KERR-VANCE ACADEMY
Spartan Newsletter

Learning Today: Leading Tomorrow

A Word From the Headmaster
I hope that you and your family enjoyed the Thanksgiving holidays. Before we left for
break, it was a real treat watching our elementary students perform on Grandparent’s Day.
The music, songs, and poems were excellent! We are blessed to have talented young people at Kerr-Vance! We are also blessed to have teachers like Mrs. Valerie Montjoy who
pulled all of it together and got our students to shine. Thank you Mrs. Montjoy and students
for a memorable Grandparent’s Day.
Thanksgiving is a time to reflect on our blessings and here are a few that I would like to
share with you:
I am thankful for the students at Kerr-Vance Academy, for the opportunity to get to work
with them, and play a role in shaping their futures. Thank you for sending us some
really outstanding young people!
I am thankful for a dedicated, hard-working faculty and staff who strive to make sure
each student receives the very best education possible. Thank you staff for bringing it every day! It is a pleasure to serve with you.
I am thankful for KVA families who contribute so much to an incredible school community. Thank you for strong family involvement in all areas of our school. Your support means so much!
I am thankful for our seniors! They have worked very hard over the last several weeks
to finalize their college applications and some of our thirty-two have already been
accepted to college. More acceptances are certainly down the road! Thanks to
them and their parents for staying on top of this process.
I am thankful for the opportunities to grow our enrollment. We stand currently at 209
which is only slightly less than last school year. We gained 32 new families this
year and we look to continue to add new students next school year. A big thank
you to the Enrollment Committee and the Marketing Committee for all of your hard
work in this area.
I am thankful for our excellent sports programs. We have enjoyed much success this
year and continue to do so. Studies indicate that students who are involved in
sports (and music programs like band) also tend to be high fliers in the classroom.
Our sports programs are very important! Thank you athletes and coaches for all of
your hard work and what it means to our school.
I am thankful for all parent and student volunteers who participated in the fall cleanup
day on November 4. Our campus looks great due to your efforts! Thank you for
your time and work.
I am thankful for the many fundraising efforts that mean so much to KVA. Thank you
for participating in the KVA Golf Outing, the Charleston Wrap campaign, the Mattress Sale, and the Annual Fund donations.

Frank
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FALL FESTIVAL
The Fall Festival was overall a success this year. There was a great turnout of people
and there were plenty of things to do. Games included football through the tire, pin
the bowtie on Mr. Bones, and many others. The Haunted House was a hit, with many
people choosing to go through the house more than once. There were tables for
makeup and tattoos, where anyone could be made to look like a vampire, zombie,
clown, or any other creature of the night. There was also a craft table where students
could make slime and/or design their own Halloween masks. Trick or Treating occurred through a lot of rescue vehicles and even a UNC Lifeflight ‘copter on the soccer field . There was also an auction for items donated to the festival, which included
a grill, a tool set, theater and sport event tickets, and many other prizes. Many people went and purchased Skippers supper items from the skybox. There was also a
bake sale and a homemade frozen dinner sale for those who wished to take food
home.
Josh Braxton
Photo Editor

Top left: A zombie scaring people
in the haunted house.
Top right: People watching the
helicopter land on the field.
Left: Caroline Williams and Kayla
Abbott posing for a picture near the
makeup table.

Top: UNC Lifeflight helicopter landing on the
soccer field.
Left:: Ashely Dickerson posing for a picture
with a cat mask.
Bottom: Blaire Boyd and Makayla Boyd taking a picture near the Pin the Bowtie on Mr.
Bones game.

