs,”
Lowry said. “That’s nerve-racking,
but we have our focus on one game at
a time, and we know we can’t let our
guard down for anyone.”

Despite the tough road ahead,
the girls remain hopeful for the team’s
future.
“We are just going to keep working
our butts off and pray that all our hard
work pays off,” Robertson said.

Undefeated: Football on the Path to Make School History
Tanner Davenport | Senior Editor
The football team stands undefeated this year earlier even stomped a
notable rival in the Wylie Bulldogs. As
the State match looms closer, the competition begins to bear its teeth, yet the
boys continue to dominate.
“We take it week by week,” senior

DB Reese Thompson said. “Coach
Rodgers always emphasizes taking it
one day at a time, doing what we have
to do to get to our main goal, which is
playing in December, District Championship, and State Championship. We
have those three goals in our locker
room, and we take it day by day to

achieve those goals.”
In addition to superstar athletes,
the team owes its success to a broad
combination of crowd energy, team
brotherhood, and the unique approach
Coach Rodgers has brought to the program in his eleven years at the school.
“And if our opponents can’t score,
they can’t win,” senior LB Colton Hinnrichs said. “So we pride ourselves on
our defense.”
Considering all these factors,
the guys are enthusiastic about their
chances for the championships.
“I think we have a really good
chance,” senior Cole Hedlund said.
“We have a lot of experience and
leaderships on our team that will help.
We have a lot of really good athletes
who will give us a great shot at it. This
would definitely be the year to make
state.”
The team’s future looks promising.
“We will win one,” Thompson
said. “We’ll bring home the first State
Championship in Argyle history.”
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Cross Country Team Transforms Through the Troubles
Josh Block | Reporter
Cross-country ran their district
meet on Oct. 23. The boys, coached
by Scott Styron, finished second, and
the girls, coached by Katherine Olson,
placed first, which qualifies both
teams for regionals. In boys’ varsity,
Ben Splain finished 5th with a time of
17:45, then Noberto Gonzalez in 9th
place with a time of 18:44, followed
closely by Xavier Balderas with a
time of 18:54. Cody Robertson and
Slater Richter finished 12th and

19th. Also participating was Alex
Friedrichsen and Zan Mohar.
The boys’ JV runners for this year
consisted of Bryce Pilawski, Cameron
Chancelor, Ben Chowning, and Luis
Perez.
Coach Styron sent out a special
thanks to Lucas Van Alstine who had
to sit out for an injury this year, but
helped out tremendously.
“These young men have worked
tremendously hard and have an
extremely bright future ahead of
them,”
coach
Styron
said. “It

Top Right: Kenna Roberts runs
down the final stretch of the
district match. Middle Right: The
girls cross country team waits for
starter begin the race. Bottom
Left: Xzavier Balderas (left) and
Cody Robertson (right) show
little signs of letting up with a
half the race already done. Freshmen Bryce Pilawski (right) and
Luis Perez (left) prepare for the
district meet.
Photos by Annabel Thorpe

has been a joy to work with them
on a daily basis and witness the
transformation into a quality cross
country team.”
For varsity girls, Laina Sorensen
finished 1st with a time of 11:55.
Followed by Annamarie Woolums
with a time of 12:26 and Taylor
Mueller with a time of 12:46.
Freshman Laina Sorensen has
made a reputation for herself by
placing 1st in 9 of the 10 meets that
they’ve had so far this year.
“It’s weird being an upper
classman being beat by a lower
classman,” junior Cassi Hargroves said.
“But, she is a part of my team and I’m

glad to have her.”
Coach Olson is very proud of the
girls.
“The varsity girls placed 1st, 2nd,
or 3rd in every meet,” she said.
Girls JV also placed 1st at this past
meet with competitors.
“The JV team placed in the top 5 at
every meet,” coach Olson said. “I have
27 girls in the cross country program
this year, the biggest team ever. We
also have a great team for next season
with the returning runners and the
additions from 8th grade coming up.”
This Saturday, varsity teams will be
traveling to Grand Prairie to compete
in the regional competition.
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Exchange Students Embrace New Home
Maggie DiVecchia | Reporter
Argyle has become
Argyle seems to be
a host school to many
quite different from
foreign exchange
the European countries
students this school
that these students have
year. Three students
hailed from.
who joined the
“Argyle is bigger but
Argyle community
at the same time smaller
from Norway include
because you have to
Klara Bakken, Amalie
drive out of town to
Espeseth, and Silje
get things,” Silje said.
Dalhaug, while
“In my town, Lillesand,
Francisco Ramos arrived everything is so close
from Spain. Through
that you can walk
their foreign exchange
wherever you want.”
program, they are here
The weather in
to be fully submersed
Norway must be much
into the American, or
cooler because Silje,
more predominately
Amalie, and Klara all
Texan, culture. These
agreed that “Texas is
juniors were each
much warmer!”
assigned to a host family
Because they will
and now will carry
all be away from home
out the basic routines
for so long, it is safe to
like any other Argyle
assume that they will
High School student.
feel homesick and
Amalie, Silje, Klara, and miss their home
Francisco will be here
countries at
until June, when
some
they will fly
home to be
reunited
with their
families
and
friends.
           

