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Once again we come to the end of a school year, but for the young men and women
sitting before you today, this is not just any day. This is the day where all their hard
work and dedication over the past four years comes together. This is the day when
these young men and women complete a major part of their life and begin another.
This is the day.

• Essays from our co-

Wynter Prater

There are very few special days in a person’s life that match the importance of this
day. The most important days in peoples’ lives are the day they get married, the day
their children are born, or a day like today then they achieve an important goal
such as graduation. So, unless you are married or have a child, this is probably the
most important day of your life so far.
As graduates of Pathways Charter School you have chosen to walk a different path
than many others choose. I believe that Pathways is a great program that provides
a vital service for people who listen to the beat of a different drummer. Regular
public education cannot be all things to all people. We need to have alternative
programs like Pathways for families that seek non-traditional methods to educate
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their children. Everybody in this room today deserves credit for pursuing this alternative path that brought
these fine folks before us today.
And now that you are closing this chapter in your life and opening the next one, you are ready to take on new
challenges, new goals, and new dreams. Some of you have already begun the next chapter in your life, and
some of you have yet to decide where you will go. Some of you will change your direction many times before
you really know where you are headed.
So, what will your future look like?
Technology, medicine, politics, leisure, and social networking constantly change, and change comes faster and
faster. Your future will completely remake itself every couple of years. 65 percent of you will eventually be
employed in jobs that do not yet exist. Each of you sitting here today will probably change careers 5 to 7 times
in your life.
So how do you know what is the right path to choose to get the result that you desire? The honest answer is,
you don’t. To be certain of your future is to be naive. But that is OK. Accept the fact that the career you choose
is going to be fluid, changing, and evolving in ways that you can’t imagine at this time. The world is changing.
Every year. Every month. Every week. Every day. It does us no good to wish for the past while fearing the
future. We must accept change. We must embrace change. We must look forward to how change keeps
throwing us into our future, whether we are ready for it or not.
Major change is happening right now within our own school. After nearly four decades in the noble profession
of education, and after ten years as executive director of Pathways, I am retiring at the end of this month. My
years at the helm of Pathways have been some of the best of my career, but it is now time for change.
And as I make this change, so it has its ripple effect on Pathways. I hand over the helm of this great ship to
another captain. The crew must now accept and embrace the changes that are sure to come ahead. It is a
scary, yet exciting time for everyone. Winton Marsalis once said in a commencement speech: “Changes are like
obstacles on a speed course. They demand your attention and require you to be present. They are
coming...they are here... and then they are gone. It's how life comes. Each moment is a procession from the
past into the future and the sweet spot is always the present. Live in that sweet spot. Be present.
And so as I go through this change, and as Pathways goes through its changes, so do these young adults who
sit before you today. They have the future ahead of them to forge their own path, and create their own destiny.
And if I can offer a word of advice as you navigate the changes ahead, this is what I would say: accept change
with tolerance. Change happens as sure as the sun rises each morning. People change. Laws change. Times
change. Society changes. Some people are not tolerant of change. Some people become angry at change, and
believe that with their anger they can prevent the inevitable. They are wrong. Paulo Coelho once wrote: “In
order to have faith in his own path, he does not need to prove that someone else’s path is wrong.” These are
wise words and they are also very timely. John F. Kennedy also said: “If we cannot end now our differences, at
least we can help make the world safe for diversity. For, in the final analysis, our most basic common link is
that we all inhabit this small planet. We all breathe the same air. We all cherish our children's future. And we
are all mortal.”
So graduates, I say again: Don’t fear change. Accept the changes that are sure to come into your life. Embrace
them. Learn from them. Use change to forge your character. And as change occurs around you, be tolerant.
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You cannot prevent change in yourself, nor in others. And as Mahatma Gandhi once said: “You must be the
change you wish to see in the world.”
I want to give you one more piece of advice before I finish. And with that advice I want to offer myself as an
example. As I said, I have had a long career in education and I am now ready to embark on a major change in
my life. As I look back on my years as a teacher and an administrator, I feel immensely satisfied with what I
have accomplished. It has never been about the title, or the money. It has always been about making a
difference in people’s lives. That has made my life meaningful.
I wish I could say that everyone will have a meaningful career, but that it not true. According to a recent
Gallup poll, only 30 percent of the U.S. workforce is engaged and passionate about their work and feel
strongly committed to their companies. The remaining 70 percent of American workers are either not engaged
or actively disengaged in their work. How sad is that?
You cannot measure true success without also measuring the meaningfulness you find in your work and in
your life. Rich people can lead sad hollow lives, and poor people can lead happy fulfilled lives, because a
fulfilled life is not just measured by material gains.
So as you young graduates look forward to your years ahead, remember to be tolerant of change. Remember
to find meaning in your work and your life. Remember how true success is measured; not my material gains,
but by what lies in your heart. Be a mentor. Be a friend. Make a difference in someone else’s life. Be honest.
Show compassion. Have integrity. These are the keystones of a virtuous life. And in that life, you will find
meaning, success and happiness.
Thank you.
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Sonoma County news!