On Wednesday, November 1st, our senior class embarked on a 10-hour long bus ride to
Walt Disney World and Universal in Florida. For six days, we were able to experience “the
most magical place on Earth” and make lasting memories with our classmates outside of
the walls of school. During the week, we stayed at Disney’s All-Star Sports Resort, a sports
-themed hotel outside of the parks.
The evening after we arrived, we had a relaxing evening on the water with dinner and shopping at Disney Springs. Then, the next morning, we went to Magic Kingdom. The majority
of the class rode Space Mountain in Tomorrowland first. Later that evening, the seniors
went to Hollywood Studios, where we were surprised with dinner and a show in a reserved
seating area, courtesy of our chaperones. The show, known as Fantasmic!, consisted of
laser lights, water effects, and several Disney characters.
The next day, we went to Hollywood Studios again in the morning. Most of the class rode
Rock ‘n’ Rollercoaster first (and multiple times), as we got to the park before most of the
crowd arrived. Many of us also went on the Hollywood Tower of Terror and Star Tours,
which is a newer 3-D motion-simulated ride. For the afternoon and the rest of the night, we
were at Epcot. We rode the three main rides there: Soarin’, Test Track, and Mission Space.
We met back up with the whole class at the IllumiNations firework show.
Our final day at the Disney Parks was spent at Animal Kingdom in the morning and Magic
Kingdom in the evening. To start the morning, we went on an African safari attraction where
we saw animals ranging from ostriches to lions. We stood in line for three hours to ride the
newest ride at Animal Kingdom called Avatar Flight of Passage—and it was definitely worth
it. The attraction was a lifelike banshee-flying 3-D experience based on the movie Avatar.
That night, we went back to Magic Kingdom and watched the Happily Ever After firework
show to conclude our Disney experience.

On our last day in Florida, we went to the Universal Orlando Resort for the entire day. We
rode several rides in Universal Studios and Islands of Adventure. The chaperones purchased dinner for the class at Margaritaville. It was a fantastic ending to an exciting trip.
Jourdan Folger
Copy and Caption Editor

Caroline Hoyle, Holly Steg, Savannah Barnes, and Kayla Abbott take a
selfie before an exciting day at Magic Kingdom.
Epcot’s firework show, IllumiNations.

The Class of 2018 at Magic Kingdom.

Dinner at Margaritaville in Universal on
the last night in Florida.

Some of the class and Mrs. Ballinger on the
Hollywood Tower of Terror.

JUNIOR CLASS SHADOW PROJECT
Each year the junior class has to shadow a profession that they are interested in making a career out of. The project occurs when the senior class goes on their Disney trip
and lasts four days. The students have to acquire at least sixteen hours, and afterwards have to present what they did to the class.


Morgan Allen shadowed Mrs. Murphy a kindergarten teacher at Edward Best Elementary School in Louisburg. Morgan’s favorite part of her experience was playing
with and getting to know the children.



Abbey Boyd shadowed KaKeasha Richardson PA-C who is a physician assistant at
Henderson Wellness Center. Abbey’s favorite part of the experience was that she
was able to interact with people of all different ages and learn about the medical
field.



Mallorie Boyd shadowed Caroline Burnette who is a district judge for the Vance
and Franklin County courthouses . Mal’s favorite part of the experience was being
able to watch a live trial.



Joshua Braxton shadowed a mechanic in Norlina/ Warren County and his favorite
part of the experience was getting to take apart cars.



Jack Cheever shadowed John Charles Rose who is a radio broadcaster for WIXS
Radio. Jack’s favorite part of his experience was talking on the radio.



Lexi Cottrell shadowed Dr. Cole Boykin who is a optometrist for MyEyeDr in Henderson. Lexi’s favorite part of her experience was watching people’s reactions and
how happy they were when they got their prescription right and could see clearly.



Ashley Dickerson shadowed Jennifer Kurtz who is a physical therapist for Orthopedic Specialists of North Carolina at Wakefield. Ash’s favorite part of the experience
was helping people and seeing if she liked the profession.



Jonathan Edwards shadowed Doug Buchanan who is the owner and operator of
Chick-fil-a of Henderson. Jonathan’s favorite part of his experience was seeing
what the responsibilities of the operator are.



Emma Hogge shadowed Cassy Goodenough who is a physical therapist at Mariah
Parham. Emma’s favorite part of her experience was helping people feel better.



Marc Howell shadowed Mike Garrett, a real estate agent for Coldwell Banker Advantage. Marc’s favorite part of the experience was showing houses that are for
sale.



Beau Langston shadowed Tim Bridges, a general contractor in Vance County.
Beau’s favorite part of the experience as learning more about the business.



Kayla Lyles shadowed Michael Putney who is an assistant district attorney.
Kayla’s favorite part of the experience was learning more about his occupation
and meeting new people like the other attorneys and judges.



