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Rutherforrd County Sch
hools is comm
mitted to helping all childdren succeed
d. We have m
many ways to
o help
children who
w are struggling to learn and who need additio nal supports to be successful. Respon
nse to
Instruction and Interve
ention (RTI²) is
i one form of support.
What is RTI²?
R
hat uses a data‐driven, pproblem‐solving model to
o identify sp
pecific
A multi‐tiered deliverry system th
student needs and matches approp
priate instructtional strateggies to the stu
udent’s needss.
In Tennessee, the Re
esponse to Instruction and Interventtion (RTI²) Frramework is a componeent of
TNCORE. The TNCOREE implementaation plan haas three com
mponents witth student acchievement aat the
center:
1.
Assessment alignment and transparencyy
2.
In
nstructional materials
m
and curriculum
3.
Quality
Q
training and meanin
ngful supportt
What doe
es the RTI² Framework loo
ok like?
The RTI² Framework
F
haas three tiers. Each tier pro
ovides differiing levels of ssupport.
1.
In
n Tier l, all sttudents receive research‐‐based, high quality, geneeral educatio
on instruction
n that
in
ncorporates ongoing univversal screen
ning and onngoing gradee level assesssment to in
nform
in
nstruction.
2.
In
n Tier ll, interrvention is im
mplemented when
w
assessm
ments indicatte that a stud
dent is not m
making
ad
dequate gain
ns from Tier I instruction
n alone. In aaddition to TTier I instructtion, studentts are
provided interrventions designed to meet their sp ecific needs.. These students are pro
ogress
monitored
m
we
eekly or bi‐w
weekly, using a tool that is sensitive to measurin
ng changes in the
sttudents’ indivvidual skills.
3.
In
n Tier III, morre intensive in
nterventions are providedd to students who have no
ot made significant
progress in Tier II, who are more than 1.5 grade levels behind, or who are below thee 10th
percentile on the universaal screener. These stude nts are proggress monitored weekly o
or bi‐
weekly
w
using a tool that is sensitive
s
to measuring
m
chaanges in the s tudents’ indivvidual skills.

What are the key components of the RTI² Framework?
A key component of RTI² is that all children receive high quality curriculum and instruction in the general
education classroom (Tier l).
Another component of RTI² is that the school conducts universal screenings. Universal screenings review
the performance and progress of all students through brief assessments. Universal screenings help
schools identify students who may need more support or other types of instruction.
As a result of universal screenings, students may be identified as needing targeted intervention (Tier ll)
in addition to the high quality instruction they are receiving in Tier l. Research based interventions are
used to support students in the area(s) in which they are struggling. Research based interventions are
teaching strategies or methods that have been proven effective in helping children learn.
Another key component of RTI² is progress monitoring. Progress monitoring is a way for teachers to take
a snapshot of how children are doing on a specific skill. It shows how well the intervention is working. It
includes formal and informal assessments. Progress monitoring helps determine whether an
intervention is successful or needs to be changed. Parents will be notified of their child’s progress every
4.5 weeks.
When progress monitoring indicates that the intervention is no longer needed, the child continues to
receive support from the general education curriculum (Tier I). If progress monitoring shows that a child
is not responding to the intervention, another approach or intervention may be tried. If a higher level of
support is needed, students may be given more intense intervention that further focuses on the
supporting skills they need to be successful learners (Tier lll). Students who do not respond to Tier III
interventions may be referred for Special Education assessment.
What if I think my child needs Special Education?
If at any time, parents become concerned that their child needs Special Education, they should contact
their child’s teacher or administrator. Other forms of evaluation, in addition to information gathered
through the RTI² framework, are needed to determine if a student is eligible for special education
services. In order for these evaluations to be conducted, a parent’s written consent is required.
Here are a few ways parents can support what their child is doing in school:
1.
Make reading an everyday habit at home.
2.
Communicate with your child’s teacher.
3.
Monitor and assist with homework assignments.
4.
Review progress monitoring data.
5.
Share your child’s successes.
6.
Learn more about the curriculum and interventions being used in your child’s school.
7.
Attend parent/teacher conferences and other school meetings about your child.
Talk to your child’s teacher or principal for more information about how RTI² is being implemented in
your child’s school.
For more information, please contact your school’s Instructional Coach at
___________________________________________________________________________

Adapted from: A Parent Advocacy Brief written by the National Center for Learning Disabilities (NCLD)

