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Tech School Gives Students Chance to
Jump-Start Their Careers

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

By Jacquelyn Kerner
Students seeking an opportunity to get a head-start on
their careers while still in high
school, LaGrone Advanced
Technology Complex (ATC)
may be an option for them.
The school, located in Denton,
provides an educational environment for students wanting
to earn college credits or certificates in their field. This is
the second year that AHS has
given students a chance to
attend this school.
Students at AHS taking
courses at the ATC school this
year are juniors Lauren
McGuffey, Ben Mayfield, and
Kate Gwartney, and seniors
Chris Evans and David Caltrider.
Although it is a much different experience than AHS, the
students are happy with their
decision to take courses here,
as it prepares them for a future
career. Each class at the ATC
is three hours long, making
each day of learning more
productive. The students get

there by bus and they leave
during the school day after
fourth period.
Junior Ben Mayfield is taking
an automotive tech course
along with a computer maintenance class. “It‟s a hands-on
experience,” he explains,
“instead of being in a classroom reading from the book.”
Senior David Caltrider, who
is taking Cisco Networking and
Computer Maintenance, said,
“It‟s really nice over there,” and
describes the overall experience as “enlightening.”
Juniors Kate Gwartney and
Lauren McGuffey are taking
nursing classes and culinary
arts at the school this year. “I
thought it would be a good experience, but you can get behind in your classes really easily if you‟re not careful,” Kate
said.
Students can take a variety
of courses, including Law/
Criminal Justice, Computers,
Computer Networking, Elec-

tronics, Advertising Design,
Cosmetology, Medical/Allied
Health, Construction, Animation, Automotive Technology,
Culinary Arts, Media Technology or Architecture Engineering, Agriculture, Business,
Hospitality, Education, Auto
Technology, CNC Manufacturing, Geographical Information
Systems and more.
All courses are only offered
to juniors and seniors, or anyone over 16. Enrollment is by
application,
which can be
picked up, along
with other information, from Mrs.
Bigbee.
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LaGrone facilities

Athletes Sign to Renowned Colleges
By Dominique Church
As the year is coming to
an end, five seniors have
signed to full or partial
sports scholarship. Brady
Brown, Kyle Frizzell, Caden
Dickerson, Jessica Bonfield
and Taylor Petrick will be
leaving Argyle but will continue their sports careers at
new schools.
Athletic Director Todd
Rodgers explained that the
signing process begins with
colleges requesting tapes
for review by scholarship
committees. Athletes may
receive offers from many
schools throughout the
course of their junior and
senior years. Eventually,
the athlete must decide
which school is the best fit

for their academic, financial, and athletic needs.
Sometimes students already have their
top schools in mind, but
ultimately they must commit to one school. The
decision is completely up
to the athlete and their
parents. “I may give advice when asked, but I do
not play; the student will,”
Rodgers said.
After receiving
offers from many schools,
Senior Brady Brown
agreed to play football for
Vanderbilt with a full
scholarship. At Vanderbilt
he plans to major in business. Brady is a two-time
Associated Press all state

recipient, and last season he
had 73 catches for over onethousand yards and thirteen
touchdowns.
Another AHS Eagle, Senior Kyle Frizzell will
be leaving to become a Mustang at Western New Mexico
to play football. Last season
he ran 1,093 yards as Argyle‟s running-back and only
had two fumbles.
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(From left to right)
Brady Brown, Caden Dickerson,
Kyle Frizzell, David Johnson,
Taylor Petrick, and Jessica Bonfield

Continued on page 3
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Eagle Spirit Takes a Nosedive
By Michael Wolfe
If you were to see a cluster of mostly parents and teachers
with a handful of students mixed in,
you might think, “PTSA meeting.”
Actually, in mid-September, this
blend was the decorators for the
homecoming hallways and floats. In
fact, the recent decline in school
spirit has made this sad scene
more common.
Many teachers grumble
that students are less involved in
fund-raising activities. For example,
during the sophomore class‟s Valentine flower fundraiser, less than
ten students showed up to prepare
the flowers to be sold. Only a few
students who sold the flowers were
sophomores. The rest were teachers and students who had been

recruited to help with sales.
These sales will go towards
next year‟s prom. Typically, prom
costs $15,000 to $20,000. For last
year‟s prom, the flower fundraiser
raised $400, and an additional
$1,500 was raised from another
fundraiser. The rest of the money
comes from class dues and ticket
sales. Depending on grade, but
more importantly funding, tickets
cost $35 to $50. If more money had
been raised, ticket prices would have
been significantly lower.
It is not just fundraisers that
are seeing less involvement. The
National Honor Society has traditionally seen students scrambling for
service hours at the end of the year.