Thomas Miles shadowed Boyd’s Funeral Home in Warren County. Thomas’s favorite part of the experience was comforting people after they lost a family member.



Maggie Mooring shadowed Kate Lombardi who is a equine veterinarian in Raleigh. Maggie’s favorite part of her experience was learning more about the profession.



Cam Murphy shadowed Blake Herring who is the had baseball coach at Louisburg College. Cam’s favorite part of his experience was getting to know what
college is like.



Nicolette Nutter shadowed Shannon Kernahan who is a makeup artist in Wilmington. Nicolette’s favorite part of her experience was creating different looks
for different face shapes and skin tones.



Matt Overton shadowed the Vance County EMS and Louisburg police and his
favorite part of the experience was getting to help people.



Timothy Pettiford shadowed Coach Levi who is a basketball trainer in Raleigh.
Tim’s favorite part of his experience helping people become better for basketball
and their careers.



Alexis Reese shadowed Ginny Reagle who works at Point Guard Marketing in
the international distributing business. Alexis’ favorite part of her experience was
learning more about he business.



Mary Richardson shadowed Beth Hollister and her research team at Duke University Hospital. Mary’s favorite part of her experience was seeing all the job opportunities within the hospital.



Dalton Southerland shadowed Kevin Alford who is a hydraulic engineer in Raleigh. Dalton’s favorite part of his experience was learning more about the career.



Aubrey Thompson shadowed Jennifer Streeter who is a physical therapist for
Holt Physical Therapy and Performance Training. Aubrey’s favorite part of the
experience was seeing the different treatments for different injuries.



Sydney Tippett shadowed a dentist in Oxford and her favorite part of this experience was being able to learn about dental health.



Annie Wiggins shadowed Perry Wester who is a legislative assistant in Raleigh.
Annie’s favorite part of the experience was learning more about this occupation
and meeting new people like the other attorneys and judges.

On Tuesday, November 21st the elementary school took part in the tradition to
honor grandparents for the role they play in the lives of their grandchildren.
Grandparents play a big part in our lives and it is important to honor them. The
program included a prelude, poems, music from the band, and songs from each
grade. It was organized and directed by music teacher, Valerie Montjoy.
Alexis Reese
Special Sections Editor

Above: Mrs. Johnson’s K-4 class happily wait to
go to the program.
Above: The 5th and 6th grade classes sing “Free and Easy”
and “Don’t Blink”.

Above: Nathan McDaniel (5th grade) shares a snack
with his grandfather Ron Warren.

Above: Ella Cate Johnson (5th grade) with her grandfather
Macy Foster at the reception after the program.

Left: KVA Chorus sings “Standing Outside the Fire” and
“Jump Right In”.

Right: Sophomore Natalie Stone
plays the trombone in the band.

Left: The 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th grade sing “Coat
of Many Colors” and “On The Road Again”.

The 9th grade class, chaperoned by Mrs. Spencer, went on to see the production Hairspray at McGregor Hall. This was a message for the kids as Mrs. Spencer wanted the
kids to see the 60’s in this way as the show promotes a message of acceptance and progress. It was the first time the show was being presented to an audience so there were
some kinks here and there, but it was a test before it made its debut to the public. Mrs.
Spencer had the students rate the show from one to five. A majority of the reviews talked
about the play having very minor errors as it was their first live performance to an audience. The students talked about mistakes in the dancing and some in the singing, but
they did state that they understood since it was the play's first performance. A big part of
the things the students was the attitude of the play as it was very enthusiastic with the
characters and also the set and costumes as they seemed like they fit well with the play's
time. At the end of it all, the students had a good time at the show and overall thought it
was a good show, and Mrs. Spencer thought it was a good experience for the students.
Rafael Negron
Sports Editor

The second Family Fun Bingo Night was held November 17,
2017. The evening started with a delicious dinner provided by
the Bingo Committee. Following dinner, the bingo fun started!! Prizes for the winners included cash, gift cards and two
paintings created and donated by our very own KVA Art
Teacher, Marcia Hartness. A wonderful
time was had by all. The next Family
Fun Night will be planned soon.

