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You’ve made it! December’s nearly done, and
only a few tears shed. Now, just the rest of the
year…
The task may seem daunting, but think of all
there is to look forward to in 2016. The Bulldog Reporter will be here to update you on
plays, festivities and fun to come. Then it’s
just… more school.
Good Luck,
Veena Prakriya, Executive Editor
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Ms. Diane Burkhalter: A Friendly Face
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By: Skyler Rossi
Just about every student at CHS has sat inside the guidance office
waiting for their counselor to call them in for a meeting. While
relaxing on one of the various couches or chairs, it’s hard to resist
staring at the colorful collage of prom and graduation pictures pasted to the front of the secretary desk and starting up a chat with the
cheerful and energetic woman behind it. As many of us know from
countless greetings and conversations with her, this woman is Ms.
Diane Burkhalter. Now, after a long history with CHS, she will be
retiring on December 31.
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Page 6: Learn a little bit about our new VP.
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PLUS: check your answers from the last issue.
Page 7: Deciding whether you are going to vote or not
next November? Read this viewpoint before making
up your mind.
Page 8: Impress your family with these Christmas
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HopeMUN Takes RUMUN

Can’t get enough? Follow us on Twitter
and Facebook:

By: Vicki Xie and Catherine Zhang
When December comes along, most students get excited for snow
days and winter break, but for those in Model United Nations, there’s
another event that brings excitement and anticipation.
On December 3-6, 40 Hopewell Model United Nations students attended the four-day Rutgers Model UN (RUMUN) conference in
New Brunswick. Throughout the conference, students engaged in
four days of intense debate alongside some 1,500 students to develop
solutions to pressing global issues.

Continued on page 3
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Winter Track Is Coming to Town
By: Julia Drake

As the holiday season jumps into gear, so
do the many boys and girls who decide to
participate in winter track. Winter track offers a bevy of events to participate in, including the pole vault, long jump, shot put,
hurdles, discus, the 55, 200, 400, 800, mile
and 2 mile. Every student on the team looks
forward to the rush of adrenaline that
comes from sprinting, vaulting or hurdling
past their opponents.
Each event requires diligent training and
preparation. At every practice, runners may
work on their starting form and technique
or go to the weight room to lift. The practices can focus on agility and quickness by incorporating ladder exercises, or on endurance, for which distance runners may even
go off-campus for longer runs to build up
their stamina.

that has been the home of indoor track and
field in New York for over 100 years. They
host over 100 track meets a year, and students from all over the country travel to
compete.
When asked about her favorite part of
track, sophomore runner Mary Buck said, “I
definitely love the social aspect of track, and
I also love that I can make friends outside of
my grade. It’s easy to connect when we are
all working as one big team and family towards a common goal.”
While track can mean different things for
different people, they are all united under
their passion for fitness. If you get the
chance, go support the winter track team
and cheer them on as they vault, sprint and
hurdle into another great season!

While some students do winter track as
their main sport, many students also participate to stay in shape in the off-season. The
flexibility of this sport is often what draws
many students in. It is an outlet where they
can work hard and get in shape, but enjoy
themselves with friends at the same time.
The many days they devote to practice after school prepare them for the weekly track
meets. At every meet, the coaches choose
their desired participants in each event. The
first group, or “heat”, of six runners are the
fastest. They compete for the top three
places, which are the only places that give
the team points. The maximum number of
events one person can participate in is four.
First place receives 3 points, second place
receives 2 points and third place receives 1
point. At the end of the meet, the winner is
determined by the team with the most
points totaled over both boys and girls.
Furthermore, one of the highlights of the
(From left to right) Sophomore Girls’ Track teammates
season is the trip to the Armory in New
York City. The Armory is an indoor stadium Samantha Barnes, Chelsea Barich, and Mary Buck.
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club vice-president and Senior Grace Chen said,
“It was really rewarding to see the new members
Schools come from across the state and the
of the club put what they learned during club
country to compete at RUMUN, with some stumeetings to use in committee. I could tell that
dents flying in all the way from California to pareach and every one of them wanted to do the
ticipate. This year, Hopewell competed against
best that they could, which is really all that matschools such as West Windsor-Plainsboro High
ters. In addition, congratulations to all those
School South, East Brunswick High School, and
who won an award. I'm proud of them.”
Franklin High School.

