M ARCH 26, 2018

District Curriculum and Assessment Work

P R I M A RY S C H O O L
Second Graders Invite Grandparents to View
Leprechaun Traps
Grandparents were invited to PHPS on March 16.
The second grade students had their Leprechaun
Traps on display for all to see. Grandparents visited with kids, viewed the creative traps that the kids
had created, and ate cookies. It was a fun morning!

First Grade Music Concert
and Art Show
The first graders held their
music program on the
evening of March 20. The
high school gymnasium
was filled with parents,
grandparents, family, and friends. The students portrayed creatures that inhabit a
swamp as they shared lessons they had learned in music class about friendship,
tolerance, and courage to face the future.
Prior to the concert, first graders showed off their artistic talents. Family and friends were able to view
the students’ art on display in the high school commons. Students were then able to take their work
home.
Thank you to Mrs. Julie Smith, PHPS art teacher, and Mrs. Samantha Baldwin, music teacher,for
another fantastic art show and concert.

Donuts, Dollars, and Dads, an
annual event to raise money for
the lay clergy, was held on
March 15 at PHPS. Over 440
donuts were served and $735.20
was raised for this worthy cause!

There has been a great deal of work happening
across the district in the past few weeks in the
areas of curriculum and assessment. The middle
school teachers completed an exercise of analyzing student universal screener data under the
direction of District Curriculum Facilitator,
Jakqualyn Boden. The teachers in the building
were divided into two groups, one looked at
math data and the other looked at ELA data of
seventh grade students.

The teachers then identified ways in which they
could address within their content area the deficits of students presented in the data. The high
school ELA department identified power standards for all courses and began to work on pacing
of those standards over the year. They also
aligned the standards to required academic texts
for each course.
Ms. Veronica Love, Intermediate School teacher,
is working in FastBridge to pilot SAEBERS, a
screener teachers complete about their students
social, emotional, and academic behaviors. It is
grounded in a conceptual model which specifies
school success is predicated not just upon academic achievement, but also success within
multiple inter-related behavioral domains. She is
helping other teachers in the building collect
data to make informed decisions about interventions for the success of students.

E L E M E N TA RY S C H O O L
Spotlight on Mrs. Lloyd’s Class
Mrs. Lloyd’s 3rd and 4th graders have been researching different animals and habitats from around the world. Students
chose an ecosystem to research using both print and digital resources. Students looked for the different plants and animals
that live in the ecosystem as well as determined how the animals and plants adapt to the environment. Students used pizza
boxes to recreate their ecosystems. This allowed them to be creative as well as show their knowledge from their findings.
Madness at PHES
Fourth grade students played the staff in a 7 quarter game of basketball on March 16th. While the game was a close battle
the teachers were once again victorious. More importantly, it was a fun time for all!

At the Elementary School we have been incorporating STEAM
across modalities by using science experiments as a way to practice
vocabulary, sequencing, following multi-step directions, collaboration, cause-and-effect, and articulation. The students enjoy the
hands on experience, which aids in long term learning and fosters
curiosity. Left: 3rd Grade students making “Elephant Toothpaste”, a
chemical reaction using hydrogen peroxide, yeast, and dish soap
that causes the soap to pour out like large toothpaste. Middle: Preschool students making our own play-dough to use for sensory time.
Play-dough is already fun, but now we know how it is made! Right: 3rd grade students making play-dough. The students had to make sure we had all the ingredients, read the recipe, and follow it in the correct order to ensure proper consistency.

I N T E R M E D I AT E S C H O O L
Congratulations to the PHIS Students of the Week! They were
selected by their teachers for exhibiting the character traits kindness, respect, responsibility, and
perseverance. What a great honor;
we are so proud of them!