The journalism team went on a trip to Chapel Hill for a program called J-Day. We toured the amazing campus since we
had to walk from the parking lot to the main campus. When
we got to the building where the program was being held, we
sat through an opening lecture on what journalism was and
why it’s such an important aspect of society. Then, we attended separate classes that taught different topics. These classes included how to take better pictures with your phone, covering sensitive topics, 40 story ideas in 40 seconds, and
many other journalism-oriented classes. After our three classes, we got to eat at the Lenoir Dining Hall. Finally, we went
back to the program for a final lecture on what the future of
journalism will look like and why our generation is vital to the
progression of journalism. After that, we walked back to the bus and came back to KVA.
Joshua Braxton
Photo Editor

On October 13th KVA’s Pre-K and kindergarten class went on a field trip to the pumpkin
patch. The children enjoyed many aspects of the field trip. One of their favorite parts
was being able to ride a big yellow bus and feel like a big kid. Once they arrived, they
were able to find a pumpkin they liked and take it back to school with them. After they
each found a pumpkin that they liked, they played on the trampoline and went on a
hayride. The kids had so much fun!

Alexis Reese
Special Sections Editor

SGA HAPPENINGS
Fall Blood Drive
On Wednesday, November 15, the SGA at Kerr Vance Academy held the fall
American Red Cross Blood Drive. KVA has been holding the blood drive for many
years now, as it brings the school together to do go for others. Mrs. Shaw, the SGA
advisor, has set a goal of 34 units and that has been reached! Donors came out to
give a total of 35 units of blood! This includes seven first-time donors who came out
to participate in the drive. Students, family members, and faculty headed to the little
gym during their designated time slot to donate blood. SGA members were there
with all those donors to make sure that they were as comfortable as possible. The
event was a tremendous success, and we hope that the spring blood drive will have
even more donors participating. For all of you that donated, thank you! If you were
unable to donate, remember there is always another chance on March 7th 2018.
Savannah Barnes
Art and Layout Editor

Senior Citizen Home
The Student Government Association at Kerr Vance Academy goes to the Senior
Citizens Home in Henderson on one Friday of every month. They go to sit and talk
to the elderly in addition to bringing supplies for them to color. Going to talk and interact with the elderly residence gives them company and allows them to have the
opportunity to meet and do different things. The SGA members look forward to sitting and talking with the older members of their community. This is just another example of the great work that the SGA members are doing in our community to make
a difference.
Savannah Barnes
Art and Layout Editor

CAMPUS WIDE
COLLECTIONS
SGA Canned Food Drive for ACTS
will run from November 27-December 8.
Please help the homeless and needy in our
community. Primary and Lower School bring
cans to your teacher; Middle and Upper
School, bring cans to your English teacher.

KVA is hosting a Coat Drive from now
until December 13th. Please send
in gently used coats to US or LS lobby
for donation. Boxes will be setup for
you to donate.

KVA Middle School is hosting the Salvation
Army Angel Tree drive. There are Angel
Trees in both the Upper and Lower School
lobbies. Please return your unwrapped
gifts with their tags by December 7th to the
school lobbies.

SLEEPING WITH THE SHARKS
On October 19th, grades 5-7 ventured to the Outer Banks for a fun-filled field trip.
They started their journey at the Roanoke Festival Park in Manteo, NC. There,
they toured the park and learned about the history of the first English settlement in
America.
A group of 6th grade girls revealed that students were able to participate in a scavenger hunt, aboard a replica of an English ship from the Roanoke Voyage called
Elizabeth II, and even watch a blacksmith make nails. The visit to the Roanoke
Festival Park was a great hands-on and educational experience for all ages to enjoy.
Later that day, students and chaperones arrived at the North Carolina Aquarium on
Roanoke Island. There, the group participated in an orientation, followed by a selfguided tour of the exhibit areas. Next, students participated in a game of Ocean
Jeopardy and dissected squids. 5th grade student Ella Cate Johnson described the
experience as “smelly but fun.” After these activities, the group settled in for a night
of sleeping with the sharks.
The next day everyone packed up their belongings and headed to the Sea Turtle
Assistance and Rehabilitation Center Exhibit, where they were able to see sea turtles being nursed back to health. Students were also able to examine sick toy turtles and determine their illnesses. When asked about the highlight of her trip, Jill
Stone said seeing the sea turtles was her favorite part. Libby Cash revealed that
sleeping in front of a fish tank was her favorite part. Kiyona Patton said that the
highlight of her trip was seeing the jellyfish at the aquarium. After two days of fun,
students and chaperones journeyed home and arrived at Kerr-Vance safely and
soundly.
Becca Johnson
Editor-in-Chief

SLEEPING WITH THE SHARKS

Students sleep with the sharks.