Welcome New Sonoma Area Coordinator

by Sara Jordan

We would like to give a hearty welcome to our
new Area Coordinator Byron Laird! Byron has
worked in a variety of school settings, including
charters, in his administrative and teaching
career. He is currently earning his PhD. at UC
Davis. The interview panel unanimously selected
Byron for the position due to his commitment to
Pathways’ mission and his warm and genuine
personality. Byron enthusiastically accepted the
position and said, “I am thrilled about the
opportunity to work at Pathways. As the new Area
Coordinator, my goal is to support the most
personalized experience for your students, so
they can continue to grow and become
conscientious, informed citizens who are
prepared for college and career”.

One of our outstanding co-valedictorians this
year is Olivia Ross from Sonoma County.
Olivia came to Pathways in the fall of 2015,
as a junior, and has spent the last two years
maximizing the flexibility of our individualized
program. According to Pathways’ Guidance
Coordinator, “ I can honestly say that Olivia is
one of the most focused, innovative and
hardworking students with whom I have had
the opportunity to work”. When I asked Olivia
what her greatest academic achievement
was, Olivia stated, “Earning four associate’s
degrees while in high school.” Yes- you read

that correctly- four college associate's degrees in Physics, Engineering, Mathematics and Natural Sciences.
Quite an achievement indeed! Olivia’s independent study teacher commented, “Her dedication to her studies
in Astrophysics has been the driving force in her success and she has channeled her desire to learn and
excel.” After graduation, Olivia plans to take a gap year and travel around the US. Afterwards, she will finish
her Bachelor’s degree at UCSC and eventually earn her PhD. Olivia’s advice for incoming students is, “Don’t
waste your time- you’re given freedom at Pathways- use it wisely”. We wish Olivia, and all of our graduates,
success in their future endeavors and we hope that your time at Pathways has helped you to reach for your
dreams.
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Thank you for joining us at our spring events. The skating party in
April was a blast and the garden party and performance fair had a
great turn out! We had amazing performers- from comedy and
gymnastics to singing and
Smarter Balanced Testing

instruments- what a talented

Thank you to all students for

bunch!

participating and working hard at
the state-accountability testing! We
appreciate the parent support in
facilitating this testing- we know it
creates more logistics for you! We
will receive printed student score
reports in September and will mail a
copy to families.

Next School Year
August 16th-18th
Teachers in in-service
training
Aug 21st-Sept 1st Teachers will hold initial family
planning meetings
Sept. 5th
First Day of School/Attendance
Sept 6th
First day of high school learning
center classes
Sept. 14th
First day of Thursday learning center

Marin Update:
by Area Coordinator Michele Blaisdell
APPRECIATION
Thank you to all of the families who came out
for our year-end ice cream social and 8th
grade graduation on Friday, June 2, at
Marinwood Park in San Rafael. We had a great
time honoring the graduates, meeting their
extended family members, and connecting
with some of our Pathways Marin community.
Much appreciation to the PCS school-wide
staff who were able to join us, and all the best
to our 8th grade grads:
Mia Caviness
Luca Gissendaner
Nathan Irving
Katy Livingston
Marin Mattesi
Emma Nathanson
Helena Silen
Corinne Webster
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HONORING HIGH
SCHOOL GRADS
The Pathways class of
2017 includes three Marin
students, co-valedictorian
Devon McMorrow amongst
them. We couldn't be
prouder -- congratulations!
Savilia Barnet Blunk
Lucas Kiesling
Devon McMorrow

FALL CLASSES
The 2017 schedule will be posted very soon, and parents will have the opportunity to
request classes via emailed add form. We've made a few changes we're excited about, but
the overall schedule is quite similar to offerings: classes and support for middle school
students (grades 6-8) on Mondays and elementary students (grades K-5) on Wednesday
mornings; high school English and Math on Wednesday afternoons; and supported study
groups/study halls for middle and high school students on
Thursday mornings.
GRATITUDE
Once again, we are grateful for the opportunity to work with
our Pathways Marin families, to nurture the individual
relationships that help us support children and their education.
May your summer days be filled with fresh air and sunshine!