Week of March 19-23

Week of March 26-30

The American Citizenship Award is given to students for being a school
leader while also being involved in a variety of activities and being an
exceptional role model. These awards are given quarterly. We congratulate the third quarter recipients of this award! We are proud of their
contributions to our school and their accomplishments!
Sixth graders in Mrs. Faulk’s ELA class engaged in a “Chalk Talk”
activity. The claim in the middle of the chart paper is the topic students
chose for their argumentative unit. Students read articles, filled out
graphic organizers to find main idea/supporting details, and wrote summaries. Students were asked to take a stance, provide reasons, and then support their reasons
with evidence from any of the articles they have read (using conversational moves in
writing). Students did very well!
Students took their Chalk Talk activity to the next level by engaging in a Socratic
Seminar. This activity allowed for students to work together to engage in conversations about their topic. Teachers were facilitators of the learning as students took
complete control of designing their questions and thoughts about the content. They were respectful and productive in their discussion. Students referenced and supported these conversations using the articles they read previously. Some of the questions they generated were: “Who do you look up to and why? Should we look up to our
parents more than celebrities? Who inspires you to follow your dreams? When I looked at the title of this article, it really got me thinking…Should parents allow their child
to have celebrities as role models?”

M I D D L E S CH O O L
Left: Ms. Wingard’s second-semester
Introduction to Agriculture students take
advantage of a sunny day to prepare the
boxes outside the classroom for the
spring season. Right: Last Thursday
was spring picture day at PHMS.

Each month a different department hosts the middle school faculty meeting and conducts a professional development presentation for staff. This month ELA
shared a mnemonic device to help students write more complete and supported responses to written prompts. Students recently completed the third installment
of illuminate testing in ELA and math in time for teachers to prepare for state testing in April and May. Despite the fickle weather, science students in seventh
grade have been outside testing the flight time of their gliders. Last weekend Mrs. Zrust took the middle school choir students to a Missouri Mavericks hockey
game to perform the national anthem. Middle School Track and Field has been practicing for several weeks and will begin meets after spring break. Pleasant Hill
will host meets on April 10 and 18 this year.

Left to right: Last month Mrs. Campbell’s seventh-grade geography classes sent American snacks to a sister classroom in the United Kingdom. After much
anticipation, the classes received return packages full of British snacks. This class opened and began to sample the snacks from” across the pond.” “They say-I
say.”

HIGH SCHOOL
As the end of the year approaches, PHHS seniors begin
to to prepare for post-secondary options. On Wednesday, March 14th, twenty-one students participated in the
Accuplacer testing. The Accuplacer is a test used by the
Metropolitan Community Colleges (MCC) as a placement
test for incoming students. About forty PHHS students
enroll in a MCC college annually.
VFW : Members from the VFW Post 3118 were welcomed at PHHS to present to all 9th
grade American History classes. The veterans discussed the meaning behind each
phrase of the Pledge of Allegiance along with lessons on patriotism and flag etiquette.

The Pleasant Hill Concert Band is preparing for the upcoming competition season, Recently, clinicians Dr. Anthony Pursell (University of
Central Missouri Director of Bands), and Dr. Joe Parisi (UMKC Professor of Instrumental Music Education) were invited to PHHS to work with
our band students to perfect their concert music. Pleasant Hill is fortunate to have access to such experts in the instrumental music field to
devote their time to help make our students better.

PHHS A C T I V I T I E S “ I T ’ S A G R E AT D AY TO B E A R O O S T E R / C H I C K !
Pleasant Hill Activities… “It’s a GREAT Day to be a Rooster/Chick!” New activities website: www.pleasanthillhs.rschoolteams.com
Highlights:
DECA: MEMBERS COMPETE AT STATE CAREER DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE - Members of the Pleasant Hill High
School DECA Chapter recently attended the 2018 Missouri DECA Career Development Conference held on March
11-13 at Crown Center in Kansas City, Missouri. DECA is a career and technical student organization for all high
school students participating in business management and marketing programs. DECA prepares emerging leaders
and entrepreneurs in marketing, finance, hospitality and management in high schools and colleges around the
globe. Nearly 2.000 members and advisers representing chapters throughout the state met to compete in the state
leadership awards program. Delegates representing the Pleasant Hill High School in the state competitive leadership awards program were: Jared Clapp, Michael Okuly, Dillon Bray, Brady Schlesener, Jayden Reyes, Colin Paris
and Rachel Denney. Winning recognition at the state conference was Rachel Denney in Business Financial Services. Rachel Denney qualified to compete at the DECA International Career Development Conference in Atlanta,
GA, April 20-25. She will compete against students from the United States and around the world.
District Band: Events receiving Superior I ratings and moving onto State Contest are:
Julia Longmeyer-Violin Solo; Sophia Harvey-Flute Solo; Joseph Heinrich-Piano Solo;
Woodwind Trio (Sophia Harvey, Sydney Lamborn, Gennavieve Wrobel); Drake Beaman-Snare Solo; Jeffrey Hatfield-Snare Solo; Cole Swofford-Trumpet Solo;
Mallet Quartet (Joseph Heinrich, Emily Armstrong, Sarah Morris, Julia Longmeyer); Alaina Umscheid-Horn Solo; JR Tabony-Mallet Solo; Gennavieve WrobelEnglish Horn Solo; Gennavieve Wrobel-Oboe Solo
Scholar Bowl: The scholar bowl team had a great week last Tuesday winning their first
ever MRVC title! The varsity squad had a great day dominating Grain Valley in the finals.
The JV team took second losing a tie-breaker question in the championship match.
Three players were named as all-conference individuals: Ben Yoder (2nd overall), Joe
Heinrich (6th overall), and Victor Leiker (8th overall for JV).