Sports are also suffering. At
pep rallies, which are usually for high
school sports, it is the middle school
that is the most spirited. Most high
school students sit and wait for the
rallies to end, never cheering or getting “fired up.”
The lack of school spirit is
hurting both faculty and students.
However, new spirit organizations
like the Red Army are alleviating our
school‟s spirit woes. Students should
follow the example of the Red Army
and bring the same level of enthusiasm to support all our teams, pep
rallies, clubs and class activities.

Student Sound
Off
Cartoon by David Johnson

What is your pet peeve?
“When teachers don‟t erase
everything off the board and they
leave a little mark.”
- Kaylee Brazeel, 12th
“If the clasp of a necklace is not in
the back of their neck, if you can see
it.”

What’s the most creative
way you asked someone/were asked to Sadie
Hawkins?
“I got Dodee to dress up as Cupid
and shoot an arrow at Blake with a note
that said, „Sadie‟s?‟”
- Amber Hardy, 12th

- Heather Taylor, 10th
“Incompetence, incorrect grammar,
pretending to be stupid, people who
can‟t take a joke and laugh at themselves.”
- Austin Hamm, 12th

“Spray painting a crappy guitar case for a
guy that plays. It ruled.”
- Rachel Schermerhorn, 12th
“I stuffed 300 cotton balls in Matt O‟Connor‟s locker because he‟s deathly afraid
of them!”
- Morgan Massey, 11th

Do you think AHS has
less school spirit this
year?
“Yes, because this is school,
not a party. School is for learning,
not „spirit.‟”
- Tyler Kass, 12th
“Not really. It didn‟t seem like we
had much spirit to begin with.”
- Riley Lynch, 12th
“No, AHS is ALWAYS full of
school SPIRIT!”
- Becca Capra, 11th
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New Sport Kicks Off
By Cat Clark
Argyle ISD has a new sports
team: soccer. Ninth through twelfth
grade girls and boys can now play
for the Argyle soccer team.

cially when everybody on the teams
works together to get the goal.”
The boys‟ team captains have
their own favorite game time traditions: “Oranges and Capri Sun,”
Alex McKellar said .

Coach Marc Koke started work
with the kids. “We had good numbers try out,” he said.

Coach Koke said about his teams.
There are still a few district
games left this season, so come out and
support the girls‟ and boys‟ soccer teams .

As a first year program, the teams
are doing well. With the district
games underway, both have high
expectations from the coach. “We
have good numbers and good players,” Coach Koke said.

From the girls‟ team, Liz
Fryer has been doing soccer for
awhile. “My dad signed me up when
I was little, and I just thought, „what
the heck.‟” Now she is one of the
girls‟ soccer team captains.

“We definitely are the underdog.”
But as the underdog, Argyle soccer
has enjoyed early success; the
boys‟ team has won three district
games, and the girls‟ team has won
two district games.

The teams are enjoying the new
experiences and everyone has their
opinion about the best part about
being on the team.
Liz said, “It‟s unfair to pick one
favorite thing, but team bonding is
cool. The girls are awesome. Espe-

And it will not stop there, “the
freshmen are loaded with talent,”

Sports STats
Boy’s Basketball-W 59 to 35 Sanger
-W 66 to 39 Gainesville
-W 85 to 38 Celina
-W 88 to 47 Prosper
-W 57 to 39 Whitesboro
-W 66 to 49 Sanger
-W 72 to 41 Gainesville
-W 78 to 27 Celina
-L 60 to 71 Prosper
-W 76 to 42 Whitesboro
-W 68 to 64 Kimball
Girl’s Basketball-W 63 - 29 Prosper
-W 52 - 33 Whitesboro
-W 45 - 27 Sanger
-W 69 - 23 Gainesville
-W 47 - 40 Celina

-W 57 - 38 Prosper
-L 42 - 47 Whitesboro
-W 56 - 46 Sanger
-W 62 - 17 Gainesville
-W 47 - 42 Celina
-W 67 - 53 Crandall
-W 38 - 35 Kennedale
-W 50 - 45 Roosevelt
Boys Soccer-L 3 - 4 Denton
-W 1 - 0 Lake Dallas
-L 0 - 2 Denton Guyer
-W 2 - 0 Birdville
-L 0 - 5 Denton Ryan
-W 2 - 1 Denton
-W 2 - 1 Denton
BaseballWaco Tournament:
advanced to the final
round of the tournament

Signing article continued from
front page
Further north, Caden
Dickerson will be playing basketball for Western Kentucky.
“Caden has been a tremendous
asset to our basketball program.
As he leaves Argyle and continues his career at Western Kentucky I know that he will continue to do the things it takes to
be successful,” Coach John
King said.
Closer to home, at Texas A &
M, Jessica Bonfield will be on a
30% pole vaulting scholarship

Girls Soccer-W 2 - 1 Denton
-L 1 - 2 Lake Dallas
-L 0 - 1 Denton Guyer
-L 0 - 4 Birdville
-L 0 - 6 Denton Ryan
-W 3 - 2 Denton

Photo By: Cat Clark

Senior Captain Devon Zielinski doing
some soccer moves.

