Alta Vista School

Summer Reading Book Club
Join the Summer Reading Club and get a jumpstart on NEXT year with these book
recommendations from the teachers. Pick the grade level you’ll be entering and then head to
your local library or bookstore to find these favorites. We encourage EVERY student to read
a minimum of TWO books this summer!

K in d e r g a r t e n :
Look Out Kindergarten, Here I Come by Nancy Carlson
Henry the mouse faces his first day of kindergarten, and despite his fears about not
being ready for a busy day of stories, learning, singing, and making new friends, he
soon discovers how fun it will be.

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin Jr.
In this bright and lively rhyme, the letters of the alphabet race each other to the top
of the coconut tree. When X, Y and Z finally scramble up the trunk, however, the
weight is too much, and down they all tumble in a colorful chaotic heap: "Chicka
Chicka . . . BOOM! BOOM!" All the family members race to help, as one by one the
letters recover in amusingly battered fashion.

F ir s t G r a d e :
Biscuit Book Series by Alyssa Capucilli
Perfect for emerging readers, the whole Biscuit series is adorable and predictable–
just what the new readers are looking for.

Froggy Series by Jonathan London
Jonathan London's Froggy series is one of our 1st grade favorites! Children react to
Froggy's setbacks and mistakes with smiles and laughter.
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Second Grade:
Amber Brown Series by Paula Danziger
With spunky Amber Brown, Danziger This heroine's perky, first-person narrative ("I, Amber
Brown, am one very excited third grader") allows readers to make her acquaintance
immediately--and effortlessly. They'll learn straight away that Amber's life is about to
change, and she is not at all happy about it.

Geronimo Stilton series
The Geronimo Stilton books are funny. Just ask any young reader why they like the series
and this will be one of the main things they mention. The humour is generally slapstick and
at Geronimo’s expense but there can also be humorous references to popular culture and
Geronimo’s interactions with his diverse group of friends and family provide ample
opportunities for comedy.

T h ir d G r a d e :
“Socks” by Beverly Cleary
Socks is one happy cat. He lives with a nice young couple called the Brickers who play with
him	
  , pet him, feed him treats, and always have a warm lap for him to sit in. Then a new baby
joins the family. Suddenly, the Brickers are sharing their laps and love with Charles William,
and Socks is getting into all sorts of trouble.

“The Bad Beginning” by Lemony Snicketts
The Bad Beginning is a novel by Daniel Handler, written under his pen name Lemony Snicket,
and the first of thirteen books in the A Series of Unfortunate Events collection. It f	
  eatures the
three recently orphaned Baudelaire children, 14-year-old Violet, 12-year-old Klaus and 6month-old Sunny, who are given into the care of a distant relative, Count Olaf, who only
wants the fortune Mr. and Mrs. Baudelaire left behind.
Encyclopedia Brown, Boy Detective (Encyclopedia Brown Series #1) by Donald J. Sobol
A Civil War sword ... a watermelon stabbing ... missing roller skates ... a trapeze artist's
inheritance ... and an eyewitness who's legally blind! These are just some of the ten braintwisting mysteries that Encyclopedia Brown must solve by using his famous computerlike
brain. Try to crack the cases along with him -- answers to all the mysteries are found in the
back of the book!	
  	
  

	
  

How to Eat Fried Worms by Thomas Rockwell, Emily A. McCully (illus.)
Billy makes a bet with his friends that he can eat 15 worms in 15 days. Even with a free choice
of condiments -- from peanut butter to horseradish -- Billy wonders if he can really do it.

Continued….	
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Fourth G rade:
Hank Zipzer Series
This series follows the misadventures of Hank Zipzer a bright boy with learning challenges;
inspired by the real life experiences of Henry Winkler.

39 Clues Series (published by Scholastic)
10-book, multi-author adventure series focusing on the fictional Cahill family. Available
online games and more than 250 collectible trading cards also are based on the books.

Nancy Drew Mystery series by Carolyn Keene
Nancy Drew is a fictional young amateur detective in various mystery series for children
and teens.

The Cricket in Times Square by George Selden, Garth Williams (illus.)
Business has not been good at the Bellini's newspaper stand in the Times Square subway
station. Tucker the mouse, who lives in a drainpipe near the newsstand, wishes he could
help. One night, Mario Bellini hears a beautiful sound -- it is Chester, a cricket from
Connecticut who has been accidentally brought to New York City and plays music with his
wings. After Mario convinces his parents to let him keep Chester, Tucker, his friend Harry the
cat, and the cricket come up with a plan to help the Bellinis keep their newsstand…
My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George
Tired of big-city life, Sam Gribley runs away to the Catskill Mountains to forge a life of his
own. In this Newbery Honor book, Sam relates his adventures during the year he spends
alone, including his struggle for survival, his dependence on nature, his animal friends, and
his ultimate realization that he needs human companionship. Also recommended: On the Far
Side of the Mountain.

F if t h G r a d e :
Obi, gerbil on the loose! By M.C. Delaney
ObiA's owner is on vacation, and the neighbor feeding the pets has forgotten all about the
gerbil tucked away in her cage. Obi loves her cozy home, but without food and water she
must escape to survive. So, taking on the courage of her namesake (Star Wars Jedi knight
Obi-Wan), she breaks out and meets her fellow pets -cats up to no good, a maniacal
tarantula, an insecure snake, a grumpy mouse, and a crotchety dog. This hilarious novel
about perseverance and pluck is enhanced with funny cartoon illustrations.

Kenny & the Dragon by Tony DiTerlizzi
From Tony DiTerlizzi, one of the creators of The Spiderwick Chronicles, comes this new
chapter book that is a retelling of Kenneth Grahame's classic tale "The Reluctant Dragon."
This story of a battle between a bookseller named George and a dragon named Grahame is
loosely based on the legendary battle between St. George and the dragon.
Continued….	
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The Girl who could fly by Victoria Forester
You just can’t keep a good girl down . . . unless you use the proper methods. Piper McCloud
can fly. Just like that. Easy as pie. Sure, she hasn’t mastered reverse propulsion and her turns
are kind of sloppy, but she’s real good at loop-the-loops. Problem is, the good folk of
Lowland County are afraid of Piper. And her ma’s at her wit’s end. So it seems only fitting
that she leave her parents’ farm to attend a top-secret, maximum-security school for kids
with exceptional abilities.

Swindle by Korman	
  
After a mean collector named Swindle cons him out of his most valuable baseball card,
Griffin Bing must put together a band of misfits to break into Swindle's compound and
recapture the card. There are many things standing in their way — a menacing guard dog, a
high-tech security system, a very secret hiding place, and their inability to drive — but
Griffin and his team are going to get back what's rightfully his . . . even if hijinks ensue.

Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli
Maniac Magee is a folk story about a very excitable boy. One that can outrun dogs, hit a
home run off the best pitcher in the neighborhood, tie a knot no one can undo. "Kid's gotta
be a maniac," is what the folks in Two Mills say. It's also the story of how this boy, Jeffrey
Lionel "Maniac" Magee, confronts racism in a small town, tries to find a home where there is
none and attempts to soothe tensions between rival factions on the tough side of town.
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