Suggestions for exciting field trips
are always welcome! Please contact
Field Trip Coordinator Julie Carter
(julie.carter@pathwayscharter.org)
with your ideas.

The Lewis and Clark Experience
By: Jake and Ezra Takeshita (6th Grade)
“Wonder what we’ll do today?” - We thought as we drove up to Petaluma. As we slowly approached Leslie’s
house we thought “WOW! Look at all of this land!” We weren’t used to seeing almost 2 acres of land for a
single house. We’re city boys fresh from Los Angeles. Today, we were spending
the day with our history class exploring like Lewis and Clark on the property of
our teacher Leslie Scatchard.
The first thing on the agenda was graphing or mapping Leslie’s property with a
compass. We were paired up together with Isaiah outside. We were assigned to
map out the driveway area and the front of the house. It was really interesting
learning how to use a compass, it was a lot harder than we thought it was going to
be. You had to be very, very precise.
After we mapped the driveway, it was time to dissect owl pellets in Leslie’s
kitchen. Who knew what we were going to find inside the little pellets?
Amazingly, we both found rodent skulls! YIKES! It was a huge surprise that we
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both found full rodent skulls. Jake also found two teeth and Ezra found a
vertebrae. We kept everything we found in that pellet, what would our mom
say when she sees this jackpot?
After cleaning up the owl pellet remains, we moved onto to the wildflower
identification. We all walked to the hillside above Leslie’s house where there
were wildflowers and then split into two groups. We were able to identify
several different types of flowers we had never seen before. We even saw
poison oak for the first time!! Beware! Jake’s favorite flower was the Blueeyed Grass and Ezra’s favorite flower was the Fiddleneck flower.

This field trip gave us a great perspective of what it must have felt like to be
Lewis and Clark. We relished stepping into the adventurous world of Lewis
and Clark and the Corps. of Discovery.
This was a fantastic field trip, thank you Leslie!

Lake County News
by Jill Escareno-Dorsey, Area Coordinator for Lake, Napa and Solano Regions
Congratulations to the graduating class of 2017!
Rose Maxwell and Willow Goldtooth are the graduates for this year. Willow plans to start at Santa Rosa
Junior College and then transfer to Sonoma State to pursue a career in Nursing. Rose Maxwell graduated in
January and has been taking several courses at Mendocino College. She will continue to pursue a career in
Graphic Art. We also have two 8th grade graduates: Elice Olalde and Kaiden Pritchett
I want to say a special Thank you to the families and students that participated in the regional Project fair. It
was a wonderful event. I enjoyed the projects and sharing in the experiences of the students.
As the school year comes to an end I am reminded of the changes of the seasons.
The end of this school year marks a new beginning for Lake families. On behalf of the Pathways Charter
School staff and administration we would like to say Farewell and best wishes as you continue your
homeschooling journey and education endeavors.
We also want to take this opportunity to say Thank you to Christian Martin. As you know, she served Lake
families as an Independent study teacher, class instructor and Educational facilitator. We appreciate her
dedication to serving her students and we wish her well in her path to support students in alternative school
settings.
Student Poet:
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Wynter Prater from Solano Region

If you are lost and can’t ﬁnd your way read this poem each and every day.
For those that are lost and have strayed away there is a path down the road called memory lane, this path is straight

no curves no twists, all that is there is you and your gifts, of laughter of cheer of memories so dear of the one that you
loved but are no longer here, but we honor the fallen, with laughter and cheer and remember the memories when they
were still here, happiness never lasts but only in the past and the memories that lasts are just coming back,

remembering the ones that you once loved is another memory stored up above, those things are the very things that
connect us all, whether it’s by blood or just by a distant friend it will never be the end, for memories never leave
because they are everlasting, and sometimes we have to dig deep inside us to pull out some of the saddest lavish
memories of them all! So for those of you who are lost by far remember that memories are never too far!