MUN… Continued from page 1

Hopewell’s countries for RUMUN 2015 were
Germany and Ukraine. Delegations of one to two
students represented one of these two countries
in a variety of committees, such as the Disarmament and International Security Committee
(DISEC), UN Special Summit on Peacekeeping
Reform, and Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ).

The club is now preparing for the Philadelphia
Model UN (PhilMUN) conference, which will be
held on February 25-28, 2016. The regional
theme of PhilMUN 2016 is Asia, and 35 students
will be there representing the Hopewell delegation.

In the past, our Model UN team has won many
awards at PhilMUN, including Best Large DeleThree delegations from Hopewell won awards in gation. Committees for PhilMUN 2016 include
the East Asia Summit, United Nations Human
their respective committees. Freshmen AnnaSettlements Programme, and the Shanghai Cobelle Davis and Julia Rubin won the Most Imoperation Organization.
proved award in the Legal Committee, seniors
Ketaki Gujar and Emily Janoski won the Outstanding Delegate award in the Legal CommitGood luck to all the delegates!
tee, and seniors Navruz Baum and Grace Chen
won the Outstanding Delegate award in the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Committee.
When asked about her experience at RUMUN,

Anticipating HVCHS’
Winter 2015 Pep Rally
By Julianne D’Avirro
Humphrey and Emily Wang
Things are heating up at Hopewell
Valley Central High School on December
23rd, with the 2015 Winter Pep Rally!
Like all other pep rallies, the entire student body will come together to support
HVCHS athletes. Winter sports include
basketball, swimming, winter track, and
more! Inspired by the time of year, the
winter pep rally will embrace holiday
themes.

dances and everything else prepared by
the class officers. In accordance with tradition, the volleyball games between each
grade will also be incorporated into the
celebration. Look forward to another
great pep rally and maybe even a special
event!

Senior Navruz Baum, student
council president, says to anticipate
The Bulldog Reporter
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Burkhalter: Continued from page 1
Ms. Burkhalter has been with the Hopewell
Valley school district for 26 years. Starting as a
paraprofessional and special education teacher,
she has only been a secretary for a few of those
years.
“The secretary position that was open was
over in transportation and maintenance, so I
took the transportation job. There were no
kids there, so I was very unhappy,” she said.
Shortly after, she requested a position shift and
was able to become an attendance secretary at
CHS.
“I have loved seeing the teachers interact
with the kids, watching how the kids change

Manchester United Can
Win The Bangladesh
Premier League

from ninth graders to twelfth graders, and being with the kids. If you’re in a bad mood and
you come to work, you’re instantly in a good
mood because there’s kids here,” Ms. Burkhalter said.
Her welcoming smile that has greeted innumerable students as they enter the guidance
office is all thanks to the kids of Hopewell.
“I love the students, every single one of
them,” she said.
Good luck, Ms. Burkhalter! Best wishes
from all of Hopewell.

Of the top four teams in the league
(Chelsea, Manchester City, Arsenal,
and Manchester United) United has
youngest average squad. When you
Louis Van Gaal’s Red Army still has the
have
a younger squad, you are able to
a chance to win the Premier League
have your star players play more
title in May.
games because they don’t need as
much recovery time as teams with
players who are much older. This not
By: JP Brown
only helps the team this year but for
years to come. It also means that comWhen you look at what has recently pared to other teams, United does not
happened to Manchester United, you need as much recovery time, which
would think they’re on the decline of will help them be able to play two to
their once glorious reign of the Prem- three games a week and continually
ier League. When you watch them it use their starters in each.
feels like they haven’t won anything in
the past decade, but it was only three Secondly, Manchester United have one
years ago that they won the Premier of the most versatile squads in all of
league. I believe that this seasons Man- Europe. This means they have players
who can play well at multiple posichester United will win the Premier
League and it will be because of squad tions.This helps them to be able to use
age, squad versatility and the manager, the same players but put them into
different position to confuse the deLouis Van Gaal.
fenses they come up against. When a
team has an attacking four that can
position with each other,
In 2013, when United won the Premier interchange
the
defenses
not know what to do
League, the average age of the club was and will morewill
than
get caught
24.6 years as per Squawka.com. This out of position and likely
allow
for
an attack
year the average age is 25.6 as per
to
maybe
turn
into
something
more.
Squawka.com, so the fact that it is only This has worked in the past with
Mana year difference is good sign.
chester, like when Cristiano Ronaldo
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and Wayne Rooney played, and it can
certainly work this year.
Lastly, they have one of the best coaches in all of Europe. Louis Van Gaal is
world renowned for what he can bring
to a soccer team. He has won the
league seven times in three different
countries. He is known for taking
teams and bringing them to the top
and he has a great chance to get eight
league titles in four countries this year.
He did this with Ajax, Bayern Munich
and Barcelona. There are very few
managers that can say they have done
that. In fact, according to Thegaurdian.com, only five other coaches have
ever done this in history. With a coach
who has a trophy cabinet like that, you
must expect only the best.
All-in-all, Manchester United has a
great shot with the likes of Chelsea
starting poorly, Arsenal only ahead by
goal difference, and Manchester City
struck with injuries. Even with all of
the odds stacked against them, Manchester United is still very capable of
bringing the Premier League Trophy
back to the City of Manchester.
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(From left to right back row) Sophomore Daniel Lee, Junior Michael Lui, Junior Michael Bozarth, Junior David Yu,
Junior Brian McKenna, and Junior Aneesh Galgali.
(From left to right front row) Sophomore Helen Sun, Sophomore Anais Hou, Sophomore Vicki Xie, Sophomore Catherine Zhang, and Sophomore Sophia Lo.