point during their stay.
“I miss my family
and friends,” Amalie
said, “but also simple
stuff like riding the
bus to get places and
Norwegian food.”
Silje says she doesn’t
really miss much.
“Oh, but maybe
Norwegian water,” she
said. “I don’t know but it
tastes so much better.”
All four of the
students all shared
similar views on what
they had expected when
they heard they were
coming to Texas.
“I thought cowboy
boots and hats,” Klara
said. “But I like it here.”
Francisco also agreed to
this, “Same, yes, cowboy
boots.”
When asked
about unusual
American
attributes or
customs,
there
were a
few.

“I don’t understand
why people buy each
other gifts for sports,”
Amalie said, “And why
people drive everywhere
here.”
“A strange custom
is use of shoes inside at
home.” Silje said, “We
always take our shoes off
at the entrance.”
It is obvious that
these students already
understood how football
crazed Americans are,
so they gave insight into
the popular sports from
Norway and Spain.
“Popular Norwegian
sports are soccer and
handball,” Klara said.
“Which is like soccer,
but with your hands.”
“Yes, in Spain,
we have soccer and
paddle,” Francisco
said. “Like tennis,
but with two walls
around you.”

Francisco is actually
playing football for the
Argyle team, enjoys it,
and is knowledgeable
of the game, though the
Norwegian students
were not as familiar.
“Yes, I like football,”
Amalie said. “But it
takes a long time.”
Silje is more of just a
spectator.
“I like American
football even though I
still don’t understand all
the rules,” Silje said.
There are other
differences between
the countries as well.
According to the
exchange students, the
government systems and
politics are actually very
different from
America’s,
even if it
feels like
only a
subtle
change.
For
instance,
“in Spain
and

Norway we have a
king and queen,” said
Francisco and Klara.
“In Norway, we have
a prime minister elected
every fourth year,” Silje
said. “Norway also has
free school, healthcare,
and dental care.”
Socially, they all
agree Americans are
more friendly and
outgoing.
“People are a lot
more open here, not
that people in Norway
aren’t,” Silje said. “I’m
just not used to getting
a compliment for what
I’m wearing from a
random person.”
America is known
for its food, and it seems
that even foreigners are
familiar with it and love
it.
“I don’t miss
Norwegian food,” Klara
said. “I love American
food! I love Skittles.”
“My favorite
American food is
hotdogs and the pizza,”
Francisco said.
Argyle has
welcomed these
exchange students with
open arms and curious
questions.
“They think it’s
really cool I’m from
Norway,” Klara
said. “They ask me
questions like ‘does
Norway have grass?’
and I’m like ‘of
course!’”
“Other students
are very nice,”
Francisco said. “But
they think I’m Mexican.”
Left to right: Amalie, Klara,
Silje, and Francisco have immersed themselves into the
American culture and lifestyle.
Photo by Annabel Thorpe
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Tennis Team Plans to Come Out Swinging Strong in Spring
Jack Graham | Reporter
The tennis team has already
started their long season. Participating
in many tournaments this fall, they
have done very well and hope their
success will aid them in the spring.
They have traveled as far as Wichita
Falls to compete and have played many
impressive teams.
The team’s new coach, Carlos
Balderas, has helped with strides in
the tennis program. After sitting down
with Balderas, it was easy to sense the
confidence he has in his team.

“Tough schools such as Vernon
and Krum have given us a great look
towards the spring season and our
chances of getting to state,” Balderas
said. “Even though we have to face the
adversity of losing two team members,
I believe that everyone on the team
will work hard to overcome any
obstacle we come across.”
The team travels to Rockwall for
the regional tournament on Nov. 1-2
and hopes of advancing to the state
team tennis to finalize the fall season.
Senior Jack Vickery advanced to

Ultimately, the senior class looks to
state in boys doubles last spring with
foreign exchange student Rafa Ortega. leave a legacy for others to follow.
This coming spring,
Vickery looks forward to
attempting to make it back
to the state tournament but
in mixed doubles with senior
Margaret Stein.
Other doubles partners
looking to make it to state
are seniors Maddie Moseley
and Sydney Austin in girls,
and seniors Adriatik Begaj
Seniors Margaret Stein, Jack Vickery, Maddie Moseley, and
and Shawn Keil in boys.
Sydney Austin pose after their match. Photo by Susie Vickery