Softball-W 13 - 3 Fort Worth Castleberry
-L 5 - 6 Krum

Congratulations!

-L 3 - 5 Ferris
-L 0 - 5 Windthorst
-W 4 - 3 Fort Worth Trimble Tech
-W 15 - 4 Ferris
-W 5 - 4 Lake Worth
-W 8 - 3 Bridgeport

and will be majoring in civil engineering. “It‟ll be a great experience and a lot of fun,” Jessica
said.
At UT Tyler, Taylor Petrick
will be on a full softball scholarship and will be majoring in
physical therapy. “It‟ll be awesome because they have a
really great program. The team
is really welcoming,” Taylor
said.
Next year‟s graduating
class already has one athlete
looking to his college future.
Junior David Johnson has orally
agreed to a sports scholarship
to Texas Christian University.

-Girls Basketball team advanced to the final four of
state playoffs!
-Boys Basketball advanced to
regional quarter finals!

David will graduate
at the end of the fall semester of 2009-2010 school
year. He will begin college
classes in the spring and
begin working with TCU‟s
football team.
While these scholarships provide a break in
their cost of education, some
of the athletes are considering their future beyond college. Brady‟s ultimate goal
would be to go pro, and
Coach Rodgers believes it is
a possibility for him.

Rodgers said that as
you move forward in an athletic career the “pool [of athletes] gets smaller.” Whether
or not these athletes make it
to the pros, their signings are
impressive because a small
percentage of high school
students can play in college.
Argyle will be wellrepresented across the country by these student athletes.
Their success is a result of
natural ability combined with
the help of “a great support
staff of teachers, coaches,
family and a committed community” Coach Rodgers said.
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Mr. McClure’s Medical Advice
How to stay healthy and avoid illness

If running a fever of 100 or more:
NO SCHOOL (stay home to get well
and to avoid spreading disease)

Wash Hands:
15-20 seconds (for good time
estimate sing the ―ABC
Song‖, ―Row Your Boat‖, or
―Happy Birthday‖), with
warm water and soap; hand
sanitizer if no sink available
Adequate sleep/rest:
The average teenager needs
approximately 9 hours of
sleep; most only get 5 to 6
hours
Stay hydrated:
Drink water, juice, milk, etc…
no soda, energy drinks, or
caffeine

Proper Nutrition:
Don‘t skip meals; eat high quality
foods, such as fruits, vegetables, and
granola. No Pop Tarts, chips, cookies.
Take Medicine appropriately:
follow your prescription of medicine
exactly –don‘t double or undertake- do
what your doctor says

Get the proper vaccines:
(booster, flu shots, etc)

Don’t put things in your mouth:

Decrease Exposure: Don‘t exchange
spit (AKA Lip Locking, Tonsil
Hockey, Spit Swapping), don‘t
share drinks and food, use proper
measures when preparing food
(wear gloves, hair nets, wash
hands after touching raw meat);
after using Kleenex throw them
away in the trash

(hands, a.b.c. gum, pens, pencils, hair,
etc)
If all else fails… Enclose yourself in a germ
proof bubble

A Whole New World
Foreign Exchange Students Experience New Culture at AHS
By Dominique Church
Students from all over the world attend
Argyle High School through
exchange
programs like ASSE, ASPECT, and the
Center for Cultural Exchange. This year
Argyle is home to students from Germany,
Denmark, Canada, Venezuela and Columbia.