Introducing
Investment Club
By: Sophia Lo
For many of us, investing is not a familiar process. It carries with it a stigma of risk and even greed, and begs the
question: can we be sure we won’t simply lose our money
on bad investments? It’s difficult to know for certain, but
while investing is undeniably a risky business, there’s still
always the chance that your money will multiply time and
time again before your very eyes! That’s the power of investing, and now, the Investment Club is open to those
who wish to learn more about the topic.
Investment Club was recently created this year by junior
Michael Liu. He is the president of the club, and the club’s
advisor is Aaron Oldfield, who teaches Marketing and
Personal Finance in addition to running DECA
(Distributive Education Clubs of America). Because there
was no class or club that focused solely on investing, Liu
took it upon himself to create a club where he can further
his own interests while also teaching others about investing.
In the past few years, Liu has been learning about the
stock market, ways to analyze companies, and other investment-related topics outside of school. Now, he has
brought this knowledge with him to CHS and put it to use
through Investment Club.

sponded, “It's the epitome of capitalism: making money
from money. It's something that, when you have money,
you're going to want to do, and learning everything now
can really help. Also, the finance and business world is the
biggest industry in the world and is the largest wealthcreating machine.”
Throughout the year, Investment Club will engage in
various activities such as participating in national competitions, going on trips, and playing the stock market game.
To do this, members of the club will be taught how to invest in stocks and how to analyze a company. Although
the club is still new, many members already attend the
weekly meetings.
When one member, sophomore Daniel Lee, was asked
about why he joined the club and his first impressions of it,
he said, “It’s a great opportunity to learn about money and
investing outside of a strict classroom setting, and I think
that Michael Liu has done a great job with founding the
club. I’m looking forward to everything that the club has
planned for this year.”
After sophomore Anyi Qian was asked what club activities
she was most excited about, she said, “We've learned a lot
so far, and I'm looking forward to putting this knowledge
into simulation through the stock market game!”
No experience is necessary to join the club; the basics of
investing and how to invest will be taught during club
meetings. Club meetings are in Room 308 on Tuesdays
during lunch. All are welcome, and the Investment Club
hopes to see you there!

When asked why he is interested in investing, Liu reThe Bulldog Reporter
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Our School’s New VP
By: Alexa Gross

Every school year comes with its
surprises, and this one came with Ms.
Tricia Pinelli, a new vice principal here
at CHS. Ms. Pinelli graduated from
Rider with a masters in Educational
Administration, and started off as a
high school English teacher in Lawrenceville. She eventually moved to
Timberlane where she taught eighth
grade English classes. Most recently,
Ms. Pinelli has acted as a data coach,
where she worked with teachers and
taught them about new technology
coming to the district and how to get
information from it.
Now, Ms. Pinelli has moved on once
more to become the vice principal at
CHS for ninth and eleventh graders,
professional development, learning
communication, and evaluating teachers. And she loves it! This has been
her dream job ever since she attended
Hopewell Valley Central High School

Puzzles:

herself. In fact, when Ms. Pinelli went
to CHS, she had the same Vice Principal she just replaced, Mr. Lang. Ms.
Pinelli has always loved what this
school is about and upon getting to
know Mr. Lang well, when he wrote her
a scholarship recommendation, she
knew this was the job she wanted.