Students touch stingrays.

A group of 6th grade girls dissect squids.

A couple of 5th grade girls cuddle up for their night of sleeping
with the sharks.

Landon Cottrell admires the jellyfish.

MEN'S BASKETBALL
This year boys’ basketball will be composed of three teams: Middle School, Junior Varsity,
and Varsity. The Middle School is made up of 6th, 7th and 8th graders, the JV is freshman
and sophomores, and the Varsity is juniors and seniors. The Middle School now has a record of 2-1, the Junior Varsity is 1-1, and the Varsity is undefeated with a record of 40. Senior Andreas Wilson is leading the Varsity team with 18 points per game.
KVA is hosting a Holiday Tournament December 15th and 16th. Teams from Franklin Academy, Henderson Collegiate, Christ Covenant (Greenville) and Voyager Academy will be attending.
All three teams are on the road to finish out November but come out and help us cheer on
our Spartans in December as all their games are at home!!
Rafael Negron
Sports Editor

Right: Katelyn Balentine
brings the ball up the court.

Above: The Varsity huddles around
senior Michael Bowers before warmups

Left: 8th grader Joseph Knott gets
ready to set up the offense.

Below: The varsity team huddles up before their first game.

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
The Kerr-Vance basketball teams began practicing for the season on October 30th. Two
varsity players graduated last year, but fortunately the team has a total of 10 players this
year. The team played their first game on November 8th against Oxford Prep. The final
score was 63-12, Kerr-Vance. Senior Bonnie Evans led the team with 29 points, followed
by senior Becca Johnson with 12 points. The following Tuesday, the team triumphed once
again against Cresset Christian. The final score was 55-8. Senior Bonnie Evans scored
19 points, followed by freshman Cheyenne Owen with 16 points. On Friday, the team competed against Oakwood and won once again, the final score being 62-9. Senior Bonnie Evans, once again, led the team with 12 points, followed by senior Becca Johnson and freshman Cheyenne Owen with 10 points. The Lady Spartans fell to Halifax with a final score of
31-49. Junior Emma Hogge led the team with 12 points, followed by sophomore Lorena
Negron with 5 points.
Varsity Girls Roster: Bonnie Evans (Senior), Becca Johnson (Senior), Emma Hogge
(Junior), Ashley Dickerson (Junior), Mallorie Boyd (Junior), Kayla Lyles (Junior), Lorena
Negron (Sophomore), Emily Carr (Sophomore), Juliana Negron (Freshman), Cheyenne
Owen (Freshman)
The JV team has a total of 11 players this year. Their season started on November 14th
against Cresset Christian. They won with a final score of 36-10. Freshman Kaitlyn Jones
led the team with a total of 20 points. The team won once again the following Friday
against Oakwood (26-11). Freshman Kaitlyn Jones led the team once again with 13 points.
The JV team won against Halifax with a final score of 35-16. Freshman Katelyn Balentine
led the team with 13 points.
JV Girls Roster: Juliana Negron (9th), Katelyn Balentine (9th), Kaitlyn Jones (9th), Anna
Blake Overby (9th), Courtney Tuck (8th), Rebecca Goswick (8th), Emma Mooring (8th), Leah
Moseley (8th), Phoebe Evans (7th), Julianna Mathis (7th), Kiyona Patton (6th)
We look forward to keeping up with the Lady Spartans and their season!
Becca Johnson
Editor-in-Chief