Speech & Debate: The speech and debate team competed in the MSHSAA district tournament. Three students made it to the final round in four total events.
Levi Cohen finished 7th in radio speaking, Bayne McCall finished 5th in Humorous Interpretation, Mackenzie Beaman finished 2nd in Poetry and 1st in Dramatic
Interpretation. Mackenzie qualifies to state in both events.
Rooster Baseball: The Rooster baseball team opened their season this past weekend with a trip to Harrison, Arkansas for the Ozark Tournament. The team
returned to Pleasant Hill having won two of three games and taking 4th place in the tournament. The Roosters host Bishop Miege this Wednesday at 5pm. The
JV squad travels to Knob Noster Thurs-Saturday for a tournament.
Rooster Golf: The Rooster golf team kicked off their season with a successful run in
the Oak Grove tournament last Friday. JV finished 1st at the weather shortened, Oak
Grove JV Tournament. Wheeler 2nd, Winkler t6, Shepard t6, Gallagher 9th. Rooster
Varsity Golf begins the season as Oak Grove Tournament Champions! Hamlin 1st,
T.Stone 2nd, J.Stone 4th, and Slaughter 6th. The teams will host a home event Tuesday vs. Odessa at Country Creek; 4:30pm.

Pleasant Hill Track: The Pleasant Hill track team gets their season underway at home this Tuesday as they host Ray-Pec and Belton in a small tri-meet. The
meet will begin at 4pm at Eklund Field.
Chicks Soccer: The Chicks take their show on the road this week to open the season with three road games. Tuesday they travel to Clinton; 5pm, Thursday to
Ray-Pec; 5pm and then to Odessa Friday; 5pm. The Chicks hosted Cameron and LSHS JV last Tuesday for a girls soccer jamboree. It was a successful evening
for the team.
Winter/Wrestling Cheer: The cheer groups held their end of season awards recently. Between the two teams they had 9 MRVC Academic All-conference honorees. (Breann Bissonnette, Lauren Mann, Halee Werner, Ali Ray, Cailee More, Angela McCormick, Isabella Raysik, Paige Gustin & Alexia Werner)

Chicks Basketball: The Chicks will wrap up their season Monday evening with their annual awards ceremony. The team was represented with 7 Academic Allconference honorees. (Callie Miller, Paige Zieman, Sydney Bunch, Averee Brattin, Kylie Campbell, Kylee Reeves and Tori Young) There were 3 MRVC West All
Conference Honorees. (Callie Miller - 1st team, Chesnea Philipsheck - 2nd team & Tabitha Graham - Honorable Mention) Callie Miller will be recognized as an
Academic All-State performer.
Rooster Basketball: The Roosters wrapped up their season Sunday afternoon with their annual award ceremony. The team was represented with 7 Academic
All-conference honorees. (Michael Wright, Evan Yokley, Garrett Canaan, Blake Atkins, Hunter Fannin, Jagger Lawler & Ramsey Kohler) The team had 3 MRVC
West All-conference honorees. (Cole Ederer - 1st team, Mazen Jackson & Michael Wright - 2nd team)

Elementary School Continued:
Students used i-pads and grocery ads to look up the values of different grocery
items. Once students found the dollar amounts of their items they used sticky
notes to keep track of each price. Students went shopping in the classroom
and chose a combination of items to calculate and find totals. Once proficient
with their calculations, they were able to change the quantities of different
items. They have enjoyed bringing real life math into the classroom!