Sneaker Technology Creates Sense of Style, Structure

Harris Ulman | Reporter
To most people basketball shoes
are just a sense of style, a name brand
that is popular. They overlook the performance enhancements that go into
the shoe such as traction, comfort, and
sprint frame and structure of the shoe.
For example, the sprint frame and
structure are a big factor that goes into
the shoe from low tops to high tops
like the LeBron 10’s and the Kobe 8.
The reason for this is because of the
different positions on the court such as
post (LeBron James), who needs more
ankle support, as does a guard (Kobe
Bryant), who can do away with the
extra weight that comes with the extra
ankle support. Posts are more likely
to do powerful moves, while guards
move more with more quickness and
agility.
Sprint frame is the way the shoe
wraps around the foot and keeps it
locked-in along with the heel cup.
Many shoes use different types of
material such as strings in the LeBron
10/2013 Hyperdunks and engineered

Nike’s engineered mesh allows
the shoe to be super lightweight
and at the same time making
breathable.

mesh in the Kobe 8. Both are supportive; however, one might feel differently
depending on the preferred fit.
Comfort is another feature that an
athlete looks for in a shoe. It doesn’t
matter what sport, without the correct
amount of comfort, an athlete can’t
play to the best of their ability. When
it comes to comfort there is a lot to
look for such as the LeBron 10 with
the 360 air unit built into the shoes not
to mention the thick midsole on top
of it which provides ample amount of
cushion. A player can’t go wrong with
this shoe except for the fact that each
added comfort adds weight. The LeBron 10 weighs 15.3 ounces, while the
Kobe 8 weighs only 9.3 ounces. That
doesn’t sound noticeable, but it makes
a huge difference to the player. Again,
the reason behind the weight difference is because these signature shoes
are specially made for a specific player/
position. The reason for the air unit
and thick midsole is to handle LeBron
James’ powerful moves and his weight.
Most posts are big and this works

The Kobe 8’s heel cups are plastic, avoiding slippage, although
the Elites are equipped with
carbon fiber heel cups for better
lock down.

best for them. Let’s say that someone
is multi-talented and plays a hybrid
(guard/post) then the Hyperdunks
are made for such a player. These have
a combination of qualities -- light
enough for quick moves and yet they
have a high top for protection.
The final enhancement is traction, which is probably the most
overlooked, but yet one of the most
important. There are many different
types of traction like herringbone,
spiral, storytelling, and others. Herringbone is the most common to find
on a basketball shoe, mainly because
most people find it to work the best.
The 2013 Hyperdunks feature lateral
herringbone for more side-to-side
movement, which still covers front
to back. On the other hand, the Kobe
8 has two different types of traction
throughout the shoe. It has a mix from
herringbone to storytelling traction.
The reason for the storytelling traction
is mainly to add style while still having
a good grip to it.
Although many factors go into the

design of a basketball shoe – position,
physical size, and performance – it ultimately depends on player preference.
For instance, Cade Northcutt doesn’t
feel that the difference in weight really
has an effect on performance.
“I honestly don’t think it (weight)
matters physically,” Northcutt said.
“But mentally it makes you feel lighter
and makes you play better.”
However, he says the biggest factor
for him is comfort.
“The Kobe 8s are the most comfortable shoes I’ve ever worn,” he said.
“Even after a long game my feet still
feel fine like running shoes.”
Taylor Fredrick has both the LeBron’s and the Hyperdunks.
“I don’t think the difference in a
couple of ounces makes a difference,”
Fredrick said.
Fredrick also said that his favorite
pair of shoes right now are the new
Hyperdunks.
“They are light, stylish and the
most comfortable basketball shoes I’ve
ever worn,” he said.
Photos by Harris Ulman

The Lebron 10’s flywire technology uses a combination of strings
to increase the lock down of the
athletes foot.

The 360 air unit in the Lebron
10’s has a thick midsole to
provide more cushion, handling
powerful moves easier.

The herringbone design is the
most used traction pattern used
in basketball shoes because it
gives better overall balance.

The hybrid traction pattern
consists of both herringbone
and storytelling provide balance
and prevents slipage to allow for
more precise cuts.
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Color Wars

Top four photos from top to bottom, left to right: junior, senior, freshmen, and sophomore classes pose for their ‘Color War’ photos. Bottom left: Seniors Laine Lowry and Brooke Robertson pose for a photo in their
white-out attire. Bottom right (from left to right): Hannah Barker, Tristan Curtis, Maddie Moseley, Jack Graham, and Jeff Short ride the senior float in the homecoming parade. Photos by Matt Garnett