Anastasia Burgon, from Germany,
and Carolina Abbelnour, from Venezuela, came here to learn English and
learn about different cultures. Roxanne Livoiron, from Canada, came
here to learn the language too. Alejandro Ortega, from Colombia, had a
choice between the United States,
Canada, or Nigeria. Julie Klokkerholm, came here from Denmark to try

(left to right, top to
bottom):
Alejandro Ortega,
Julie Klokkerholm,
Timo Blume,
Roxanne Livorion,
Anna Burg0n,
Carolina Abbelnour
Photo by Jake Bates

something new. Also from Germany, Timo Blume came here to have better
future job opportunities and to meet new
people.
Many of these students said that school
here is very different from their home country. In Germany they do not have as many
after school activities or sports and staying in
the same class all day is normal in Venezuela.
Also, in Colombia they have no options in
choosing their classes.
Some of the exchange students
have noticed cultural differences as well. In
Julie‘s country there is ―not so much fast
food. We eat with a fork and a knife, not only
a fork. Clothes and shoes are so much more
expensive than here,‖ she said.
Even the Texas weather is an adjustment. ―I don‘t get a suntan in February [at
home]‖ Timo said.
Because these students are not from our
country and have some cultural differences,
students here at Argyle are naturally curious.
Some of the questions have been a little surprising to the exchange students. Anastasia
and Timo were asked, ―Can you speak German?‖ Carolina and Julie were asked, ―Do
you have Internet [at home]?‖ Roxanne has
been asked if she lived in an igloo.
All the students seem to be enjoying their time in the United States and appreciate the experience the exchange program
has given them. It‘s really hard in the beginning, said Alejandro, but we learn to live by
ourselves.

T H E T A LON

C LU B / O RG A N IZA TIO N N EWS - P A G E 5

Upcoming competitions/events/meetings
UIL Academic Team
March 7-Flower Mound UIL Meet March 21-TMSCA State
Meet in San Antonio
March 23-District UIL Meet at Argyle (Journalism, Ready Writing)
March 27-District UIL Meet at Argyle
AHS Spotlight Players
|March 6-UIL One-Act Play clinic at Argyle
March 10-UIL One-Act Play clinic at Denton Ryan
March 24 and 25-UIL One-Act Play District Competition
AHS Bowling Club-Boys
March 7-Region II Competition at Denton Brunswick
Team includes: Tyler Haines, Kris Rogers, Josh McSwain,
Waylon Young, Hunter Malcuit, Maverick Flanagan, Chris
Coughran and Zachery Young
If the team places in the top 4, they will compete at State on
March 28th at the Plano Bowl.

THE BU

ZZ

AHS Choir Club
March 26-Vocal Recital 7pm, AHS Auditorium
NAHS
March 6-Workshop 3:30-5
March 9-Meeting 3:30-5
March 12-Workshop 3:30-5
March 24-Workshop 3:30-5
March 26-Workshop 3:30-5
March 30-Workshop 3:30-5
Youth Art in the Square (Southlake) April 24-26
March is Youth Art Month—watch for new artwork hanging in
the halls and gallery.
AHS Band
March 10 - Pre-UIL 8-10 am in the auditorium
March 14 - Pancake Breakfast fundraiser @ Applebee‘s in
Denton
March 18 – Fall UIL State Champion recognition with Govenor
Perry in Austin at the State Capitol

Recent Accomplishments
AHS UIL Academic Team
February 7-Sweepstakes winner at
Denton Ryan
February 14-Sweepstakes winner at Azle;
First Place Journalism Team at Valley
View
AHS Bowling Team-Boys
District-2nd Place Team
Archery
State-1st Place Team; 1st Place High
School Boys State Champion-Braydin
Clark; 2nd Place High School BoysDavid Hagler; 3rd Place High School
Girls-Brenna Jefferies
Teams advanced to the national tournament

AHS Spotlight Players are currently
selling Movie Tavern gift cards for $10
for the production of FOOTLOOSE.
See Mrs. Chumbley for details.

AHS Choir Club
District Solo & Ensemble-Superior Rating:
Kimmy Phillip—State competition in May
AHS Band
February 12 – AHS Wind Ensemble received
the Association of Texas Small School Bands
Outstanding Performance Series 1st Place for
concert selection ‗Trittico‘, 1st Runner-up for
concert selection ‗Sarabande and Polka‘, and
Runner-up for ‗March, Opus 99‘
February 13 – AHS Wind Ensemble State
Honor Band concert in San Antonio at the
Texas Music Educators Conference

Director of Bands Kathy Johnson, with
Superintendent Dr. Telena Wright, accepts
TMEA honor.