FALL SPORTS RECAP
The Kerr-Vance Academy Spartans fall sports
teams had a very successful season with four out of
the five teams making it into the state tournament. The Varsity Boys soccer team went this season with a record of 19-2-2. They fell to Wayne
Country Day in the second round losing 4-0. Our
Varsity Lady Tennis team advanced to the quarter
finals and also fell to Wayne Country Day. The Varsity Cross Country team made it to the state championship meet this year. They closed out the season well and plan to do even better
next year! This year our Varsity Volleyball team advanced to the State Championship
game where they put up a good fight against Statesville Christian. The team is very
proud of their accomplishment of making it to the championship and being the runners-up against an amazing team. The volleyball finished their season with a record
setting year of 29-2.
Caroline Hoyle
Class Section Editor

VARSITY CHEERLEADING
The Kerr-Vance Academy varsity cheerleading team is ready for a busy and exciting
season. This year, the team consists of senior Genie Parish; juniors Nicolette Nutter
and Maggie Mooring; sophomores Maya Lopez, Austyn Abbott, and Chessie Foster;
and freshman Sarah Allen. With the prospect of a promising basketball season, the
team is enthusiastic for the upcoming games.

In late December, the cheerleaders will be traveling to
Jacksonville, Florida, for the 2017 Gator Bowl where they
will be performing at halftime with other cheerleading
teams. This is the first time in KVA history that the
cheerleaders have had an opportunity like this one.
Jourdan Folger
Copy and Caption Editor

The cheerleaders show their spirit
during a halftime performance.

Genie Parish
Genie Parish, a senior here at Kerr-Vance Academy, has
been here since the 3rd grade. Genie has excelled as a
student with an all A average. She has also found time to
participate on the Varsity Girls Tennis Team, band, and
cheerleading. Genie is also a member of Girl Scouts and
the President of Spirit Club at school.
Genie has recently applied to the Questbridge Scholarship. The winner of this scholarship receives a full, fouryear scholarship worth over $200,000 each. To apply for the scholarship, students
must write a couple of essays. From the essays they choose 5,000 finalists, and Genie
is one of them!
Genie is now applying to the three colleges she ranked for the scholarship and if she
gets into one of them, she will essentially receive a full scholarship! When asking Genie about the scholarship, she stated, “I am really excited about it because it is such a
great opportunity. Plus, if I get it [the scholarship], then I will be joining a great little
community of recipients.”
She has worked extremely hard for this opportunity, and I wish for everyone to join me
in rooting for her along the way!

Savannah Barnes
Art and Layout Editor

Upcoming Events
December 2017
Monday, Dec. 4th - Gift Card Orders due
Monday, Dec. 4th to Friday, Dec. 8th - Penguin Patch Holiday Shop
Friday, Dec. 8th - Lower grades to Disney on Ice

Wednesday, Dec. 13th to Tuesday, Dec. 19th - Fall Semester Exams
Thursday Dec. 14th - Santa visits the Lower School at 8:30am
Friday Dec. 15th and Saturday, Dec. 16th - Holiday Basketball Tournament
The tourney will be sponsored by Fred’s Towing and Transport. Some other events
during the weekend are Shooting contests, Cake raffle, and T-shirt sales.
Tuesday Dec. 19th - 1/2 Day and start of Christmas Break
Wednesday, Dec. 20th to Jan 2 Christmas Break

January 2018
Wednesday Jan. 3rd—Students return to class
Monday Jan. 15th - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - No School

February 2018
Tuesday, Feb. 6th - Mid—3rd Quarter closes
Monday, Feb. 19th and Tuesday, Feb. 20th - Winter Break No School

Kerr-Vance Academy Day Care

Kerr-Vance Academy is proud to offer licensed daycare programs for 2 and 3 year
old, children. The daycare is located in the primary center building on our campus.
Lead teachers, along with their assistants, help your child in his/her development
of social skills through age appropriate play as well as instruction.

A typical day for your child will include:
Two snacks
A well balanced lunch
Nap time
A visit to a special class such as computer lab, music, the library, or Spanish.
Playtime with age appropriate toys in the classroom and on the fenced in playground accessible from their classroom.
 Lessons in colors, shapes, calendar principles, letters and numbers.






The daycare is open from 7:30 am to 5:30 pm and is available year round.
If you or anyone you know is in need of an outstanding,
safe, nurturing and educational day care please tell them
about KVA. Anyone interested in more information about
the Day Care should call the KVA office at 252-492-0018 or
email admissions@kerrvance.com.