and Ms. Pinelli loves how fun the
school is. She enjoys the wonderful
traditions we have, the games, sports,
and even lunch duty. Ms. Pinelli loves
her job at CHS so much, it’s safe to
say she’s here to stay. She’s here to
start new traditions and honor the old,
to help and communicate with people;
Ms. Pinelli is here to be a part of the
Like every talented new staff member future of Hopewell Valley Central High
joining our high school faculty, Ms.
School.
Pinelli is eager to improve our school.
She loves seeing activities where students want to be involved, and Ms.
Pinelli wants more of it. To help get
students more involved like this, she is
interested in expanding the school’s
use of social medial. Ms. Pinelli wants
to find new ways the school can communicate, and one of her ideas was a
school-specific twitter hashtag, so
whenever you do an activity related to
the school you can post about it with a
new, totally swanky, hashtag.
Ms. Pinelli loves her job. Every single
day she meets new students and
teachers that she gets to work with,

Last Month’s Answers:

By: Grady Meyer
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The Importance of
Young Voters
By: Hannah Klim

ing a random candidate is almost like wasting
a vote. Voters should learn about what each
candidate supports and how those potential
policies would affect their lives. In the age of
the Internet, there are lots of resources that
help explain what a candidate supports and
the complex political issues surrounding elections.

By next year, for the 2016 Presidential
Election, a significant number of current
For the upcoming presidential election, it is
Hopewell Valley seniors and juniors classes
will turn eighteen and therefore have the abil- important that we, as young voters, pay attention. We want to pick the best candidates
ity to vote, yet some think that their vote
for us, the people who will help address and
doesn’t matter.
solve problems, which are important to our
It’s important to vote and be an informed
generation
voter, because one day, our generation will be
So next year, those of you who will have
running the world.
the opportunity to vote: please do it. Please
learn about the candidates and make a smart
choice. Around the world, people are denied
the ability to influence big decisions, but you
do have that ability.
For those of you who will be at college next
year, fill out an absentee ballot or find a way
to get to the polls because voting is our job as
citizens of the United States. If we want to
help this nation, then we have to vote.
Not everyone will become a politician, but
voting is one of the only ways that regular
citizens can enact change in the government.
If an incumbent official is corrupt or an important state policy is being asked for public
support, it is crucial that everyone vote to
support the side that their views align with.
The whole point of a democracy is to allow
every citizen to be involved in the government, no matter how big or small that involvement may seem. If young people don’t
vote, then their views aren’t being represented in the government, and the whole idea of
democracy has failed. We all have a duty to
vote and to help uphold the principles on
which this country was founded.
It is equally important to be an informed
voter. Going into the voting booth and pickThe Bulldog Reporter
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Recipe of the Month:

DIRECTIONS

3-Ingredient Buttery Shortbread Cookies
By: Caroline Wilson

1. Preheat oven to 325°F. Line baking sheets with parchment paper and set aside.
2. In the bowl of a stand mixer, add butter and brown
sugar. Using paddle attachment, mix until fluffy and
light. Add 3½ cups of the flour and mix until combined.
3. On a large board, sprinkle ½ cup flour. Knead dough
by hand for 5 minutes, adding as much of the remaining ½ cup flour as needed to make a soft dough.
The dough should end up soft and pliable, similar to
play-dough, not sticky. Work in desired amount of
sprinkles, if using. (You may not end up using all the
flour, depending on how your dough feels.)

4. Form a ball, wrap tightly, and chill for about 30
minutes. Roll dough out to about ½ inch thickness.
These melt-in-your-mouth, easily decorated shortbread cookies
Either cut into 3x1 rectangular strips, triangles, or
are delicious, perfect for Christmas, and best of all, super easy to
use cookie cutter for shapes. Place each cookie 2
make! If you have butter, flour, brown sugar, and the capability to
inches apart on baking sheet. Poke cookies with fork
mush things together, you can make these in a jiffy. Makes about
to design if not using sprinkles.
four dozen.
5. Bake 15-20 minutes, or until edges are golden brown.
INGREDIENTS
If your shapes are smaller, bake less time. Bake
longer for bigger shapes.
 2 cups butter, cold and cut into pieces
6. Cool completely on wire rack.
 1 cup packed light brown sugar
7. Enjoy!
 4½ cups all purpose flour, divided
Source: Chew Out Loud



Optional: Your favorite sprinkles
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