From Co- Valedictorian Olivia Ross
My fellow graduates, congratulations and nice to meet you. I will
confess that I have met only a handful of you, and only a handful of times.
Therefore, I have no charming anecdotes to make you nostalgic. It took me a
while to figure out what to say to a room full of strangers. All that I know
about you is that we are immensely different. However, we have all shared
one thing: We have all broken the norm. At this moment, we could all be
sitting in the stadium of a public high school with 500 other graduates and
their families hearing stories about the high school experience the world
expected us to have. Instead, we are here.
We have chosen- for a great variety of reasons- that the cookie
cutter model of adolescence didn’t work for us, that we needed more or less
or something entirely different than what a traditional high school could
offer. Personally, I didn’t feel challenged at high school. I developed a love for
learning that simply didn’t fit with the attitude and environment at my high
school, so I started taking classes at Santa Rosa Junior College. Pathways
gave me the flexibility to do this. However, it wasn’t easy to leave what I was
“supposed” to be doing.
By joining independent study, my family thought I was making a
terrible mistake, throwing away my chances at getting into a good college.
When I sat down in the office of our district coordinator for enrollment and told her that I wanted to take a
full load of college classes on top of high school, I don’t think she believed me at all. Though everyone was
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convinced sooner or later that I had made the right choice, that’s not really my point. My point is that
everyone I trusted told me that I was making the wrong choice, and I had to trust myself just a little bit more.
I knew, because of a gut feeling and a fair amount of research, that I had to be here, that I didn’t
belong trodding along with everyone else in the expected direction. I don’t know how you all got here, if it
took a fight, if it was handed to you, if it was a last resort, but the fact that you are here tells me a great deal
about you. It tells me you are independent and you do not fear being different . We have all shown that we are
not afraid to break the mold, that we will take the path less traveled if it leads where we want to go.
This, more than anything, is the trait that I hope all of you will carry out into the world. In this
painful time in our country's story when the planet we live on is no longer a priority and the civil rights of
those around us are constantly being threatened, I hope you will take with you that willingness to stand up to
the norm, to speak up and stand out for those who have no choice but to fit in for their own safety. It is easy to
think of the injustices we hear about as abstract, far away, and irrelevant. But the stories and experiences of
others are just as true and real as if they had happened to us. We can never entirely relate to another person
or group of people, but we can draw from our own experiences to try to gain some understanding.
It is our privilege and our duty as human beings to use our vast powers for good. To stand up in the
face of adversity, even when the misfortunes thereof do not affect us personally. This particular brand of
courage requires independent education. It requires research, knowledge and the ability to understand the
pros and cons of each side of an issue. You have all learned how to be in charge of your own education. Now,
it is your responsibility to keep up that skill. To continue learning about what you’re passionate about and
what’s going on in the world, and to share that knowledge with others who might not have those same skills.
Sometimes, sharing information is hard and painful. Sometimes it requires being a minority in a
room full of people who hold opinions based in fear not fact. But you are strong, you have practiced both
independent learning and strength in diversity. I empower you to take your unique strengths and your
independence out into the world and create change, in whatever way you see fit. As Robert Frost said “Two
roads diverged in a wood and I - I took the one less traveled by, and that has made all the difference.”