February 13 – Texas flag flown over the State
Capitol in honor of the Argyle High School
band winning both 3A State Marching Band
Championship and 3A State Honor Band
Championship

AHS Band is currently selling tickets for
an Applebee‘s Pancake Breakfast.
Tickets are $5.00 and may be purchased
from any band student.
Seniors Adrianna Chrestopoulos and Rachel
Schermerhorn accept plaque for TMEA
Honor Band.
Photos provided by Kathy Johnson
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From the Counselor’s Desk...
College Connections Program
Financial Aid/Admissions Informational Workshop
On March 30th and 31st seniors will participate in an early college readiness program called College Connections. Seniors will meet with
Tesha Johnson from North Central Texas College during their English IV classes. Ms. Johnson and her team will assist students with their
college applications regardless of where the student is applying. This program is not NCTC specific. Students will also be instructed about
the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid).
Additionally, as part of the College Connections program, Argyle High School will host a FAFSA workshop on April 2, 2009 at 6:00 PM in
the Argyle High School/Middle School computer lab, rooms 503 and 504 for high school seniors and their parents. Ms. Johnson will also
present this program. The presentation will give the latest information on financial aid, grants, scholarships, and the admission process, all
on- line, as well as providing individual one-on-one attention for Q&A after the presentation. The 2009-2010 FAFSA will be available online for parents to submit.
Parents of 2009 seniors are encouraged to complete 2008 income tax returns as early as possible. Financial aid offices at all colleges and
universities recommend completing the FAFSA early, allowing for a better opportunity to obtain financial assistance.
Many parents and students hesitate to even apply for financial aid because they feel it is too complicated or assume they will not qualify for
any type of financial aid. Financial aid consists of more than just grants which do no have to be paid back. Work-study programs, student
loans, and need-based scholarships are other forms of financial aid. The FAFSA is the key document that can qualify a student for these
forms of assistance.
The FAFSA is now more user-friendly due to the on-line version and is well worth the time and effort. Please bring your completed 2008
tax return and receive completely confidential assistance. Keep in mind that this service is available for all senior students and their parents,
regardless of where the student is going to college. For further assistance and information on these services provided by College Connections, please contact Argyle High School counselor Margo Bigbee at 940-262-7777, EXT 2008 or Tesha Johnson at 940-668-3337. You
may email Mrs. Bigbee at mbigbee@argyleisd.com or Ms. Johnson at tljohnson@nctc.edu.
College Connections is a new program offered by NCTC and is truly here to help each and every senior at Argyle High School. Our plans
include implementing College Connections next year early in the fall semester in an effort to insure that every senior is prepared for the
college transition. Your participation is encouraged and appreciated.

U.S. Service Academies Forum
Date:
Time:

Saturday, April 4, 2009
8:00 AM - 12:00 Noon

∙High school and middle school students & parents are encouraged to attend.
∙Event is NOT come and go;
come and stay!
∙Free and open to the public.

Place: Tarrant County College,
Southeast Campus
2100 Southeast Parkway
Arlington, TX 76018
∙Park in Lot B.
∙Building entrance behind flag poles.
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Did You Know?

1)

His favorite band is Second Chapter
of Axe, a Christian rock group.

2)

If he could eat dinner with any four
individuals, dead or alive, he would
choose Steven Prefontaine, Sebastian
Coe, Roger Bannister, 3 great track
legends, and Francis Schaeffer, a
philosopher.

Featuring Mr. Cliff McCurdy

3)

His ideal vacation spot is Eastern
Idaho, in the Rocky Mountains.

4)

In high school and college, he was on
the track team. In high school, he ran
the 400 meters and one mile relay. In
college, he ran the 800 meters.

5)

Photo by: Megan Kaase

In his junior high and high school
years, his favorite pastime was playing pass-touch football. Presently, he
has given up the football for a pair of
running shoes.

6)

His biggest pet peeve is politicians
who do not mind spending money that
we do not have.

7)

His favorite book is Vision of the
Anointed, by Thomas Sowell.

8)

He is a Snowking Mountain Run
finisher; held in Jackson Hole, WY.

Eavesdropping
― Is it hot in here, or is it just my
positive attitude?‖
Coach Beene, Algebra 1
― Just be glad they don‘t pay in
ice cubes.‖
Baylor Morgan, lunch
― I have so much cake in my
nose.‖
Alex Robinson, lunch
― I‘ll just wear muffins
everywhere.‖
Kyle Wiseman, Theatre
― Stop picking your nose when
you‘re staring at her.‖
Ms. Sanders, French
― I‘m not going for the scissor
look.‖
Justin Tudor, Government

Newspaper Staff:
Jake Bates
Dominique Church
Cat Clark
Megan Kaase
Jacquelyn Kerner
Michael Wolfe
Adviser:
Mrs. Fenter
Find this paper online at the
Argyle High School website.

If you would like to submit an
article to the newspaper, or if you
have ideas for upcoming issues,
please see Mrs. Fenter or one of the
staff members.
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Congrats Thomas!
On March 3rd, Senior Thomas Quintana signed for
a full ride to Oklahoma University and a
semester abroad for his academic achievements.
Boomer Sooner!