From Co-Valendictorian Devon McMorrow
Glitter is forever.
Before dawn, I cha-cha downstairs. Our house is more than one-hundred years old. I’m as quiet as possible,
but the stairs whimper their age.
My footsteps wake Red, who nibbles my ear and licks my face. My full-grown black lab still acts like a puppy.
He doggy-dances after me into the yard and drools as I let out our chickens.
There’s always glitter on my fingernails. I think the chickens like it.
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Back inside, Red devours his kibble while I grab my laptop. My younger
brother wakes up and sits at the table with me. DJ tells me to let the force
be with me. “I will,” I promise, as I prepare for Physics.
I live two hours from San Francisco. Inverness has no sidewalks, no
streetlights, and a library that closes for lunch and dinner. The closest high
school to my house is a 45-minute ride on a windy road. My dance studio
is an hour in the opposite direction. Attending a traditional school
wouldn’t have allowed me time to dance. Non-typical is typical for my
family. We’re a motley crew, but we make things work. I spend twelve
hours driving to and from dance each week—more than twelve hours in
lessons, and the rest of the time practicing or working at the studio.
I find glitter everywhere.
History follows Physics. I meet my charter teachers online and use Kahn Academy for reference. (I didn’t
attend an SAT prep course. I woke up at five every day to study with Kahn’s rigorous review program.) My
Independent Study Teacher and I depend on Facetime to stay in contact. In addition, she regularly stops by my
dance studio. This year, I’m also studying Intermediate Algebra at College of Marin where I took Spanish last
year. (I tried teaching myself Spanish, pero yo no aprendí.)
Siempre hay brillo bajo mis uñas.
Most Fridays I drive ten minutes to Point Reyes Station for kickboxing. I’ve studied Mixed Martial Arts with
Antone Haley—an award-winning MMA fighter in thirteen fields—for nearly seven years. He is now my
mentor and my friend.
Today is not an average Friday. Instead of grabbing my boxing gloves and rope, I pack my pins, my net, and
my spray. I shower, then throw on a pair of shredded jeans, battered boots, and a vintage concert tee. Even
after working a full day and already commuting for two hours, my father drives me over the Golden Gate and
toward the competition.
There’s always glitter in my world.
I slip into my violet gown. The dress is princess perfect—bedazzled, bejeweled, and well out of my price
range. My friend, YoungJu, gave the dress to me. At eighty-years old, she competes worldwide and is currently
a world dance champion in her class.
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My waist-length curls battle any hairbrush. Zena, a former circus performer, braids
and twists my mane into an intricate bun. When not dancing, I only wear lip balm.
Tonight I have on blush, powder, and fake eyelashes. The mirror shows my
transformation. Is that really me?
I enter the ballroom and my partner, Christian, takes my hand. We glide onto the
floor. The rose-tinted lights illuminate the sequins on the ballgowns.The judges
stand with clipboards around the edges of the stage. Christian smiles at me.
Hundreds of audience members watch us from around the room.
Dancing is fleeting. I spend months practicing and working and honing a routine.
Hundreds of hours go into two minutes of performing. This is my life. This is what I
live for.
I feel the music in my bones. I move to the rhythm. He leads, and I follow. For this brief period, all that
matters is the dancing. The ten other couples on the floor disappear. I am alone on the floor with Christian.
The glitter shines.

Summer Skill Retention
Consider some of these free and Pathways-provided supplemental resources to help retain core academic skills
over the summer:
• freerice.com
• ixl.com
• brainpop.com
• number2.com
• khanacademy.org
• enchantedlearning.com
• readinga-z.com

Don’t Lose Touch!!
Join our Pathways Facebook page and the Parent Connections Page to keep in touch over the summer and stay
connected with school and the Pathways social network.
Pathways Official School Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/pathwayscharter/
Pathways Parent Connection Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1043803055640967/
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Solano/Napa Regional Update
Congratulations to the Class of 2017! We have almost twenty graduates from the
Solano and Napa regions. From all the staff here at Pathways Charter School, we
hope you have a great summer!
Summer Reminders: The Solano & Napa office sites will be closed from June
26th - August 3rd. Looking ahead, please keep the following dates in mind.
Fall 2017 Site class schedules: Drafts of the Solano and Napa regional site classes
will be posted to the website by June 24th. In mid August, I will send out a revised
draft via eBulletin and update the documents posted on the website. Here are a few
things that will change next year: we are adding a high school World History (P)
and Film Studies Elective classes. We are also adding Middle School Science lab
and Study Skills classes.
Fall Math Diagnostics: All middle and high school students will be required to
take a math diagnostic assessment. Also all 3-11th graders will complete the
Renaissance Learning reading and math assessment in the first few weeks of
school. This assessment will support teachers and families to choose curriculum
and build in targeted skills. Stay tuned for assessment dates.
Back to School event: Stay tuned to your eBulletin for more information. We will
send updated information regarding this event in August. This event is typically
held in September.
Upcoming Events/Date to remember:
Solano/Napa Regional Offices Closed: June 26-Aug. 3
Back to school meetings with Teachers: weeks of Aug. 21st and Aug. 28th
First day of school: September 5th
New Student/Parent Orientation: September 8th
Site Classes begin: September 11th

Have a great summer
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